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'Yoiiuinj; have noticed thr\t Qeneral Sherman in hi;; .Tcrr^apo 
^om the plains, indicated the eastern base of the mountain 
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th at T could- make miring here a greet success, had I, lis addition 
to l'ny present machinery, furn^Qces , &c . ebout glC ,000. 

Brighav. Young and his sa.ial.iles in the pulpit and through 
the press hsve been grossly abusing; ""- since aiy return from the East; 
indeed, so much so that my friends feared that some of his fanatical 
followers v;ould assassinate ..ie. 1 have not dare--] go on the streets of 
3d It Lake after dark ?ince Hie assassins tion of Dr. Robinson, except 
v/hen ac coat a nier! by a number of friends, 

Brlghaa's hatred of me is intense:, caused by my making" aim 
behave himself resile T commanded here, end unless the novernaianit or . 
Goneness does something for us, I and vuost of the gentiles vill be 
compel] ed to leave in the spring, ilany hundred::) of Gentiles have 
already been frightened awo.y and overy effort Is be.ln^ made by 
Brigham to drive the balance from the territory. 

If your company shoe] a commence building the rof'' ei Salt 
Lake next summer, it :nculd iiiake a change for the better, ana vueuld 
result, in retaining here many Gent: lea who hoy; propose leaving. 
As for myself, unless acme change takes niece, I shall leav- ay 
property, f 301 g 00 worth, end start for Cm: II forma is In the spring. 
The jgemons loudly boast t!v t Andres Johnson is their friend 
and they do not fear -my punishment for their crimes and persecution 
of Gent;! les«^ 

I heve made diligent search and inquiry for eon I and iron 
and cou].--"' not find any coal the t would coke nearer than .earn Pete, 
160 miles ' eouth of 3a It Lake. I am, however, assure -7 that there 
is coal that, will coke together mlik nenatlTe iron on Ditto 1 - Oreok. 
It has already been taken up, but the right of the pertles can be 
purchased cheep. If I remain here, and you ulsh it, I rill esa:; ' no 
it in the earing or before. The nevt beet chance T thirl: Ie here. 
3c in e parti.ee are prospecting a coal vein; thus idar the vein la ride but 
of an Inferior cualite- of coal and running through It ie occasionally 
fouii 7 em;.. 11 veins of e splendid quality of eoel containing a greet, deel 
of tar. The parties ere sanguine that vfip.n they sink f urtrinr'^oan thev 
vi'll strike a solid vein of tko as: e mete- rial. There is also in't^is"" 
district any amount of she t a. Herman Metallurgist and iron sraelter~l.lv- 
ing here cells a superior quality of iron ore. If successful In find- 
ing the coal as anticipate^ here this will be a splendid place for 
your merks on account of its convenience end aniridia facilities. *'-~od 
Is also ler'.g here and chercoal Iron could ] 3e ,;..~, rle -g f it v:ov j^ p . nsWe r. 

I hope yon sill v. rite to me on receipt of this; perhens -'our 
letter may decide . : -,y future mmirse, If there is a probability'' r" 
your company doing anything here next summer, In cithor btePdtnr- the 
read or .iskin^ ivon, T m?y remalr in the country, I co2-.n> T .r,tnlrt« 
you on being electee to Congress. T sucrose v-u -in take vour 
seat on thp 4th of Larch. I trust you 'mill use your influence to hare 
something done for us out here. £ Brigham has succeeded (throueli ' his hired 
satelites in Washington) 1 am told, In pre judical n" the Presidant* 
against me. I care not for that. I ask nothing of 'him rut protection 
for myself end other loyal American citizens In this territory^ " 

Liy fs.mi.ly ere '.-ell and jo in me in kindest, rereads to vonrepif 
and ivgrs. Dodge." ~ " ai ^~ 1 

I submitted my report of the wo~h for the yeer i860, accom- 
panied by the report of the i^ivi-ion end ^ssiytant Engineers. 
As my report Is a partial resums o^ M-- Division , reports , l on.lv 
give here my own report. All the report^, mere lei^I'She.d In 
the IL u-iion Pacific Railway reports of the Chief Engineers mlth 

_ accompanying^ reports , of the' Division engineers for the year 1060 
'■' i e ' ' [" ei 1 v " ' '" ; ■" , a, 
by the Dove mine at : 
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Caaba, ^c:l, dj.no if, 7 3C7. 

Olaoaae ^iscs , Eon,, P, no, TT.r. T b'-.r , o, , 

20 Facc^i "iaeb, baa Yo^y, 
Pea" fie:- ■ 

T haa.e tho hoii^'i- of orraei : l : e p ? bo be L^Ip.' a^peab ce" x L'' 
waoaaibero ■;. f x ,h • o-> ■ v uaaajn p -b;avetae>nt at the F,"p', r, rp a : • 
Lb- y.-r.- !!?rc, 

/ T-1 pl~ T Ie.p inotaaie.L:i cr a f°r the f^a^p I ear 1 :■"• -n ■■"...,'_ t; aaa- 

^."Vil ::t>. t.o iV ^ wor!: far the rl ' fie rent parfioa wt + h tb-: v I e a- af 
v feat lira, beybo 1 a tLubi, noon thn p= s -* - \ nc f r . rill pp-p Kr ,,,-.,- .,, 



■oc« the vm-1 baoo ,-r ' !1 'e RucVv Lb 



t/fp 



tab. a a. r rieai :^ thft tha croc:; 
1/ i' ll C °f the ^o'ui' Libra adapted by n:; wnabL to a pra-rat tabe'b j 
caaro] + bo o.olevti on of a lira '^prcachinc; tb--" f , ro 1v ' tha casf, 
all ona eanr bo,, aea,j pat torl-h to do Lornine that qr a a; L I a r aL. 
t.be ■-. a el T oo L p oa alieaVl a a ara;t . 

In asaipninp tha ehiefa oi' par bis: to biei.r cort, I placed 
:.'.-. ebaao A . ibeao la cbra-ab of the 1 \ ae. j v a-r tb - flab; Hi bo 
ee.n-o af tb- Kockj- LlonntabiSj Ifr. P. T, Tiobat, ^hi b adsbeLrob, 
inehai'pa ; oi' Lbr iaa-vopa ua Lb. PLr afolioau oaf death ^1 caL La 
'-•I/oi-'Ci, aof tb a aua voys ov-i 1 ' the Pocky veaiLaina -vol of Ponvor,; 
Lb. L, x.. Tlii la wao placed in charge of 'th^ locabion 0- the 
Platte ■tab,/, af li.ioc V>olr-;ori ?laU© anil Lobpo to I-.' v-..i jv yo, 
L'ila Pa.euo boa "bo 1 ye of tbo en:a>oyo o'olL oi da. x L fb,p' La „ Foao.- 
bao •.''t-'-; ,\- u° t K -^ Omaha office aoai tb-- cmn'oyb OuCp;ab, d of ao 



ui: '.to, l poo la* ju of La" n a^ 
Lu wij.3 , :- a.d p: - ;. a 1 d^ a-i ,pb 

In ;j. aopci'^Lw: I'-'pji't, of Ito'ioo-.b,-"^' - } 
v.., anuiioaL I a ui' linos w vov !!■•.• foc*'..,y -•01111 



, .- -!-, a ■ a-, a, n ' ■• a .- ~t,- •;■•••• o n f of ''■'--- 



o t. 



■ , t.a -; 00 da" I Oi a 

\l tla; oaj GOi a 



■M i j i o , oOi,.a 



^1 . -» 



00 " tbo ; ^a tb st-'b 



lor Lb, n o' tbo "iiao raoouitti... .aaai a i al aoopaood 
•T flatto rtvcH' to tb- >aaf : a. o^ T wii -■_ folf. ; 



taroicr- ia 



,; 



i,b?;aa 



w.' ■■>+. , cross tip t' 1 . 



u.al 



atf ,a; loa^u foiu caio ' i : .•; or^obo ; locica ova t ol 
iiioauiot .;.-•. , oa tbp ^n ■-" Cro-1: 00b t,.~h.; rp oo. .Ilvi-lo-liau, <--o.L">^i;^ 

l.ht T.aaar-L pa itoa : ra? '"illo - .: fpatngo, + laaau. t tbo ororfsin- 
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"".?'.'■. 0, k a -,. foot, Saafoao, 

f'Ooucot! i'.'i uv .1. adc 
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t of Salt Labo, tu 



t;.oo Uv: rvf.- " p "a + !v .a. 



uaa ;v 'a ^=- Li/iatirv., la va ii: o ,; ' 

t L tabj ;bi.-o u b -t'-af- la.inbf, •'•■-' t 7 :ai. in'caoo it >f v-, u f ] baao 

a.; Li/ ,,oal. 00"; 1;I a- i,"iR'r:v.a :a tbo roab- ^ot > J '5a jt l,e]e } w_ 

a^a-bf bava f" 1 ! baoatoaao of tbo foot ? a nf v . ; -ir loootiv; 1v 
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a." Cui- f v p". p . 
7 iUvirfb^n oo^'iaooi'O a r J cbiofa of p; . 'v'oa 3?!, i'oi'tb 



tbo to v, orb tb -.••'.-• u.;b t 

Lbo uoc-ooi u j of oop 

tbo diifoo ait juoyovo. 

p, uiiiiacot f .-alaji'eSj, pvefor^a 

fvi t 3 -a^-bit fo -• +1, ° aorb par 



or-^-'-i' In o^iaif > aaf folr, 



f'aaa 



laiala- the ftff:a-cat liuoa or diocaHoJa- 



oba] I , tbai cf>a.ro , oalp 



•7 ir, 



+ .-, 



t :au 



a. l'u.'. 



a^ioi •.> l' u-a 



o ■! 
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T7a ■; . 



a;;^d ; and cot it ta^tb In bra oaa 
Snavayo of tla, oLav A , Eaaao ? Division Erpiiaaa 



Ma, Evaaio, on the early p..;ot of Lb- : a;veu } raa aa;:r:\] 
Ifiao bataooa the Republtuoa n;f oiatLo oavciaa We. ~ea^ thai 
oadoaou b^ a,-: to tare over bio party to bo, p. T. faoai., i^-ae 



aoa 



jotaat. e",ai.na-vp aooaac c^aL-p- of tbo tor. ,ti tb<- 



Hi:ii.(, -:vl to obtaia J b- a ? at paac ticalbl-' li; 1 -" o;s" tba iojUxV 

taloa, Tho iaouoaatloarf epfo^a ff 1; tn bio o-peeU T orbao- f . 

4uenf.iv oaat tustaoictaoao dir/c Linp^a au.ial. ■boo.atioi^r ^ 1/' 



tho country frd:: Kvauo'o ra.-:s alaost ore ttast. fy bn~alodpo oP 
tb-t a-ivtrv ia^iuotol to >ao that ?a eb,,r^ scab a v.vaa.ap of 
the ouabains soa"-ah-ia in that vicaoJtp, and !b- aaaajivtluu ot 
iha aounuaiao oa tfo ooaa-al liaoo ^Jaanissod an Mr»_ iivano aopor, 

o 

a 



fa v.-o'inLaiao o" tfa oeaaaai jxreeo ;o.:oiaaoiau in, J """» ...,..« i.- 
»f ]AC4-b a,at Uio ro r oat of V.vis year, oboas tbaf: the lia-- bnovro 
L o tbo Lone Taeo an^ daoa Caaab liibp vaeou orp . ^ ;,r I e ; n i ^e ubo, o , 
[t i3 tbo lino discussed in my raporo oi ioador laco, ■■■•.. e.. r - 
fof ba the coa-p-ap,, 

>i» voriotfltteo enoeiniLeead La e-aamop <> boo- ■•bx-onpn 

di I'o cT-vLo, 1 "..ir ...a'ooa tore anfooM.f a- 



Larao'il..- canon 



ri"--',. ^".nrbaj of t!v eoxcoa-a uaraov., ml b pa-cicbtoro S ora 
^.V'aovaa ibo^e^^as.d^v eaaov Eoaa^htar da I + , a, -aaoeb b 
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by the ^-:;i, an p-ach w,n"f^o c^ulti n; + fie-"' 1 footing i:i + he - 
He •"ie;,u.':;c>:,"' ! I ....■' the inpeao t UaM 1 it y u f [.M. ;; 1 .-r {- ,- _, nl fK:e>-d^iho 
LeeeeU: ;, n m '-' rn'i'ii e thorough cut thr*. u^h the rnn^o, hoab 1 "'-;- 
w-at oP Lin. roneteix^g ere 1 ^.'n 1 "!!- ,gvb.> :-,i v ^ietdo rd~r^'» ,-ci,el 
of it* ir.benf In ™ , before o::n"- - I>v-.t "'•■:.j e ,-i -r n re u -° T-vi.iin.- Mi<-. 
hi ph. grade o - ^e- eecgr -p.-, croee the menage 1 n„, , 

Te„ e.ro^ining the Crow iro^;; r.O'-.vl r" hie w> s - y worn tb ;-r,r:r 
into o c^at n ; ; n »-;:,:-.--< r^r -.'G de-rolei^e^ s ar.d - e for.nd thet tho 
prevalent Ilea formed of thie oonn+r^ 5 , ae tn "M'e genweel oharo~~ 
t.c"', was entirely orrrv.^cn^ , The lin^ run -i^wi n Crow erf? 17 , wne 
i"gw nr t i cab" 1 e fren T?o .-i direction, end. wee a^nn^-p---", -rp p,.-,y-,-. : v - -.-• „ 
aided no in do- 'ccrurln beg the main lt»i.= or the rondg also., it een.--< ; _ 
oped f"r* 1 ly a ocrdier of the country through which ,- branch to 
Ponvor vn'rht he biri'it, ? and dote iv nl rod the enterl snf voj.n •„. f the 
coal ae.ri i ron fields o" thet portion of Colorado. 

fining tho wlntn;g hi, Evans f o party wee orciirva,-] iu 
the Tlaet Hill--., for the ,mrrooe of WKDTntning r.irutely lh- c-nii- 
U-y through whrlob wo bed ie termined tc build tho a road, to d^-relop 
and eroe.e-soot.ion 1he country iw.e.ed ofely alor.™ the linn, and 
especially to note the winds., currents, enow an- 1 re on- of hbo. I 
high, altitude during the YJint.sr norths,, r 'o ne^b had been said 
nhort l'opeece.I:d.e snow--nnrJcs , extreme cold, hiyh winds &e thfet 
I .-loem. d'" it host to ■* " t-rwine these ercsti on?" felly » The nose 
winter has lv~o^ the eoworosf for years. The- doily i urennd. bept 
ei* the fell of anew., ripeYeleief vi eel and eeeatieej 1 , d^ ■ ■cnetr-et ee oce 
elrviely Ibed. v/e ohnll uieef ritli no obsto.ed.es fr~e these- eour-^ae 
tret whet, vie can easily ^ rn :"'0orno , nnt fh- f th-r^e wil 1 be n.e 
rjre-o+.er et=etrne tione in rnreeLiy thic roe.e then thoee '.^neorreLered 
ii ore E:\o 4 ee ard T, Turth^o:;t^r'~. dtKtce J? a: Idr„ Eereno ' yer'y; tooh 
tho field ir. .lp. ei 1 . axid r-^.m iuo i iri it dir-'iny th" eeet ' "■£ ynr- 
e feat that t re.s e.-senver*- by old eYnerierieae -row f air.-' 1 era eeifJd 
not bo nroorpl ishedj but vdiieh ^y e ,s en e:<p?rioroo ^e ''he ^^e.i^e 
jr. id i l\ the '"-oiritee'e-e r-ooe'lii eed tee rf'S po,?.-elble: nut iy]eieb rna 
done eoithort «-eifferirp or d?- Iriinert to tho pa.t'iyp, end to the 
p:vpf bor-Oiiit of the f-o^pney , 

V'l.vri-ac the fire they cor: "hi nod i- -rj^ tv>e field they bnxlt 
a yeo.i ;,T r o-stu?ey honee reed we.rehon.ee et Port Serdore. tcr ere- 
fufvno \iee, ^o that we can hereafter beep err party thorp :h: 
Uv-> v 1 nt e ■'• • arid e.od be obligeil to b^jrv- fbew ed.l to -ieexhn s at 
^reat loee of time end et gree.t erperoe^, 

Th-"' ? .U-.o lvnowr> e e the Crow cor eel-: an- 3 Ler.o Tree dim' le- 
lle.-'p, wit 1 .-' lie lev eyndee, its eheepnees ee^ o] ignrae^ t , ee 
ceiepe rod w:Hh ell otheire, Is -very or:;-di table to tin? preserTer™ 
an eo, a]:n'd ify eo.d pe-ef essi oeei sbi" 1 " 1 of it'-, V-vem, XL wn d 
obtained efter e;o-erdine; three yeare in that 1 03! on y and enter 
bendiry nil ot:r energies thie year to tho- fr] f iVhner I °- -• hn+ ' 
objeetT It wee the k~y to a] 1 our woi?t for ]S67; end the poeoesoion 
of'ii, lifted .-paver dondjts frov-i err erinds 3 ! d deeidcd s beyond o.Il 
que ct. ion, thet it wne the lire which ohenll be ai't^pted ''ey the 
company, bin I'va^e 1 party .run off, 6 miles beet rnieental linoe, 
and iii rrir-ohoe eeii rooonnoi' 7 e.nceL; 95Q nller-, 

Cii-erevs of ?, T. brrere. Fli'et. AoeleLeet Fdipreo^p, 

d'rp y~~e;:hi ! party wee turned over to bin f» n h, Bi'^wee^. :"n 
^vaa at- "t„ T Coae^ey s and he was instructed, to dee r elop the aountry 
iip'tbe^PvenuM-i can ^ort:, end conn-ef with the South Flette lire 
near the rcuth of Feaver aveCk , then rnn up the Platte to f never, 
there t'-» await instructions for the emee^.-ye o^rcv the irount a ins . 
Tn'riaban'T a General orgonieati on of the wcrly for the nir'^v., I 
had" aeoienod" to b;y Pee-cwn the dowelopement o^ the Republican valley 
tho ^atte welle^ frcm Fort borgan to Donyer, and the lines weal 
r"TWvcr.' creeeinw the na5n range of the Rocby bountaine . T'no'.-dee.g 
tV^^nviAf' f tbe eomrenw to bnil- their road, iv e.raeti.?nb » e , 
through P-nver. ?nd the wining regiem of ColoiwV'o, T determined + o 
.e-rbaust the niioetien 0** the nraet ieabil ity of 1 h\e w^t of 
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Penvo , and to develop the entire country from Fori kharrr^v •+ n 

Middle Park. Yhe, result of the examinations is fhrt' no' 1 ire 

can bo obtained through this section cf the Root;/ Mountsins that 
concaves with the lires adopted hy the company, mhioh are sborfer-, 
cheaper, of better grades, &■<?■» " "' 

T gave the lines over the moi.intairs most of "Denver a 
thorough examination^ and our efforts ?ore to ubtnin a lire serosa 
the mountains in- that vicinity that me could build on, I ham? all 
the sympathies of the company were in that direction, hut I was 
obliged, reluctant] y 9 to report against that route, the engineer- 
ins difficulties being ouch, vrhen compared with other rentes, 
'that it was not practicable for the company to overcome then. 

Mr, Bronrij in his report, fully devclopes the prominent 
features of that country^ its resources, and its practicability 
for railroads. In comparing the line up Lodge Pole, and west," 
with the line c^tqv the main range of the Rocky Mountains j, via 
P-arthcud Paso, el though I did not, in my report of November 1866, 
consider the country from, the mountains to Salt Lak,e, yet to 
satisfy myselif, 1 did give that question a careful examination, 
and ne found that, after passing the main range of the mountains 
west of Denver, we had greater obstacles to overcome, be 'ore reach- 
ing Green River, on that line, than on the line vie Laramie pie ins. 
Our surveys also demonstrate that, to mote a successful crossing of 
the Walisaicli range, we are forced to cross Green river as far 
north as the mouth of Black's Fori: or -alitor Creel', the point 
where the line going west from. Laramie pi sins crosses, thus increas 
ing the distance some 100 miles over the direct route adopted by 
the company. The snows in the Rocky "Mountains, at Porthoud Pass 
and Hog's Pack, were such that, in September, our parties were 
driven off the mountains s anal during the winter the passes west 
of Denver are impassable for foot or horsemen . On the line west 
of Denver ne have to rise 10,000 feet to i each grade- point and 
mount of tunnel, mhilc on our adopted line ne only reach an 
elevation of 3,000 feet, 5,000 feet of the rise on the Berthcud 
Pass line (the lowest tunnel wo can get) being made in 53 miles. 
The tunnel on the Hog's Bach is some shorie , if we could rise 
to the rosener po .nt for gra.de and got down on the nest side; but 
the distance is less on this line then on Bert bond Pass line; and, 
in descending from month of tunnel, on the vest side of the 
mountains j it takes 15 miles of maximum grades,, vith very heavy 
■wo rk » 

Thai portion of the line between Latham, and Denver run by 
Mr* Brown becomes common to all the branches from our road to 
Denver, the only question being whether we shall keep the east 
or west, side of the piatis ri!?or. After Mr. Brown had finished 
his surveys in the mountains, I sent from La Porte instructions to 
move with his party to ''bo north of Lodge Pole creek, and locate 
th line I had concluded to adept to the east base of the 
mountains some 104 miles up Lo-ge Pole, sending him profiles and 
msp of the preliminary run by Mr, Evans up that valley in the 
early part of the season. He moved immediately to Fort Sedgwick, 
attained, his escort, and located about 105 miles of the adopted 
line up Lodge Pole creek, finishing his monk in December, after 
frost and snow had come. Pur ng the surveys in the mountains 
and up Lodge Polo creek, Mr, Brown's party suffered great hard- 
ships'". Once in the mountains they had to abandon everything 
and"' seek safety in the valley. As soon as the storm mas over they 
returned, found their stock in the Middle Park and finished their 

work . 

Mr, Brown's party run over 500 miles of line, 100 miles 
being mountain work and 100 final location,. 

Surveys of L. L. Hills, First Assistant Pngir.eer a 

Mr. I... L. Hills entered the field as first assistant to 
Mr, P. Ik! Ainsworth, division engineer, who located the third 
hundred miles, and resigned to accept position in the 0. P., and 
p. B. B„ Mr, Ainsworth r s location was. appro ved , and immediately 
out under contract. On leaving, I instructed Mr, Ainsuorih to 
turn over the rarty to Mr» Hills, 



Mr. Hill's surveys demonstrated the iwornctie aMljtv nf 
any approach to the Crow crook and Lone Tree' divide-] Ine 'over" 
the high country from the east^ south of Lodge Pole creek: also 
the feasibility of a hranoh from .several points on the adopted" 
line to Bovrver, It will take a further exani nation of fhe^cornlrr 
west of Crow creek to determine fuljy the best line for the trench 
which surveys will he made during the coming gencon. Mr, Rill's""" 
party located, dinning the season^ 271.5 miloSj and ma, of -pre- 
liminary line, 450 miles, marine; a total of 723.5 nil*??.; additi.ct 
the amount run by Mr, .A insworihi of located line, 100 miles, 
gives a hotel for the season's wort- of 323,5 mtles-->certairly a 
very crediatablo showing. Their wori being -mostly nloir. work, wit 
no mountains to encounter, enabled them to accomplish more miles 
than any one of the other parties. The party wan composed of 
young, men of more than ordinary ability/ 

SnrveyB f J. B, House,, Division Engineer, 

In addition to the engineer- ng duties s there has devolved 
upon me tho charge of right of way, "depot towns, and bridge and 
river surveys, "Mr, House has had direct charge of this department. 
In addition to hie other duties, he had laid out and brought into 
m.a-fkef the depot towns, some twelve in number. A system of record 
and sole has been adopted, and each depot has now a town "toadied, 
giving all an opportunity to purchase an- 1 settle at very/ reason- 
able rates. Lots are sold to settlers at from :f'25 to $250 v\d sol 
for one -third cash, and balance In one and two years. The cent root 
binds tho purchaser to plant shade trees within twelve months from 
dote of purchases, and in nearly every town several lots have been 
sold and improved. The right, of way end depot grounds have been 
obtained for- J dae entire length of the road, the depot grounds at 
Omaha extended, and grounds for the government buildings and depot 
bought and assigned to General Beyers s chief quartermaster, for that 
purpose « 

A system of plats and records of the line, and the right of 
way, with on abstreet of title, has been inaugurated, so that, at ' 
a glance* ? the company can obtain, all the information, they mey desire 
on that seore. 

The surveys for bridging the Mies curl River have been advanced, 
and,, in separate reports, discussed. llr. House lies had charge of 
the office during my absence „ end has discharged his duties to my 
sat is foot ion . 

Surveys of Thomas H, Bates, Division Engineer, 



i 



Fey instructions required that the surveys of Mr. Reed, in 
1865, should be em.tend.ed from Reel's Pass, in Humboldt Mountsinn, 
to the Hal ifotnoian. State line, Mr. Dates was selected^ in BBv Icyrk 
for that dutyj and reported to me in Lilly. He imm.edie.tely proceeded 
to Salt Lake end entered upon his duties. His very clear report 
sets forth th° work performed by his party, end demenst rates that 
the Humboldt and Truck.ee river valleys afford a feasible end -ost 
practicable line for a railroad over that portion of the covin!. ry. 
Tho" information obtained by the. Heed, in 1865, of the count ry west 
of Salt LalvS, together with that obtained by Mr, Bates in 1866 , 
shows clearly that there is no great, obstacle in the'woy from Said;, 
Lake to California State line, no matter whether we choose the route 
north or south of the Lake. 

Mr, Bates's surveys aive us, pracfi en"! ly ? a connected "'ine from 
the islssouri rivrr to elms Ca]ifm-nio gtnB- line, Mr, Dates' nsrty 
run 771 sd.les of line, and the party lead, to march, to accomplish. 
this and return to Salt Lak ? e shout 1,000 miles. 

They entered end developed a section of country fhnf had 
nevpr before been enrvoved, end the discovery of Reed's pass, in 
the Humboldt Beuntaies .' in 1865, by Mr. Redd, he s given us a line 
from Salt Lake west direct 3 with light work and -smperatively easy 
^rif, ? / Ties for su.perstureture and timber for- bridging this 
rmrtinn of the line can be obtained from Self lake and in the Sie-ra 
Wevade , wr'th rlenty of bull ding stone along tho route. 
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Me 



. Van I -eo-n«e (^o^o-i^f} r-p/ri\. 



ffho y^olopy an] ri^orni,,^ - +ho C0U!i , r , ^ ^ (3vo _-i C1ir>rl -j^, +he 
or.r^eye r-orieep tho year 18f>0. oaot o^ Ih? LareoJr v t i n: - 11 n ) a ,,p >ew 
,;!3[ forth in tho r .->nort v f ivr i.- , Vo n j.ernopj, ae-f cpisf „ who .- or 1 
the e-illr-e Grnao 1 ". .to that- co-ant^y nl.fh th" perfiee „ a r o dov , r ,p,-, ,-■>_ 
hi-:; whole tlnv to 'Mil o duty. The report 1 e " e.eohe inly a vaiiinhdo 
L , nri f _ ? 4_]-,,^ ^rnp-^- ar ,-i f] ie coimtevp it dove 1 ,-, Tl3 n rnr ..;_ c;n , : _ f cr . pn J.^. r 

ooTr 1 c , 'i "•r.'H.i .ir^ 1 j> botey too Par rro-d.h. to have receive^ "rincb at* rot ion 
fi.\. r ' the -"trior" irot'-'ro-jto of Oolcrndo : , T-vr! "tbia 11 , I Mi :\vd- „ ^--n- this 
the.- -fv^TCp p, -—: i 7. drov l ,]^ o [ t --nti , r> i \ of ; "h^r,? ard carl t o ] ie< a „ 
"od -oill dj.oaleo^ a ^h^onl wealth heretofore o o oo^de -0- d t^rveb-ahla 
the carcpl i , v:»ri.M'!-ji.;i Vtithont,., rireo It harto™ n~fynya ! o ' le the 
eceeln; tor that tho roiretnine north, o r Thrr;pa..<a ' 3 Or* oh r.->~ 0-1-tie la 
Po^-tT. , i rr '" v ro h " 1 ;' 11 y w^rth tho tire ap°-nt to nroeno^f 2 n 0- „ Troo. coal 
copper. 2'yr^ r "' j " n -t 'tuittlnr oato^ia] for fhe connlmiotior, ,-.-f fbo 
"oat- o c i"t."? ■* n 1 p p:rnei in aeon:; H!?nLi tie-i, while the i or" i eafi oro 0- 
a ;* ?.var n"oi r"< 1 r 1 a. ,, e no eh. thef T "To ret haertnt to prodtet -■•ioh 
K'.ti^.oo p.iyi, haraaf t ar ( vo 1 ratio d ieea-ro'oi ae ir, tho ironed iat -3 ir rfeioif 
of the I in;-". ' 

The iroVir l"" 5 nS OOOf'.h of t-llO In e" 1 !'"" ■nlatro fl 7 7" anafnio 

• 1o " i"" 1 1. ^ to a repeat extent 8 fnf ao yet b^rtly da--"! r^e^l , while lo" 
• L ho Wio r1 ^h,-er, Wnr.olcb ^an-o, ar-i ?n ?h Valley rtio?, to Utah, 
tr.d1.cnts. r1".eo of -root voire tr. the vie.i. ; .rhlj* of •"■""'r oorvy-n, 

i.;-- „ r--t to- ;-• « oonori dene? ;o;; frl ",y ife riniry ronton;? ahl-oif; 
the Hrnr.'bnVU Vnl] py ] ino , ro-v- n It cor h? ^f?"": snid t.hnt. a -rtei'"* 
^l-rlhira i !->.-> Focl;y Vcirf air?, , or in lolro i? it the vt^ioity of valoiafcl-.) 
oiooo ri:f:'l :'t oliotoa tlo : - nolafoniio ttoti lioy, ro *:.;: liy~; a oo-posa- 
io-\ of movalro;.- ror-oo, a^t of o'hj.ch , it to frT]y ^•■^I'L' 1 '"- Led, ar-- 
j_icTi in ^ of , io'o :-oprt*r, .-ifojo rot 00'' '" 1 » 

The onoooyo thin yoo.r- ha~,"a "iri:-rot J o.1 cor- 1 i.t-i'";; } npf-'-t^.p t.h- 
lofafj-n over +i-ie ffriit o,^j^y; j£ th ra r 'ooI:j ouOjiLf'ioB and r:t ,T "' n ".v 
t?i.? iur-^antioOj fror thai pwint to for VL j Torr* a ^to^; flop 
thr I wo h-.-".-, e'eni r :."".« The nooliiaiuory 1 In p f"^ n. hoe d'-" •• lo^'i tho 
ron.ti'5, v^a/v- 00 f h ? c^ft o-V t- hnyi- t-.> orolt. ; , ^hot fn u 5 1. ft 1 .?? 
fHo o.o;ottry wP. "' atfor-' lo.i "'o u oi--J. to hri.I-" err "'0?o s , ti-> -• "•- , - 
iio7-r '.'•-".:; vo"ooo — root f ]-,.!•-' pi., olfo" h-- f ao;- ^r J ] J - 5 arf* dor-Ci ^f-/n(,rt 
th"t a fti- ("oo h" ••oj.itf fono the tl :f s-- erri too: ^ o to th' 1 n"7fforani 
SLo!,^ ' in-' '•'I'tivT'i ravLlpr o.oy ""ciiritoio Vari'iorj, tiupaecnfl "• '- v -^y-'.:> ,, 
- ; -i-vant d-~o"o'.o that 1+ fo rut. nr-ne tioal ] •" te coz-.rc^r.o; Ih---''. --• • 
lioo.^" e ""Joe. fee-' if ?oo^ ; dleVeeOj nl:-e^:o— L,. p-.-ad-i aed wo"f 
If of it ,ifr -p-uollr-l hi a..y'u + hn- "and uf the :-.nv.- 7 — Tpfh in fh.o 
7rcrl'"l» T iO-ofi: tho* "0" piT-,r.-> ^por hioh'y e'tc' % oo,ofr7 j_- t let ;oo*.r. 1 03 
p!-, : .' ;,,';-, arm -ooi-'t--- c r t^o roefp- 4 h'-=*- r^ >-no'?, la f e - ;. ? the 7--.-^f 
.-,•.'.. ,vr^l '■" --if- 41 th - roa-3 aoooeis the e v ;,t j.o ; ot . T -. >>^ -i-foil of 
I-io"' -oo.t gooooal r-co.-rtiA aorooa tho locoliuo, and the aoleotion uf Lho 
'„->.;,;. - Pcl -,nd OJ the y^o^o.vd route rpc-r yfteh +.^ Mi^f' the road, onr 
piioa rati teen .•.-, fiutt^d the t ^ y^w n u f ix.on al ~d o to do jrsto?eo 
( -: > . 1-,,-jt 1v y - it, -], ? ro-'-S'f'fhorod fhot --^ hero ay], Uo- tine hoo-e 



In. r ho e "' 1 1 c T; id 1 arc enrol r y 



""" e 



ooin:"ly d ^-i--.ed :-r ! : n-'-'ori el 1 I irony 



'-7e-e-t q, rv-.-iro mf -• hnvlnp foon leer J '"^1 riidoe pool, wlth^rf to • 
^n'itv'oi ^ii.no"feoond the rau"f oVv.v~:,«l, the paety poofoplf' 
ernO">--ropriro of aiploof,, -*•'• oifl bo adrltled th" t the r^hv»r£ u a*e> 

;^ lfjr .,-, nrl their weft eraoh hot ten then ooni-^ hene h-^a e-:poef^f, 

T p e oj r , ;: p; ov-rpr.ion, fv-.-or. tho ffioi^rrl r ire" to tho r-omil^ \ oe , 
«., -. tiv 1-,; p: - lot; or fofp. Fol- vnll.oye , onoed ? op fho Grant. 
i'.Tr-iiT- , '^".f-J erfortln- hot very ittfl" o.ator-ial f.-.'-- frtldinp l^o 
V.',wi rn^,,,. p., v +,y ( , firat t^i-o'-i ■ruoire--! riles are tnfo-n. foor Hoe 
Ss". ff ! -iv--, anf fen the fonrth po^ f ,i th p t a; — •■: f-or fC t ,.• f^ 
lB nra"riVo; -ih-'tine, f 1 000 ovists ody in ltd 1 "- fror^tieo, and 

,.. (0 p ? „ r --■- „ — v,-; ir ft oe ato-^ike 1 ho roooi:> t v e j no , Oo-o' foie ^xrini-- 
,,;"';Jndo a : o- flooi:' r ^Prrroit eei li-o, 8"d : for fha e ot .-f Kha h.^oec 
onr ri'-"l loeofioa. , 
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7?b,.- "uhalt,-!rt fl i-l'>a 7 fr-cn. Ceon on-o to f^U Le.hr % -.---^3 
■■.T-.P a :in ,,p T Ti.iic voeae .■ ."* t'-r ^e w Lor- ' r j an . ihp La!'n "v: " paean 1 , 
hhe vin^i ■'=,"! Ti- "1 „ nana BviM ^e',... c\o- y -th 4 + 1: ~. n ■> o e i7 0' r - + i->r. '''nhe^ teb 
h- '!'.!•;• n r oa t 'faoia » ' v ;:v -li fft "n»] ties Iv 1! o ?i'0 i .u -ho "v-,--' Tf f il^j. ^ 
'f^'iii- 5\-,i.v n"f ! team-' eb i-ona;, h-t en" -n" -n i,,ij n".v?" "! i ae 1.,-Wr + ■-;•! 
";,bet 1 " r " -ibni \ e^'or eel" a t.lir^'- "oaratojn raa pe "i+lioif ->--,+ nxo. fi 1 , n, 1 • -^ 
j . •_,-.,(--, -i ;/,--;.';! ? with. 0<"~ "iiper-at j v a ] y ; l;~b -j;~ ~r*.'1 ■" ;"j ^ w;", 'h brt f,-y :'" *. 1 V T.T Ol 

},:•-:■' "'\xoy, s ^v':"i fe~ j air' ""iih op e7 1 a -1- '*" "at tho!., x; ,^-- f . r-aon<l inon y ? vobor. 
T t, ? tn 1 ^ info criu". hbenaf i ^11 bo~' ch^j-ictrr 0^ fin o.eroteey,. 

7! 10 oioxxye of fb~ V':^/? Ifo,^ a:" "i 7 ho rhroot f ~- -i to rn ixex'l not i x'< 
of* thlo llvi ~i.cn i :i aeteitj oa 1 0110 looot ioa will "b-- ootflxl enoa 
fho nofe it, CLxa-inr th~ flxf- HHIg n^ h-^--- ;'.l ft ^'.y o " f:<-hoo.-~ 
^r>:lr\-- s nxnroialr pin.--, Xtl h?a7,oc T x Lock i. a enia, rov* n'Mao^ef "x 
ihp llne^ eniota In erf rtoio>- 1. quant it ios for all loxffhi.-np pnr- 
poa-.xx an, a ihp whelp country is unpTlril "o'fh too'' -i~M e ^ino7 of 
e, 1 1. vo r j 1. ":,\i s C'^ n r>°r ne^ pa 7. a , 

After paGaix- tbn Plaol; Hi 7 le , is- erne-:' •'- V' Toronto ylaioe,, 
a brand -"'■•''•'j. 2('''} ml le,> ] oir in IntiiaKip » n'Tl 7.C0 rilos wi' n o in 
?on f f';iindo s dnrst ia hy f,br "-a in rr.ii-v of t>>^ aocL'l?' ftciinaii ns or: 
iho 3otr M -' 1 oa.i v.-p -t ? hy the o'^oet^ator f a^'.-T Ble.c' r lii?.1.2 ■; .1 + ho 
a^a-ch ancl >y fno Piaulr Hillo i-an^o on th?. oast, v/iih t.h^ Hattl^- 
sao'-.r vBaigo cro:r,y.i r vy it f.on~:i ii^rV.n to no^ta, thaooit^i-t j '.,;-: 0,^0+."'°, 
It ;is wrC-^'-J by t aibrtaaiaa fve the T T oath Flai-t n , aa-' 1 hos '-;o-->,or'i7 
e] ov-+ i ■-• - c n C,50C fo-t nho" 7 ^-"' ^^a r. " n . Tho Btrpp.na?. -"i ;"-"' ii, iho 
^odioin? Po^ aoairLaior- , flo- -orth, oattiln-f this iram^aoo pooh *t 
rinia. ^n .vies, fiioaicihia;- foia r-aftiaij ptoorras to baiay iav" t,n 
coir- lii'.o the i.ra-^o i-odioo of tiPhoa ,ui Iho north olor-' r,a fh-;> 
^octy ilua-'Vlaiao, v/hiah an 7.1 hnih-i np n JyiVr tr-aao thot a.o aao 
to't-iy oar en Id til ate +^ r - e 0,1^ at oa v.° lii^ of. 

<5 CO n aftoa staihia^ the T..-. r a^lP ylaias, caal hopyna +0 .cooa 
-nt, rii-1 it .a;ta^o waoi", r-i+,b. fo".- iat e p'""-* 5, t-- Salt Lake, T^on;!- 
atooo ana li^:e3to^r- ■^l?', ia aKTrd?."c». ?.a J ••^.m ^r haah^i^r: the 
roa.-l in of oouy ao.ooo^ t,r. iho 7iao, 

On t.ho Trootoro "tin o r thio ylo ia w<- ynoo the i'ai,n r.?nr;? jf 
th-. a ;; .-i y roa!: H ltainSj ahnnt T,°00 fo^t nicv, tho.l.'--a7 of fta j?'^, 
1 non'f v -'.'^ h36 thrv-; th^ olovo.tica :jf Evans' Piaa i i fh,o Blaolr 
nine o M a eatev the fitter orooh ooimtao oa the x?o-otora 3lv.<ja- ^ r 
'•■ho rjook- i;-aatai!-ai» ahiah ic. rio;;ol?tv s dae^op, rot .=<nscept?h"l a 
of ci!lt:af.+-3':n s ana oaly yoatioao of if fit fo^ yrsrolvia;. All ef 
it i ,:' i.nohn'" oi.r"! *vt+.h i,nao-ao: harto nf c.-al, ^lahcr^oa thi^ p.-a + i'V 
r , r thp "V -j.:-." , f ■- " loC ioi]-o -a 1 - 5 : ar", to ;aav^, ana +he o--ar.fry hao 

v >j i oa r 1 1 i r i fa a 1 i x i a , 

/Vii-r .-.ooaio^ n^ooa rivar re folloa ^loca: 'F'o?."-^ shut °,q 
r; .j3 r , H< +] 10 v- ; cc^iia^B aaio^ra; tha ?fe SO tah foao.taiaa, ani , uivl'-il 
*>.t 10 volley c-'" F>a7f T,a''p is aoachcaly we pre in a mount? iaons coaatay, 
ajrnhoa on"thia aortioa of tho vc^r'-<) ahoaroio, ocal is f ^v.w~ n .and 
there nvo In lie" l 1 aao of i'ooa, oilvoiy oil •*:c . 

T!rLs -, olul to5a vrc.z? > nl Lhon.y'^ havinp; n.t. its woof oaa boo- the 
i^r»r,.Acy' p.-'tflorv^fca vS ?>i'f of th"^ ':arrit. cries, in its-., "inaeal 
r^^i^oc is >,!■?-. yttl? hnovai, Tha po-y7o in nteh aao thirty, 
Ije^'" nought tha eaoilatlo noatioaa of tha ^alley under cnltivot iaa , 
end a PV ,-> hnlH, an hona s niybt in th- heort of nhot wao c:ira cno.;ao1o:o- 
y a "-ao.na nnoto, hn.a- pv'tho '.■•-- 1 A,a^adoao faa-^ s a coonioy an,! 
-i t _ v . ipp o ,-,-;;, 3-!_ r y- e "i 1 oh t 1- •? r -no a n 17 » 

"" " 'aio;^ ; thia no at 5 on of tha Uia ^nterlol ola-a^o o£ a7 1 In.ndd 
^,-, r f-hP c-ratrr-tam cf tho ro-J. Pimia/n- for loho-ena ^'il 1 ba 
• l ' - - -- - ar.i lobol 



p oini i »„ etn-oanr-.'^ e+ fox- m-icss, nn^ rithin aooy aa«os , ,a 
i^'T.v.lVi thio oor+luo o£ tba ro^d oaists fheao tnn ; - ;/j vith.vjt. 
irro'at. tol" -y- r -.n f - nieo: or ^^eba.";! ?. » 

' 'tV- ; ' p^'irff f'-ai-ion 5 froai 3a? t Lai- f o ,fhn Caliraanta 

•Mn,., ".//iviaivi, 1-0 the- for-iotion nf the conritry, ia.t- tooo B'ab- 
p^i'nono, tho fi-x<! acaohiap fro- Salt T,fe^:o Raed'a^oas, IntV 
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the north em r i" of (>reat Rosort or land Plata, mssm- fs^ r ^ 
S or ^- Pasa * s of T "°™ and Peqrot Mountain r:,:cgos „ anV;?; to 
ffed's_Pass in Immboldt Mountains. This rout, I, sh^tl fr^ 

^ e . P t °, 1T1 V 5"\" elJ,5P PiYer| ° S, " len rivf,r ' or ' Bear ^-v^oi^nH^ 
lhmv! the Idasatoh range, than the route through Salt. Tnk* ^Uv "^n/ 

south of the Lake, aw .tela the desert, and rlaoos rs in n c^'m^- 
a largo portion of which is said to he fine -nasioc- in n ,i 'end V 
portion susceptible of cultivation, with 5 fa*>r OT ™i7 of wa+or a--' 
tiffiben, and, on grades, alignments and cost, will oomna-e favrrohlv 
f^th, 1 ' 10 llne S01lt ' h of ^ lake. It :ls also favorable forYbrsmvh 
'"° Ic^no or' ■■Oregon via Pilot 3 pr .i. n r 8 and Raft Hvnr to ^i„r.n rW-- ' 
Which one of the two lines west of Salt late i <?, ndnr.t,p.-i ~ur '"jV,/ * 
will enter the valley of Salt Lain? at ouch a reinf *n to t-h P ad- 
vantage of either without detriment to us on derangement to cm 
pimcert surveys or rlsns. Our surveys havo also iridic at* o" rTc-c-" 
tioahlo route from Fort Bridger den" Bear river to 3? It Tntp v-oi.™ 
or -flown hear river to Boda Springs, thence across to Snaho Rivo^V J ? 
mid down that Valley, up on- of its tributaries — Coos- "onoohl ' or 'in 
that vicinity— to Thousand Springs valley, thonoe to Heed's ' Pas?'» 
This route is being examined. It sadvantagos ar© srnnosod to lie t-°" 
avoidance of heavy grades and work, which wo encounter in c ?o8hn^" 
the Wasatch range, In fact, this route turns that -ranae to the north 
Before a final location is decided uoon this year, our survovs 
through this country, which were pushed all winter, will bo hafm-e 
us, and wi 11 develop tho main foatures of any lino that can "be 
gotb-mi through that country. 

Prom Rood's Taos to California State line, -the socond sub- 
division of the Pacific division, wo are in the valley of the 
Humboldt to the a ink, than cross to the Sruekee Vallry, afei foflow 
th.at to tho Osllforcia State line, whore we eonc~-of with th-^ C-ntrai 

Pa c i Ti r a i 1 ro a d „ ' " * ' 

The Humboldt valley affords no t .Unbar, hut nlesitv of all 
other building material . A largo portion of if Is sueeep title 
erf cultivation. Tho wootern portion as already taken, up, and the 
line passes near the mining regions and cities of Nevada*. It Is 
direct; no grades to exceed 90 feet to the mile, and but few miles 
of that j by Increasing the distanco grades cm be reduce- 1 to 50 
foot per mile . 

In thus briefly describing the general line of the road, 1 
have paid no attention to the resources of the country, as relatlna 
to its future business* but every day demonstrates that, as far as° 
built, the road will pay. The Immense trade and traffic flowing to 
and from Nebraska, Colorado, Utah, Montana, Nevada, California/" 
and the Impetus It. mill give to tho mining countries, as soon as. It 
reaches there, no one can now estimate « 

As a. -line crossing the continent in the latitude it does, It 
has advantages possessed by no other line that has been 'cr can be 
obtained; and If enters the heart of the best mining country yet 
developed, with superior advantages for building lines north to 
Montana s or northwest to Idaho or Oregon, south to Denver, and. 
south-west to - Phar anagatg to all these places are natural outlets 
from the main line, and valleys through which they con lee reached, 
without meeting any of the great mountain barriers or desorts that 
the general topography of the country indicates, and which must be 
encountered in reaching! these places on any other of the proposed 
routes across the continent, 

Thiers are now built and running 305 miles of the road, comm- 
encing at .the iiissouri river and extending 10 miles w est of the 
North. Plate river. Of this distance , there has been built during 
the year 1866, between the- 1st day of April and the 1st day of 
December., 004 miles; more road than was eve ^ the fere built in the 
same length of time: end, when wo take into cons id oral -on the dis- 
advantages under 1 which, the work was performed, with no railroad 
connection cast, entirely dependent upon the Missouri River for our 
material ? and upon the country for labor, with thes^ obstacles to 
overcome, it challenges: the attention of the world, and has drawn 
tp it the eyes of the whole country,, 

The cons timet ion of the road has bees under the direction of 
?>, R» Reed ? General crperrtntendeiit of Construction, assisted 
by Mr. llebston Snyder, General Freight Agent and Assisted Super! n- 
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tender:!,; n'n.;f tho eorpn ef wrk^on, oo well o-",ni -^y -■, • .„ b^^ 
ri0 f nv th;rnily peor or ;ned t ,ho dottles, are r,Ptif:u,? + ., tbo + ,... 1f , of S 
tl;o Cr.^v-ny OTl of the eorntiy. Ibo- fraeh^ eeM n V /Wrv ' -™. t non 
-ossrr.. J. ~, .,,,„ n„ T< c .^ 0Trcntj r _ c y,y , M . h „ Spinn 7^ p 
dny. often o and aw.cval 1 ?/d ril- nor doy ^ r fb^ d ^ , f ,, r - P! f " 

The tro u h wae faithful ]y fLcid, nnd well eerfe,o,-i n=- -o ^a-'f 
ftp thr> r.ryersfrnefii-a wsp rut .-io^, :-o that 1 - fm d a ,^ ^ft^n'v^-. 
1-H rlom, core ran, r^oolhly -oo it , a t 30 to in nil as nor h.-^v ' '' 

'^ !V ^ ^ 3 A " ^ RiS nliyhrionta, sn r or3tv, ic turo, FinM.-.uj, 
uanir--:? t.Tjfco'UuS f and cuniy TO :in1,d ,, ;] r a -hi^ef-el nsr, /hnoriora "fid 
It i-i ru- ^eeoiyni "lie —•>;! + teal -roTr-ino tier o- p the Oo-eopo^ + cor^rp* --I o 
erw, op ev-ry recth^ of CO r,jioo. t no fast p..-? built; end not/ „."" 

I'lil': Of It b.TO p e ee 1; ,,^ r , ct _ crl &3 vot rPl ,,^ f^Hy n r . •!.-, t|« ^,-nvfr-.. 

"•"Mil,:: of the lory 

I dejlro to Relcnorlodyo :oy obliyations to tho .-ilitow 
authorities for thoir m-rtfem? aid and" interest in fhcrpM.' Th'yy 
1-.p. v « y ^ u pr-x-ipt. to rosyood to all npplleotloro for escorts and" Pro- 
tection, and have sent in ^n.i-gp of their-- troops ; officers who bo-j r ] 
thon n. 1: -n--.-> -nort disoipliiio ? an^ who wen? -^tm' of -rant aid to no in 
e,f\l ~ri ley enr^riry grornd s , rnardn" nr trains^ -y oc y- y . n a 

To Li-ientonart f>nerrn. Sherman, the c^y^n;' are espoci a? ]v in- 
debted. Ho bos tnhon yreot ir.harosf in tho wort, and has alwa^o 
ir^tructod riopnrtw-'-nt soTenrd--rs to yiv<"- no all the aid in their 
no""--"v ? or-osi stent with their ^ntios /"and •■^vci 1 to let' tho "wont' at -• - . 
01 , -j A - f OV vrmat of ".nll-i.!:, any pro tent ion » 

To General Heche, eorprran 1 ir.y T^nart^ert of tho Plotter 1:r-.=ra 1 
Wyers , Chlof Q l1P rtarv, nrstar; Mo iar^Co.nrhjn^ ; Oli-'of Q i. and al ] the' 
Diy-n t'tinenf Sta'fT. we arc o n co iho-ielrto-"! > } an-i to ^o] . ,j„ r. ; >i-nn , -< 1 
C'Toncn^ino Pont tlcPhmroon » anri cm „ H. P. I'li -jn ->-.-. ^ ec ! '-:o?in.d r'o^t 
oaiunlorry; hlojo-- Kelloyy, q.^-^ct.^I^^ Fori Itorgan; itajcr Wei" 1 , co.'^pnd- 
\ny Foii oenywich ? nnci coiravn" iuy officers of Font J<s-:~-a^.ie, T d^a-^.^ 
to tender- fh^ thmiho of the connany foi 1 tho nronpt ?m r i o ff ici^nt 
majiii^-' in 'oh.' oh fh^y hr>ve always aidod ns, T h^^o o-:,f the na~or 
of tho oonrr.nn^ono of -:-vr dif fennnt escort?., hn.+ have honor! ry 
ohiefs of rvortle? rp?"!: in +=?rrfn of nrai^o withovt p^npntiro', 1,,;r i f 1 \ 
sneh ch orfnl aid fr<y" r]] the mtlilory, we cannot ca] cnl/'-t r. tho 
honefit it ^ beer. +o no the tiro it ho:? paved, and t,h^ '-iira of 
rnnoaetiseary tr-avel v/o h^v.-y, thmiiyh tho^j be>~-;, ah! ^ t<~ ehvinf •= . 

h r iLh ''-'.rovot lb ^or-Clen^roi C, ! " , Anyiy a-iror.^di ny "Poprirf nent 
sjf 'he pTsttOj i hmT rnri,-. arrnnoo^ont s fo n o protection ^ivr-^v^ -? t-i ■- 
yean 18C !; '., an.d h? ho 3 bee- very lihero l v cenoiderir-y hi" r-eanr, 

Tn ?nh-oitf i.ny the reports of niy chi'-fe :.f pa^tioo. T deH.ir> to 
cell the nhtention. of tho rcT~r&.~<"iY eepee.ially to the «r r ;ryy an.d 
pert-rev'-nnonoe with r/hieh all of them h.oyo per ferried their dr + y„ 
Of ton throofon-in by Trdiar attache, % se T netii' i ee wjth^rt <=>gcort, 
and ohl-: ye-l !n o^aviri!"' th^ coiuitry alone , e port, i en. cf the ti-^e 
'^or'-i'-ry the t'/i.rheiy, t/'-yo all have ha i r."irro"r oono.pe5, hav-" had. rtol^n 
•"t'-ichj, cor-no ettoc^odj e.n.'i boon caxiyht ~!r heevy er.oy.' starT , in extreme 
oold. wither:', fivor: h-rrt . ee y-'-"''", v/o yn'-o, not "host sny Ti.veo:,, o^ any e.+ 
stoeh of TT'eat vol no.. In a eoruifry nninho.hj f ed , 100 to i „ono milen 
away frco any* oh- 1 , and thro- n. noon their o^n "o^oou.rcee . thoi.r -noei- 
tiono havo r n t hn^n ?.i- ; ocures nor- their' reo'Tr-o-eihi] if 5 ee li"hf. 
T have ooyrr yive'i an ^rder, \~<: "in t tor how dif f licnl t to perWr, 
or whet the ehef acl e to overcome, but fhoy h^ve all obeyed i+ with 
that finer"?: and perc.ona 1 i.ntenoot that only xind-n -nch, circnrretanc.ee 
canhrin.y onecer? , Th-- yonr.y non corr^eeiiyr the, parlieo are, a? a 
fon*ral tiii-'ri,, -fa" ah r ' T7 "e the average, ^any oe the-- of fi n^- oddeoation . 
ar-i who not o;- 1 ^ p^--.fnr'o the dnfy welld'bti.t in+-e] liyenf ly , To 
Ihoor,, Toyer .• Fat en, and Henee, division enyineene, and heeor". Hills, 
. Pn--!?rn , Fod. 7S en.- 1 O'hoil, aeeie.tart enryin'-enr , _who h.pv-. hnd ob^^yo 
of naoliee, I a 1 " 1 n.'idoi nyec-iol nl li^'s.fi ore; al so f ': ^ hr , "yon I.r""op;i, 
t,n-, .-vir.ri-t, Th"-- are all to + a 7 -e tb fioid for 18o7. 

I- ]-,.-yp fiihyttt^d fren ti:"*R to t i^e, "\ape an r1 yr^+'iles of 
parte of th-" line. I - , .cw enhitlt poooiio f a " 1 the 1 iir not heretofore 
sent "''OT.t: a]oo, ""°pe of lineo west of ealt 1 ahe , nod a n 'oi°n,l map 
att acto-^d to t^le report, , ~]vowir" al 1 th- lin^e tv^ diiri^y tho year' 
1 OOfo, and th.oee run her^fofooo r,"hir:y a connection fro- th" Mi -.■•-, -^ ire i 
rj^r to tbo paejfic ocean.. 

Tabi.oo of ^-rndee, alfifn.den ar- 1 die + aoees t? al eo at tach"-d r 
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r:M eh wi"P he of vain,-* for fi.it n o • u v^'-;ncs, Tlir -•rade r ' <- l b° 
rmol i^ina' 1 " 1 in*- wt] 1 ho v r + --ia' 1 1 y r-^^ncp- 1 in fins] l.pcatip- " 

1^7 



H-; ;p-,niUry - pM'y f ir : rr>of.p (liirip.^! ''y 'P ^ ^,-4"i nr "ivt>4^ TT" 



nlan.i for fh.~ y*ar 18'.>7 ao follow^' 

"T'-i n :■"=■. of 4 th Janr.any ca"<~- ri u] y to bor^ „ T pnei-"e a r.-or-ii '^ap 
of located line fr-.rn bn"ty ^latto Hif^ (p.r-T-inr ^f FoT ,+ h ^lattr* 
yj Vn -.-y t-~. yor + Pa.unr'e'PP (oro or, In rp of Lam^i^ Piv-o-O for ,: otir priraio 
"n for- at i>uu Tt will n-ive uui location bettor than I can fl^crl he 
it. !7e run up bo^py* p n i e -j pp -ixi e3j loariny it 55 ini]pp east of 
Cbuir.L T;.rlbo.'.u, ao 4 it"..-, "re:: v'hu*' ■ tip brdulo Fort Lararie air! Dorvor 
ir cr;oii-roac! croooru that p.trenm. Yon prt a To" of Prior,.*:- I. i,ii- •.:■>::; 

n i . I h v 



in ca''"n f'i.t.- ihlo rcul I'^osset; Hen n v ; >: '- when u:u •v- , r.- rp Iho'u- /h' 1:; '- 

yonn, " f o * r - n 'v'.v: n rilos to oiu?asiny ,of 4 y^iur c rj.^-:, gikiib'f iVrfy" r' 

"'"' " Pott ^*s '"'* r nlior in th.l;: cb". at onco ; he u-* puru-^nop poppny i ■, p . ,ro t.pi n : 



an-" 



•1 re or-.it', 'i rlr r Or-n Cv. : >■].■. 



'rooming 8.3 th-^ Eactu' 



>f rum tub 



Tt :'u on a ••"•'1'i'llrn, -v.,"-,-h. ?v riloo pan". o r '.upy 



p Ca;p U~ lh" ;-y ; fr •"'",•. U-U ; 

crucuiny to Pf, cf-rnonr-.B it i r 50 uilop, T, P pet up r ri ]];•'.- :" : rr":\p 

^ I Pu l. 1 - ?l 






ouoyr r tr, Li jr.. 

T -vj' v: vrb<--i y n r ay obobt i-.U15.LiUy "Posts, 

lb- rrf cT ^i;-!j: vlb rilr ^iriirp ?■'- or •, U ;u> "p ■ ... ,.. ..»;»•.,, 

rona-l bouu. ; T P C nu- U,yr <U „ uu it 1r no- n'u.i.uy bribAiny rp UPo 
■~ t. ;."■',;. ? T o U "- n iri"! I" La ^co.vi'-i'J.-;.o Liny h-rr o 1 ! v miin:- v .n t-- v y : 
Cuvri'ijrrt iu-yv '" ; '-- M - ,i l o"'^- 1 "o , Mo^i-h. Piatt-.. i:j nl..:o tr .? !-a;-r'- f: •••■^ v'i:l.r.b 
;, jU Lp^ ! ..P'"-' "'i 11 y-ui. ,,-xt ooo;;:c-.n s +ho ^ailrofiC; f '•--- lr: n t? t-^t 
"ClnL r *..:>5ay i": ,; 'o Co' , '; i 'n.y ' o !-'iv ;■- , T r.n-. , l:jt t;; U-> o-.^nt-- 1 by tli^! 
v!^ rtn filing' ■• tn-^-;-o a"? 1 mr t-ino, ire. 1 " ^ru f-:r r~-ri y". r r-'o uyu- 

+ :V -^. a -j ,-„ . ,,„„.. V !. p~, r y 3-.pj-* -n v.-It.--,...^ - -n p-,-,, ipr.l : -.T- 

r.^.-.::,",-.;.: y^r; ip r> -~ o I. ;- •-- -U nn^ fp ]r+ of r.L--yto-.nb-rr :\-' C-\yr n.^r,^- 
ni'oooup;, -iv 1 -l tb- on? ..f i?.C r : piYavl c '"un^.uo, 7ii'!ur aL -uu^L 
■••■ lob- ?.;li o.r ".': Cror Cr-:.:- 1 C-ojdir.^ rill >^ l1 -.^ ul 
ivi -sioo ^ n n.] -",-i--^" V "; .. ,-sbal 1 .-n-ny.-- n • obiu" •■•; f.";' T.i.jiri-'-.il 
"! 1 ; no .-h-ny;.t ; imi 1 . 3 :t r> yrrn- nl n.*'" fhr- r - $ ^,r irn t""'"p 

•p-.^^rtTi v x i" 1 1 ,'>o iiioct "t -; '"* ..l''">t':- jVC j f lb 7 .•' n. . i • L;.{ .. 
..,,.,. . t y^ r y ^1-,!^ Mo-y br;t fhjn 1 - C- V; v, n r . r , r p. wi] y y-> fU,-- 



O r on': 1 ; A .-: 






T T 1 ' ■•:• 

■nine-: . 



^..r.-t Tri-^'y--. •.-■■ill b-- n:?rh:.: :| i" '"■''• 'U 70 u-iloo uv- ,,; a' o"-- -;o n - 



■'.--I it no a- 1 oILlio.'.- b'2' r -oo 1 yoiny al nop rrr.t rio- c 

yon u::vyi ? .y ■--• ty "i^-iv? Lrr-uci.: i-r:y prnii'v 

f. thho-, boLtu_ "b 
Jirrcuon Pin- "uocL 



,i, pi -i i .. T n-. ■? y 



vor-bj ir fruij, fro' 1 " ol.t^or ;v;.j.'-;t ? iu any 



II nioy "b" 



iii -Pi nal'! y vi'"- L rr'" i ,, o t.~ "' v.}.^ yorr ^cnol fn r ' 



Lara':-'i': or north ,p ft .v 

+,h : r r.oil-.t.O 



-.-..«*■. i 



c.Hbor 



il i £ irrTr Hrrorip era"? , " •; „ eU~'n 

i. ini.i^-i -rnnLba -■ f-.-,-r> y-f. „ 



TI 



KC^' ' 



v.? ■ 



•a;.i l base , nn:i i"' 

r» yen, n i-'ii^ ^^ i "-•.-_ T 



i.irin- Lbo aoo oo; 



Polo oiuooirr- II .•••t, +br^ Ci-ov C r -- .-.''• y ->r.-! 
IV -1 1 3 f-i^nUv ;,n-lt.lo r-f-^-a . 

y n-p, : .-lour- *^1 in tb" n ro- cU r«n 3r yoL'irb o"L ' ?. u , 
msjb-fo.v f.-.i"-;n !■-,•■; -^^eY-i'a\ . . o thai ro oar vy-yy~ , ; :ir obor o 
■•ott*i"°' '-o Tcr'U'ic VM.T-.r b'i 1.?- J ^, Ti ro in\ 



U-.n:' of 
o '"'iiitu-o -r> "! cr-Lr i .• , 




■?.\Z*> P'--'- ? 



, t ri+ p jV , . t ,..-,, n:J3r ., 



o a n to o U) y. "• r r ■> pr ; ' ;:: o w . 

... , t v;..njict we rii: 1 ^-o x J u t iv.vo -y f^,i<: fo? 

t lOvil* w.. j !' for +>o "orn", iy.u T 



i-_ 



? -' 1 
Pirnirrlal '.nott.ru yoror-"lly -To Vi o 
..:..,„. _., ^ n .-, -i p,,^ n . r .y,. iq f aCs -_» !o { . tbar 

Lb- i'r-robers, wo ur ol7 n'.ybt „ 

T vnv'b . 'J j" ol-iO'ot "or., ?Ow..- . ">-■ ,o 



tb". fr + ni"- , 



'. .'-■ 1 1 -'!■ 



I 4. + V 



ti-ro"' -.r 



.,. ^,,.,... -.„,!.,-__ ^ t , ^. c p •- iorio; firuL nolo M+.h 



oV , ih : ^TV'tri'v, r.v* if onr iur e- unorder rjn'y T ao '.""•"y. and 
'..^l bo rlub to pirj v.5- rll n i rl , yu— '1Uu - -nttbiny oV^- ui 
pb TV ,^n,, 1-. rnr b i p 1 -l 'r^ * i 1 , t U: lay -nr.' -■ P Tu.1ir-r tronbl^cy e"or- 



fivy yo 

l.o] il nort'< : . 



i?,r 



'•"■' '^'Ub" ; n rnv.-o or- -u^' from AiLali t^ Tn x ., r -u Til-rr oc r.nn A 
n, lb., rnooi 1 roue th~ ; >rri. n Cl .-iub" ^r v-ubu-p ^-l a.;-. 
•vntti'r- i-ruly. t b,r. ; u- - '• bnru tm.no t^ C u' - " nr ? -' p-u . 3 . .. 
w. .ib^y, to bo oc^^^c or lol^— r ? aui any Tn-b u! : - r- • 'ntj..:, 
O0 V h ;, b vo ; f _ ;i ,,.,. f ,,rt;n W ib +^.Jv uurby -DiUb b- P l~o.-t 
fotal'to rry a.-, w,- :rnol not l.m n "iouto • j f i^ J/ "u ^nry on p enr 
^. nr . t i,']ir-n tb- -urr-nt -n. -rt into tbo rilio-, eouuny„ r^ 
t-, ;;;,;.; o.-.nVw'-M •-•>•>, tb-rryn lopvr flu> r ]f up,, p,.^.^ hr- L yy.^o^ 
tbjU. it rl !> ■ , . ,r 1ini': fiUoyr, ><n t.h^ i .". >.o > -- 
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Thn !•• in ly^f -v,-. . r ~- > • d. , t c -Tf-1 In •••nro ■••;•! „ T "^.ir-T .ie ' r--i o^f^.•l^■" , •->--•• i j..jo t X: o< 
irf.^i^ forth "'hoi I fhenr-hf m ohoolt ry-^', 

don, hy.oioj :1o an aV\o <\ L". : an^'adondo hoh- '.<^li; ; \:,;;, o.n; ^^.v 

-i ' t •">, 0,1 ;-'■;■> pO'Oa.; .'. :C ■?" OOOd'-a-.i 

1 nnirV lo op- ]~d,t~o -n- )n ;f n u oi.~ tt->ai y-m wraol ' no at ^"'"a na. 
j^ct, of tho '"o'V'tLr. 5i o aid '-^r-t 1 " -■ 1 X1 r- Flat. in.;. "■: mil -f ot"-~^r,. ? ; : , 
T fhinh ?n "i-;TjiVn_ ^l^n-v, TT1 «h , D^o!.- tirs-l v oalon-, w^ot of 
ttio.oonr i Fiivo.r, yon ndd ! l \\r<~ ■ ton thononn--"!.- At oay "oio 5 d.-> r , 'i: do as 
I hai tc-'-^-'t well ofl~a +hr T 'i]pno, a u-l +,*-*» 7 .it ' + ho inl^-oa^r dopErl- 
iiioiil n '. ^b'i lopptoo it op Yon; bill pet of tor fto 1 "' oooolp anrl fallow iheo; 
tc do *•";]> ,ar]oy j, wit pent nry lot •-:--(„ i.i ri II th^y rv po^niohed fo -- poof 
ci imoo rv-..! "-ill veon^ei' tho i. ad-' of the dp-, c rr-'r .-■ n t in th<-< f-itoiro. 



Th .-:• 



a o a 1 o> 1 



'O'"" 1 '?! 1 j ^h o '^o rot !oio r ' ir h ad 



no a) 1 '- f ~>r vnr, o'' r^ae-" 1 , ---n toth, {'aafiainf ■ 

C. P. d H ,-, Jo.-' H 'p. I- no'.; rnninhip frr-r CornoH ^"Jnfo-.. " : d 
iu.i"« --- c mouthy r. 1! p n, n. riihio fiv** n 11 on — io^-io 1 ymr- to-oopo'Su th j n 
•"•atyht of nijinhn „ Yur. can. hny nil tho pno^non,, flou 11 , rraiii, da „ 
aooded for troops on^ ponto north of Fnaono and fhd;o-o3hn niato lava an 
TTeoloo-n Iov.-p an- 1 loo 7 it dovn? in dluff on Onnho otioap^- than poo 
erui hup it ,ui dt„ Loro ;- . Th^ Hcod south lofo no vi^ht into finool 
pi art of Tvoo-ohv/ooLei-'"; ^i'laoxivl and broo f p Td; of "'''ootcr'-r. To'^op r-ood 
oaot t-d.-i o no riphd 1 roi c tho prain and pro.^n^o iTpj.ooo c - " C'3' -f vrl 

T < ■",- n 
' - " ■ • a 

An: 'irc-'-y poooy noov.inp; sn.nv-"pns for tho hJ^idp-" p^rc'.r- t'iosonri 
diYon-~o laoofip/ n^r of ion. , hat can .-"olvc :it ?h. want to hnild tiij.o 
yooi-., hoy ho fc-coal to wait nn+ iT oft» =■ oarrop f-^oho+o h-ofo^c; rc- 
oan cio '.mu't; i!'ini ',vj rd 1 1. fnp if oju> 

Moo ?, oadapoelf d^sir- to ho noonaiihene'i to ?>U'S. C» and f;vily» 
v/a.v v--. oy, voop o.-o-o^ to h"^ Vi of 3?o'"y"-n'3 -deafli, 3" " "on. O^'-rnt in 
Fao]:inpfon, 3-pr> n- -51.1 p C to ^uv-:r mi +h.- cpndop, I ^o v.- Honh 
oho-a!;. flop un .Tnaa' + .-• o^tflo loco ! ion ^0.^^ Lar-oaio njo-.-r:;- to doll I,aIo n » 
A.i'o yon oo)f "oiri" onf tbe'i? 

T h^?io"'"= T hMT.v anon,oo;-v 1 al " on id hoi.:- iio 1 ~;5o'on y^n ,-n-h 
io.oipht 0-0 w.171 .lo.al'--'- yon lo neap tho ^-^i-'Vfil (if Ihr-o lo ^j) in 
po;r':::diu?ry oporatl orr; . T hoop. f--m , n G o!-e anl 'n ; ' s 4 -=ff n^p-at- 
KonuD poroolot --"pool od ; on thoy o^n t-^ho all a-Tvonta^oo i- th^ln 
o:o^an-'coalo , 

Whnl 1 haon; -aid ntmt, pojnbs, int^o:iono ,ho , of railroad ^o-appny 
1 ppofoi yon ohoad; not a- 1 c- ri.ihl:io ? an o .;oh "^inp^ offon n-i^ I1? 
ti-onhl-."' 

Gnnoi-al 3ho ro'on onono"''od 0^0 fvoio Hi, I.onio or, Jo\n'.oop' lo, dddd 

no follota;; 

»t i-,or.- inot >vad with iatoaso infon-ot oono l-+.t 3, o o" tho 
Tdbli, pad, tnon-t yon want-so if "-ft t^ myoolf, T hold on.- yon will 
yanoflon ay o^airiinp if to ^en-rod doant ^.:.?-' his iadivriinn! p^"ao\"! , 
p.-, i^ vetn-'-r d to a« , Tt is alfroort a roi vac lc- to -naop pooo -nrpr'oo 
to flaioh to Fnnt dinto^a (dtn oolloo) ifai ;-\an, hn1 jf>. to~o fa^ 
bc rraioh fhof 1 iaiofraiod, ";a ovoi inf-avonf and a co-op I yenraa T n^gard 
this roof 01 oonn-o ao tho" solnti on"' of tho Indina aCfooino nod tho 
Iforhion nr.astjor., tno , trvrvfooo, pio--': yon all th.- aid I poooil^y -a'a-, 
1^4- p^,., -p 3 '„] nr( i a r ooldleno nvenydoono "no 1 the :.Votn7noo of -•: 1 ict- 
5 " 1( -.ntj oopooio-l.y r-o«a tho hlnoi-^j iiiuif on" ohilito- f- -a:pont a ^ 
PneP^f pi -»". t oaop-~''.-nate3 holo avn f.-onhloo and app^ n do r r,r \^\r * 1 
noV r"pnao OAno-^d^T-nn;- oh fli>- spin- i:ic;.sci'.vj , a- ! ^n'o] ^oojut -it'i you, 
and Gor^i-al Ilanoord" jnst b-U'h rid -nfpnpnoa|.^ youna aoa , fit for 
^onnc"! ov f>" tho ^i^ld. I will aida^O'dtevpopfp 00 thot h"'"-o J ;,o i 
'mi onnp pyt on ooaaoo. nniuoipl-'K ar, n nifh d ! p-'aaon r v l1T o:.^ ond the 
f •»-,«+ ofo-n of ^r-op 1p to anno'- for- tha oooui.nilof inn rf fho 
n ::.' r <-°«vv'Jr^ n : -n"aatoriols at tha~i-ii.it po5oto ton -hio 1 : -am noii^?d 
"c'^^'^'/npna 'do for -0 latonoof io yonn oooliroi .! - ^oo.-nnet, ( 
; OT ;» n ,- ^.-o+ oae'v thot ha th dnonf a^f T f-ol do-.ply -nio-ir>of to tho 
safely 1 t y.-mr p-ont aafio^od oa + nnpnioo„" 



V 

n 
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After- General Grant had rend the Tetter I bad written to Heneral 

to Gen* Sherman, 
She union , I receiver! the following from General Grant, giving bus 

views on the met ten : 

"l bee/" carefully read the enclosed letted' frcm G-eci, Dodge, 

and. in accordance with your r"~queei return it, Nov that, the Govern- 
ment has assumed, the obligation to guarantee the ber.de cf the Pacific 
Railroad, it beoom.es a matter of great pecuniary internet te see it 
completed as eoori as possible. Ever-;* protection practicable ehen'ld 
be given ivy the military,, both te secure the rapid completion of the v ; 
road and te avoid, pretexts on the part of the builders to get further 0'- 
assistance from the Gavernmenl , 

T do not r;c- ; ray way clear now to furrier you further reinforce- 
ment c beyond, one regiment of infantry. As soon as one regiment of the 
Invati.c corns :le organised I can. have thm Canada frontier garrisoned 
by it, with a few conm-anier. of artillery, and send, you the lib. Infantry 
now on duty there;. 

It might ho far-then practicable to eend you. o reel men! of invalids 
Loocoupy ouch depots am are necessany to be kept up, end thereby 
.relieve more active :mn from duty in the front. I will not send them, 
however, without an intimation from you that they can be made avail- 
able. You irighd be rcm.nf er-ced to some extent by increasing the ct.an.~- 
dard of companies to the maximum number alloweecl by lam." 

On January 11, 15G7, I wrote Mm Durant that the City of Omaha 

had taxed the Pinion pacific railway $4-600 a.nd that the County lanes for 

Ddiiglas, CQ S mas $10 ,000 e T did not think they boob-amy authority 

to mate this taxation and acdom-i instruct inm in this matte" „ 

I 9 If " 

On January "Qth, General 0. 0, Angu.r li.avi.ng taken command of 

the department of the Platte, I wrote him in relation to funniobing . 
escorts to the engine-era an^' others , Fo hoped to stretch our fences 
from Alkali to Ft. Sande ms and it warn import ant that the fore-' should 
go on the ground ml th confidence and veil assured of amble military 
protection, mid when ?*e get settled, if Indian trouble? dimish. or 
if the campaign north 2.nfl couth should drive their awar r from the '"la tie 
route ? the protection would be diminished; "vat any scare or attach in 
the commencement mould be fatal to us, and almost irmmrn'.itle V-. obtain 
|lid nee oh ear y laborers „ t'y idea was that temporary camps should ho 
distributed with the different grading parties every fifteen on twenty 
miles j no we put the workman on the ground and for scouting panties . 
to thoroughly ™eoui the country north and couth of the line te give- 
ample warning of hostile bands of Indiana . ; 

You will find that the country between the Lodge Pole and 
South Platte wlnieh comprises the Thite and Pice Fluffs., Fae.no Cut 
Bluffs and Crow Creek country, have been heretofore great resorts for 
hostile Indiana and really secure reseats, as it is in a country ven- 

tittle known r til he ^ lSt ' '^ e a r » lvliei1 we developed it by our 
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different engineering pontics; else the country between Lodge Pol:: 
mv'l Le y?a»ru €. Pork, Indians from this country have always made their 
dash on the ••-.•'■.'..•••land routes up Platte and Lodge Polo. In this country 
-70 will have many per ties getting out ties and they will need sor?, 

protection, 

I a Hi well aware ibol the military authorities are doing all. ir_ 
Lhoir rower to aid our enterprise: in fact, General Shemvom has often 
told re that he considered our railroad the host solution of the 
Iridlen jrrohlem Mini could be gotten and was very anxious that wo 
penetrate the country as fnet as oossihle. 

Abort March 1st. I shall start out pur engineering parties; two 
for the r hteck Hills; on? for Salt Lake and should like hy the 5th or 
10th to have escorts reody at Ft, Sedgwick s Ft, Saunders and Camp 
Douglass for the engineering parties as follows; 

•Party going West of Ft. Sedgwick fifty men, twenty mounted, 
thirty inf entry; 

Party in the Black' Hills five mounted, PC infantry. 

Forty on the Laromfo plain? twenty 'mounted thirty iivf entry; 
■Party in Utah twenty mounted and thirty infantry." 

General fiugtir in answer to this reouest agreed to place detach- 
mrnte free Alkali to Lam pie River to cover sum- workmen at convenient 
pieces f rot r-irceeding PC in ales apart and to cover the rood north and 
south with o's ecouiing parties so as to opkve notice of the approach 
of any hostile bands of Indians and alee to furnish the necessary 

escort to the ermine ere . 

On Janus ry PfYid yt I received the following letter from General 

Sherman :~ 

"Yours of Jan, P ; for- some reason, did not reach wo til] today, 
T had nothing to do with Cooke's removal. The order originated at 
Washington and came to me completed, without my being conetclted, and 
1 do not know whet influenced Pen, Grant, hut never supposed General 
Cooke was 1 in fh.R least to blame for the Phil Kearney massacre. That 
post had been completed and the garrison inerepeed to the iargoei 
estimate mode hy anyone up to that time, and l Would have volunteered, 
to Ceneral Cooke thet explanation, -uily the instant 1 sent him a 
copy of the telcgrsih, he' rep] led that he presumed I was the cense of 
his removal, which deharrrd. x me from making any explanation. 

As to Augur. I only know him of his old army record, which was 
very pood '. He°was llwaye a favorite, and was, I think, one of Grant's 
comrades of the 4 th Inf entry. The probaMUties are he will be in 
command of thet department a long time, and will soon master all the 
oueetJene, end he able himself, if necessary, in person, to load his 
troops, ' Ten will lose nothing by the change, for I will make :u, 
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incumbent on the military to rive an earnest attention to the 
protection of your roar". You have Genera.! Hancock <^n -the s oufh of 
you, end ftuguor with you, two of our heat officers, an.l thoy shall. 
have evfirf mnn that. T can rot and spare, m,-? are pressor] for men 
at 911 point. r„ T fear the political stateis has a tendency to make 
tho men of property south oblivious tc their earn interests 5 for 
outrage,?' on negroes and Union men south appear to increase. If is 
alleged , because the better people don't lend their helpt o atop, 
it, as they say it to none of their business. If cur ar~ , y has to 
do all the 'kitry police work of the south, you can sae :« t will all 
he absorbed there, giving us a small shone of the army for the real 
public enemy - the Indian. But 30 far as interest in your success 
is concerned j, you may r- et easy* that both Grant and I feel deply 
ooncerned in the safety of your nation?! enterprise , " 

Mr, Hemic wrote me from fee lloines that the Chicago 3 Rock 

Island. "• Pacific werm? at r/orh west of that place; that they had 

located about 15 miles w?L, crossed the C 'one river abort 05 miles 

went n.rd. gwrve up what was known as the Quaker Divide. Mr, Johnson, 

the C K 1 e f engineer ;! told, him h.p had neither a. map or profile ms^e 



4" / by either myself or Dey and could not find flier , and was rrnnirg 
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a 'new line altogether 



This divergence of the line located, by Ms 8 Roy and myself 




van 
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great mirtago, II took them entirely out of their lard grant 
and also crossed the line that wa.e proposed to be extended, from 
Oskaloosa T ''eet. This mistake ima discovered too late to be amended 
and weo abvRyi, greatly .regS'^ifcd by + be Company, are., as time has 
shown,, it took them through a much heavier country, with greater 
grades,, out tilde of their land grant and prevented th extension, 
of tb^ir line from Oskaloosa west to Council Fluffs. 'Jhs " " * : 
li,v;: ft .;nn .through Harlan, tc tho head of the • Ifcsqui to end thence down 



that stream. 



iHf 



On Tsbruarv -diet Col, m, R. Morgan wrote me that Gen.- hineotk was 

A 

preparing to make a campaign against, the Indians on the S^ky aii.d 
Arkansso, He said they were collecting sir-alieo at eld pt, banned, ~ ;: ' 
Ell sworfh, and e"oys and Ormsral Hancock .was trolnz to take the field, • 

This was one enraging to us because the Indians to the south 
(5f 4J--JO p*> r\\,n were "isnr rp us a greet deal of trouble. 

On February 27, 13S7. the Hortb-estern railsose reached 
\^fiouncil Bluffs with their track. The roa- was then known as the 
Q n «» v p-pids and Mirsouri River Railroad, There was qniU a 

safb.er:Iu rT at Council Bluffs. ' 



L. 
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Co. 'PP'r fry; 27 _ 10 ^ s T :^r.civ?.-i hhr f -1 1 oo- toy i->+* Pr Pooo Gen. 

"Ar'y.'V st. otooooo o" ooP^o t l^o i" Pach " ny t >/r> „ t fi,-, 1 ,-.•,• -m. 
prln^n + ho "''{Oi^.^T?. 1 " of rounol 1 Plnf-To . w" 1 h ?-•■■ or "on 1 p. o~ :.rr.'-i .-•• 
c]'?"sh or tho v.?c.?.:-^"^a of th" .-y^r-iny 0, p, y P o o, P„ p„ ti- 
r/r-.n 1 .' h:voo It* p.p. di ?■??. eui 1 to imvo oorif^nooP rove ofirripy looiho 

'Ui. 1 nP;--iinoy-.-. '.;v,nn ,'i.roct T" t'SPoC, ao.r 1 fOOoO 1 th'° rm^il rtei-el ■„••" ,ptp.---v; ', 
of yoor- "it.y no* 1 ..'"! tho i'opco ,+ o; ?.o o P :".io I o on 1, 1 .- o^ it:? f;-+-"« -ir" 3 : 
3oP o^ seo-r yronn , 

It io ii-r^oi. PojytPPP'l oer,-^ tl^oo to coa-o f^o In her; Piott n 
Li'". 1 ;,:oi:i' wor.'t ,;o^-, r,^,":^ s^irrv: fro^ 1 PoPorioy to p!,i , onn' o.eopor.o 1 , 
n:o" !/-,l>=:o. to fol:owo j.t ei;.; : piy ; y l0 f jii.-".-:' hiFo^V fnp -eh'r'-'' 
>><yi ' t vi +b,- "■/! -rto"!" iii c ooh o " p.ooyo'*" :o? , " 

T uooy--. n e_oy,.:'o:P ytth ?."" , fPifOi Poniocy^jVt po D Mv n Bnoo:ov,': 
of tho T T o"-P.k'<". .a"P no?' ro-ilroori, Tor cyonio ; y uy cool ,T Poo r i : to. ho 
k'-.ov.rn ao tpo Poo H">" r --oioo';; CP,-rP Hoopou" Tr He ol P.. ■; oo ; L o-o, fv-o the-* 
;v.r-oooC of "li-r.liO.p- "in! ? uV , t^, TJPi-> : P^oifio Ro ; ">-;l, Ihooo 
I'ljiin; v; -!>•>?• o'or,- 5 - 1 by tbo p?0'ilo i-ii o i?:oro eo-b">oeio^ with the t. ri- 
ot ■-'■•.■' c+, j oi-i oo" the T""; a l „ The cool mo inro.of aoo 1 fm nirihf o to tiio 
TTai.o'0 Pooifio. a :. o r^.t: r-hioh hvcyrht -,-;,_• profit ".'ho ?.. ?-;'<= y to the-r. 
IS, r;nr o "t 1 ;;tO' " 1 o."> fbr-t thoio-o ohool • ho o oy „ Tho <-•■=■ ^ineo 
r ; . ."onloboo + bo> -oo ol in'th oiuot of its o-.^i xrrtoH t t rpoobe -.1 ti-> i o^o 1 



\emv?x: i t ; Wyj.viir.vj. 



;?tY. 



•• / 



Oix .Tr,i\ir ; "' 2'rt'o , I ooooItc >:1 tho ^^o^i!'^; l?tloo f :•••■,-.■, i,^., 

F a ".: , HO .10 -fvrvr- >T r; ; Vjt-."!: :* t V rrlirjii-.; T: : tho O^'O^itiOO of i" 3 ft«^ T '- 

"fii^v •■, rr- i ?■.>-«•;., «_ -| fi j -^r. f nv pipno nri ^.oe;"o.o-fl" , o f j ■■"' troll .•"'io^ 
n hvi .1 jo ^r" n o !'iir ' r i ro^oio^i HIo-oo n ', •?i."^.h r >: rla^.- oo'" 1 yovivi.io* 1 o 

^■- 1-,.^ "',-.- ~,i ;--,] -,t "* r ',..M--;i. ,-p . 1^1+ il thn n "til O^ ?o , -n-'T!'-,.;.v , 

o a Rj-mr" ■■ !"M ; , foo„ Ho"io -v-o+o n "3 ?o. -f ■" 1 1 ■' ".o> : 

A 

"IV, Pinion n-i'^ '"'■'ov w 1 " 3 "! fio.'O: ",-*■- ",--t"]. this yp. r \" n , •it on th^y 
t-rt.t ;\on.Oy 7 pnrl "nt hpfnr«o, Po v "o not r.'.c^o 1 o h?.v ^^ j :o- o y " i , o : .-o 
T :-v.r. \.iy;iuo, lh-'"" ', -• oo^oooce o'.o-i •:^-o.r : ! f^7- , -' l r ; ;..y, t ^m ^cttioy ol~o 
1'o-r i-h'O'-"-' ovo ■• oil pp.il ro'.i.... for Ijoo^cL''.^;. vj -~j ho ;o oo- p'-.-rwsl l- 
io. t *.-. t^P'r ii-o.. TT-" ^cj'P to OtMlTi f-v- fP3^0 poo tj il? ^5. 00 
ii.bir-o oo- a to '.io;^ . " 






/ 



rvor. tho 



''Wzskiuo'tovl. 



n. 



?ldjo:uOOt r k;.ooi"\l of J h- Voto, : 

"Uyoix oa ot :; "! loo^o") of C<> i\ . P- .... '^,, 
Puioa -:o^fic Pofl.-u-a, J -:-': Cr.:P.hi, TToh-r o;o-4 ^ : . I°th, ^"', 
n Ul aa,ia;3 0'v C-ooa-1 oi ?oobP.otooco .i^-po the PlPn- r: - rv™---r.^t i on o 

v.-rr -fh-i Hcov^olooy w p V.'ai-. 

' ' ; I] I0"0 ' ;r ." ! 1-hO': ;!0 oo :;0'_i 0" r 0*0 ">" i"f lO -- : 



! ,bo 



-'hi oh. i- f"Pi "o .' 

, r , a , r y,./ K-ao^f-a 1 ^00 tho ery^ 0.--./.1- 3 r nof j 00 or i\h« U-.i,.n ^o.cifio 
T?fll- '.vn '" o'rn^" .:o^. .-oe-o^ioy oio + y 1 1: roPop, wh-o tbo r fr-o 0: 
•; w , o, --.-j-; ^itfo-ot '--tii^'\[ ! ••-. f.bo too^y^' of, [',,? 1^ ^, .^ ^- « - 0-f -T - 
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tv 



Orvic t, !•!•,< ^Ilo^l^ b*.f f-V ]V'irv Hio t:o-ob ^ 



'tjloff ;;r lullo, + tv lonoop... •.-!.. *.M oo of r- '. ■> 
roof -v-v^-rucf '.>■<■• oo boo-" lIi. ] e ,o- '„. '"••"• "biol boo- 1 » " 



! ^-:-l tr ]v> ■•■-! 1 -; 



. "• v ^ r- ; o; >: ;. 

0). ivbi'Li--..-; IClb, 1G3V, I fiV.^ r-iib tbo 0o.:o-l--j T C%u 
ii: Cl^.oI'-.c'.o., tb" ?y^:iiz':.i±c:x of + ho bioinob IJn" - p r^: 'It' rfo;^- 
HxVob (V^lto ; 'v.. P<_opoor , 

blooob T'.io ;■ vo-y flurry "c iLbj with bonoy j;;-- 1 " -'f o?rrro . 
brnoy ^vinfo r^i:- u - fpfof v.;. oor forobo n.oo l-focbof^f tbo o ; .^v--',f.i .~^ 
of tbo -'on •-"' i-^r-y rff^c > ivplr., p.c vo ~ vvr oy fO'oo-'^ f>- "* !"'--••< wlr fur 

C\u ■T--.:-^'.-i ~th. 133"*, T 'viiv-i bo, o. f. a-: :- b.: v.--;;:' "'•"o-f. .-^ 

ih~ fooo<th t- --» • \-"i --.- i "by i.ho iflf.,b ? . : >.-.-vrvo r r- fh fi ^mirH' 1 oy to t.b-? orul 
of Ibo r ;-,.-! ^ bp-ofref itoU-o, so ao f~- bo fiui-v to bo'^ It fop- by the 
fioot of J'ny. TMl> wra + b~ i-r^iooyiny g" t>o v^.-l: for ISC'", 

Ha Ur^ch I? ? IH^j bo» T„ H. Parent >ooot- -• on r^r + ji!i t ~ 

" ' ' ■ yi* w y*rK. 

n iU . boyf-- boi ac! to Ibio .-.m.-.o tb, v,.-:.. :-i. ; •• ''o" ii'-- 

Ho or o. ,,r '"f o ' "> 11 :'• i oo o ^, ;.Tr:r tbo :vo:l y ^ " w'-iiob Goo , Lby^oo has ir.'oo? --< 1 
± !■>,- p ] o 7;,;' • , 



l-i^-r. ;., o 



"Hot to -'vo pfi'l ;1o c o. ~ ; b "h 1 t .•'."of j *• r -1 .•■>" a^onii^l ,-f 
" T b-v-^ i !''o! ;tc '* '"''l ^ ,T i , 3'i,voo^ loc ^ * <"• ao "";-.!■ ;~oiy r :oroi ioi 



!-:>£••;:;,,. t.<' +nb^ t 1 !-- bro'vvot;, o-^r •••"■''. 1.; r";f:^' tb" ao *'. - f n- ;o;;'o .-".ci 
v;b ;' i -•''•• • oo\- 1 >i'" .; 'OO n , --' : ' Lo 1"i % f.r>t"l o'l^-lirl'" ?* "i cr^b, 

c,.,.. ■;„.., 1 ,-,i r . r ..,.,.. r ,] 1; -. . ''"Tf.o 0.1 ai r .'. i-" ?*o".-_u"' : '!.:"f bv* oodoi : .-< r +.b :i 
Oio'u^Loo F"0f.-" r 'oo~o\ "■ -•' ''"r^bnu-'bc.u " I t.b bob, ho^T-'-or, Ibo vi-io' 
thi-;-'- t ' - 1 iv^ta;--^ ar^ yon cin boTo 5 ': o^oblfl" 1 '- ft or ■.•- . Tb.-- 

4 ;,0,;M.OO T "ai: ofo; 1, W\" lln l.vf'-i'. th-~> W" ,■ ^ ',;"."!,'^rt. a Rbo-t 

^• ni /.-••-o,- -•'•„ 3-ttlbT;../ -f-hr, o"a1"ao .if t^r ^-.^l-oio ii-oioio" :^n ;, 



., wv 1- 
^.^x,,., T -., n ,, t ir , -],,-. mt,- -.o ri0 -, n cbo-o^r-.-i •ii ? , ; H.vxO-nrr p^ tbr j-^y^oofj 

wo"-' b"> bo iO::^.-- n ; = ..;; IV- ^ 3f b. ot" »ho r- c ^t-^ i- O'-Tb-r t •- -qiv?.7 ?■-■■• 

lb- lot .;ofo.b, , . 

p-; -,;, ••• ?,jn^r-i;, oio bc^ i b i o I s ^ opollf wo Te-iTi? ""(■■? otber- " r oo ?b^ro .' 

-p;, •> r:;,f c -! j .-, : oT v - n ' 1 r-ny ,^,t--i" i'.b -^ "onf i'fir ? >1 1 "^^loul t :o:'„ 
Tbo o' ! ??o^ ^noje Coronol-s o^oi--,-', f->r c---i'7? V1 f + 'bo ralbl\ 



rw-m-.,;,! olo;' '" ! ill o 00 tO" n 0.0-;u"i 



o +bo't7 woi'p ■; -1 1 (-,,-; f b.'-"" o^'oi' 1 



. PO¥ nr, 

i tho j'ai]ro.n.j c- Ht-K eoot-O-ol wb i 1 - w^' ro-I^t'i] .0 +b" Oo^o^o-n' 

„■ ; , ! . r1 ,. ;T t1l , , : ni r n,o 4 C +hp o-orlorol :;o-o!lo p ooV tb- -o^ of tbo b.^1- 

ruid i"3H>'C t"^ ^'i 1 " roo^"V "V*U. pay. 

Art.-.!- .r-''- + '" n 1 - n, ' ;r ' ^'^^vovoro,,? --'.bb tbo ^o"i ; '-'''it •-•ol fb? 
0Y? Xin,vi "*Lo.j"' ^o^'-'ur ?to ocoo*fo:1?: ob'-^ 1 tbto „ 

T>o ureotlco of fb" tRr^ib-i'fon "• tbo Ifoalooo boo" of tbo 
., MJ , IV . ,,0.- h ; v,^bt. ^ ^1 boo.fi -1t.b +bo Tutors- bo,.o-U-nt. 
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The Covnpary area envious to 1ru ! ? 3 nonaries en ^npn:^f •.Ofoi 1 tbia 
purpose, os^d to f 2 a thr East, base of the rountnt'os on the fn^r 
Falhe.:a ? the Crow Creek, Cache la ^oudro ana t,y e Berth and Pass 
line, I thonahi ' thi s was leaueoessary a j i d I urate the clvhivm^ 
Chat ay opinion; was shut wo should select a sinef- orapfrioe e 
to fia the lore Una af the lire ua ?er? t.o bi'itt upon; that the 
Close r^aer'- ha'" before then the decision of the "roars adopt in 3 tho 
Black Hills lira, Fhm T iaat the Ssereterj?- af tha Interior arid 
I- leaser- bar i fh~ uishos of *ha Company, ha informed me that he ha. I 
selected a camnateni enrol no or, Mr, Jacob Rliekensd^rfer of Ohio, 
to dot a > rain o the Boot haoe of the mountains , Fro' Vi the information 
I could obtain, of tie, Rliokerr3' :| erfer >, ha aas s \r 0rv eomnetert . 
sblo and reliohle aaa and I lau perfectly satisfied with tha 
appointment, eo -moot? thi= company and they aespuissees. ' 

In orsysi sins; the enyioeerir.s; parii-s for the season of 1307, 
I ha a in vios? the location of tha fine from Jule^burs to the Orou 
Creak Croosirsi arrd over tha ^Isck Hi! "a lata the Laramie Plains,, 
end alee °a aaaeilaefiea af a rout e from the crossing of tha La ram e 
River to the head of Fob ten nreck: north of any 2 inp that hod rat 
beer run ^ap' th^ a ate anion: of the ^sli I. eke srrv^ys pi- on the 
Humboldt Fella he fire Teuekke o> "fie £a|i¥Vw*a Isaisf S^sfe «/.i>t P. 

T*i ivina: th.o wir.ter f tb-u oasus' party hoe teniae d la the Black" 
Hills, j etus'yiny tha rloyaJfor sno^ and making a p;an"re>.l observation 
the-nn tea Petes' party hat! been exa"vrim;; tho erf loet'bf com the 
head af Self Loire Valley to Snake River by the nay of 'dv MalnSe 
River ara Me rsh Valley with a design of obtainlns some knowledge 
<ff? the rim of tha r -sHin . They examined, the Male to rente e nan ah 
to determine its imprest cabi] itry . They v;evo stioweei ., j.r- a jeno::. 
part o: p the, time end rare driven art on aeconnt of the storms m". d 

dean snow. 

In Ier.naey 1 seat orders to Mm Rates to' organize a party 
with Me. Rodger as chief to run a 11 ha from the point vhtsre R>.uor* 
River dabonehea into tho valley of fait Lake , around the northern 
point of the Fahsef^h rany" , conneotiny with be.. P.en.d't; tine in the 
volley af the flack: Fork, k revision, of the location up the I.c1e;c 



Pole and on Ibn >^.vi^ to the eastern hue- cf the Hooky Kourlnrr-o 
fas assizer! + -c Mr. T.. L, Hills, The fired location of the 1 ire 
, - 7or the Fleck Hillo to Ft, Saudere was asoigped! to Mr, Tomou A. 
Evans, The d-veloewant oh the conn leaf fmc Ft. oan^ 5 ;\: to H-reon 
Hirer roe rleeed in charge n F Percy tf, Brwwa. under the supervision 
or tlr. JoFe? A, Evens with full instructions to develop the' 
country between the italic 3 no how MountainB and Fitter Freeh en the 
South and, the Flack Hills, Swart water and Big Sandy Rive-s or the 
Worth, These parties all tool: the field and proceeded to -w^ek 

immed? otelv. 

On February 20 th, 1 received the follow? >ig letter frow n-fln.---.rrtl 

She ran n: 

"I hare just roee.ivecl your letter cf Feh . 3 and crip, I now 
hav? an or.gir.eer officer with we , r - ol . Morrill, the nawoj you will 
remeoiher } who wont rith Thotnss as far as Atlonta, He will now he 
able to compile and rake useful o"H ripos that are authentic, an^ I 
will bo obliged for all and any you oar give mo. 

By fhlo tin© yon. wuei ho well acquainted with fkeneral Auge", 
and I hopo yor will work togothrr like brothers, 
\ 1 will want to come- up to Omaha soon, and world like to have 

'/ " r ; a pa no over the road frow Chicago to < naba , I have a yearly paos 
/ / ever the Chicago arid Northwestern roads hut don't thtnh that jo the 
/ cOiVpany that cones to Oioaha, ho you know if the rail -road from 

■■t i ;/ Keoiroh to Hoa lioineo will join the Pooo^skoro Head hy the hair 

- \.V Yalliv..- or m vo to the wool hy the Cov;Y\ <£iy\ e - •■■: of the Foot Island 

: M ' Food?" til could cove dirfanc by making junction with the finished 

\^' Owahc Food ot a point in Caro 11 County, 1 ao- satisfied the! our 

ip py a Louis and Missouri people are eltvc to the necessity and. will, 

within 12 or 10 wonlba have- ocwrainicaf ion with Council Fluffo via 
3tT Joseph "ol t,h-? Minsouri Valley, as also hy prolonging the Forth- 
Missouri 1 ' Railroad to the Keokuk and Sea Moines . Condi! "with is 
j the contractor on both, and fell's are he io waking oure and good 

'■■ progress. 

! * I Lhirh in another year, l:y thee, railroads and the ewc-eneien 

; of your Freaf road to the Flack Hi Us (Sanders, if possible) and 

the' 5m o lev Hill to the neigh horhoocl -of r "heyenne hills, we can act 
so irnet^etically that both Siowr and Cpeyennes irrn^t die, or nuhwiii 
to one dlotnficn. This ye^r we are forced to do the host we can, 
hut' I hou- row will keep your men a'f wedp spite of running and 
ovpp Ro,4ran-L dnnQ-er> 0j for both Fenerol Anger and 1 will do all to 
: C0V r-T> the workina rarties that is pcsnihle, only we nay coneider ot 

- better done hy coutoininy all against the hostile Sioux offensively 
: instead of keening the soldiers close in, in eight of your wen, 

'■. T* 'think with a^" little exploration frcn yo'p the working parties 

j Fil'l^rnde-stFiud the I they ore wore safe alony the Lodge Pols with 

! ™ r soldiery twr, or three hundred riles north, than if those scne 

ooidiero were close ot hand," 

The question of a permanent Superintendent of the road had 
keen up for cone tine and I hod reeowmended Mr. Webster B. Snyder, 
very highly, whn had been acting ae Super:! ntondef and en March 7th 
received this letter feo'm him: 

»t a w Kr-r n i L di obliged for your dierafch and letter of Feh v 
1 28th and for the inte-eof you have nonifested in wy o/elfare ?.r\» 



i 
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pronoi ton, Tf this Division of the Road is ^ivm tr re , l will 
try mid. fill the bill. 

1 can tell hut little of the ?•!<, Y. movement , yet have an 
Ilea of 'the parties who have been exposed to ^s » T.CD. has certain 
If: no reo sou" to find fault as I h.ave worked harder for bin than 
over for any other ma a. There have been a greet many nor h|brs who 
have nariffipfae a disposition to get none than was due the 1 "' from the 
road and as far e- ho a been iu *ry powr, T have tried to prevent it. 
They don't -want iae here. 

Reed has pone to Chicago, Hoxie is tore working hard to g-d 
notorial reroute, I fear wo will not be dde to do as rarer fhi? 
voaf* es was aocorpl ioh-d last." 

On April !0lh, I received the following letter fror flererel 
She man ;- 

"l rot your two despatches from Chicago and Boone , and an vera 
so rip/ at the peroral delude., which cut yon off fror the East, and has 
nrevente>i -e fror poinp art to the end of the trade. I wanted tu 
aeo pen , of course, b ecanse T know you rill not exagge rate the 
chances ► Yon know as wdd as I do that the failure to transfer to 
us the rouagererf of the Indians simply r.akes if impossible for us 
to do anything conclusive, end ,tj oner or later we roust dispose of 
the Sioux. Knorlrt the previous nature of the Missouri River, I 
prefer to operate northward fror the Pacific roads as a base, for 
the reason that it is safer than to work bad: ? as Sully did, to the 
Missouri <, 

I want t<-. fee] a reasonable oerteinty that the road rdl reaoh 
the Creeelrp of Orow Greek this year. From thence I trie it we mis t 
haul north /end I know fhef you voy have to eznend a ge~d dee" of 
labor yet on that finished rent of the road, so as to drrlnsH the 
oharees of its being interrupted, T ^'ould rush rather see it fir- 
iBhed '.rood to this base of the Tklaek Hills, this poor, than to have 
%l ,,t ^'Frhi.d .■<-■•-'•■' t" ^arvkeia You !;rnw that Sanders will not be a 
qo C ,d dor-nt fe^vo-eio, Fror, there the iragon?^ 1 ! ha>r ^ Saul 
bask this, ray over tlr- idsck Hills d. -ei to the tussid e k.®a4" y vr.~ 
Toss thare or a wRfpu read straight fror Sanders up to Fort '' rp n r f 
, potter otillj straight forard Roro, 

T ennnos- vo em count or th- Si our fighting fror the Peuder 
purer and' Yellowstone County!: which rill be better for us then If 
tbev go north of the"' 1'lsaonri. 

I iTiob Con, A.oipe-r had T.oro cavalry, but It series Impossible 
f 0r rs"fo e:d;. rare men; but If we eon work rest this year. T think 
the rent wo can finieb up; the Sioux, exc-pt as to their snail burse- 
tbisvioe bends; that may troubles us for years, 

Yon sen that Congress would ^ot let mo clear out the Republican 
oorntri/' 1 The'' 'ires- be ell right, hut I think a clsmor will be 
rsloecf 1- Colorado. Kansas and Nebraska, that will force it uron 
nir^Undor -nr^,..-. rf ' instructions re cannot aftrspt it unless they 
Ppp<3p f ,- a f, pnto o v, «on war , 

lYu w pp i?r w p- a t henpens, ny wish Is thnt your road should be 
n , l3 hn,i"t.n the east foot 'of the Flack Hlllsu and then I don't care, 
* '"' ^pighf end Shoeraker previse 2f0 riles west of Rile- this 
yroar. ddsn sake? but I hope so." 

Ourltrp April we had great floods, which caused great distruc- 
tlon to the completed road. It cost f.50,000 to repair the damage 
'done at the Imp Fork Fridge. Tho North Platte Fringe stood roll 
and little damage was done, Fetween Forth Platte and Kearney the 
road bed was damped In nutn-rous peaces, East of Orsnd Tslsnd the 
water flowed fror the alette In a stress; shout onodialf rale 
wide, cutting the road In two and sweepdng with irr^ddablo fury 
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■ -verpthe country fo^ twenty nSle';» then ro crossed the track nepr- ' 
Lone Tree, tni-iny off Ircn, tics and etnt nnkn^nt „ At Prairie r---']- 
tho bridge wan carried down stream, Past of Shell Creek there are 
frcn fnir to six nileo niih noibiue: but ties and iron left. At 
Plkhcrn river, about one nllo of tract: wat; pone „• 

Th'o was the hi. cheat rater d.hof we bad any evidence of and 
the waf^r had riaari in all etron^a yudvoitK/ into the Plat to s beyond 
all nrecedenl. 

Or April IP,, 1807, the railroad a a 1 ";; any sent out a Conritf.ee 
/' conalatir,^ of President Oliver Arcs , . Sidney a ; u!ori and John P., 
/ Puff* to accept the road in onoration from O^rahs to North Pint to, 

\ : -\' Dr., -lb 0, Pf-rant was with them. This was, an nnfa:©rablo taken for 

p f • 

a then ta viow tbo road, but if they we ■' e ernnihle they world 

soo that tho damaree were only t a>p.porary „ This party arri^^d in 
Omaha on tho 27th of April. They rennined tbera unti" I" ay 8 th. 
Tlio Committee loft thy pprart in Omaha and it was evident that ho 
did not nronooo to prah any work until the Conn" ftoe rede their 
report, p,,p whije they were ho re, we got the officers who were 
oporafiry the read permanently fixed so that kr, Z, P. r-k-'O.d. tbo 
Superintendent of Oonotruotior nor Id only have nor construction 
to look after., 'Then tire road was tiirnod over to the Oorpony to 
Tie nth riatto,, the Company's engineers would look aft^"" ropaire 
and the no ink a inane a of that part of the rood. 
Tie e '" a a ^ e '" e th e f o 1 1 c r : n y i n e t j ne ~ t, i o n c : 
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"Tt oboll be the duty, of the Chief Dppineor of tho T'fnl'ni 
Paeifio Railroad to lake charge of all matters -Qeriainln yto tho 
construction of the road ccrre~]rrled ard operated under direction of 
the company, +he erection of all buildinye ? bridyes, dock.?, and 
all ex+a/aord irony repair a. He shall eubnif to* the President and 
Poa-nd c f pi-'octors -in' wrltin.'T; all plane for anticipated new worn 
or for extraordinary repair? "with reasons, therefor -with an aetitnafo 
of the cost o^ the same, and no one 1 -! woi^' ebabl be commenced nithouf 
the sanction of the P-eard of Directors or Exocutlv-" Committee." 

On April 20. 1067, I received the folloaur,^ letter from 

Government Director Jeeee f , PkLlliame; pivin™ ^r. the mov-meris of 

the party i.r cent-el of the Paeons Pnauob : Chtmnaii ^O'kh, < . 

"t a^ 1 p-.nvj 'ic-'d that a broad and strong cord d.uati^i'- :" " i""'." 
forr-^ notneer Ibo ?>t .- Paula, Cairn ft Ohio Valley R. P.. intere-fe <ui 
p^V orc hf, .-pi. grid fbe Chicago & Ncrtbreet er^ and Pake Shore 
^' n tnrar.te on 'the other, for paesinn through the nest session, a bill 
.■■•jVnn,^' efficient n<wf>rnmo;if aid to'both tho Northern and Srutehm 
pnolfjc railroads. At the "'"eotlry of the P + „ 'k " Chicane Poad i- 
|.T.'v-'"on the 32nd.. r,nv, Siaitn bain^ on hand, kr , Opd^n ur^d --'-lib 



all hid pTiT^ifi^ivi 3 rovo n and inf j'n.^^p, „ rhion von ^-r.cw to o,'~i o" al 
that i nar.TTti.r.h a 'a tho Nor+.horp t do? nao rvr"* *,■- h" "Siiii.lt, .-nr Foir"-d 
bn<i Koft.T fa^on 1+ ?;j f.h p. view to a '-ha'.""* In tho traffic which yi-^iJ^ 
ooaeh r '" H j ^a^'o ihr^ii "]" 1 tn^ Jljon.^oofa c, °" oociio'-i, ^"d T " s n '•"-•■- + f.-> rav 
that ho nnoeoerlod In ^:';ti i i' T tho no^od fo land •*+n oanct io-- -1 . , 
th'-'ij^h a ""air."* th.- in'r 1,1 .-"^ oP on-- nowodanf ^on . ^-noh a? Lnnion and 
T1 Trior.,, 1, '"^„ Hao^e^ph d Id all h° conJd to rp-'i-'t it, a? T -i-i-mi d , 
h-'a T "b'^r nrp"pnt , . T , ""do;an r1 Thc^n^on, al o.o a lo^tonp" of nnr T> opr" 1 . 
W3.n , of nmn i "fi , in-r'Tn^ntial in + hn naw^ direct ioo , Of conn,"; 3 , othon 
■i.o0riii-n. i?a'- i and ay at lineo n r " v *th of ih° Ffrjrt Y r a""on „ an woll as 
th Q Palti^oro an/" 1 Ohf o wi"n fayon +h CT c^tdration , And wh"oi the 
ffnif "ho on -i a «i|-%p :-.,-' frot fairi'"' In th" i r R«ta;i , J a.^ r - not, h^w t 1 " 1 !", 
"To"" roll .inp" ooTm-ination io to bo d"f> a a 4 od«, 

?y-„ Orflon^ wh^™ I tnet at Pitt sotmr a f°w dayn ayo , .infor^od 
itp that T ',"r„ Tli/moron told hliT the Kan car line would c3.iver.ge l.owar-da 
So.iiL-^ r,.j, .;,o': joi'.'i;, ovm to "Penv?i-„ Jf this lo .;:=,, Colorndn air 1 
t>o wininp intooost can loot, on] ; T t cv 1 - Mn':, a' 11 .;.' nil"! h<- wa" 1 : 
t^ onr-'-nje fen a ahoolo 1 - and y~-" ; Tr-^ f- ,- r-yy ] th-~ o.-'OU'" 1 - 

T'.-oiii -hr-L !• r:v.c.v. "i uf T ;U iian dif f 4 ■:-■■ t »i- „ T . 'v--,-, v.- ;, u !hnt 
o ■, "V 1 i)On t in r ' '.T"": 1 '?^ vill i 1 ? h">od t' "d ir th.oi.n jvr iT ""': , and that 
'ro!i will pn.-d-.p.hiy do for- yonr '^conr!'] aaaa ? •' ^ lyiL Idd-,., 1 T i' vu^. 
o"--. fl- vi-o-- to-'-o e-o.t.-al paint <-f 1 ate v 3>y M -i ..Vo t,h~ "M"- or.;- 
dr~ J ' lr oiinh- ^ n ,?, ^ , md th - Tin/ -d n t ! u*=?c r.or'b of V L \Iicin; ^:, C, ^moo 
ai^ o ;, o'. 1 ','p : A o [' ^:/ia^;on'j t , -j,_ j o/--vf 1 ;v.; ,io+ ^nd-- Ht^ "'-'t ^n-'^ ,r ", 
U. 'f' lJ M~-!n.t, . ■" n^ tn - n iy ^ ^ - ^ w ^ r^ J n 1 T niG niT'"'" 1 ': : r 1/y : ~. '. 
2 ro .o"!,v; ^•^•-t u^ J.oi--/, i niv-pj i.h.- , *f "> ■-• h:. ••■=!*-'-'•• ;•■ ."° ; "*..;.. '"v •* 
h r ,-n - r , r -i f; -.,- r-rnlhon y;—: 1 a-'" 1 th- 1 v..""" 1 i '^" + " c *'-'!+ Td : -, ^,?>^ r ,.. 1 ~- ^ 
*- RH.-thpr' T -e°n, no d?"i n 7 :■ r ' l " 1 ^ l "■ ^.-rl: rev 1 '" 1 V'' -*nl '.. , i i *" ",f '.:.■' y 1 o 
; i ,., : 'v,.. fp'-; n- .-, v ' ,-».-.,- r . [? .A- :. : ^,j -- n 1 ci 1 -!'-*. "'' : v r „ "^ ■ „i\ '.cv ^ - " "t cocipa- 
pisons P v"i-i.:u: ! n^n'r-mn. i: n '' , ^"^ r.v 1 , !-'"• on-v^n l?r ,, : j,_ - u ^ T liV ,i ; -- it 
..-■L.o, ^'" !1 -d.ot h" t^o-ou-h"!:- "?ot." 

.^i "r,- ^l s T3LGV T i-o~,l7o: A ho MU..1- i •*'.o;n f -a: "■■, - , ^-j:-- 

M T l,:i;. "-•- lord '•^•^°^° "» +- 1 "'-'" PoOwVd^'''^ o^f 4 ''' "/ ■•'■iuih?^ 
with th- n cy^ •':'•; --is; t-."t + u yon- o:\l'". I .. !,1 uiO, lit" 1 to Kov.-" it 
-ooj!',) . 1 ^u--'' " -'ow "- iT;:,;iti? no it i ,j -.1 ^in^yi "• to t--,-n^ +hp b--^o 

•r'.'.li'-.tpii- fc.T thp r-i'iu; TO p^ ! ' '"" " : ," , ,:!''i* , ' , '\ v , 

"" ot ._..•- 'A"'? up n -!i.:d., .-.-•'•'f of !-h? -.•''"!'-;:•; L ooi ,J T ti >"".. 



(..i- 'd^- lrr-i i-,-n-i-,o-i f^ t]vo oo^p-T'v, -rd -tint t.;, ;•'■. ■•.■": :/t.:.n'. t, + !v 
"-,.,•,■- Td-o ^.- ado-t !o .•o^r-^t fh ; fitlo L, th.. -.-.-r-.y-v, o-^ n-- 
yo.~t ^""ao '- a.lo;..l fu - ^ exilian; th?^, v^.^t ^fni'd^ Pho"'". "" ^-. r r^n,;.,.,: 
to' no - ••••;■: 'Vv, ""i T noil yot ;;h,p lin-'oio^o f- alri.l, .' ! : „ '''o hovo 
T-.-t-i- t'.' - ; "i I'd ., 1; •■ : Jon l.viio'o" 1 !;"'! my 1 jiv^-i Mo fid 1 1-> : ^con.-o;? 
l^n L h- a .-,!"•» d , a"-- 1 i +o- n ->--+ t.hot h.n "'ill o--no np to ^'d-- + ;d-;, . o° 
h- "... "■Tv-i^r-i:^ io fho n--~ n-dLihlo -o..,-:ltii.:i in ?/hi''d" r^ n: p7.n.^,l. 
TLo "u.oalLidw -11 ->o-- -._,:■ h.-.^o 1c ;•----; T shonlM he ^l-oo" ' to 
7 , ,.,-,, f-,,,-, •-.-•i-t V; v,„,n? .■p?- . io.vl oo.oo •n-i - '.■'•■. -^-o.if Hi-: Innt"', T 
H, , .,.. - r . snl T-, Pr j i': n, -1 •-,- i'd n M'n to "-,-' vv-i.ifnno-" 1 ";o '-a-- "" T s,'' ■vVol 

u 



-'•';..„ ,,,,.-! o-,v ,-p t,i r , i-,i..,,n-> --t ^jiod ?a-- h>" ';,.V'-f _l- v n't 11 "'" n - ■> , ' 
TO, IL5'J7, ..Lx P "iliJacitS \. dot: 5 vy.< 'Jt 1 ..^n ;dGMO'U 
^oii'..nltio« t*.-^" •Tcr + umt. - in d too" edit t 1nf» In t ? ?"•'> • " v!.t •.,•»-. j !hn 



TT io.o^o:u "u it- •-tr.v.id.t. 



o* iuri. "• th'<i- t'- 



Itioooudi id n.',l to h,.-. l-:i^d ni + d u v iv-'"^'-: 1 in oix 'dmtd-s, T oiuh 
T con?. 1 hov- Von do-n tc rn ■ , T -:,: l rn: + o ]nn J h^t, n... yo--:. 
rlao^-;; T 7 n h .ic.,,.. lo t.Tv- T^a \ -od tl^i r^o. ?.~"-\ d. lodiy-o, I had 
., G V...i H'„ •'"llJi^ao if i J - -oold ho no; n.!' 1 - f'T M"? to ho u« tho 
,M-0u.d.-! ^n-'lu: fllF who!-- mnr- o^ ho oaid in hi- ]°tte- fhr^f it w-^H 
ho a 1 if Ho? doodinyy -fulhon h'- coo 1 " 1 o-n--, +h->-o non'.ho •_ v •-on- tu 
n.v'.pno/ vie. fd dJr.i il My nirvoo of yonaoi oor r o-ot ino -o---!.p^ 
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nod pr-py. -.-gopI l^rViorj -,n «o + o ypeooof to > i-~ -wotrrt qne ~f "un .;.- 
e ;jhf^n fc,-p -a pcaovvpe f ipe vi-~. vr T sa pop th<-- coeeo loo*- -ff-pp T.eio'-oep 
'"d" popup"-- •'in:.' Ft. tople;: o ^ + 1^ c-r It, i»o".M ?p- eo""" •':••;••, O'tnrd. fp"' him 

1,;; acCOT^rviV'-v O 1 - - . „ 

Op day ?.C, ISd* 7 , Co?. <•'. ", T'". •;;;.■.?.-. '-■"^■•? ep-< froai ?L. f:-"'PP no. «t* 
, p n +T-, -. ,- :;r .«. -i '.t,i <-»-, ayoiopi fh^ .Tel ■* ere ae er.n^p;; 

■'•'t, '-iTi'^ili^'. ?;• ere-" en- 1 r^r h -a-'- ■' u .p i 



T ,, ■» -' 



it- 1 ,, 



r,n ri 






n r pppphp 
i-^Cp.': tp. 1 ' 7 -.f to 

• 1 "> ' H -.-;.- jv.^-.n^-i !-r, ^ln w]lr'l fh^ o--eo | o. yip , Tilt.- Indian 



\. J. 3iei LI: nv:--'! do.oiep ore c\il wi + I- 1 t; 



OOP- ■ ,.r "h^P 

agents ^r«: cliagiisted with ±t; J r The "ft is oo mono"' to he- •""•n.'-'lo fo 

j.j^ rr - ^j, .„ pripr; ..,,., ( f> ,-\- : y, r f; "? Foffmpp FP !"' C f f 6 P : J ■ ' t h? f;0"V':'l"^ -. 1 t^O 



p horri'Lory fat he riv. fe ore* 



r-'^'Ti in 111 I.,- •"' vf , i iv "n '-th. 



Li;' 

Cen^ert favioen -jree a-, his olnff ivn;iGion I;) Late- it e n^suaod. 
fop] ::>.;'". py T-\,ffPreu " 

On dpy 10, Iff?, fiopL, Suy."^- 1 .- rpole -so the. t 11 o.-pi;~ !.«'.- 

Uu'ca w/-p f-> rot the road nil rd p/h + ^r:! yet r * 5 ^ " , - r ^ ie tprpopar 

'Xr^.^C f: a'P'" 1 I" 1 p'] d '" '•„';.': «, 
Pp V ni : 2 



.tv.-i' ^toeo r lot'? ,r e from '"G: th Epo^o fho 




poppVI ^f the "H-'Tli:.-' v.r t.h« ot w ahh ie!p^ ? of Min Cr^di 



rhofeooio.xlled the eo 'lira,'.: Li .--ii)cr the vcr 



:e to" 5 -'.?•;.•.-!„■, u -- ti-,.- l.:th - ;:; 






Ml^ a Tt 12 al'po^'.ly 3°ecor:t;; f 5 Lr. TT:; r a ! ^.slrn .. f'i "o^ n:'c £_".■' in.;- o". : '. the 
] 3* of •J 1 ''"."!-? r ' r ' thr? ''•p'". hoiit fi ; I thin!': ^^oiir ,? uj ft, osti?;i ! .o tr "!."•" i + ci.t 
tbo r ' p. 1 '-.' 1 h?vr it " i "Cu', i t?i ; l wci 1 !'.' 1 m-i^wnv- p.i.l T^.irTio.r^o and saw sjv^-ensor. . 
I fi!m.li ho; i.i-' T'l-.-T Yv.r'-- fhia ^.^et 'at nonthl w"^.- : ; Lin~ of -M r -*ct ooo , 
?.n-1 ¥:!*}]. c^iioult ^1 th c^y.a of th? parti o;" i»h.;: hnv.r: ;;ioro e"o;;1npn'> 
in t.h. )!:••. v :-ro J f:;r'r i thf- I h r '~;r : , ?v>ri w'-i i'' ».'•'•' ".■ . T h ^v.,- \*rno p, no''M;.jo" 
/ n f •.-; >;;,,'•.]• h'ol .lero ;.f C iv Moht/n + . T^h n -, A^^ Cuoctoy at, ^hi^h ^r.ooiiLj 
V/illinms op*^ "onv p^it i:-i'i. off c- r Po.iu ui' f 1v- of oio;: , anf ^LIoo:\, 
Alley r\U'l Sanoof i.i.vL on--*Dillort to ho ?i"~-bi* v.-..t «. T thlno '¥ot +]~o 
liow Booro Till hov'" a].l the o'T i cionfev ■-•r tho olf , a^ri vil" 1 have 
the c^nio" 'Jov-i": : : : of the '-too-th^i, <i^vo nn^ pnhlic, ao-l wiji c'-'Ty eiro^yj 
n n P( ?f ri 2 «no;oo:';Ow Lot.-. +ha o jnotnua* ioo of the rO'Ot" 



Th :• Tin'.ions 



.I'ir.f" to ho v .-•;-.' troiihtPboiro? „ Th.-' f r ilu; 



if Foalc^h- ,r '0 ncoo>. owlish oi'^fhiri" xvi+h fhfin ■•nn.Tc the;- verv p.- '-sbiv-.:- 

" irtr ' " 



J 



an ; 1 on i.oof -to ^ t . j 1 . 



Tpi-."i'^l fh-i-map fh~ f.->7 1o-.."".;i- 1 ••■Itc 1 ': ■• 

"1 -r-i hojlPiiiuo to lioofo ;«?;icio' "of. •• ■' '■■ .» *••■,■ : s . :n-5]-i..y 
x. ? r ,,ni : p a campaign into ^cocko: 1 Rivor, aof 'f. f^o ; .-ano.-. fiioo fi^o^ 
rorplo P ooLporiro°to the fff, Ihe "^ii "out.: apf + ho ^elo^p^j.h . Flo 
iv,ro£>;j'a-»!-. f oo ]ioiS;?d to ^o fllTvl 1 , whit:- thep aro: o"ffio;lopt 
to .-V. u'.v;- of thc-Tr. ppf loiontl y. 

To t-ho loot too ''<oofo the lo^'ooo^ hnr::- rlo^ r -" lop^'"" their orpo 
r.ame bo they nf-l in npoiog of If of, 

T,sL, ' Thc^ otrnof no thio oifo of Sooo;" f i"h and ol-ao:0 cut 
two of"'enr nrh-conU^i^s; wf e^-ryfhinf thov h-d apf sloped the 
wopkutep co^'t of th-io hooLo, oo ihey ahan.-iopod. th:: wup'- ^^ '--•■ :,o. 
not fpp th--r' ">^cZ: 

S.v.d. Tha^ ofonol: onn of ry enrjinee-'"! o j -,• r. - • 1 1 a .^ po I.odyo Polo 
^,o foot 'pno nnir o^ iml?.o, mv? nonfood then to fnvp --oiltloy v.r. 
oil oT our- oLo,l:ao 5 *o . 

^,^ m 1vV! attachof our tie m-r I:, tio- f]o.;d' HV.lz roo^ 'l^vo 
them off to Glioyo]p,o fniniof nn fhelp + rayo to: o-d -he cooped u"t 
•poe omall nprtv or the hr^:> Ploino, 
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•Uh. They autne'.,;d ?.*r. Peonr'a po|p rr-~u-iry port-' ._;-,-, the I'M- 1 "', 
at n oo! Cio-- 1 --, i-^.i ""ipn- ,-,>-..■•- of hi" '"pr , Hr„ -Stephen" C7 are of Ty-ro 
Yorh., fofiit™ hi;' -vtuefy and al oo billed oor of th-i ecocrt, p,n,-i t'-'.Ic 



t T i< 



o.- 



hv 

of 



O.; ii'.' I 'OOO t nr f, tn/y 

"" 1 SoJfoeiclt: ai.-uo burned 



T»i 

"condor 



part o-e thejr .-'hoc 1 -".. onirp-. r itching onto vo„ 
o tat ion eo 1 1? 1 Po •? r^i on f bo f neer flueyn-, 
.tore otntien st Cao^i 1 ^reoi-,, and f,0'-d~ 
taPing .-.trek, 

Tho v- r\ 1 1 voH 7 of op. u'f c^.i feyeyr ri 1 1 prefect the :•; ! . n 1 1 or o » 
To 1 ! Lncvr ri--.ii 'viji no t run those nortec vith ee"lyiny TroUarn:; *i1<-m 
the Vi1 j ^rsf.or.r troop" ir^ there to pro-toot the*-',, and no eennol 



hoi .1 i"'Mr nor; 



010 



•unless re hav CT f roor- , aod Anno •-• -^.n - -o t 



.fnrr;i3h then ov'ro after tho road. :lr hrilf up thou?. Our- str-ti^- 
onn Fill not etoy at the tor!;-- and stations. ^o !r, e 20 nrilee cpaed-^ 
unroot ee tel , 

The ~roat difficulty is tho t Auger h^e only too coop-onlee of 
crs'.'rlry to eoout tha"! odiol.e line, and eevon o r ' ei^hi cor ran loo of 
iofo.'it " 17 tc pr^C'.'iOi F-Of* 1 ,v oUes of opened ^orh, Idooy in it. rot ro.noc 



inoorler t ti 



thi; 



xi z: 



obi' 



00 to nrr, tect cur 



general lino def travel j, t,h ?: ma- 1 " 1 f t.elegrorh and p.t-ir-; } than tr preb 
north joifo a country that net a 'nan riv travel thic oeaoo?") , and 



rent fait 



n* fog, Fhati 



TFIfl 



a 1 "-.-- at C sow foo.-t , orrl yen coo y-f e 



, end thoy are o;ooloxny ir tho '■■'•eov-jt 
YuU nuot. toco infn cor ni ^ erat :" on 



fflounte.l force fr.o: the sen them etotoo to w.^Ve tho northern ooii^ai o;ns 
Ifith the nh,-y/3)sno and. ?iorx of tho South.. hORtiH e, plfryin^ hot'ooini 
•Siiitfcy Hill rood rin.tto f a^i Auger with a'! 1 h?f f~i-'ceo far north., 
it see~ m - to mo v;o aro" n I Mia nercy of ih" fid noon, tly or,^ 1 * w-^riuo; 
partnoo pi-'O f^riv'-'n info r. ! on. 1 ^rr and A'oy^r snyo it 1 j^poEsihlo 
to now ii-.oooao'- thoir 0000:0' 
Indian country yon hove yet 

tho lino r^-cr T,,- U "-",:-t c plnino. It i 9 tho -oct "xposef? of af and 
ivhere v:n haro pot f^ oi'proto oxtooo ivoly thi 
y,p h.^frt to ynri-'ison the ^ood.s of T .o.i'p vi- 
ne y rind 0. f-\ 3u..ith ottooglv, .00 thot ?{?^o - 1 -00 ren can o.t any M^n 
he"ma^iJOcl to yo aft<?r'Cioy bando and. rlaoo all it^^v ^n 0.0 Lvov nan, 
and lot him taho raro of tho Indii^no up !h.~rc? Eu vhito noon 00 
fjoni/i, ov.copt ^r.vo-.-amont , nill travel th".t ror.te fhio ymr, ihcvn 



"C^ SO' 



. O U.,1. 1 ' .' U 



no 



t 



} floopr-ry, Konc , fh 1 1 TCorv 



+ >,r, 



, <-, - - ,- 



tho 



hae. 7 '" to ~-r, th-ro'' an | fn hold tho 



OC l<;.'.e ! :' <•>•'. '. ; O .. "-n [ >.... o ... $ 

Indiono irp tho-"' is ^11 th.nt is require 1 . Let An-y-r tahe tho 'foot 
of hie fences and cyon-to alor"- the line ^cn:' North Plntte- wp~t. 
Ho i ":'d 1 thcr have force enough, to ~i.v-; conrtdo>'n->,= to the v.-i-o-jr.fn, 
tho otoyo end tho o-nlyrorte , 

T^Gulo'oit thio f.-.i" y-.ni "■ ■-■ aonr.ider, ^ T loon wo -"erf into the 
Pov-d-" 1 -"' fiver oc-uafrv i.i «de, ^o toot ff or- mooin.tod trouro to hold 
nor 



J 



tho -to-'-e r.;uL'i alon'. th"0 Hon, Au.yor ha.-; pot in ^io doppvf- 
i:o;iit , air 1 ho""ho'? ynt -jvet so bio a job on hie h''^a no'-r ao •??<=> hoi 
fhen"a>' , d looy-or, booo.n.oo the Iinlians have ao-'-c confidence,. 

If Clias, rieo-G;» or G-. 3 orr:o, io inith th^ fouthorn oiiftye.-.ineo, 
thov- Fill -eloy h~-l ; -ifhour' oom'letcd road,, f'o v» 000 p. + Alndl , 
jq nileo roe t" of y u rLh eioffo^ and T tr'°:nO]e en-cry doy for fea" of 
n~ef pmpedo-; Have enoilio nod ell tho recent at t^-d- and hept then 
out r^r thn'nueos, Auo'oo end 'iyon-1 f only f"--o: it. ^ut should, oui:- 
mcr r:r; y a y th- reel forth, they nil! ohn-ede, ftayo a-o.i^c. tolcyra.do 
]onn„"om,i m^nts , fie ceutroao-t 0^0 an 1 R, R t inon of all descri ' ion 
^ut ? there five rj'oooin- ton protection, o-vi rhilo Anyo^ '"oe 1 ? t,i v e 
imocr-tonce of yiinryo if, hov can he if lip moved all hi^ -''-oorit-d 
-"■,„' 'poo r,-y]p.- no-off? If x hc Trdians south n f; -] p r.f qniot, I should 
hove fe7t oaoic-.p but betnoen fno firoo, with the temp tot ion vn 
ar f 



heddiny out to thor> in the vast fimonn't of i-M.o?!-, prov:lsio-'i 

t-.-v-ouo. v % ~ m.oooo ao wo have t.o "pro to-. 



-'tic 



yo , on t.hc 1 iiie ., v'ith 

0Ili"'3O]o-O0 , T ' ,1 '^' tho 

u;i.th'n^r.. Auyoi- fhnt no lore not food ooippotent to p-oteet thao 



o'ill "-ivo nr yrl"f. 



Oil 



f v 



a 



;v. 




th,' 



of cno 



a-..y,v,n"H]- in .June. 

v ° if Auger had another reyimont of 

mnio o,-t hn, u .--..., ,.._.,> .. -n. 1 — -^^ ; „ 01 . T7in y iory thot fvpon should 



rot a men j, therefore T h-v-o 



v°r 
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put hi 3 energies on the great railroad route, while Hancock used his 
moveable force to follow and fight the Cheyenne s and Sioux on the 
Arkansas and Smoky Hills. The Araphoes will soon be heaid from* They 
. are working towards Laramie Plains, and when they get tocwork we will 

have fun. To protect us from Sedgwick to Bridger's Pass, I do not 
see how it is to be done with less than a regiment of cavalry. And 
unless. 1 can "build extensively this season, we are tied up for 
next year, I am looking eYery day to -.have them burn our ties dis- 
tributed up Pole Creek. We have been placing them on every one -ha 1 f 
mile, 1300 in a place, and if disposed they could do us ireeparable 
damage . " . 

The progress of our work on the Black Hills was very success- 
ful » Evans h ad made his location. 

On May 2Snd» 186*7, 1 wrote Jesse L. Williams in relation to 
this work as follows: 

"I saw Snyder today. He said Giliaan took hold well. If he 
does well, he would put him forward. He is now baggage master on 
a train. Said he would keep an eye out for him, and promote him 
&c. so you can depend on his taking an interest in him. 

Have got location made over Black Hills. Party tinder Hills 
well up Lodge Pole. Indians had; killed one man in Brown's party on 
Laramie Plains and stole some stock, "but I will keep the thing mov- 
ing, Indians or no Indians. Have increased Brown's escort and put 
him on his feet again. Have made strong appeal to Sherman to abandon 
all expeditions into Powder- River country and throw whole force to 
protect mail, telegraph, stage and railroad routes to Utah." 

,^1 The young man in Brown's Party who was killed was a nephew o 

- / Mr, Iliurloff Weed of New York, He was Milled on Rock Beeek. The party 

v "' I was encamped there and Brown had gone out ahead with most of the escort 

while young Clark, who had remained in camp, took a team, and with two 

so'.dlers and a sargent went out after wood. The Indians attacked 

him, killed Clark and the Sergeant of the escort and wounded one 

of the soldiers j but the men stood up to their work and the team 

until they could get to camp,. One of the party describing the 

situation says; 

"The delay embraced an interval of 18 days caused by the 

■ . murder of Stephen Clark and the Sergeant* We moyed camp and the 

I necessary equipment of the party to Cooper Stage Station. The weather 

was cold and disagreeable. Every few days rumors reached us from steag 

gling mountaineers of the superstit'.ious movements of the Indians. This 

cast a -gloom over everyone ' in tao party. The weather was unusually 

severs. It snowed for two conse ; &;M.iive nights. M series of wind- ' 

storms tore down our tents and continued with such force that th^y 

had -to be temporarily abandoned and the li&^le log station house, 

with its single room of scanty space, was made the headquarters of 

the party. 
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At the Station there were tons upon tons "of mail he-Id, there 
because the stage was unable to carry It forward and the greater' portion 
>of the day time was spent in reading literature selected from the large 
amount accumulated there. All the letters had been carefully stored 
away in separate poaches and the rest of the mail was used for local 
purposes. The only encouraging feature was the increase of the suilitary' 
escort who were to act as scouts along th-?r%ut8ide of the escorts with 
the engineering parties. B • A ' 

The first day out, Lt. fesown and his escort were missed for 
nearly one-half a day. Their absence gave occasion for considerable alarm 
In the eveing they turned up with the game they had been chasing-, which 
in their excitement they had, followed up, forgetful of the effect their, 
absence might have on the party. 

Our surveys for many miles were over a rolling prairie and we 
made progress at the rate of from six to eight miles per day. In the 
meantime, Percy T. Brown, the chief of the party, with five picked men, 
started out on a trip some 50 miles in advance with a pack-mule,- camp 
kettle and saddle-bags to spend a week reconnoitering the passes ahead. 
Our progress was considerably marred in going over the rugged country 
- near Rock Creek where great difficulty was experienced in finding a 
gradient that could be practically reduced to a slope of 60 feet per 
mile, the limit fixed upon it as maximum, if it could posslby be deter- 
mined. This was finally accomplished but without calculating upon cost- 
ly earthworSs. The next difficult ground encountered was at Medicine 
Bow, a very rugged stream whose valley was <»^^i^*'Sriiih very high earth- 
works. Here the lines were marked out with great difficulty and the 
r numerous bends were skipped by triangulation over the valley. t! 

We reached a point which we called lookout Peak. It was a very 

•f high rocky cliff surrounded by rock thrown up in every conceivable shape, 

I with a very deep broad basin to the north of it resembling an ext.ict 

ft iroleanio crater. Here the party became very much alarmed at the non- 

<'• appearance of Brown and his men who should have ■ returned several days 

,/ previous. Evidence of Indians were, seen and that only intensified the 

/ feeling. We pitched our tents on the highest' point we could find and took 

/ every precautionary measure for laying in a supply of fuel and water to 

f provide against attack or seige. After remaining there in hopes of findin 

[: . Brown, it was determined to strike south to the California Stage line 

| f road. A note was left on a prominent rock with instructions to Brown and 

it telling him where we had gone. On June 18th, the camp was hurriedly moved. 

,f Lt,-— - in the meanwhile- with a small body of -cavalry started out to search 

the country for the missing men but returned without success,, At midnight 

I to the surprise and relief -of everyone. Brown and his men ret med, They 

p had been out ten days without tents or any shelter, buried in one study, 

I j that of the topography and finding a feasible pass over the Rattlesnake 

jf Hills . Brown was exceedingly pleased when he found a Pass with a moederate 

t* grade to the north of the old Rattlesnake Pass, '■ 

On May 29th'* f, T received the following letter from Col. Seymour: 

• lew York* 

"lot knowing just how far you may be posted about matters here, 
I Shall take the liberty of giving you a few items as they are passing. 

Since returning here from Omaha, I have opened a correspondence 
with the Interior Department, and also with Mr, Blickensderfer, in rela- 
tion to the eastern base question, and have been to Washington once upon 
|6§|» and. other business, for. the company. The result is that M^. B's final 
instructions were sent to him on till 26th, and he writes me a very kind 



/ 
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letter stating that lie lias a three weeks 8 engagement 
In Lancaster County, Penn. » and ctft'Sr that, he will either come here, 
go to Washington, Chicago, or anywhere else that the Company or 
myself may desire in order to facilitate matters. This will take 

till afoot the 1 dth yr IPth qV jnnf- , r h^vc? jir't ro : ^v im ^pn^ 1 ,o rndio 
the oorroopoddoroo to 1 '>> R^r"'i of Piroct or a 1 rhioh iy-nyir In 

SOS 13 5 Hi, , 

Tho "OopOii "oMJirr" otoohhol -^n hod on election -r n;} vectors 
in ^hlladelphio on Sot rrdny y nn^ 1+porod. cut T\-.,.t^r Pur art o^ocdlyop 
Pi? lor. to fill hi" place, ? I th Wessrs, Allry and H.i^p.rd on 1 he 
Executive Oot' ,ir "Ittm- » ti'p, Haven onporcodo-s I'lessro, drooio ^nf Rundown 
in whatever "ho^ r:;ro ; -v>tn^ in corniced- i'-oi "nth thai in yd ? tot i no „ 
/ Ao> T ryy in the P^'rooter' i'o;ra juof iT , r, l^r. Pull served n 7 •,3-1 
I paper oil t]m Prcajrion+^j '?!;\ ^ir:p o ? which I understood t^ ho no 

I i'"> huiC'ti on re O too. i -Vi n ^ tho ("P"nnyO r.v frnn I^C'O'IUO^"', on r]n|n>~- •■rovthi' ,. 

vn-^o-" the ^dil 1.1 oopo ' contract. Thin cf cmr.'so Ip 0. ieclaroti or ^f 
wrir _ |j^ ri , : , r , ; p, of the "onti'% mv" rhet tho peond t i:oo r ho, 1~ ' i ". n 1 ,: 
f „/ .)'' loooro, T O'oo 3 ly imp-^ hp-vovpr , thrt tho natter rev rpf. l-o or*v>pr><v.i < 30O. 

x ^\ J ; ixi --* ■->■'-.; ypnrcr pot i.pfoc I or2 r tn all nertloo, and ihrJ r.-thirp will 

\; v o error t r , |.^+ ,-,-^^p.,., vri+h. tho rppid propi'^oo y ^ tho p o n1 ' a 

i T p^ v?r- T nrpioro for th" po.rtl or 1 "r-r; of the Irdiop nil a oh coi 

/ "^roT.'n'o |-o. r 'tr, J pelo,~r"rhed yon yooterdey hot r-rt r.-> r-oply 03 yet . 

/ Mo3 . rvoyrroJ/lin i.o vory anociouo pheut err poo. end nyppeo v 'o to try end 

/ rot hi 1 " 1 frnne f or > - 1 to eonotructier .--ast of tho ipoirntoioe. If vpr 

arl t'r, Rr-- ] '■•an arrarpr + hie for Pie , you wi 1 ! loy -"0 ardor c-r.-yat 
ol'llpo 4 ione t aroi rjur co-ronl otloi: into tho honyt of nr T'lpp- 
ii'OP'iy, 

Pl'.Ti-.o lot i^o hnoT" wh^t your ropronop^T'"^"-? av-o fn^ yoii v i~\~.,-~A ^r.i 
trip, ooop. Otto iv.rnrrood me thot' ho hof p-yrnr^ol vn+,h tho w.ir 
Penny tniyyf" '"- p If.-,, piiyl:^no.-f?yof er' •yyyort., TJ .o v. •• ' \ re oil l:>r'; tor .^o 
topothor? 



\U 



^ t Mr, n.io-«i;p Pill oil »v-'.cl tniyon Ui" . Pur^oit'o pT n oe reprooorfTno 

i th« onyi-fi^'cr.r.o p ;11 p ,h }1 -r the roorT no 1 >^n Hoy "ia ? 1867, T rrofo M.n 

/ 
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"/■ the 'following ly*tor: , ' Cou-vnii'l p)u.ifs. 

Z ri-oto PuroKt fo'loy -lout. XuHno in pi -p., 1 ! oti 00/0, I iv-ric, T'~u 

t ,-, ryot, v^ vv y^--, +o V/^""! OP. the Fth hUO.'lrr ; n.3 SO"". OO no ? ft'lo „ 

I a ft nfroi' 1 isolooo wo -lo th?t f th IroJiono will bnrr. myy- ti.-o ocnl- 
too-o"! R'-h-rr^; Pol'; o«?cl:. ks ooon oo wo p«~t yn 0irn ,i h^cO. : ,c. n no >-hmr. , 
T c.rp otrotoh ,.-nt th: ' n tl it vyy . I 'od • cv'\ o, Jis+ of lots hel^ i"i 
n^-t':: rrr « 1 y 'Oivi -; 1 i,r thy -0=0111= I. ■ -Hint :,vr ohopo pyn.? oo.- thr 
,-!.?,-,-,!■ ^roio-h'noorr forhi^ to 5-0; 1 to^ th'? f<o^pnnp< T^rf '"o^^ oupht 
to ho -ado aro 1 r 'ont to r"o for record, 

I wrtty Mi'oo. rooonity-Trlir" th'-l r '" foi^t al'iticor'T i-.r-iOpinp 
p P rn -,t"l»- a< EV-ho'-n, Ho tfl'l ?.>•'.;:.!=■ r it /'hould ho iono, H-^"- Pcp".'1 
act on ro-rc-yiPiiPo LiOii, y,; too r.?:\ w-o h +. o it in our r-pairo, 
i'i-mv.- not w-t fjyy? to oot in estiOi^-te ''nofopo mr-tinp of ^ono"*, i^nf 
it' will noi'coot too. thononro, i -mt ho. o oorlao nilo ci^'-niir- •' t 
i olio"'" o.r-P will l^ot, 

POno.lypy op rr.o- 1 ar n nrop''OOoio,p s or ~ v it 1 -~ --t.-!in." ip ""ooi 
ocn.-ii + i ■-"','" Horoo wool over thn on'inr 1 iii? l"of v»p.--v, pp'1 it '^c 
ail tho hrniyyya it oar. On, 3 InyOer ■f^r-^^ me o lino t, C ni.phf on-j.-^; 
' i^o'wnn!> v-.ni TJhor pi'\,0^0 Hovt . hrsiiiooo and ,.---»r sy-j-'i f 0O0 n-oh.,. 

T ivyo writtor"^rrr ^illy ahcut lopdo,, an'- 1 o^rt ^-i" nronir l ioo« 
fp coY ^ ? n wbyy vr,..i o pro Int a I rood do^i.-oionp r , ho rnght to Ko 
a wn-.toi-n r-y f v-> 1 on:; fully ncoto^. T th'rh Hcrio wool'' ^oho a 
•w.op/onr, ip ho novtj ho orr-1 fr" 1 ^ his othrr optioo, 

yr - p n^ i; _ -,-.,_,„, y e t 9 hnf Will v ^t IT- fT>P "H 1 1 OP '0-,A» T^JJiiOp, 

pl,- r ,.,v V ^-.-r. ^."nl„ hnvo hoon cut. T ''l.o r.^t ^n-"' drt th^p -li% an 
I oonld - + '^t rnf to one the-. A™ hi-.t ^ti:^ out, o.od no poop 
. q; , n--' nn lot no, ar^ o-oino over tho ood f o, Port "odp^ 1 - Tho 
" pp^ou^n P-:-'io fodllnr foot, ord th^ h-oo iihor- tiv-is^voo all opnoi^ 
'"" K " A V rs^^p t -opt ™n tr. p-Op vr. rynr -r n^G o.l^'.pt potdlo.- nropc-0 .,.,y 
yor t^lrni' at" forth o-.hn. (11-fn- oof h03^i tp to ont it Ind 
t, 10n pjt.-h i-i- the oil- ord f^l *h-.-, nri-oy thev c n v if. ■ ro 
',. 'vrr, pboli Pot-, t,-, loot tn oihor poirdp. roo.l bp-p>-o it h.-foro it 
,',;''+",'., v"+., utoiv 1 ■' a n-oori t.j.ii- to loy the" o\'. . As thR7 Joooop, 

^THtoJU, ^nd'wo-d iu-p^ th- ohono. tn d, anything thof will 
pnp;i tn h^lr t K " t- C rd im c" th>-> ^-pi^j;- at thoir city," 
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Or- May 25, 1067,, -fine Indians atleeked the train ai Mr o^rl of 
the track: tool" si:: liesH of otock frorc Ur.-lou, aiyhi fro"i Ohr ilstian , 
and seventeen from ^cCoy^ in siyht of Lt , Fays' camp at Peso's 
ranch, 65 irilos west of North Platte; hilled .ihr<-s men and wounded one: 
carry ins- ff stock. At. KcArthur's 'cs'iipj, opposite '"Rouen ' s ,, Ti'/i^s 
tooh oO head of stoch and hi! led ore of .Mc Arthur ' s men. 

The change of ^r„ Dillon to the hoar] of the Ores it huhi^r in 
Anlaee of Mr. Purnnt oreotod a yrea + - deal of opposition, in No'" Yen-" 
and on tio.T 2a, ip37, Mr. Oliver A ! nes wrofo pg the folloudnr 1 otter 

rn. re] otic- to it: V^osW, tfU s S- 

"The .eioct^enf of Pr.nani fron presidency of Credit Uo'-.i 1 :ior 
has raised the ven- devil in the* a^lah^s -o;h, an- 1 he- has o^p. down 
upon no v-ith .in junctions, and proposes to visit ns with every form 
of leyal h current to to op up honest. "noli a lover of honesty and 
fair /"'open deal.ie.s- can't" hear to see the "'noey of fho U. P. P. " . 
wasted on such scoundrels ds ^ake up the ha lar.es of the p-ard of 
directors, T earnest understand such a eharye pa hap. eo^e over the 
no-tnr^--t,ho >?,an of ail others who has fro- the heyinniuy stolen 
vrhcvpv'r he hod the ohonce. and who i- todays we think, holdinn- ofoc':, 
and a laro- ( , motion o- hie -took, 'on fictitious, claim? end trwpe^- 
im accounts,' He 1? now in open hostility to the/foal and any orders 
h« pay "*iv" vou, or any part ion under you, should he entirely dieroyard 
e A p r " n, r ponf boo imy and in new, seoMny to favor other roads 
end other interests, -and at our nmotiny yesterday it was voted that 
t , 1P nnW . lT , in direct action on the road should ho placed in t?T?|hands 
of o'co^jttee, and that cormittee is Duf-T, Dillon, Carter,, ^ushren. 
and Ames , " 

My hnalth hod h-en neon for nearly a month hut I hove naneyed to 

p pe p p.vonn^ hut 1 was now pronariny to yo out on the rlains, tdinkiny 

it Would henefit ^e , 

' Or, 'May P7 . 1 8sy% T received the following letter fro' 1 - to" , 

j. l. wuiis^s: . %tW*fi , e ) *n<'d. 

ii Ynil ,, frt.+ pr c r iRth was forwarded to- T T , v '. pnd th-t of -1st 
reived here- vesterda^ on toy return. On readlry the f irst let + er , 
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T^ritr.dncod absolution fixin- vour salary s t. 4;|0,000 which was 



■ so -": no - one ohiected. Tor have lar-e duties. You rust direct 
;V-i'^' oth— act for yen. In your stat-.of health, allow ^ to 
urm;«t thot you have always a very competent a-enf or clerk at your 
vTe"'"Vor nan ^e pr, hi'Ti pus- with correspondence , collection-, drawm 



P 
a 

SUf__ 

side. Yon, can '-opy 

nn papers, etc. Let your tine 



and ntrenyth he spent } not in. 



Zv ,r' " P on"ianshin i hnt in diotatiny and directing tlie per or 

t^ act' of another. I at on-.tirce cov,re-t the .hole -tate m Tn-Uara. 

;f r f pr/ine-r ^.hraciny IS diffenenf , ] ires of :mh] i c wor\-r. , ano 



I',' 



.know whet j f is . 



i fror , Tj pv; York. '-Th-v had 1-ft hr% n. out 



A 



vV\ 


of 
an 


>"/ 


at 


/ ' 




/ 


pr 




up 




■nrm-rirfe'-'r, Pa c '. s . To mnpp him feel neri 

he "has' an a-ole escort. Ool. Seymour is premised an 



escori 
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^r::-^ ^.Moyoton „ i-nf of cmirr-o tho -en will com« out of 0=n . An -no 
^oree, ali-nariv too ^all, hr your ti^e of leaving i r- -bout * the oaoo , 
conlrt not all n "o tofrotIioo-> np the lino, cr a.° far -a 9 Port "a^firs at 
leant, vnfl^ tli ~ some .^'cor 1 ., havin" it larrre? Thin you nn.ierstanrl 
best, "'ill not tho ti^e lost hy 1 T ^. Po-owr ' p, party do] ay ^ouf time 
of Rt.aotino? T notice in ycirr lotted to ?.!r . 'i^? ^on na^e latter 
nart of June. Put this wa^ hofoi-o "Ooown wa? attacked. '"HI yui 
f=st ant p^fri"- 1 ,TniT, H-ivo "le fi >r >o a^ T^ear ao yo-ii emio 

T^ T i, honi^ h?v= in forego '! h -• •'! op ,;-^.^ w f- j>o +-•;- j _■ yc," 1 "" 
of., 1 " 1 , cnrii a <o ^. "'^ .• •; . v ^ i.u •;■- -. r .p*Op -or'nr-t it • -. --ppon a>:: 'o ; p,/i ~„ T 
hryo ',i h--> -n'',!.- 4 i -"^o, Th • -io-t. T.-n •■;■!> -.-■* tjy,- pn^r h'ly' -r ; fp-p 
T-.iT.i--"r.-. ■ ]*■:■ th- chl^ ■-■" ^ ti :ul l ;; . To t>- s-v-" .-c..-„ l"oo h 1 - " ol.o'o, T 
chvOl"*" 1 ^ poo 1 - nvi_TT v r ,- : ■> T>.-vn^in in ULeh n ? "* :" "" ■? v .o won*^ 7 , ,.o ao 
*tu Vv. * : h'- ;''ofo-.ciop l of* y.oio op : - -. s o l^cV, Ihi,: ~"i -'- '' tt -■'-,•, 

.it op o.,:'i. p ._.-,- "(_•; yr_ ,o : -- , -iljv; 1 yyv O .- -pvp .-.v,.^* -f ^ i-, , .- w_ , y fi-o,\ 

•yr.ohp? ""ten ' n c yoo 1 oo t o. ? ^ -^ ^ :i rip : -,i .,^7 

To. v,' J L''\; ir Mr. i-Y'ft ,n lo ~' v ' fp-o TT„ ^y 1 yppp -y ""l ?op of f-y 
i'uj •~J"* .V ; o,"i T'Oii'Mi trcnt?o ; .; > do 1 ov- or ^- : . tylco , tu'th;-: h-- Fr^to 
PIveo ^pre " "io fl f f .-• h~ y-.-pp.-y-< y- ■»)-.,-, y^-ipp, -v. 1 "* ! o t -> T r>o , ~-"' ','.-■. 3 a 
ow'c^ to ?V„ ;.'io i " 1 y." ; l--oh no yon nuyyooi, 

N '■'"i-loll-' '••>.'-i-'"'.---y'.ntuo. "\".'- oprlo '•'; ?>.'■"' - - n^r.Mt I ■>■:•. , Thoy- 
-nTl cia-n; l ^ 1-- p.i'vyii jf it, I Goy^iO'< tf'-"io^ a--Ltl'- r?--v "o ? 
lo-v ti toy "'j„o"~ +---0 jo a h'yi-. y-i-yp-p hni,yv +-;.-o-i, o:j ?;" ■•<;:■ ,/:■ -'t.-o; „ 
Au .r:'.,:\u rji.il , i.'_ ].j uo '." or . 1 ■•;, vl f if m -•;il.1i c . ' T ; iyry j hvo no- 
rni" 1 ..'" "i 1 " r: o y i h i •■ • ■"" hoiu,' 1 ' 4 "■". ,r,, "'0 ."•."■ .'.'"■<' , y, i,-;, ^\ ^l ~; "o, 1 " , *" o 1 ■' nl "" ri r,; ""!" , t. 
y^ jutt>,o np ;-in r f w ;n t , , ,- rr<r . - n r] ? -j t- , :; i-y- co--'!^, 

T i.v f:n t 4 -n :•.■*--. f]io Pcrcrc reyo' t ,. "he 1- lOjW,'' '. 1': "to 
r. A ^v <v R-'oy.. ri-lo t. hU-- lJ.y,1.v, p oo -•.. i ov* -_.f 1 >^c v-a;-? r 'Ul ":h- 
•To-^ty V^inla i • sj! !:■. ?»5\- VI;:, to oyo - PIo3o "opio^aico? 

T !■•'.■';■ -; ' nJ'oy cn.O- ot Toyo;. TT--n;t'. i 1+t .Tn;,;. , .OV 'ri TT .;*: 
Yovs; ?.-±th of .Tv ie. v.iii" lit: to. Vi..-- oy,o- ■••rcltr. , < "> <=> H 1 ":; j : " -- 4 '•>-'..■! uc- 
thot t jro\y .t.ylt. -y^;,}-,.-.- y can ;•, , y R -t ro 1 "! o t, 5 1 1 'oj.i y-n , ?Ij-jv 

p -iyv;. ov.ro- i.iv i n, i'" , y oyoo. Ur , Auios 'he 'nocrt r.nca p lohtiry 

tho o'll-V'iO.. ,,:' tho ■y-n.! to •'; h ~ tnc-' ':' the ryu;; 1 , o 1 :":1 , T T ^ '-,<■> - oy h 00 by, 

- ,,,. .,i. ;?r -p,;:, o-MTOiit L "• ^ iv- ^v tho -•.-.:, ao J ^ir.o.^ J hc r^]i^-irj of 1 
v r _,;i".^ t .--;;.;; t -^.o th"',. n;il-;.-' Lhio """-.:- .t:;y it oco 1 . "" '^^ ovort^v^o 

i-r fh- t-"-o. --r,,! ci: i -■"•':;- !,i- : - - a if o-v. trt'O--- !•' . „ " :■' o; u v. i'ro: to,:.Or' 



*yiew ]/6r)t 



ItT 



y. ; - ;o : ^, -.^ y_ y,y (; .- ; r-- + • "F^tvoyo P ■ i, y j- - ■■,' r ■■>(--• uv- " . 'v 1 n .t 

j i-> tln'O + "• 1 o v loforo. th" p. "i-o-.'. T'Oo "O. " n V T .-rj> o.... ^o rylth it? vrpyl- 

;.on i yi :••> * 1., ;.;'' , o", l h--'- o'nirt. in "o all t.h^t i " n onni p .-:v " ! o -,n ' ■* ! i.; 
o u o -i t -y,o, to • I?;-.*, ~r;~ f 1 ,yi tJ"Me to o^.y't To: J "uUioia J ion of tho 
' v! o p ft.t.v vr i- lof ooti vo ohcolf. i"-' 1 •"'nclo yy'o . ^n,- 1 ^]t .-, [.i-)*.v> thiooy;. 
oT Iiao -h'-o.-r.of or <:-r, tho oo I 'tri.f i "h? f'-^l.o 3':y-aiT'vi «. 

T-o ; ^;v;i to lotti-o"*- o<t tho tni?nc° o- p the -•.•-- no to •'--yir jf +hc 
vo^k'-' "roLtniiiH.. it ^Iv^rl'-'' t p it 01.:: -i"o:.-y ooo '<'';■„ f il loo •... :>c^. ' v o 
h- i; , ii n y to O'ii:io to- lot +!->■" vy.r' , v -^ "j.^ "'? 1 ! y^oo.-^o ivj.th .'i 1 !: ivyai n:-: 
Po i : . iio y -, i .- - ]p.r^" o^yoii-lilor-o w f oo--,; -o' :1 -y , ; o y-eof 1r'|-ov tr,-, - . 
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r \ fl ! lo.'-'i h,^"' /J5 "' i *.";"■ +1 "o° ii-ri? ?n- - l i o ' : ..T iho v0 1 " i "" , ' 1 i'y o 
,-'.,-, r p f5 ,1 , ; . T -»o« r . n - rhiof ^n"io=rr, '"'hon T j •>"■•■- t^ i"ot;.- :j".t:To!o, t! o; 
ooqoi-o • o ? , .-,-. riFfioiU: opi,ion -ol oy. liny ..c s Ib-Zo'. ■* h- p:.^-;o.v, 
,r,;., k .-o +]-.-. f v o 7 C .t i p- I'ooniiitic/on '"'i^i'iy *:-"• "v! "' --nthoo'l J y ; 



B4J.8IG 
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"?, . :< t v-v-iol' - " "" V;" tV-' fcncf a-"" r 'L"C + wrj rf "Mv Tl _-;.-_, r : -,. -i;i : , 

*- v* -I fJ 1 • ,» ■? ' f c ~ -P,^ "s *- >™, i .-1 r 5 p 7"" - »™i ! • v> 4* i™( 1 1 "a ,-oi !■ •-. n -1 1 , k ..i<r' _\ • m |\^Kn1 -P t -» -p 

~ f '~ 1 "1 s n ."t k '" i ;""■"' t ' t" "* " T p • ? nri „■*' ~\~ o "p — , <"• 4 "f" n p ■"■• *] * y* : - s *" "H .'^ 1 *< t t " ~» -^ "■> o n ^ - ",*"*, 1 o -f- 

V ., . 1 ' „ ,- ( \ * , 7 1 *"• \ ,f n ■ , c* hq 1 "I *|"v , % s ^ p ,. ip o ,*"] p ' • ^ "^" p pH p "^' *! n q h 1 ,:^ l- A p ! "^ " ] ri ■"* 






T.-nalc^ io joJI r.n^ en- -v;y ].- m] P --...v f .-•.-■ -z-svS ■ 



f\ f-\ -! »™n ■ 



^> In 



r> pj i, ,t* ..> -^r 



-,-• ITtfJ . •- p f 



i:::l ••tit the c9.id ^ir^ob^uors ia pocap?Fio:i "P • f 1?n 



soli'-- ^j "iiv-h "• •-'"•ill r:>^ Trr;rl >•"■•-, oj^itir I ^]" To.- 






.-> v ."0 ;• 



"*Tt! 3 1 1 ^' Itp 1 "!" 1 '■'.•!.'"t.', fo:\-: ^ c rvift-i. ^"^ ^-p-- "-,p 



r> -t 



r ' 1 f : v t, :• h ■' ' 



."C"; CO ;1 ' ; 'i'-i'" 
l" 1 It 3 "1 : ( h'" I'l A -v 



111! 






.rh ■". --"at, ->j~r Tvoct'?, , ?!'.n fh.!.: i-a.-^oltiilon i~ l 



>» 



o-.~. -1 



■r 



Ht 






If 



iiion paciiin Rril-on. 1 Coi''pc-n; : to : --rj.d ^ ; , ; viii. : r^ ;.a ; p^r f-j- the 






r> 



},^'?-r A:V.:;.j 



••■ • TV . " 



.>! aa-.u.; 



v-, v n i it/ .-. , , ] " •■ • , ,1, ^ p.V'ir f u th" -V!,! '~- r th'^ u a set P>";-f 

Lhp ^, mr , ii!f - t ^ r ,- . f M ir i- :i: . fi«a. n-- :;of all- aoot tc the :; 1 ^ "Ml- 
p.-.pt , ,i\|'teir' ! ^t p.yr! 1 "^. r.^/.i o'." of t>ir j .' 1 --ir« r ',, ».''.'• .'.'T'' 1 . n i l! - '""o +1 " 1 .' '." ,i, • 1 °' r 

ii j 1 -, ,., - -; • -'• «■> • -< - i 1 t» - . , "> t i- j- a -, t . > -. r\- '1 .j tTn 1 ^ ■: 7- or "1 n a" "• * * T >" > 1 



■chf" 



f Ii .i •' ^ ,""? i ]*r \ ,' 



aat iv?a aj h.a?-t -i a: th" 'n.-r wr^r o^l fron ivor 



.-,•!-, 



.! aa-' 1 i: 



-,- ~ ;i •; a q V'p -,V1 1 



y 



i r , r .° h-.M- of Tu^inra'a on;- h/viMr-?'-- oi 'J- ,C? , rrr^p'- .h;,r - on tc tlr 

ft v u<i t,Vi th,--"- h^rcur t.h-T rv"'t'M' £ ; ^C'Vl* .'jrit 
ht-h -ra.. ,.'l^'? : ; "luup; '•he y.-or 1 --. ^io - l n aS - -, ;-• x> 

a;ij;- n V'ith c.l! th- aif fa the 'nilitr-ry. * t leal;:'! nc-> 
Iho'tTii cvr. vn"t -aiiio la» ;, to vr,;; ^. npiir c o -iner .r- i - y arynicr h:rhc-ri 
nr,„ The r'oi'-nit^-.ion.-rr pscr.t n v^ry ,a,r,_ij ra r col to t^a ^c\ r VaVirr.t. 



4 v -, i-i-i ft p T !H.i ,;f-" ' ;'J 



0"a'(0"''t,"' :i" "! l TT ta t^'n^C \ ■•'• iiaa-i the 



to pllt "" "> 



,. (S t.T'rcn::' -"..n the ^"Ininn to arot^ct thp w-'-r 1 ". T k 



?a- "> ." n '"'. o - : • 



ir 



t ( .j ^ + ^ i'-,-aa t h,R 



np,.. v,'fiilp ha? a~ +h" irflttr.. 

^LT-v? i a.- 1 ' .1 1 a-i ■ ■ . -a'-a. s , >. .a j •- ^ j- .. j- - , 

■in I vie v, o '" - 



y ,. 



f'n', 1 , ""i 



l '< ! 



, , -. t - r -j-pj,^ ^-rf.,-;- ^r-_ th^ r] " f a '.^ , 

^ r> - .- ■•; tvIv-i v""a"! with hp, -aia* - 1 hp t hmi^ht it , "^." h"fO '-'•'- 

h-T! tC ha' 1 : 'h- fnf-rror: linlca' hr ^C t "U?.-- ;.'P f a 't fTOl'l thp 

•fi.'-in^ fhe^alves a-n-o of 
th°.t civf n h-? "o^'rr. th'" '■"'•"' » t'ocf oi" 



" M 



'i 1 1 "ta (•■'■ h' : ''f T trip hi'i t v ir i th" ^:- 



'i'U 



| 1-v a p, ~f' ]"1 "^ 
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Iha a~n h^f baa-i nol^ir-rs p.n-' I to]r hia bo aaai" insist on *boi-r 
r?11:Ij'.r ia p. irl rj^hhi.i.;- r>.-r tb.n -^rriorr ;.-r o-ajt :-n tin*." iba-aral vo ■■ . 

T b-d o tall- "itb tb--* ebiaf ^ri^i--! aba oa"-" to "+]?-: ?a,a of tba 
,-, cr i. ; ny-p x -f-il.': tbopi Vt -v--y annbly tba= " fba ailita:\y ivr.<s rp-in- ai 1 

w« 1-jp.l bona 1 f.-.-p b\;t t.boy oUybt to bo ::b.-"aa.- ■] of tb'^a'a] •;--'•' t ■• 

Vi P lO' Of Iadim,:' ]'U"1 "-aa; r -a at,.- 1 tb ~ i. r> /.p 0C b ¥ *b - 1 " "i a tb^-V '-,ir; 

p-^-,-,-, + -p.v"o n •! "'«;;T "" V.i 3. T f b T ';V' 5 a !li ! " O a if '0, ~< C - c f. 1"' V t h "'■" ' 11 "1 "I 

aa.i •"> piobaf oaf, '•*'■ "ro 1 ! ;-i- 1: ^f t.pa bluff to "iv-- noiirp of the 
Iraixaaop a'- Ibav Ten- 1 ': tbc- ror.aition j,f tbo count, rv wh^" 1 tba'* ni a<Pa 
tb-" 1 aoot-aci , Tbio ibay aaaaaJi to do an,! aant. na^-; ibc^onab] 7 
sa LI af i eel iha + a rerytb lap raa beta/-? baa? ibat r -\. ::■--. V-^ y '••oitld bo 
a... no by tbo "rlT it?ry fa protect tha"- 1 '. 



•n.„ ;vv'i]i" >-• ^t.T'Taf 1, amaol to ^aa^a-l A'aaaa T fiar]?.a r r-o + 
tbraa a;l1 t i,-.T-a f,-i-.,',ria: •, f Cavalry atra" area' a] cr- t !->•-• "* i iv for 
a'-oatlai"; aiT'-'C.-i^ii i'or x b °ivi anntb a" tba l.iao, 'T'bia T parfarre-1 
ratha^ th n r to haao than locate-i ft at ~< ': j c,,\.' vi th tb.a -a-vl-Ten, 

Or. T -bv 29, Iff?,/! r.-caivaa a 'tiapateh froa br. TMv^r Au,6 
thai: tb.a TVuraai i., paa_,t ioai b;a' boon . ,; H aaol vap ,- thnl ^jr---;' \ vvaa a?ii:., 
aar,--,or.a,l t". a;/ n p--< p- . -•.--. v * i n .* Pillar';., e^cti -a rarf tha + Hio 
00— -It!.-— ; , aa'aia" '-br-iu, h'---.i peacr to aai.'^ct fa- T T u-"-a ?-i..- !fi " r? , p 
.- V* uc tifv-'- 5 .""' p: ^acr.a.IIy i^a 1 -.:- "na 1 n ?J offio.;-r.3 of bafb c:;aara 3 t'ri' 

^ /' rairr-'t ^?a re -aitbaaity. 

o : , y,,,, y )( l^C?, T r--"'jb r oci tb-^ f.-'71r-ain^ lFt.t^'' , froa lb-,, 
A.-ict, In rolptlon to t^" c.bnnrjoG aar! ^I'-lnz '••-'"' ia 1 DtT'ro ti.aaJ aa to 

what abor.V; ba rfoi^ : ' • v, \f \> 

"wo b-.i-r-^ La] r gaapiiad y:>ato :"ct 5 i 1 1!"'"" '^ptt'a- ., a f'r---i ._ a, .'; 
tmaafer 1 .--f trer acrco..' tba riva^. f ,:, ycai h^vo nor ^i 1 la'-, vitb yan 
a:i a b.avo fall ^albcr-Ity a-ao" bo'lb ro^pnniaa , a:»t 1.-1 Uia iut - '-t- -t ;| - 
of tbo ';o^|-aay staffer by inco^p^laat a^art.c, 
% vr r , iTi; : ;o wa-it yon t •" a?^'? ov?'"y prcpov nja to tbo rr ac ! ^ aacu'a™ 

\ V iji.on raaty, "?a~i na arrnnf la ar.f thar-"- , to aiaa- a"' 1 hi a a ft,a r . Maa, 
t c , tbo.Lv v"er\ aari to ear-ay fn'aiaa If aoraab 1" 'a? tb fbasri pent"' aor, ;>r , 
'^0 I'libb to ha".- aa.raat'a pra-.^rt poaitiar la tt, r ;•■ . a, -oai"*: na- 
\v v ,i r . -■;. l :tar,y , ?-a- 1 a, ,-■:?/ ha -til a to tba roa'l ata"' --ill ao ,aa^rytb?np 

.y'~ poaaible'ta ^jaiara it a y-opp^, Yoa dV ba pble +• •. r-,, -t bi^ at 

.nil aaiat.-: « pn.i, ari +,h pi Hon cbaaVmato bin. Hia 1 uhiactian h^n 
" boer, ' ra^aa-'af , a'-fi if be ahorh.r! atta^pt 1,0 raaaa it ia +ba coaria 
t.i'-iorr „ it ivi'i ba wall +n iafarw i.ban fKat tbara is a; .iiijijiio t;,i ou. 

j -PoaT !,ha1 aa aoon ns wo aot rp t- - > Jal a -i-nr- i 2? vba^o T 
1 ,. i , ln v 1 ,.+ „..o' tba":; ia" - vppy T-nc. 1 for-1 of Mao Ruatb pTa^a. w <~> "bcai'i 
n.or"--p,t tba r-au to that ya.i.at a" ^ baa,, an- •■»■■! i ;o ;. ^^ttao aeaclp* 
Go 'ip n t'a^a^-tbiaa- ••hn.l> •■- aP/" a-^oa-nt,Iy s "ba; n>» acaayt ar^ -na 
fa,- r ..-n] tc ' f1 ' 1 i,-, noint. C»-nWol ■■ '■ 1 +ha noaa fc Paaa o^ ^ccby 
I^aaia-a-, If yaa'raa ; ; Sv -, , ^aai' t - n^.a.:.. Taa aa ~ ban for 

Laa t.ho-iia.aucl," 



-6&0- 



t'r'r.v, 



•fl -"hone *1 j TSOTj I ieoejvp.1 n letter 1 -f-.-vr ^ "■ 

flhicapo b-llinp >r,p bo- baa r.'-'ran?^ fo- fbo r, llM , ,v. oi . ^., + < .„, i, T , 
Vlij.irr,*.^>rr- r oho ?5s -mV- :: to th * ronut^lra roth ::.» to loonfp the 
obatorn boo-?. Ha al-p/ ">.!i.'pi a Dr > the line in entail C v^:- tV folpr 
Pul : ,-- i-i'l oVPl- X N- nippf Hillo, profjloo., \iap3, - !. . ^-oil/at V o 
Couia holy-"- o-f the effort rhich any pflpb-!' c ! iniw: ( tha A in^y be 
Brippoot^ "> <, ,V T ha'.-? nr.en the profile or ?o"t of the rorh. t ]-i"--k 
fiTV' bio rcr^r i'\\.jon that flit". wao ,'i'piy to try to orttioior 1 h<=> 
Hoe a"! fo^c; e'n'r^, j sort hirr ev-n-vthino- h. 



Ho: ova. 



or nop:; : 



." j ma i at-viiir 



.?/•!■(•.■'.: .'. r„ 
o ] a 
r m. aooornl of bh c rro:ic?a 1 vlFit to 



On Ifap 7, 186 r y T .vn^vp.-l the follo-ohie latt -i-r 



'I ha - /" roTiv valiTihle lotto;-- of i \ , "b 



;P ?l r- , - \,1 i - isjoiisin^'] 



tb-t von •"ill finioh th° l ./a! thio se-ono to to? bead of h.-. ,,, 
n i'e? 1 ; } a I'd it rvny bo +o Fort bonfe-po. ^,o: - - - : \-<r. ?pri)\r hao been ao 
proh)!!;"^, I thin]- you ~ry oafol^ eon;,t 0' - t a lot? fall".' I - - - ; ' 1 
oot to surprlsef if ym "]_ 7 ,y vailn iti- to Hbri Sa^ooa „ 

j i-pip-pr thio •nvp.r. i £•, oilO ee-ntol.O G"0 the plnlpo.. f.^-'ppp- ovarv 

vPipHi nri.i yore r-jii ^i'-iiiioiah .he rocr/pi 1 p for f rer-" i - i '!-.-• i poor- 
ot-oiclot otnioa arn ^ivo no ™ere nirl moppo troooo for fh Q rlal-o , 
/opeoially cr-.-'al "y. If -/i-v con!" 1 rfioob tb* nui\oroool .-liaeoC oiti or 
to cry rot ' p o ! " h~lp, 00 cr.ul ^ even oono air^ot noji-p ron to fho real 
prints '->r darker » (lone raj An^or io henn-l to ovf,--- <-hp nroojO^ :o n 
yenr 1 /oa ! -of!- , h'-'caupe it 5 thn orpifary bn ; ;,= for tp.p future, 
arf 1 ho 0HJ3* illftionl'o h^ rill have on* 1 ] be to prevent ao^ino: o^f 
'o->iv arcl w o!''i of hie 4 troop:/, to thoo/"" rroots -f f.co-s whor'- 1 th-- svo. ^1 o 

ol'i""ur for 7'rrf^otipn. * t thio ror^ivt , thor- io 0.0 ppp.ppf fr>or 
?,'!or, I'atT v?bo r *o tboy havo n tol. o r, onh s , uo/.rj; ao 1, fn-'< heh, lit t? " 
+ hi v f' b'ff it t'f-^o tooc '-o- tb.r^.o rcrtho, t-i "-at r^^.^iera thor-o» 

"Op rrfj-r - nil ' , ioapr'Oint.o.'i that C r *ro-po:oo wi.-'iil'i r.o+. t" i! ar' of . -, o to 
our Cintccl 5 '!r Tnf.ia-io, It worn! 1 oi-no -,ip roro r.orol:; brl a--" 00 or. 
03 anf trp.\ibi? po"'1 :"-/•:•' . rl'p' fho oponto rip 01- the Ir'"iaro arf on 1 ! on 
ro. ?op + 4 ho I'oal roa son w rhj re sborl-i h?o r o tbo c •: rot v=p ? o>a fbp 
aoinui t i. p "*."■, ''"hat. ^^ '•■'"oar? of the ^oivt n ?. von '.ly p;rt~rpr"oi.° t. of ,n cr 
the trea'y Tnri io-oo , ,, v popt. .-r.^'-prf -«s pouf h^'-o tb'"-- -"'ooooo 1 find 
ar.f tab'-" -?.r of th<^ IroMars who -boo ' t ra-it t- fiyhf , f'ho; - oao ,, 
rco the "Yao^ails ?rho pro-- off all poor on hunt i op a "if/ ^a.?.' p"""tbos, 
OiV"/ ii"f fh' oocoro/i.oo "f tb" t:!o™e fo"" 1 the a i r?ml ppy^oooito. nro 1 
reool'oo y,r-'t -a m uoh ap the bettor - 1 i^p-'aao 'ir/oj. Thio "Ou^p or 
the. poo/lo an-- 1 'i'"ri fvjip , orpht e..»t to ^^ ptv^^ 'vp-rial ly , " -"oopi-- 
^i;i.;:5b;t '"of. ""th.rr <1a.iiy ? a 10 roobly .°.s fb^ T".1i"r :'-: rooa . 

T surpoo- I ^n jo for tho -rooo.r^io.n up +bo -*3f1 terraoe 'in . "'' 
ai'o a-lvortai^oO to rail for a-ib/rai tor .Tioio S. aipo '.;p,P'" , -"t to roa.oh 
I-foroo il loo lol/ f * l< "o too then to cr^io? .fjc.r the bodit orr-o'ieao 
•an--! Fl*o/b v:<i:'p '- "..<: rob/.rr at f-Rimn, Leaf-iT*" , ^'.--f.-'o, ft Lheno , n Oi;otoa 1 ' 1 - 
fi/i^po, "na tbo foi/opo (3obootopcl) ; then ort +0 f-iyor, r-irortj 
fop.o^o ^■"ir" Alpoaof "io , 1 -.rch to the ooa.ot of fpa:*n arl ort to lb: tiria . 
OiJ/1 hen'- : ; n October. Ti' yon n r ill bo -p~ ITieholi.-- h--: a.rt/jpr-o,, bo 
will -.'/p.-b r",r', tbo^i.T^h a-p ■-> , Pio: at poooio, ar^ 'T i v t" , l a-' ! ','aopo 'f'r' ,! H'~:i«, 
fi-.^ot i '- ivltp-aph r->j ^!i'~<r]a aoipthiiiy cf ouorpb i'.rpooo^^O'" 1 y/n 1 ' 
■bo call re b-aotp/nr which "v^r.t T rill b" r r / pai •-'' to le^vo the s''ln 
n>-,5 r >p<- l TPn ""ia fr:pl oof „ t T y f opo if. .rant ^r-' 1 nor - \^">11 eorO'Prf^o } ?if 
obor.lf OJ-j oorbinptirn of th.o tr/oo' b-' :i-?e^ 'oo^pp lur.errf Gi'-anL 
v.iii ps-oon, I ronlf rot 00 if T iho/npht any thai op- "real 1 or°forp, 
bat It in voir for rce f-i oTropooo lay pbssooe.: i:ooeooTp*p, %-!•.: n. Her, 
frai'f freely offer:-; t--> opa?"/ '00 1 I v}.'*. 1 boao in ^'Inf year viyh, 
anf wi 1 1 "roit. -'- 
ovldonoo c" •«•" 



,\ r pomp lotf'oo f-0" 1 ^icv^ 1 ao a ""-e -r>. : 
pvI'OO 1 fr:" o^.rb'-:bie „ 



p?,^}-<-> • 1 -,-1 p , 



On ''try' fY'ldy IfCY, General Shpprpp rod,- anrnp- to y; pprrp rr:n; 
I^IUpp nr^ :'i-p"t'' , 'i?? J collino for nd "i f. 1 eno" 1 epppoel pp x h"> •-■! n li- ■•- 



mo Vc l 



-•*■ of »"- 



I _ •"• c? 1 v «•! yenr 1 i oro [• ph n.pp ,inr y^p yoPP ir.t^root in^ lp|t 



/"/ T heyp 'r:- 1 n ^co* doel of corTcupo; i,i?:-cc ohoo! fhr p p> - toot im 

I v .y the conifer a 1 on" the rnilrcad, wh i rh I deo" of t l\e rirod in-pppppr 
nl IhcpHi -? o ph'.-o r, errc^bn,! I ccr no other- ray th^n -py-. : y to ;yy ,,y 
the "Yiopr rhn -"^ti poo;- +h^ Y~- 1 1 c-^.od -pio 1-- d-^f iepeo 1 „ jo thiy 
•,-p.ipp fp ;t f\3 ^ ri^Lter of poppoPj the" will p~>f confine thppp-- p" 1 '?np t,p 
o 1 1 n • h i n y -"-hp (Pad.op + h---'t 7c t -■ comply rMl , foioppey ^ri C\, ?„ 3"oith 

Opt Pi" 1 .! co^o pr nt.h to "f'lir POOP , T fhiplr C;>11 , A .nq:r HiryilP '-'o 

•fVi--. n,i n ■-. f orco . and F'" 1 rrppt Ft! so y^ + .-fhi.°r troor,? f-~ 'y-Pp.p- 1 oiir 

wordpi n ^ ---rp't :" <?rs , I iirv? p.ppoo p.pp,, C-rppt •Po"' i;i:<'tp'' V^'.,t r i"' icn of 

^civrl-'y for thi* epeoiel •^ni , "cro, a"d if he p r> n h<~> -^ 1 1 1 ^rcni it. 

Yen ijr.or thn !• the r !V ' , -r pell rrToin f-ppp ,;r?ry pi-pp-p nunpfe"., an/!' 

it ie very hppd to spy phi oh i e of M oot ''orppptnoce „ I ^rieh to 

n r',onr"° y-p ih" t T fp no!" ro-'o '-"^h 1 " j^T'sr rp.ph f c 'y on ito 

ac c oiir't , I "I"' pp :i;y yr" 1 pr-t-ef trip t .;: "Rppo-p?,, hrd .if T '-lii; v-'il] co^o 

up Ihio ,- 51 ■-'•-. -.-p no.i pftopd to it in pe^eop: .nit T "n pp-! that o J "'* 

".nv; -1 p J j. "r. .-■'o lptf"l~ -ytPr-nf 1 foro" iii iTi'sr-TP, -pd tha* I rill 

trv nnr 1 r' 1 " 1 ! . i 1 . ,. 1 1 fho woit. 1 n.-i^e,-, + p. +,h n rorot , j oi"H, .-all on 

w-fpo.shp fo-' a pppirpot of ronntpil i"oepe, for the 'po^Io] fa.?!- 

, : ,p ."ofp U oi--- in. h"r-o ^t a whi^-h a ! "-~- vitii, to h^n pro. ~ no re, 1 dor' 1- 

wont to do t' 1 ;'.!". if it, en." ''p" oirldod, na a^r^^-.^ ,?*„■? to pnn tor" > i.t^"i' , v 

thol hp;;, ■-• ->i\t,n c;. '"ith Tp-fl ma ri'll rniso a olorio 1 ', p.s h. n hocn 

r i cn p y C rr.r - fh o n ono-"', for 1 l- ^ o 1 t.^pono ppp-T;]r. r ; in thoir oifp. ji tono.iit, 

Orpo ■"■•'onld orpno.o" 1 ,v, c"0 of the rojil n r on^y ,y-i p.*n ™ o 1,1-1 rnoiy; thio 

p.-yioi-i^ Hi -po dono'e---- 1- y-T-ii nr.nt ., iroto^o.-] pf •" o "op^hR^p pities 

hppJi p ; - *\p-. iir ?i 'if T r ^'- Orip-p- ; ,. hpt vhon iih" 1 » p" 1 1 y con 8.nnonnce th c+ 

]-, o. vf > hm-^r. pi] hr t. .-,--!, inp oprnr to bo " 1 " ho'oi i" hio pppeoheo nt. 

the oonffy v? a rp? th"f +,horo io o ool" 1 fon tr^or" thorny,- no on."-" ic-.r, 

Ihot oppyor-:- thi^ho ao vi f nd o^ +ho~'0 of t-h^ Tn'ij. ?.;-•■. J Ppx-p the 

ppnnip (Ty-crf ? frv"' Miono.-o "rr .. l-'Jont °no n P'' 1 'Dod-oto r ro, roll ao fror 

Kar.>:;a:-.', / T'hoo h. oi co nod nolcrrUo. Hooh won to onnrh of the r^rr-j + o 

.v^-ipo iiinrr nrfiitpt v "i7 fhp Ip^io.i'n, "bp.t 1 1 ;^ J +" , -"pp-p :o ? i n ?, ;f fho 

ry, ,- •! i'ivpon ton ■. iH 'inn r-jprop G-on. Aiyp-n ^ v-t"* lo^pjo po" + io n of '-y- 

, w h,y.i co'""ipf hp ( rip i :enoo?^ •' t if 1 pn •"'•et tho rp-'i/ 1 

;■.,, r^- --y ,, yp.'y t •• • «~ ••- p ,- , y, T „ ^i^o ••?. f-iy-r-,. ; 

"yypp yon fir'.'i: . ^ too o.mooiny hotvo^op Iudy n ^u 1 • opd n ---c.y> 
n.-v,!- -.m pppp'-p.^ pf-pd-p , p-oci"dh; toward r 5 On.o*- n vn oolf. Tf to 
fhonoht h 1 " o.'-ory, p- p-.n f ?p o n hi.rh orooorip ot Hi or ^voo.> "•n--'' 
o-p-50 Pp"; 1 --?:'. :i v ,i ro "^t ip-tp fr!linr into: thof -f-oa-y T do 
•„,{ t,p ip--,. p o- ;; - p, y,,p:-. " it ' v o phpndd •••of ""< l.'-'i" thp^t -ippq no 
y, e :;l '-,t-, lr .-, ,«*«« k - ,,--.'. i, -pp'- -,f rivc^y y:-,-,iy f ■• thp v<dn-;y, phioh i- 
on on t yn v hop ; ; hnpripy ^nt nil t.h» rodpi^ti oo^' M r-'-^i " 1T oopf . - p 
f.-.of C:-"rh, " . , ,p ■ . ... ■ 

T -> ip: iv -0 r ; ir-ldo" :-'i\r T -^ 1 . T'in-.-n p H. ^.-v-i-: d.T 1 o : P-" y Id, 
y. „y-'-h ho- dj-.yo,;!---' ' thnt yfp^ ro Ovt-'MpH o"'- "i;-: ..-.>••■ '• ! h- 
''h&'P,e!i op-doi^y re r'pp 1 1 c:-.^r^':<-? the -ip+p ^i r- p- r yy. o.-yp,-.. 
ot tip-- Noold~ h---".>T o" RparRj'^r to dpp.rp Rivr»r m. 3 ih- fopidiM-n 

, ^ 1+ y . r ., nlT . r- i; y :p PivOP to ThCOiO^PP 1 y"P0"---*V, Yo " "> O y T 17'p! of 

c.,-,-1! t.o 1 ""-, Hr opp-^ofo 1 thio +o ~f', F r->v o c -"tpp-. 1] 1 y .InifliTon'.P: 
op 'Jio lln" ro ^oy ,f-.".idp npon i.^ cr p.-oi.ny fh-" r-pptph 'Rony- .-.." 
F^ppt .lip.o. ipif f-hor r-pp ^'pin"- no tno f ? •• ont ,d the y-p-o, 1 < q ironM ^n 
p t j *;.L-pidP' -p" ^porino t.hfp ifo -y-vip •.-■,: ^oj- n ,, v - r v«-- -.,-- y-. rT1 ,,p,- 

^%r+ Tariff, Ore^nP- 



j n gnpi-.-r- f- br ■" Irf.t^r T '•••r--t^ Mo t • "rlL-''T: 

"T ar not !3-"--pp ,'( .1 1c cv.^r th" ^;i-?^ fb\o, P.j:- "v-r-.- T ar y 
^obr- m-r^ v aP ^Hyy^ot o^ <-y yov." T nolor] b ; r -; " K-> o — ^- ^ --'^ 7 
>-v.r ]jne rr>: i -' v b- ray c n H .'"'■■' ' J Fc r' 1 ' : . ^ n r-i River, Ir 1 "? R-j v^r in^ 
rToo;-'J H;/:w" f r, Tboonaorl lp-'loy3 Va7.' 1 -:y no 'b: 00 7 n 7 J o~* t -. tho 
x>;:-o J. ":'••"• "ri " f - " f, c™ ,p 'Sr'~ w'fb tb r ?:*v."' oryoi.b ,:f tb^ lab; ooo lIjt 1 r. - 
1 ■* r t. -:■ 1 y n^th of 1 ^bv nat.v a £ ?i'o' P; '-ntory d oJ.l.':, -y'"" by Vn 7 1oyy, ? A . :■•. 
Id tbor: ■t f-h.7 of c v, rr..-~:5rp: Pranonl o"*y ^Ibyo tr--,+ y.-v fr^ tn +h:; 
"x.v/.h^ boo I!. M •-■\,.;:>o-;-i I'iorth of +>- IVbr ° Ii ao , Vo" ' v -:-" 

T 0.0 uuV Toilfiuc-r to v ; ,y Tici;.' ■ nj be v*'"' to •••]"■ ^ov ^O-T! f i"'. 

^■nfffvy^ j'-'-oi" "o c7ol voinij. As buuii "o t -,'•■•. ;•. ''-''•' j T c. ;-.y .; '.. lo 

3-Jth;!' i? f ccL 00U ""re Tito yvv. o '-r-'t ^ :•". cf ':^<- ^'C^a," 



Vi\ TT 'Ilu b-.; "-^U'-on "- o .s\: j iy +0 I: 



1 






v.. ... ... , , . 



L.o hl^ n;-' eo Ma-- n 3, :!GC~, A "vr- b^vo n., ror~s -v" r -+M;y !bo 

. y .^rv-!i,-;ij !\o yoo , Tru vrili howr- + inbvbr-oy -' t i " - a-" ' ; ' "\> :■'..", 
P^r v Ui> _; : f f.v-on + ' '.. n.pr-.v r to-.;t- jt T ir.->" ; ' '!"■*> oi , i." i r vm bp<b Vy 
i'^jr '•'■'-"i 'i^U; *•>.'., ;-'-_.' of "..he- ^th , - , i i y 1 j' , 'l to '10000: lb j n.7oy1 o--< 1 'j^o, 

or;"— • jl c;)'isecull : -"j, ^ xL.] r -"I c.c ." ,y-n--y :-cl,.vc n r. 

^.r-o'v: 1 ^. prr-l ;r w^t; n u .t?^>- ! nt n::_.-;r n \:::- 1 r.^f ::->■ •••n;-- >: I 1 ^ r-" 1 -- :".o.. yho^. 
r'"' r vcV uf ' TTo'^^or 1 " ., ??••• 'v- 1 ^ -T-7^y r ■■'•-.•■••. o^ n "y •"'': i j* : .o"/"^" oTf; ! 1_, ; • v^f •••"- _, 
i-,^ r^vj'Cvil ,, vi '-11: •'' -"r 1 i"'i' - - ■"•!■)' ""i^r "Mo.- ■•,:""'•„" 



S' 



ii -r t: ^. i; .^,; y r._.r- f'T- o;rr!]*:y t ■- -T :~ v , ?1"' ' , . '' ' s >:• >'. '' •" '"" : '" ; " 
Tr y i'.-^o'nM. ",y. "• 1 •'; n : "i-,^ ^if n -^,-at p: ; i }> x t. ,, r 1 : "; b^.v^'n ^o.'Lh F"!/i !- 1 

t','pa^!,^,5 :'.»-^-v:i3T~ "?on- •"'!- Tin". Thc.y 1 :' 1 1 - 1 ':br--o ":on -lory 
, T , o,:;' vov" - rcr-i'./.r^i.- . nine Mi" 1 -,! f.-.-'ir i'v T r^Z^ ^^ ,• , n; Kjll + 4c 
ivi-'r.: w:vl. of F^rL. Sud^M^ 1 ",, The- arc yiviny r.=- trqibi; ^ :;i i :;r . >. ir i, 
t iv 1( m «■,-.*. -vr ^f"i nv-r--". ar.'-l o" vn.-jhiii^ r-^-"l ■<":: i-\t:- *h~- con:rt/oy +.■- 

; r ^ f( ,! -:y n? ■"' i ro , w, _,!•„■ r>i i-, r :r-. - ry y f vr- p^nwnlpj. r " '• t'l'"' h.!'-^ ;.-^ 

ly ci;r v,, '■••,. rv ?..-:yr.-° ■."' " th Iiiindr-l r? * ov t •- ? n -r-1- ".nri cor.v- 

the ,n ,™,; v ,.i 1n «. p ;i ,m., : +,h : vc. +h» Tver'- ••-•' ^ + ^ bnn: 1 ,:^.-! ^-i?l be v.i't ir.r.rv 
j.". ,^«p.o' l ^ ; rr,-.i-'n J ^v, Wit 1 -' i^iry I err. h-ld the- -r- +'"or? n«+i n 

;,.,'-. ^ooI-« "Ir-in^o-; ^nf M ; r - 1 ,-on i H— y av- 1 ^ •■ , "l 1 In-in- '.--••■■^"'.'r: 
y._ V7 n ,o +'-<^' .Tot n" T oo" .? c oo-'r: - ;; -us-JM r « 
' r , . n ,- r ,i ,.-i ,,,,;-: p.,,.«.-.! ; ->- 40 iv 17-8 of -o- 1 . I\ *.-■ +ino bo::t, 

r W tmrU'i'frrt!Ti-;i >-r tr-oo- th-t I b-.v- ;^c- 7-^ 01: +^o -. -,n ^. 

I; ,0 -.yr"" nh ll.'-.O, t j, I'o .V>'C " 1 I "''i . 



'"]\C 



} 



_. v ,_ r jn -inr-', t "ifo vrot-- Mi-. A^'-r-. ■"■• -r^^r^ i"o A ,?oo3 v:h-cb 
T t)"oo-ht vn-;-uirn hi^ nttr-oti'm: Ow^k^^ek 

ii T fnv-pft on rev ai^tNT-.l bono r-;- t--. 1 -• " i -n r"^ ~< •> 

1 __ n ~ r ,- yi-.,-. 'i^ii -•.- . j . 

^, . T ., - ln -«..., -.n-,",- ,.., yo^tKafllv n g r<-:^;l.v-ro , t n V „ t n-o on- 
r _ L.-r'.nn ti -i to IV' r.lF ■:•!■. -:>^ "V" 1 --r?yt-^ th-: ^-n.-i '- 

rc o-,. f...',; T,.av,riwr«>. or v-^-o" ft=v oo, tK- - t'-v- V -v v ~ r, ITo.o;o 
;,:;,;, , -,.,; T .. ^'-^ *■„,-+ h-.v oUf-: fr--- +>- Z^—lr-7 -<■ '-^ To.or^'r 
;;rpt,:;...;, n ^o-t :^ any r.^Ptim. I y-cru-,1 •- ty,- to oo and 
, n ;V;^jP, ot ^i-^-y p.-.-i -ot hi- *r rovo-o Uv ,t -,0*, ^ ^o, ,h-- 
o'.^i .v^oi". a77 f5o-ob-i v;- to ;bo ri-' U-oy oco-ot r a:y^ I -f^ 



I,-, .--;' t"'*or;1r~ 7:>>"f-,r-' t^o*' ^C away. 



Pcjr.t. 






+ ,-, -- ■- II ! 



1 -t'. — r r 'hv" I • 



..-,. ,^,, ,, r , n r ,f f',-,3 onoi. .rft:' 1 ! ' 



,:ono' oto.Htr v., P v-rti.f: ^"'^ veyniro^, Tb^.o 



.li'^Ar' m„" wo^t .-it., 1 t-.vr.i.c.v" + " ^biyf op oocb t narty- . pr o;r t' r , 
iU ^l"'^.;/ tnoy ion> ik-i ihr^ n-^ b^ + b-"- o— r t f.,-- t^e, , oo 






:j:>- 



Lhay ?•.-:■■> ha"? 3 to n a+riab pr^oir.' 1 , fcr n 1 ] x !>~a* hava. .aya"^^" myf - 
•■fitrfl or.iy ]^y + "v.-' y.-av + — f •? , hiaah-ta aa" 1 buffalo rrh- ^■ , ! , ?.]i 
£et op ~;at ":;rn rn + , ^a aaua. .a yaatin . -a- a •■> ah .-v.--;-. vrfll , ( J ^a-rV" 
yaar- T ' i i'P'',i th"> pa r+|P3 with Ho-v r :-•"-<- t "--.h-, y, r a -jy- 
laoo a.ad J >■•,= t, pr,-. :•, . -ybo-a,, 

T'lv •f-M.-M. Mip 1 -. ;? .>.'' to" "alt. haha af," 17 .-- i a 



T 1 --J • - 



". y u ';-. :'l',n;>f,i /; P-, ;-. ~ -;,c< - { rt_iv 



' t ioa ci >; + ha a '• 



'"! ^v : ' " ? ;: w :■ 1 1 a , 
3 ;-"-..-. ana n->-r r ? 1 -■;; a « a !' h, 
:'-' t'-i , - ; .' i aa. •";-•.'■., p.-.,- i daaia:: + o '^riy thst 1? hlia 3 0*r- " -a .»■ a-.-, -a : ,r/ 

111": '"3 f~ T " n "'•'"" ; o/oa ij-| -p o f lr p j-. y^;-. fi^'.-p tha"' a"' TT /,"*-•■ ,-. p 1 ' ^-O "i , "* F a V 

Oh' "■ ; j Mi 1 ri~ ■ <a ■ anaaotbd ^ ham - * a a a ^ pi f > -tv af »p i,vh ! ah -a/pi i y,-^ 

pia-o" ir. Harta'.., ha 1 a-i: . H - cm bar.d~e it. raid 1 haa-tv « c oaa ,-•>-•"> 
that .«->., The ^ama r -- -yr r a — aaa aa hy 1 h -: Forth ^ala'n Poaj/ia, n 
bo tab. aao a ,-,. r.- at doirtiy 'ay t to va, no or^-'^p^y ?bT".?cr thai a d--- -1 .]- a- 

':rnc:' >.o •-■•) '-- n \ Tloy.ia ^j.ypt t,ad.-a Mi-~" "i^ht o"^i-"'o^ hi/ b;"*y i'a 

ndtit " ;••: U: t'm _-, + i^^-> t'\ n . r iyf:-:-'. Thoy haay-- a ew l .: ,n .jt wi +,h "h 
^allia nr-' 1 aay^a ?0 thay vf. "\ otiiM +,••• It, a Br].l i tI .-. " .-r. [, ; - r ,o ? .. ; t. , r , v .: ; 
i :\ ccHch^a o,.nri hri! 1 " +i-sc-ir a ; M:r - .^ - -i i-, i; . ^ =-1- j - 1-, ,-. i liri ,--t < _. t^ r >,,!!> .,..,., _ ~ -r p}-r 
hi'iv, T -/t'v; ; ^;i"-?o th-'V" iv? f n-.-il i t is:? , r> ,-.; th^:; \f-r' th-" 3 .!.■!'„ ar^ 
all. ar'nTHT.- 1 thoy "Tay-- f ^rv^\\p.-pB r^u a^ i w-? -'^t Mi'"- c rer , i. + , T" r "•'(." . n y 

T wh ! -1 . f=s -; '*i o *.;■ r, Tv. 1 - "" i'";>-r l a vt -.vP t--.- i-.^ ±;-~,r. p r . .^y ^.-"; thi^ nr,-- -.y _ 
r,t. n+ i>i;y th- ' -i :;M i T , i~r?." , ' , .' , "'Y .:n.03. TV,--' ^.I'c 1 ' '^"''airr *~-" > c. "*v?y-- : ? ! ' ''a-" * i ^ 



0:-. J- 



I ^■-•nt-- M- Mr-» -, P. ^ vl i.^ it -1 .-"!:! -^ to thr 



[•r-i.^lr.z "^ 1 "'hp fifth. hTiyyy^t Arties ao fo 



•it"-^ .* 



(3waAa. 



•.- ,,.>..,, ,-^i ^„ -^.._ - -.-_. x+, !"► ".-] , of i.te pvv-i -lot os f, o" , .' , r ^i I?, s -a-" r - J, t' 
Imnyyy Y^y vi 1 "' •- ? ^ t.h" + ia th-: ] i ~ht oxr'.a T !y/c ^Cla-i, "taia? 
oat TOO f?a! ra ^ -; , " thn r-atot^al is ia+on.oe-i fof- honhr. . H-.-.-a on- 
rlan ^orafl t ^ hr>laaca wor' - Rt ."'.n- n h -ilaca. t'-: at- a. fmv r. + h^v-: 1 hnva •■■" o r 1 • ^ "1 

feaca rat>- ,. T tbiah it will ha vjh']i s at tho l.i-yt. cat;: wbeyr i^-taaifi 
haa to (-j ir.ta ?i;h, + .a 1 n l--a -~vt r '5 -f.^at, aa nc-th M^a cf cat a 1 ."- 1 OR 
fr.r.f. Raath ai'-i-- •- f cat - bnt t - aa -1- eatra f-- it -'~i---i ^a ,; :-i;yi.al ia "at 

,-, .-_-, y-^y | t+ v'il -1 ^ '• A ,bc ! .'i.p,>i< t.a faTiCG. 

("r. r.at-aia.y; a,y typian t-" ',y yoa cm dat- r.i'ia.- , :r if var-h i: lat at 
yn i-., : . an C aat. : , ., aat ay-i fi^Z cin ha lot ta hal"-vaa, say "n~< i a > 
••"ill It. Th|a, waall h^'y *t a yt i.-a-'i" 1 wit 1 -' 'yh- a.a-t i net a ^>a | t . y- - •"•,- t: 
an-' 1 ir a.-M a „ a-^ ha 11 .! 1 r wafeir-i , Yaa a ay, pat ? an yaa haaaa hni^h^:" 
■ioiay ±r > aa-ym a- v i ai^o a p wi.la out. J. 

T -"la' a "'Opiaa^ th , " ,+ ty>„ n ^c ~i,-»-.Tt i^r. -| _• : --+i"h.' t a.i *a watch co"'"-?f vf 
the al.ia;ar.-at t-^ :r a-.- that, it i- ill 1 - n : <M ; jf j.c. v^a-"- haa 1 :^:.'.. na; 1 
T 'la iio' wi ah t- h nir ": any had al iy-y^mi" , if i x -ca b' avohV 3 » T^c-;; 
wilt ha .- n '!a- o-i-ria:'! an q a 1111 1 aetify ' ,1 -' aT ar-y yl-'aa-'aaa that tha 1 -" 
fhtah waai^ u ajaa tha lira-. Tha 1 ana ia? laher:.' had al igaiaaat 
la, wan ch^.-yya-l by eyyyyaaer la cba ryo , at wa,--t e~c.-^ n f an+tia.y; an^ 
ha -'^i'l r-r,{ c^rir. " +ha f:i v 'ry:i ca T> ".1a T faaia wa^t, ivhiah a.harO -f haiaa haea 
rirno fet aant an-* 1 of oat.tia" r wheaa laa^'" - ' hani i*, j ha •-'••- not harl tjaa 
la aa-aa'". Tina t ^ at-^ cr- - uaa cf tha+ , Th." 1 " , a iy a la'-y" aaaa.t af a r ofca 
wa .r -.,,! 5th hinvhaaa, h-„ Ritia i - v<? r v r-f.--i.ti.vo tbat^ii a- 10 all. ha 
i'-'ana' ?."i] u Tt '"i 1 1 ha ^0?. 1 aaaa'"t ta ^n? if --a^'a >~:< ? i+ c r }YW\~- 4 ~ i^a 
•pr? /hi rati p litOl" aa a ir oi' : 'a" 1 by aida rlitahaa " 

tOa , „ "3. ?aa:0 t,a-.0 anrla hi? ac'.y'^'nt bacal ■ i aai" , t ni -a at ^o:-Vi 

P7;:L-Lo ata 1 hai hTMayhf- hia fa-i"i/y ther?, t r a^, O.a^.t ia^ aailjay aaya: 



■■'< "J„ Oca a i-v-.-""i'j ^rSa-'H.iau 



"Thia ia a ayyianr 1 y^ace. ' , 'la , -3- > v 
of "hshoo" an-' yai -a-o harlh ^Ir.li.:: ac it -a,, Tcaay tha hostile 
Iiyaaa.: ?r r t ^ o p.l? -"-.ba arhlar; tayia c.f ■'j.-aah^iay Tha y "-a? 
oa'mit hi a.fj yaa.starat tha pa- -dot iaaa and aot a.af naqu'-mti! y '-f'h'aap; nao-Mla-. 
0-0 ri <, Shai'^an i~ wa-at, of aa; 3 .a dyad , waa- ox a act n - _1 ta r:"ah tha aaaty 
fao'a Obi^iyo "'a^ xv v::-t y.a-' tha a.ar"aa,yi ta, T af a at.iv? ' y--r, ai7r~.-. a T a-. taa-:t 
t.haaa ai»aal, oa\"ac,'-s T do M .ot . f ?--a a at ['""-aea.t for rrnv p^:°a;">aal. 
aafaty ha"a s b~il"a' r f p -' th^ -ia.p= af. t V- a^aail; ^;a aa to fa;;--! ] a" 1 la 
oc- ■Tnlo.-h:'T' , '*a, t, >, a' ,n ray ha cl^cida.l daa^ya'"',, ""naal-y "•- 1 o'"-a. "h"a* avaa 
aiaty parac^a laft Par Oa i -^ hate aad j at n^;r " at -" an i ; vt-, ^ ? ' a a-f .---- bf"' , i2 
dv'triao-t bora rv:a n wa 1 !--, hij 1 " """- Tat H --"> (re ::c ad'-l 3? ccr.aa ^ '"Ota 
Bishop af TJt'">b, hcuOaaaa aad Jcln^o^ aad c 1 aryya-aoai -ai'Mi tao "'o-iiej 
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iv .-,••>,:, n-vTr IK- -nnV-- c „ Th •• Bio ho-; "hol.n "V-'^'lor i i- oio- 1 ro •* ;1; - 'bo F-rr- 
K n '■ ino. , TK r. v e.~"i :'*. 5 ori ^ao a o.F.p vo « c 1 1 ,-• • and a"] pT-^sorit f^K thp--t 

Fh - vo'^j' 1 wa" a n^ri n :!i!" oxie, IL rr.o ir^oolu^at ?■ iK-i i^it "'i^ii 
hrvo hr--pp r-o nwn- o-gpop. aFF oh.i l<Fo;pi--»"btvippo -r t^/ontr* an 1 thirty K 
lilx v^ r ,~>r, n j frill y.-oi FjoFr.^as ymi with a frrihor tie ~ op tp + * or, of op" 
To 7 in n e":p-' ri ^v".'* o „ " 



0* 






On Jpik G } 1FCF, Jv T i'. 01:5 vo-r paioo ro'cte r •- a- f r K - - ■ . 

"Yen* fr.vo'- -f Fav HI at riff Op-.. ha -n%,> o pf , vo ioF 1 - in ro- 



?h~ t h i.rv % -, nr,-v plf pi -h- 1 . ; 3.^ J ,ho .-,->o :->"!.>•» cf r '?'rh,? '>•->. -f :-;-.« 
,_1,-, ri .< , n p -y-,.y T, n„ F., V. p ( nnrl o.--rrra] Fonayrr, boo pot tb» -,nti i, p 
erv,~f, i-\.-,i -» f ^f^ py p^ o b y» ? p;T-i i «-. fjnp H?t; r or^ni' j -0 fjon T ib.inF 
to c " 1 ial t ?e' 3 a -n oj-"p yt.pr'pnpp p'vooont I-'vp of tho ooorb 3n.1l with v ■•,!-"-> 
■if?!'.! 1 '! a (i i r cp-pror y » I; "v>'i aF i 3n pomo-!"'. t ion i,v t t.l" 1 tho poop. 1 h:;". 1 , 
1-.--.vp r-vnr ho,.v, f*r. sarpyri ;ip of tho nucce f ': pH'' -root Torit of fht? 
j-oris 1 p.:" F"^ ar r -Plpoo PimpF h"-r hoon n^t -nt of ito Tn p? ^0^ ■ -rt , 

"r,- ri;«, no 1 " pf-lliPy fr-r,' 1 - IF to f 0., p f'O -io Horo " ' r * ram f on i 3 ~' x \ 

dai 3 ''•"., ap-l a 1 "." °;rt t ip'f nr 1 - ^r-^^y at "^pr.b ratter rotoo tihop fn-- r~ "'l y, \ 
The, pooo'^oF Into "■"''■ to hero hav- -por ^neh "~pp-= p.o > M\i ; ' f, rc.' 1 In nr an" 1 \ 
will , I hrv'" 1 n o -innbt _ ?o op b "> apr-licnr'' ■-• for '">vsr n^-nov. | 

17r c •-'.-•■- f-r. j--}-T f ,j i-j^^ro oxip iron pppcbp..] arv 1 put. cIpwp a !i^ rc a 1 ", t 
1 1 . c r , iv i f i-, f j n 'o * o i n + '■? „ " 

T ]i.-;r1 r-ri.ttp-i lip „ "ro^ fu,"!" 1 ^' i ". p ; o.pf ?p.p +,p tbp <ii;cr"-c;' of ^•■" , 
"! juoate'-l 11'--- n^e" th p FlPC-b Hills an.- 1 tho r.oop-pitp o" r-nobipp fho 



/ 



,>-r 



TT'-if" 1 " ?'" wr ">:■; to r i T>?h Ft „ ^oo-ierp thf p '^^.nAi- ao iii^Pip.ed ".p." 1 op 
jun: 2''tb ? b~ f-fpsrp.-vp,-! n? a.o f ol]'.. M3 'p : 

"Top" favop of Juno T+h Ip r^^er^^r- J ' pi o ' .^t'' f'rpt HilTf 
i c r .-:■ c ^ 1 ve p.. PPG w are fire at 3 f ^I^BC'"^ with t,bo vr" fa^rnMe 
arnr-«t that jt boars, 1 am on*!;* fearfu] ,. :!C tip- +hi'v- loclr."? ?o v.^r3 r 
«~lno, thai it ""jv fif iir-noo the jp-v^.-t, : -f .pir i-i-, ft | ,-]r?ppdorf ^r 
ir fix. in," t ho ha.ro of t.fv- F.or-hy itpnippjis, I -To jTr.+ soo , "-ow.^^vr 
h.or; h.e ran ':? tori, a? 1" ohr.-i^- i^- • Tt nri 1 ]^ 1 ha'oH.y h'" nroppi" t : ^ir 
a '-oiri in +h-- F-ln.0 1 -" Hi ll-j^an t]pp ha a-- of the F':ty touh'-i'-r +hat 
■wilF cap-"'F no f"." h ^'^■)' 1 the zvT^ H aiir 1 f^^p th^- " r wootor-'i -l;r.'-', I 
a.- ipp wltb ; prop nufi r-ei ■;; in fho irnortanno --f r rooo ir - orr'rar.i tho 
woi-h, ar'i if w" ; cor csrry fho road F r ot IC" 1 •oi7o-'- 11 \ 1 ^ : >-~ oF^p'.- o" 
tho Flao.b Hi "1c, w^ con "••"■t tho brr? ' p ? -^r..l ^i^r*'-! fo^o hirfifio'": 
"■n m.iohln'- th.'^ rr-pi v if ftp, Fg-.ic/ror.s^r.rr- 5 ) ohnrJ.i tak^' the ^i^w of 
th t " rot tor +hat io fa.h°p- b^- fb.r n.,iv i T > ''F!i"rt iir°" 1 ors, a^^ si po-i My 
f. s . 3 i 'thai th-- r ~p--orpt i e? pf fr- n,:vrp^"-^t a^'F corirt "y rro-n-v.-, ■> tho on 
oa-'-'lv or-ro, -1 ^fi-r of th - rcn-h ho will n^i foil. I thjpv, to fiy: the 
point wh-^-o yon rr^ fvh- , FiF 1 tor o havo ?io-yc:'F 'it ohonl: 1 b-- 1 . 
It vjoxF.i h^- woll -fo^ yoTi to pros;? ibro^ ^-.^ir-tp nr>-\-n X:- , B. pop 1 tho 
a-ifoto-1 otat-- of t ]-."" o-nn+py thorp '"ill F-- -nob to oat i o "y hi'" 1 
that Oovarnrnrpif ai'i -b-oil.i h.: "ip.ot lihop-a' 1 !^ eKtonrip^ + o th:i.-' "reat 

rational to ■>•■■•: . 

T-hr rip.fr an- 1 'r-'pif ho -^ h ( -.v-.^ o-u' i L f "1 ^ j' ^oa^iP'tF •-'""•. r! r yoiir X Q t- 
t,n V£!j - ?n -i wo """-ot b-'ari lly oor-ir'- w:\\ s X\" th? i.rira o'" P r-o-"io, y 
foi-wa-^ th° cr.notrn»-fi -p. of tho roarl '-ith tho n.t"or-'+ vi^o" 1 , 

j r , M?r , ?; p to" r^nio' 1 ; ir-o-, tho nc." op^onf tho o-~"v."Firo o 4 "" a 
j n i.ff Pr o ,V-- +- nrofoct i!'^. In tho r en f'trnctir.^. of ^h<- r- ? .-o f wr 
I^j-p,. ^+ i r . _+j ir .^]r : r,'p .-iiF-y ••; f aco^'"'P 1 -3" 1 1. ,+ - - 1 ~> it, anf my^rn that, 
arv"r<=>rniiMt"l'v~ narh- hv F^r.. Fhon^rp or Rop ftry- i^or t>o T Fap. 
^plpr.f^nt w.-.n?-1 b.- ; ro-O^r+ly onoworo".. 'P»nt"''>r. +h- r^'"1 n . M ' of ''"'i 1 

wo ; ll r] f^-1 any or-tio-nal "■.Miration or. i ^--yioof . f rv^r t- -;*ranf aid 
1 - n + hi o na t to--' , 1 f :nr p I. Iop ahl o , 

•p- h ..,« fh«- IF-, flirho; r-lorf or ""to ont t,'- r '?nah.o w,-.ii will 
r,-,- va ^jw o'ii" r> -Rf!jr.nM" door-' ch , or- 1 h-rr h-> f 'ne>i th.af h>~ i - haxdny 
a'n"t.k^ conoi^o-r + ion 'br hi"- 1 o? a ^vfPT-'pf: po m "'' ir lono"/' 

ip^ r -r i vl ri par* Pin th" r: -. r +n. n r,;.-o jf •? h -^ o ■-. "' i s. : "F7 f '"" ^ ^ - 'aipyo.O'--; 
p i^ v t r n. tlv-r- vnof.r.F-..' In e~^ry Forney. A.o thor>a wa? r." '-ry^nioa- 
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ticnp of Ouirefioe, +b"ra wee, ro place to v?"?*"? t^-ri , w. ? , bed p;-> 
tobl j rhed towns and in answer to my 'pjor-'ino ee to the- "rreco:-' I 

(Should moone ... 'oo A mo a ?rotp mo the 0;.]y owlr 1 " ino-t^rete one; 

View /*r#.'' 

"Th 1 " ^optoaye muet bo rooordod in o^r.--> : -o,- ocrr;-,-- .; . ^ ,,.. +i. ..,,,,,. ^.^ 

which thr railroad o-ris , ^hovovcr tho "'trie :*o rot within nry coirtv, 
the record iny in nn a\ieo;if county ie of no ure, unlove th'^o en 
a terrxtor i nl etatnte + hore au thrri e,inp tbo recording in a^iecer.t 
ceiinUcf oi" ro arret •aeyi-'try of f ice » T know of no rueh statute. 

T n houl d advieo thst the r-'irtpsfr b" recorded with evor' r county 
Clerk c v r>' ,T .irt or „ tbroji'oh whose eonr 1 .'* the lir-" 1 ruoo, rub. ro jt.h r, '-T>* 
and t.hot i p tbo bi 1 !-, anywhere, is wholly outside oP the h-imds of 
counties, 4 h^n th :"oi: , t"?' l '^ , be recorded e + tho Cry. rial of t ho terri- ' 
tcror with, th'- Onero r.ary "or othrr officer "0" recorde." 

Thie horl yy<po , n, .-.- ^ Mr pjon i o v--'ry uroaey ako-nt ., a,o it. must 
bo oit ru e, t e d col" 7, to th'- wo^t reliable narfieo atr" 1 i-oeoed-^d son 1 r^t- 
TT-fi-.oci Ko-->rv x o th; Trustees with the least "T'sible delry, or we shall 
ftav tror ! '"'e wi+.b ^v, beryor,," 



rv ■ o 



10. 1 f'f" , bo wr^te me ir r"l ot inn to r-^nair^ on the 



eonnleted i-, oafl rod th° ^nnlif'VT of tb,- wo"k as follows; 

View Jeoof\ 

"Yonr favrr of I ith inot ir. received,, I ;hoii«-] Oro'O"- «,°:it, to 
jeopardise tbo bridge by letting it r.vpsin. as bow as it is row, whon 
rsoleirt; it A wo foot worl^ o. chatty rur L i+ out of '"he way e n soy toe 
•~orye and hp ^uch cheaper than to out in a ri ew oio 1 ^. ^hen we were 
orer fji,-, r „-, ar i with Ro:r:l wo thought the better way world be to raise 
the bridoo two o^ fb^po-feet, and tbo ppnroacli^o to o-o' which cor Id 
^be done at e -yorv -(riflin.p; exoeneo n oooar^d r-.-itlt p now "ier an ,n frrBn. 
t i-1-.r.e yn\i will looV at tliir* ^ otter- a.oair . and if th-'~ brj d.o-? will be 
an ?afo - i J -h +he addition.^] ra sin^ r :f it tbro«° f ^ot , a? ^it^ r.no ,v 
oyer inn- of 200 ft., I rhould r.iw it or if if r^oninoo 1-ofh. thov 
?honi.d bo done j ao tbo 'i-o^r^ ohould h" wade ?afp at all eve v, t.n„ 
Fo s o-° ormre , ^upt '"o] y or you, who or~ on the yroiir.d , to lo-q.- 
ovev th.- wr.tte 1 ", an' 1 be onidod b^f ymro irdy 1 o-''nt» trcrtiry + hat tbo 
l^eot and '-ort -o^no^ica] ^n.an will always bo adopt ec!, 

Yon-w:*]i ? of course, pee that al 1 tlr pr'^pe. r ' repair ^ to the 
accepted rrv-d ar p rado . and wil 1 pros? Kood rp to th 1 " 1 ^n?t act'ive 
exert ion o in bin depart m onf , ^-^ rrn^t mtoh thp roe 4 to the r^ -by 
uTonntair.r this fa] 1 ', coed ae far in +her, ao e.r'-oibl thlo soaeno,, 
and pooh the -r^dinn- dtiri^n; tho winter on oi 1 th-- on+ e wh-'^o wo'-b can 
be done without i"t Rrferonco b,y f root . " 

On Jrae 22, TSf7. T rocoivod a diepotob f-oor-. the co^an^in^ 
offie^r at ft. ^ollir.R, Oolerado, tmjinrr re that T 'r „ L, t,. niyie' 
^ ar t.,. rnf irr th" ourveyo from tho Lcdyo Fob- p--e?b aom.^r to the 
Crow Oreol; ^rooeieeo hod reached there under- charre of Yr „ . T , it, 
t^r| ( iT7; Obaf lb. h„ T, H:U?- bed been billed by tho Indian^ attack inn; 
tho party and tho Eddyo after th -• death of TT 1 " 1 o , hen rallied the oarty 
and oa^ed tho rorf of tho outfit and wan + od inotrnctedr.e from ^e . 
I i-wediatelv inquired abort Ifr , Eddy and wa^'-totd that bo wan a 
soDdicv of the 13th n linoio Tre^antoy; and h^- 1 srpv^ undpr ^p durinr 
thr war, T inet^rctod th-"" to have th na-ty.rohare av* meet re in 
t h e I o ' 1 ^ e bo 1 ." r a p b Va 3 1 e y . 

On the 27th of Jroe , 1 p+.arted w^et for th'- .-.urpoee of ]ookin r " 
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As Fills turned and rode back to his men, he was literally- 
pierced with arrows. His companions escaped by running in the 
opposite directi on. Hills was paralized froiii fright. Hills was 
a very able, and competent engineer and was a relative' of Wrs . Byron 
Reed of Omaha, This news caused son>e despondency in our camp but 
had it insured pre, caution, which it should have done, it would not 
have been without good results, but the peculiar changes and wild 
nature of our explorers lifes, however gradually, begets a degree 
of carelessness which seems almost inexcusable . 
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over the line ann vinit inn- that portion of the country which' I Irfl 
not "be on over, I loft th -■ end cf the track on the 28th of June 

- r 

accornnanierf "by Mr, Rlinkenederfer who had been n ,r ?l<?n^$ hy the 



t 



p'o-?oident to determine the Raof "bane of the moun'i-'vpr s under n-eefl 



on 



0e 



:-n 



20 of th<=> act of C!or.<? re !*n of 18<o2; also hr*' John A . Ra. 1- liiio ,, chl-f 



of dtoff of th- IT, 



Mr. J.~rr, r. Puff, the son of Mr. Ruff, 



,-ne of the dirocoiro o r t 1 --- TJni-n ""aoific Road; th-. Rorrer? and ho „ 

ofCale^a, . % ■ W P'on., A> - V y« < h-V w*w 

fv ; "'wi>h\ ft frie'«idB of ^cirtJ.Ra?'lins| iS fm . Chlnn ffirwour, Coreultiea' 
/\ '■ ' a 

•^■.-,,-••1 oeer . vhn war, ?cco ri :a -yin,^ N : r, R] icheBSder^e:^ under direction 
o " p the corn an y , VI r „ 



d„ R „ Reed, the "";•.. ^d Construction, r ~ev. „ 

y r a .-p]rent, nontraofor ior'tno ivoaedw .■ - Mo. X. J 

A 



, 'J;-.rtor, 



RuVeonxent, director and Mh . Jr.ir.oa A.. E'~C::s, '".v..-.?;)" '.n^r^er' » 
There ffir a "Mo* wit.n ro. rfrvraZ f, ". Ar-ye vol a n^oMion cf ^'.io 
staff, vfln v" ■>•'.:• on .o.yv- ovine- '■•:..! i.wfep th-* ^ frect i. :o: wf ^n^roi 



iliOli 



I. „1 I T ■ 1, 



J .,/>,,, 



4j (fast b^se of-motLni^mS 



i-\' T s-^.oeto; 



heaSQn/-: i'to v 



A 



0:1 '.rue 



'.-'! f. 



ir ft virion. 

,-» OPro" '": T o ,.".' ' '"P 



riev^I^y oofon 'f.l,, J„ II,. Mtnne- with T.t. Ja>G ", ''do: ol.oo and Re-. 
Terry-, Moot of th-'- y.orf y wane tahiry advvntnye of wy escort to get 
to the ir wo"h » • ' 



I pat-hod on up ''ho RIattu r\- 



v 1 Lod 



:le Melleyo rlo;:: 1 ; th^ wor!-- 



c-r. .'. nr .i,n 7 nr: nonni"ni >■■ oxa"-ini:ie~ th- 1 lino .ao.n entered, the or:"" nroe]: 

s ' *~ *" '" x- •'' L " <-* ~ '■■' 

Yallny end vtlehod nyy carve o.t a levid on f in.w Cre^]" .now toowe-i re 
tho ^-ly of Chv-vonn-'" "here I confined Maxwell's end C'lfil'o 
rr.rta-c rndor 1'"-i , Tdr'ar;y for* t,h- vurpoae ol"' f in. In^ ^ny Filln mrvoj 
fr- ■.:"•; Ri-' v-'- p h]'f to Crow y rre y OroiViiny , Tfia wpc n d 1 f f 1 ^f ,! 
loo^n'.io:' to •.r,o;'o no T i'oao 1 r •....'] th * tlv^ro ohoi.Tld he no rye "■ '■ v:,co n Il- 
iuy 35 i':e.f to the nti"! '-• ^ d'oirhny to nu:d-o thet n rtillug u i" ! I'.: ^^oio 

tn- l'I-' t;i';ourl ^i,'- 1 to th. ? Ronton:: Ivno f tho r,v.undy..i ^o , T n r,^r>,i^^ 

y-o-, ,, ; • f.v- d v ;oth of Sii-.UfUs *„ that he wan a ,-?h -.-!;. d?,-t'v-.-. • awny 

A ' n " > • ' - : htstffO) 

from the oarfy whon a hand .. ; Aneyahoeo r^t.tn : 1 "' a ' : '. hiv, ^m nl th^ 
r nrty nxcayed * vyntnrri ty t"-- ■ " •■' thr yrnly oo^ yonny Eeldyy 

as noon as he Tenoned of the death of Hill!?, aUhor-h on .?:corv.sm vn 
th, : party, act the v p.rly t.oyeth.eo an^ as they aerv ; ^'noh prepared 
to moot tho Tiv'tann, An n-ou n; th<> Irdirv. 1 -f+ , h foct ; the 
■ ir , r ,p, to the r-eareot. unitary wod^ wh.ich wan at port. Co]l:lnn:o; T 
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; o.p.-' 1 ni-^.vonno loo-ted nivl r a rur'Ci ':••■■: u;-i w'.t.li J 'h.p ; 



: a 1-hi-. . T cioiociPd th-.jmi'na that Ch^yonnr ru 
t>',' ri- ^ us,": "t- t'''.o f"'?-;,yt ''"3^^' of fin ^cint..?. ini. 1 » n-sno vcl Au^ur 1 



'i."l"Ui'i'\ b 



nh^^nt' 1 ! 5 -no 1 " lb a ^11 -jt,? 



■about ■• ' one aiid or:' 3 -111 ax ir.i 

, r;(1 ., p > 1PU t r-or ; rtr-port r imi -i p adrliti'.vi x o the lorvi 



b?'=ct^d 



;v1t;- f.1'1 OH i* 1 " 1 ') t 



on i o 'i 1? j to n "i 



^ -^ ^ "1 -3- 



]-j ^ rj,,r |-|.^ ;-. 



V"' r T']i" r M 1 ,"i"p fT' 



■r?o?flbno ro.0 n'nff^r'Iof; fron Incipiont nbr^b o: 

~o f.rav-* 1 1 '"■ o"?r bi° conrit vy on.^ oot into b.i n :lTor oltb,tribo ; v : e 

.. ^.,t .3 .,-<..,-) ,,„,,,, ln .-.,-• r , ,,, n -,^„ :; „ J. mi,.,. .•!.+ !-, ,, P T,,!,, . vo r . r-Tin-t, rb 

Gbovnrioo r?'ir] tho -^r.rtj;' ™ot -r. colob-^ t too o. f vhi.oh i.hor^: i^;; 
cmiio n. n ..r: v o ntteiicln.>:co o' r military, ooili"onb oro 1 noo^ptob oo5?o 
citizons oov-i Ti^iiooo, Thov-.: w^' t -0 o.-nyr-oi-o ' p Pa^noos dpoatd 
who T ,vc.a'o' 'i.; "."•<■■ t.?T tin- the lino o'^'pe^ h^i'r , ixi ^rbli tioi^. i o -.y.w o + h; 

1 Pool ". r 0, '"TJ '"]'"■• O v"r>v vlC 1 ''" 1 -!!'' O'Op (";!"> T , 0T |V ' ■' ^-t •"' 



n_ ^ -,-i ,-^t-t 



\ 



T. rOf'OL:. 0. 

Sivriech i" o *'"o;'o-t;--" I t'"o u£ tho ri ay . 

D-\ . T n\v p: 13o7 ° '?.VQ-<, : 'il1'"' ou.t. iblt fbo" ; ' IT t ob> wIltfiH. W45 yolil- 
j. _ s .j.^ r , Kf> hro'l o-O',! "-i]=s 1 o v:ort:, coiue ib'"ri t'lr^ny 1, 'boo ^ii^yovu'io 
Pass and olon- th- t.r.ii at the booo of +7v 'i"o:h' rr : ni„>, b-ot. as 
the" 5 - 7 car- :*n oi^ht o- p ono o,o^p ) a band of 3;ow-X In^ i n.ua o^^'i-n; otv 
p f,i 10 hi 1 . Id, o'Ltoot'od tho ti\ai' n and I'll 
r.3ii ooi'' 1 .-"''of oo.'/o 7 ^ with a. nov-l of tho .-'toe 



f 1^ l^f! : ^ ,^ O f T*| ^ j "p 
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noddled and yet softer th QTT1 .» Tho roct cf the i rain "sr^-;^:",, ?h. '~o 
'. ■■!■•' a i" e- "-0"" " • :I t 1. ™ ■ 1. he~-e ao^o hiiolcd or- the tor;-: ei-o of Cheyenne 
and ivor? tin; fleet inhehitante of that, oify, 

. Ihjo holonesc of the Indians, niyht in the fooo of the 1 roor-s 
en.0P. ,1v ee;l oil around there j rede a rreai i-Tir-r^e eion neon He no re I 
Paodioe end other::- of the Arnron They nopreeiatad ho 1 ." inpe,.oiVo 
It nee to hi 1 id d e re 11 road in en Indie n country "d tt^'it h^vlnr.: f r-f 1 
pro* ..eot.i en. 

dr, d, r. Hard, -lib distant- to lir„ ^eod jn Construct i on word, 
oteriod with n. train, v.- 3th provisions for -in yerty on the fleet 
Hills, Col, files feyir.orr, the Conor"! tine; ^.uy J r e e r v.i-i.e wee e--a~ r -iv~ 
trie; tho locetiort of the Fleet Hill'" etcrlo^ with the 1 " ee ■ they heel 
; ; one of tho ^.-ee-oniee el tt n Pev:n?e fconts es, their c*nnr'h ^eri 

<yj they reached e mint chert ton rcdl.ee e;eet. u f Cheyenne, the hwnoee 

diEco^onee this banc! of Sioux 'T"vhr. er: - : ■■"'ownin the "/alloy of ^rcw 
(] reG i,; n,-..-i they irnodiatoty lof'-- Herd and hie train end v.-ont e finer 
the Indians, "r -. Hun-ij, who ras an old ooldier, imffiepH of eiy corvee. lle>.l 
hie; frein mvi -of deady to defend it vnih hie toarcters, The PawnfiS 
fol.l-oPe-,.] the.ro : r flonv. "nf toot; several scalps ■ f^oee thoir end reec ntiu-'ed 
the stood which thin hen/- 1 hen tefen feorr the drain an-- 1 osone into 
earn-, in ee ; '"'': ploCj fnirdnuy fh • : r hen s oecsplisher e proof feat fed 
j rr^-r,:, then e very ehane reprimand for lenvieoy theie escort of 
the weyons and seine after these Indians; thai they should at leaet 
have 1 pf + n few , : f their ntnohor-to yind-eet f-h A tvain, hart ry fell: ' 
did ml dee- the' 1 " froin havxrry; e yr^et jell if lost ion eon" scalp ih-no, 

Mi-, flioheredenfe- ^-th e dot"! 1 hal yrne pot= finn oo sir 
veeilos weet of Cheyenne f the heyioniny oP the B^ on PC foot y-ado 
for the "tii^oa e of tehiny obs- - vvp.t ione an- 1 for feferrirdny in hie 



GVJo "drd ah one the 



hnsp r\-r +h" ri c it n t a i ru-. .jjeonieoeeed » I hsv"n 



-fUf +"ke<fasf. his? *f ™e ■mou.Hf-m'ns ,^a.s 

-et-v-.w a :iieenetiiori with hi"i that he had in vjeh ? fo \y\ -. oe-e n.yie!, nhene 
" "" ' A 

the coreeGneenent nf the heavy yneiee over the'- monnt aire 1-eyan , 

Xr. Pood, funeral fee/nuont are W:r. I?---^ri i . den, dyers anf others 
went east to their -n-r ee foor, an I hod oeierainen thp l.--cetien of on- 
terteinede et the ^-ast hare of the f certain? , While wo were here, 
rien^r?! ^rynr r"oeiverl a rlionateh fro T " nnn::n] ^'ueten in -hieh he said 
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■ r; + i , 7 , 1 .p n - ,-'h+.n , +vr- of hin ao^prioipc hi..- 1 vl-p ■>-!■,. v 1 J ;h" I'-i^i are V H"-- tain 
■•■ y ------- •- • \ '■ " 

San TV>f hu 'r^o res e:ith .1;:-- In Peru, Illinois In "oi ere oho "Uu uerve 
lu thr- Oolo'eafo troop.! 'under we '"fit; in ,?,oc-: n ad of ore of t-b >^ ^ovw^io.^;, 

ppp. yeroie ran- about CI 00 f f ief abooo thp Pre. a.erl eo^-a "iherj to, 
Jul-,' 3 It ?n.o aiu oof ratably col-*. Ever stoo:~- I Toft the 5 «u:;^irl 
fiver I hn. 1 uot suf fore;! any rlth tlr- Ir^t » In ihn niaepo of the day 

■ the run bii'orahnt at oilpht T vior-c- er< ovpr-icrt a ^ --'i-ept under tveu 
blnnPote, "Refer,- re left C!h:-yor.ne s the ;-^"i ; ; ^c^'i^neo-J! H-.-ehvov; 
there. Tb,---- pod !v-- r 1 •>" of tho !oe n tlor oof " 1 ' 1 ^;. : oero up fror r>-p^or> in 
tapp-pi irePh-ere „ T ferro die 'oily eot-one pnrf^ r to leyjn~ out th-> t n ^ 

onr! onlir;! en General. AuycuH? te protect Its limits ae the people who 
oa.pe i|n eo^'nereed puttie.;- no their- shmd.oi on "II pente, vf it, rt;.-n ami 
Aryan one-piled nit h aiy -rtehes anal In:pt th--"- off of the renorrn tiono 
rado for tho 1-'" j Irw-i r>n'"eaioo T noauree the people v/he rena flo-^'I^ 
there the I our le atrial 3 thin eri.nter oemed bo n.t thia p'no'^ J :I?, 1 ro 
rool.l : : m:=ely vei.-p. them rtfh the +>^cl:» del, d-yorem '"oe reorbl.03 
atea.iily on Kvan?? Mao oven the fjeeb Hi 1 In try in ,3, to pie 1 ' dlean:- 

In. It . 

0i\ July II', 1So7 ;J alert in- mty families anrt^r^n at ^I'.p-.-irir- for 

the oix^-pryo ■=> -. - f eel H in,;;, 1 t?re 

noiiojno^o ?;e,o In ;-■••= 3 mi ■: n a\ ,.._ ->--p, 

to he ont -pen tho 'vo-ob, fhtrtiaiy j ,~-ou11 do nee 
In Wn. oh inn too,, 



^ nf Cnsttwi* *W^ hU.)dhe Here 

,t this < 1 no. hxii. t fcl^ it nee ay n-ty 



00^ than I co i.i.l-l 



T 1 )f^V 

Tvi nritinp: on Jimv 20th, t onie.; 



"wo nr' ulinui-L tunny an-- .-•'■een-inn; the deblovlh; =-\Iiln v, - ^in 
^•nttin" ree'v foi- cor t -3 •;, ^et tow-rriT, Ranllns, ?\n.n, TVrTf en^ Fvanr 
ar^ oc.n^niTi . but 3o^oirr i ^. Ir : -no fo" niechlo! an-' tronhl^r only flnoo 



fa n il- « 



ope 



t ri 5 cf IvLiri at Pnl-ioje n Poos* Ho cnye he 1:- .707113 
bach with ^r" ■niio 1 n^-«srierfer f who Is a fnn pn"! + " ! c-r -:n . attotJo ele-^o 
to hie n-tles an>1 tolhero no on?. ' . ' 

n ■•■p.-.-oal A'i'-nr otrrts Haot tonooroo one trfiw/,. J. I- , Utoe'-neGn, 
,, rh0 ,,,„ vr i vrder'nis tnin^ tho winter of 1GI1 •-.'."! -3 ha^l oooman^ at Peentirr, 
Alnhamaj anr-Ineo on thn 20th wjih three ee'i'oaniee of Infenii^ to e,an-l- 
sor) "i,h e *noet e Thoie^ an- -o enany trains helonpinr te the rru treat 5 , t-a 
Tpl- fr« 3-^*5+ p,^-. an^ the ^1'' i ls.rv that an-'' ar-I^inp anti l -:-ol-'3 i^g ev^o-p lay 
-, V 1 ^ifh u n;o. Molina, no/torn? Ar^nr an^ OIneral ^'tephenaon and -them 
^ ro ., Trr ., t . l00 v s iihV'oie arny.tlio^, hirt there, ere no horro-e er^ronn.^ 
•"t; 'n^fhare wc, than, f^ner^ An^r -^ ^.7 efaff fl 1,1 P v^vthir 7 
thov cmilrl V-r. -a In l.o^.ns fh- noet an-! h- nae ee -rich rhosr -nt 
the comtn- +W h'=> eal-1-h- ehonieprinp hi-- fa-'Hy fo Ft. Rrs-rll i-he 
n°r.t- :in n "''' T ', " 

^p r , r ' tp'o- -nail f^p.-'e In, It hr-r^ht ro a letter frcm i ?F e oh inpton 
deted -T.-ly C J 'h,,I:on Oitn: Ar--o In re.Totj-or. to -^oop-ny ,ott— y in tho 



~64G 



TVajayti'iVi'ta at ^'p ahir-'-t.o.i bp foveas 



"lV;.u^ of tb~ fCth jf Paaa:- la -c^t':- t „• tha "at ■: lay _• ~ "y:i a 
i'i, ihr •"aft* "b:pi , I" 1 :''- '..en-' 1 of ]inri-p, fT inove pool, ia i-y th.o pa3 0:f "fail , 
1~: a-paiv.ul , T h r ". T a ?o-yi V'ilaou arc! hp hop ba.:a to fh - Paa no to ay of 
Woo nlyr t 1! pupf he P^ao that ire cannot nrpvont iva.rrp, or i^t-ho' 1 . wc 



oauna 



i ,.,^,-i ya 



p. n :r 'lioi" h ^ p. I ■ ? o 1 1 h a a o a 



p'oaoti -■'■: of Ityoyjj „ 



T.-i 



iiao tr< 



:hcuvf 



"hroiryhf fefp by Parannt laot TCproh, a r =ian of ,., aa>l boo not a: •"■'•*• aap~ 
•ap -via,] , T n-.a' 1 L aaaotfy ha.CF «:v-re th- Mo:'!: io r hat ir.+ aaoi to foa-'l 
nut o'-oui it. l,h!. a Fa~f „ Thia matter o^ ;--iHf i o T l t:o, T to b^ p. 
voay iapoiaoapl it-Ti tai+.h flip n^verrunor.-f , q n ,i v;o ^aa* jot fipy+ca; la 
iTiPOj'iit oo^-- mr; lo.attoar! to this ri^t i'pr ■••>clnri vol y ao !idv a ''aa — aa 

.-CriO^r frv it. 

w c a. t + h o "h>-<o^j for I 1 ":'" 1 aoapaf ■f'oi^ v '•'■amp ■"'' '"'aaaafpaa o'hipb 
rill be very ii-^-fn.l j.;- thai" fi.no.noer. T fp^ --athpr- :ir^o; ah :oi t l i->o 
T ; > L -ijn^ -■ f i rf ■" cvl poop ravi oa afra.'O' ih-if y :ni t^ii -k^ t o-' p^aoy la 3 ""a 
u 01 ,r rorl- but ho or; y.-.ji v-i 1 ] n ." t „ I aaal ho so-: the aoo,- 3 ye o^on ■» 
Ihr clour. IpI i: c ', ""'i p ytaoo ay. t^i? y^'', an 1 1 C yov hp^e. no loollaa 
tro-nhi ps f I Pupyopo " ! " 1! i " ' " 1 "h- so-, 

I soo hv the nop'?T" : ' yea have ha." 1 n - nether cv^r-ffy: of I'he "ioonnyi 
yi„; ynv oyopo T saj the' 1 ", gnri it has war.hp.ri noey the Ioa? f. ". bP::i: 
...t.i]] ae.ee, v.'h-'oh -in. pi-y-a Hie .iiffioulfy h\ a "' o" h"-:i ",^p ,. 

ffpp fbo 0:v-i i, ; , . r i'"'n't o.-.^rir, Binp.er fouo.P the Rooty "foMnt^fi hp,Po ? 
p.>\."i if ;w, -vhorp r^roo ,!/'■ i 



V r o a: 



i-jnr^iy. aFful h^t. -"-oppfbo '.'' h.P^o ni-fl h.P"' r i-. p r>r.= f 4 "y. Py]l h 



ao tblF 



M -,2 iio^o p'li"' ! '"' J • <^oi: ' pP"'py nr.'l fp h-rpo t-o 
o-. ,Ti ( V V')fn„ T iyo-'iv^i t.h?. frllorio^ l^t 1 -- f'-oiv o 2 o 



o 1 .] 



o,, *.ho p.^ c \: Hot 



i - 



"I o-M.::^'~I-:.'I ""y o:Polpratiom;» a' I ca:^e up t?'.nv, of '-.h.o r-oxmiry 
] p, i , 1 i, 1 ~ tho^'-p l^y ai r^v-b the ISpv -'arp nr.i tho f rilmf p.r-ip,; u" 
p r - )W r;o P ir "M-ia.- t? fb Q nor !:b w ar'''l a p it, 

mi,., p^of .l!?-.ops ; 3iop i cl -"."'op.l -.f no^'.io f.^, thi-'-iiHi v r h'."h a 
j^: ir —nv ]-,.-, i«ti.- hit' r -.bora reir'rr;' 3 aFOTinrl + bo : at^if o"t i-y;; ;-oia' L p 

^f .. PfTP ;i .-Nrc»pi-.-- faalher ur, onpootl- :tpti:n? ^ r - to 57^, 
or ,o i Hyop, win affLoal a feaPiblo t-ute onto lb- rP]p ? ay i^t^h 
w, \-.- f i o',] thr ot.bno pot i.i colony with H-oa , '\aoya -r.^ .itaf,', 
0p i \' ; W. •'.■•• '*" t.ii- vfl-y T tbiab. T pp- +ho ^Jfe -ni-T ...-. t^o ^oia.h 
^ i„, , „"'i.,X r i. .- f naoiir nwe 1 ' Fhaae ?;-- croppo.t it >j-- f^t fp", br s t. I 
^^r^'p r^st-bol 'po t.o fb- a.int -Ifw fb- valLoy "fo^a p.vpv: n^ e -b. 
*Ct pT< -roMtra t pr- oatisflM tha+. it v UJ h-=> "^th evr\r.1iir "p .v^r,- 
' r ",.\- 1r .^.„-. i^^rrv vni« ]]-- ^aot of "v.of nyppir Valley p- fn^ a; 
^"' t!v ,^;, ]n t *o Whloli y-a c.-.tl^ 'ny o tt-at i - . w^— T ao -. ..-+ -ifa r,y 

■ lin ° 'j f y,,,,'- ",,.. nr+ir ,, 1r PtC , t1f r:af with the "line that oatp-a- fb- 
„ 1lP1 . o^nr -if".ro fo7 C y ol -. r C Da;y fha va]Xoy ay ahtch the ypp-paot 
; nir ., y-, .-.f "c-ir^a -H"! yaw or-alf ppb a 

~,r p v -,-, / v y rilYnP -. '* r si-rio^P T° r ': r 'P aptb.op aypp-'^aoav- 



1 it" o 



•.-;.-! t> . 



io'i^v abaat pi a "'tipo -apt ^f h^r-. 



I o^o^ a fin": a-r.or+ 



to abac 1 ! 



t r y T 



a t a^n-.-o a -■ I F.aan. t^^P 1 ^i'Tf, 

uf t 1 " pffpia.-'ly. tblP o- y oPtaa:fy to cao Aiyyp-, 
,,-p tt,-,i: fop pa 1 " I.i pa" 1 '"ia-p » 



i a a 1 



i- -,,,., „••• i o p,.,,, ^ n -T„ a r ,-,-i- i^o 



f,hr -iv'-att a^f '"i?l 



bo ''"p>f-. hci'a ■'"• a r1 ay p. a, le ?>^atr 



ai-^n a- 



-•too a a t 



aa::a-> an Taoofay 



obont her a a T7r ' l '" ab:*ph, th? I-'.'p! 
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t i,-, V a ■— n • ,-oo V'ao-" a . .... .. ,-,-,- 

^ ;r , n . VifS , v r ,, tfyi.ioy ov^ainf to loo!; at th.a , 

T paroaaaorl r, j , <Po : aaoa.rU ] .-Iter a: f^.lo^a 

-i « * „ ,, -r T-O r ia+l"i --. ->.-< -\tOiipn -1 I ;■: n> fl^iy.p 

»T «m -ir lyr-af c" your lpf..ea of > T a^?« l-tn . . «■ o- .i..l, . w 

, ., tHri -i , !'op i a-o yrp« yipob Hill". i: , Pa-^> • "-• l- • ■ 

111 "'"" ,,-',„ f ^'„ 'thrst tba obp-'"-op bo aa-l- Jh the yaaaaf D 

■'' ' "'»,-. '. nn ,.t <- 'r-T i ho ti^or-'h boao wifa5.a "'a "P"'a pari 

.p-f^i .•.r.'.rai to ran -apb li.-o- po yn v>:ri^^ hf?-+ . 
~ ' ^ V - -■» -.-. •' o > --' -' • i - + h - ^aa'.io'i . ' A "" , ^* f 7 "^ ^ ° - 1 r p t 



|,y> o rMo.owall'p ^n •■f. y v 
7 a p^r t ha a a ■* yo'> 
A jt-'v: ^r??-T* ■'-'! | '..a a; 



..' JlsisMJUsf^ s-?t (ftz^fe b 1 } 'A 

The whole party had seen Seymour's disposition to critise 
everything and his intention to make trouble for me and Genl . 
: Rawlins. and others had spoken to me about it and on July 2, ±B&w 
1 wrote Sidney Dillon this letter; : 

Dear Dillon*. - 

Trouble never conies singly- -have but just 
gotten Fills work straightened out. and now poor Brown, the best and 
most promising of ail and my reliance for work west, is killed, and I 
oust push out to his party.- I am ■ suffering everything but death 
from my rides-- how long I can stand it G-od only knows --add to this the 
fact that 1 have got nothing but grief along with me and you oan imagine 
my humor . 

Your mill men will have to go on to branches of Crow Creek 
and near the summit for timber; they will find plenty there for 
their mill until next year. ■ 

Indians on the plains have been very bad for two weeks; 
they hsve been attacking everything and, everybody. 

Gen. Rawlins .has been of great aid to me; I believe he 
takes more interest in the road than Seymour, wi..o seems not to care 

a damn whether 'the Indians get the.; r pad or not so. .long.. as; he can ... - 

play gentleman and have a big company to. foot his bills. He will 
be my everlasting bitter enemy for -I have taken occasion to give 
him some pretty strong licks at his actions.; he cares about as much 
for our interests as we do for Japan and will sell any or all of us 
if he can better Seymour. He has ; some good ideas about engineering 
but. the devil of it, is no one knows when to trust him. He intends 
to come back with Blickensderfer and stay around the Black Hills; 
will do what he can to change lines and cause delay-and you must 
all be careful about what you alio?/ him to do --better hear from : me 
on changes before you make any, as ■ he would not hesitate to delay 
you if it suited his purpose. 

I only caution you because I never knew the man before and 
if you know him, all right. ' It would, not be necessary for me to 
caution you. 

Sick as I am, I believe I : shall get through to Salt Lake if 
Indians do not dill off all my party. It takes the nerve out of them 
losing so many. • . . • 

I want two good engineers \ to replace Brown and 'Hill--men 
of experience and ability. The whole thing --Is now on the shoulders 
of Evans and myself. Seymour would not take a party if the road 
had to stop-~told me yesterday that he did not think it policy to 
push parties out during Indian troubles; said there would be plenty 
of time next year, wnen tne fact is every cut must be worked this 
winter and the light work all done ■ for forty miles west of here this 
fall. 

I telegraphed you ana Ames about Black Kills but got no reply." 
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J 'in'lj tri-n uvni' t c . K.c „ tieno-roll an oh. irntyoet 1. eye ee ^r-i 1 r!o.. "" I-.r-,': 

"* O p;;";-l'7 ]-| j/r , A four 3.v I f^iJT.h ! "e* vionl- l-« - -, -, 4 J will aC^OT'OP.nv 

von over t 1 ")? 7 i"'"" 3 v an r "! ye re' 1 ! 1 tahe Teihh re "v." » Fye""e "vh-e f .-> ^ -f ,-> i 

+ h " 1 ire , and ">->n„ '' ;, """wel] s vh " to J ' o yyy'e the chn~!~p^. ay- 1 v:-i: "rey 

•'•;" ;": 7 1 . I h- hi"", e the TPUP-7, VOW iO--r \jf t h e , ~: n , 1, f e " • , " 

Thi? oeeet. iy^ e ,f ], u n'i{icn o^-ar th-^ ^^c 1 " Hi'Me n^ca^e a hyrr.lop- 

O'.: 9 ""': .' ny, bet 'TO rn O v ;] . "p?ToiTr % Tfy> , Fvenm , Of'.:,-'? 1 ' p ey;7 +1""= ,->.- -n'-.;v>.-r , 

an-1 till he treat;-:! late.; 1 or: in •-;-,•-. enb ioni a Jx-nr f^/V/oM /ertte*'. 7^1/*?, '^- 

j ,-,•-> ififi,-"! -f-,]-io tor'i f heyeneo afto 1 " + ho Oh.o""=T"e feihr> o' Ty-fi r.e ~ „ 
Uj ;'eli<"y 1700 to weVa the oniyee a]'~-rr the Union '"hyifie Pa 17 ^y-e ■'" to 
n.~o'f yy.ato H^rr lo::e?i!ry o r the trohoo wli j o^onei or"! the ";-•"•. i.-f ry oy-o 
os I crrrc' JV ' thi- +0 >e an, fry o'-ieu't poi.rt re the T>ier P-- .:;'.■;- i •••. 
Pe 1 1 i-ye ? , T ..ieleotee the o,er-. of one o r """h" eee': ir -. - -,-fqvtf tTyi.be;'! '\T 

T.'^ill^ry; yy; i.ho "Oet""0 

0:.i Tul,y ic: ~ 1 OCT . I wn+e Mr. fr'llon, ^hy: wae ee 1 x ho V^ :e V.e 
coenff. L"l re 'in ch.y"5"0 -;y p the rcrlc ao folloey," in. rd.lat. ion to the yen/tit 
G -p + h e fiupv.TV thai leere hej.e'v oy-e-fy ,vi the pew line "iiyoh T he 7 -vyy- 



■ "' (UeypnytP. 

"71-; « ii;,;."-; n TT i 7 1 y r"i +■ 'ne hDe^c thveo iver" ;•■ „ "".'!'> I -y?l h^ " " .. 
I fy.yy.'"! t.lie "Mn^ fo 1 " 1 c r ' "ei.las eec; 4 : vn y not locetei - ' 1 , so T 1 ■-. y'- t.^e 
pnrt.vyi an.-7 wept iyybe •" f n.i.rhl- anr' r!ay an^ ry 4 it in. The ]-'i,t ,;;o 
•V i 7 ,-. -- i; e +hr fifth hyir.' : ' l 'e'"'! i e v°"i* 7 i. -ht ^ hn' the 1 R milee in + hp 
sixth '"iry-'lree east of the ,! e i?, heav, e.n -i 'on want 'te pni „n: 
oh,et wr-y- three huvVn.'! '''-en irr.n.-' 1 iv.t': , 1 •■■' . T ;:;ny thet yon n . "• y^'rhe 
,,-, ? .^ n hra.lyeee a^^it i,,; ne 1 T n'-n if -e-r yee^t. to lc°°p e"" + ;:> f + he i»nv --f the 
trnch th:ie yr^'-y en 1 ri,"""- rv.t for + -1i all y^ 1 '" enp;ey;;; e.e^ e^t +ho 
"!ir^t. yor 1 "' '"y,.*! 1 :" te J,ere r -"i-^ River, arr" 1 it". + h° ^'irit^r the henv T " e-"";: 
tourer, .^t.. 

The 7 lire I telly? 7 .to run ^hort , V7ei'-t ef Ie„ ryy'.e e'v^o , 4 e we^hiiTT; 
ert all rJT'Ht, "be"'' '"hrey "rt the hen ^'7* wer> an- 1 erei.Iee ov > " Pottle- 
"":i?7-? Pn.y-' a 

„,,,, 1r I llPV . -.w h.--'it.h s 1 "'•ill "1^^ :r..n n "■'•u' 1 ^'-rt 'yr '-i +h 
-,',th?y- ;ye-e 5j0" O v ^0 ft, -ratfe/; T : -r e^r- : v - ri 1 leee ,-7j •■» n^', 

y v^ti, • - ^ r, • vr -s-t.-. e-ioy rj^V'nr; hnt cr.rip7ei.v- of rr.-r"!- li-.e, Ma':: 
yf or-. en n-e.l wart;-; te tv~ wqfy^e^ o 1 " , I 1 ' 1 ^"" r e. e^ felJ"h In 



.e 



+ 7- ;liV 



• ! i.;; ^' v , jier-r.t » F n •"7-.: ^a 

-> :0o ri "c^fu'ye . H ; . 1;= f:!e 1 c f •"n^ 1 t ? c^itici ye + he 

?ir. fee^ae are ' ir >7r to "n , he 5e r.u;:e . ' ^'r » '"^ii;'' 

I , v -;--:-.n <7,f--o '" to aeereveny !!«■„ Bu of-yo.yT-rf -" ■ t .: n .:;>-v-.r --:^ -^ 



r.CVeyht ^her.t th"" C'y't 1 T t e .yiyr;- n 

P et.h'^yy ,- hrt 



; e- :u t-i!y!;. 7 v ih-- Of-Tioe " :"' Pouar'C e- 1 ; 



t , , . i' . 



i ^ : yj., h , :r , ■; f^r , : y T ,r, —;r t T 



7-m'. h-.v r' {i i e ■'+ eno .lore o !"" h.l;. 
hn,') t..\ :-y-i«"i Yn;e Ti'U'er r,y l ,h him; vrae tr-o ivi^y te ny? i-y-r-i f „ I y-- v 

"+o^ heiy, "iyf.lt e : ~.,r-: ; T : •"«■• - '^7: '..-.' "e-is as 

t'^le: e-,0 -; e f"> •' ?f 1 



of rati ere-- 1 eel prehehff 

hiroi h: ^'crlh not to lyhe r-.^^n yjrno 



.a 1 /, c y, eo" 



.] f!-,pir isriff. 



,,,- ,.1,,,.,y.+ o 






no Mo :ytee s TnU 1 ' q :v. t cava; y-e-yyfe-y- e^oiie rotteeo SJ - n^, e-i-ey 
him e o+nv-ein- /joho „ 

T ohre-Tryneh ra -t Prer h-ro t-V r e- c: f ; A ^ 7-flyy ..^' yr- er- r 
, :1 1V1 nhrvr;i\ ^"'.rye-nt IS rattier v, - e -.-._•. ,. rri I '-v:,, 8f:,.-y 



.-> ! ■„ ,t. 



17,1 



+ ,-. y,.--!-^ +.r the e-oo'., eh:'.-*.'"- in,, ahert feoo ny' 7 e , 

"'" ' sn-y/he^-* e"! , The ^ waiite- 1 te pr.t the 00-"' vr.^.-f of h i " i r-;- i 



lTl ., +y-„ c y 

but T feot^yyei f^ee 1 h-ere, Pviuy 



^loeh: er j._, ' ;-r 



to eet.170. 



T ",t h ol': e-~.^cs t^.Rowv -r a^yo^f o.e -y.- M i+ 'hieh I ryi the'e t- 
"m-^,',' ,,.-, r,M f> ai r , nj.,3 p f .,-.,-i t.e o-:-! i-y.-. oie+ioeaf hnehe vho eee 
SpVi-;;:- 'fe v U > , ;n^:' VInuaL ^- ^OO,-.-,-.- '- + :.r cor tey ? n -.^ it e : 



mi » - 



1'!./ dor;n hy wori; , 

3p,-="l.;r, Avo^o -pi o t >^] c-rr-p.p^ Snyder to c::nt ^ooi for 10,000 nor. 13 - 
{■ f woo'' c!ol :".vp:oo;1 oP.. c ;t of O'opr'ieh^nl ' o oni : - o"l so for ^1] t"h- wou" 1 fcf" 
cop pot e.i P:no Dlnf-^, 1! hnvo oot to flepeopl 'upon tr.epo tv;r rv int? v 
fox- our winter 3irpr>1^ f coo 1 it rount be gotten oni Tv^or-' ^i^to'% an 
iho pppiv lsi:/< wlnt^v- vas pq dean tKot w- ooul'i not, <*e.l ic, it- t ir-tr r„ 
w;.-' •!"--■] i jr C + re i-or] ipr? toon 30 *p;Pop, B.od I do root put, onioh forth 
n" Tvoroo- R^onct. ptoIpsp -"01?. to wllliop to fprnioh the ^ii''"p', 

t w.^-if ■;• o hoov hop yoT to rot, tin;; aloo f "op-pcIoU y. T "ritp 
w.- at It: ot frftyep a-o 1 v ooo po pes to:!, 

th-i,, r-ori, to-"° i c ' r?a.iy for oponlrio „ I 2 p ' iv; ' p ' 1 --^ ^ c no ^ fV -' : ^° 
^i tr .-l n- l( *"ho 3f. s + Mr.l.r..-? off tho worio Opt pnso'-o t? worV. on toe for 
-vr 1 ,-i r, v , q ~ ,-. ■p" , Pior' HIIjp, T- oil*" f>o Oc+r<fT Iroforo yon ret apy cloeioio' 
-r-^'oii-I-ooofppfor, T fhiof it prill ho ^Wyhi„" 
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eomy y u + h~.f it, ijumraO prpenut.ion'>, whieh it i; ;ho\l^ hoy" Hone, 



-|f V,t, 'vou 7 f? , hot hefo4 boo a v\i thrift atfo' 1 respite frrri tbp' r>r>hvli ,ai> 
\^> I ' 1 '. ! - '" I ' ; . • S . .'•/''" b 

v be. oho. Vatf ale wily 1 b:\tTirfe elf ^ilr" ofirl orejo-::' 1 ifee •he-yeye/ 1 arfv^i gil T". 



6 ulT 



#oA "Y/ 



\j 



too^ifb a rle>*<70 nf carol od'fneoo He'lob oof-O^e ni*v*'^+, \ ree.xa'bodKle »j 

Cu July 17, Iff", I wjrod Jesoe L. ™:lllieoe-: N o^erninerf 
nirjctor that i o oriel obtain a Tins fro"" t"he arm 1 *" it -f the flood 

T-J-TVlv, + .-, »}ip T,,-, '_•>•-, rn^p P"!ai 00 W'/'h Or n,0 ^Oot "-T''^ ,:r 1 "'■TTT'T' rraa <i a and 

obtain a ^rado of ?of$btr wth ■ ror Cvoiv' ("beech to 'the su^^-; f at p. eoat 
oo f + o ar«ae.1!f200,000. 

T lol't fb-y.'vn! 1 ^ ""* r ' the nor'rJn; 1 ; of fbp f!e^ follorine the l<rr~ 
eeted ] iao a 1 " 1 fbe way tin. to H-ranite fresh who re the :'^'t''';ie'".: , o:'i ( ' 
and orarite ^nobe c n1T1 e together and fro'i there or. Ira e yd ry the divide 
to the Evan;; Fobs; a]; 'Tit. eoo-hnlf way up this riso, wo ran bo!- a a 
lerya drcnoe of antelope w - lc oeeroei to bo tboreiryhly fright enae at 
the lerre body of trooa ~ foil oval, no on* and instead of roioii^y away 
P rorr , v ^ they starter? towards re„ ■ T coir 'oirr- danyo-p and terocd to 
bho trocra and tad >~i eyeyy/oreo tbooe oof to nheot at them red the 
nan were oo roof to eboyioy ardors- + hal o.o darht they navad n c ' 
frorc botr.^ wo^redod , Tbo antalapo ■"-r.oi. rlobt, a^oiv'" r? so that the 
ran oorld ne.arly r^rt tboir hnr.de or theo. If -'oo tbo o;oot th.-r- 
i\T$ -r-i~i'\ - fr j. '"?h t a n a d ^o^y of w* t .^ ■•■a , v , . : . I ^ "o-r oao ! a - a-" ? I, was fb>- 
;i.;,-i aov: ;r-ii f'lJro;: ~1 oht to: tbo aarty. I b-f oooo antoioye eo 
fai.rhta^'.ad tbaf fh?y old rut bnev; rbef. +.-■ On , brt I Tiev^r oan r then 
run :ir.fo toxrb wny-n:^ etc, Thovo root boora ''-eo' one hnrdra"' nf 
fboo, A.o sooo ao thrv bof ,oot t*n avay fi-cp us, I let tbo t«r:> 
bra-^fero , Sol. Hoe arO Jaob A dam .2 oo ott and yot t?'o or fbro^ of fboo 
f'"' r orr ; " e ." ! "• , • 

T t;::u1dOi1 tbo an : "T"!t broro fboo a? Evar;o Paso,, hop Ioosp no 
SborinBn'o Pooa ? where a mo anient boa "boo-, erected to Oliver ard 
Cabas Area, about roor, Tbo.o Borertt of flGO f-ot blob . It i ;= bo 
.own cov : odry ard we reached and' eroeead It without very ntnh rerb, 
Fc .,.,;;,,..;/-./' , v - :•,;.. p r> 1. e froeb, tbo ^roaf o1~otaole or t Vi e lino, goiny 
to tha fool ' hi tbo Laoeo'-e Plains, "'hnro wa rannef for tbo r»iyht. 
fe'Oe Creel: :• o a boartifrl of"oeo,- TN-- be.yevfara all art fio^ieoy f^r 
trort and hron^ht a la re:e rumeer in. Thav<-r wao only eoo way ^a 
orooo tb,j r vailay and that wn." by a hi eh +rosslo br.'daa oof 1(: 1400 
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foot l-np aod 125- feet h ppb bu+r I had hoi tha country ' oxarihad fe r 
td-bor and boor tha 1 if i-ae within rensomM.o -on C h so ? hit eve-- 
thin : could be potte- in that county exc- P t the r.1.ri.w-^r?. T 
arent sacral days loofinp ovor ihie Tine fro,- the om"o|t rionr, to 
the Inre-nio plains, tabipp e?*ry view reeeibl^ f It, There waa no 
posrtlfja way of morcon-iny this Civile ereept by taking tho h^nyv 
rorb at. Dale H r ooi or alee by loop twwl^ which u was bnpoeM.Me J 

for no 1v; hoild or account of tho tf.->2ay if wonl..i cnue- -n tho vorb. s 

I therefore rr>oda r\v decirlor to . adort tho Fernn'o "Uno from t h ,-. ^ 

sun-vit into the nfiara on a -90 foot f^nd?., which would loo an ear-' V, 

line to operate benauee if was free fror cv^vp.lvre , e r 



Ws roochotl. Fort rfardere, a rillfabv ooaf .ohmf: 



V 



i 



cvp ni To 

:U?fenee fro- fine town of I.ara-ie,, which T hri | Wa f4 hnl%t ^■■ ii - 
h ;■■■•• hoon the head.-- euort era of tho ar'~inenrr! drains tho wjroo^ n P <i 

4 , * " jTk. 

fhoy.Iira.-i built fine tw -otory i £ buildinp , Hoi* M.Uuov mho com.. 
random the post hod hnilt fine lop bn?r'irp, with o capo city of one 
repieenl and Honorel John. A., Gibbons hod hie hoed .-quort ore hone and. 
was in eoHieaod of* tho country ^est* Hie-- family w^re here, Thio woo 
r ,. ; f>i r v.|, epr^tiap with General Gib lion and I rernoiobore whet Or-erod 
Grant h' ; f written ino abort him. He waa a soleridid eoldler and in. 
the Oivi! - ,; "or ee<ennnded the celebrate^ Iron brigade, a division 
and a eorno and ho proofed no with pnoat cordiality, i had writ tan 
him lotferoiollirp freely -Ty o]aas and instructed oil 

rny erpii-r-ers tn consult him on eve^yitiinp ao tho.f he wae in. .full 
no cord with in,? on* very friendly, I told lain tho whole ~tory of 
on,r wofk, nv.v d if f ionlf io5 ? our diasanaiona and oi^eryth.iooo; ?n that 
be con]d hava o thorough hncv.d a-ilgo ; "as I 1\r;.ew ho was a soldier that 
won.!" 1 aive away no ponrefs to onp/onp and a.^'had hi^n to acccap'r ny^e 
^'est io tha North Plotto whor ,ra the T!uver.n"iorit wan thiohirppof 
locaMny ar.afho'a military poot. a-oo^ral Gibbor accented thir 

imitation,, • •, 

r-o ;1 ' frow^Soarf j that on - 
tha 2"rd of laly Bx ; omi had boor attached, by 3. -ooi^ of Tadiao ; a i->n 
what was brown as tho Red Desert and affor fj potior: all tho aftar-- 
nooii, Browr had. bo<^r wound. ad in the abdciii-^n, bad boon falcon to the 
otopo otofirn whara ho died* Thio put another party out of r'.o^.i aoi :-o , 



while 1 was haro, I received word fi . 



n 
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Wr. Per?- T. Prom was one of the beifyhiosl of our yoimr erodoroo- s 4 
X hod. yiver hi in e ^I^sion extend any fwom the Worth finite to the 

reen Piw^„ >vlte-h -n-no ;;o ■},.,. d the yertr, after + hr death of 
Stephen Clark, he eharied ^eof for the divide- of the continent . H o 
foi.;or it an onen pioin eictendinp S n" fl 150 rilee, y, -. arvi p t w ar ^ 
70 mj:i; — ^* ^-1 TF '* The -^iry Mounts In o had f70Tn an .u,^-f.,. P _ r 
/ 1?0 ° foe - drorp^ drone 6000 feet into an own plain a-d ho f onn -i 
py| •^ ^ivldo oT the oonfir.rii to reolly b- a yreat basin core •SQO fr. s t 
Wey th?r, th? peroral loV-t of the country, in rooonnciierio- this 
• eovnt/'p/j Phuaoi expected to find a slrecm lendiier fr i?. hio fjrot 
, Rrrnnif to thu waters of the _ Pacific /Ircrutny into thie basin and in 
\^ explo-riny it near its southern rirp, he atrrrelf 300 Sioux Indians 

who were on the war path. Ho hop with hi^ -Fight men of hio e^ort 
and. he i'^er! lately took "-ooreooion of an el e to f ion i r . tho bee in and 
there frr.rn ip » C ] 0C r until nearly dart, fought off those Indices. 
Just beforo Parle a shot from ono of the Indians, hit. Rroroo In tho 
abdonero,,. Ho hoyyed the rr, on to leave birr and oave the-i-elver hut tho 
soldiers refused to do so. They hod to •-*ive nr th n ir honp.es and 
as soon as tho Infiono obtained those, tbop fed. The eriyhf eoldjers 
mode a litter of + he;iu> carbines,, and the' 7 packed Prcrn tMofonr -jles 
South through the tall oapo brush to La Oleolo 8taye station, thinhinp 

they could ?rv? tuny p-nt he died oooo after roaohin™ th-- station, 

I hod received no roply to "ay dispetch in th o ooiinan 1 " on ' he 
lino ovov tho Pie eh Hills so I Lei "•05-aoh.sd to Pldro-o Pi 11 on on !yhp 
24th of Jrlv , nap J o,p 1 " %>t S**J<efS. 

"I o'onf answer to ry dispatch to company ahont o harry?, of live? 1 
and fir ads over Ph'iot HiHln, I 'met nnsh '"hast. Tho Indian,"! hold 
the country from pone to (Troon Riven and i.ml°so I eyf out there, wo 
will foil in all our plans for 1808. Bream- chief of party west of 
here killed yeefevdny' after fiyhtiny end looiny hie ef^ek'l" 

Hpon Kr. billon's roceiviny fhue diopatchj. Mr. A. 1T, 03 oimt rre 

the f o-i 1 owl np d i s pat, eh : _. yj 0r fk J ^ s f oyi . 

"?/(;• uoc^ivod " T oar t.olepi , o! n savin-'r fop cori'T Trpl r a an 80 feet rprade 

- ' et ;! '200j n 00 extra coot, and telepp^opheo 1 ycu that the erode of the 

charter (11 00 foot, v 'or.ld an rare m Fo did not have o, erf fieri onf data to 

he able to ^eclrte the question. 

The r!, reo.t desire of the country f~ o "'arid completion of thfjO 

read and we do not rich to delay the nor]- by any very heevy cuta, when 

wo can do thin o f orh aft.u- tho rood pp-dre in operation,, When we are 

jamnnna the r-ord we con reduc.o, ara^c hat to yet, it runninp wo will 

na.ke tho p:rodeo in ell placef, 'if it wiPl oioro ro-.eidlp co^olefe the 

work-, at the ^axi'ruu p-radee, allovoed bjr the charter, 

Du rant • arid hie friends are endeavor ir.p t.o inrnro,"ori and onr 
etandino loefo^o the conntry by call in- no s'ler. T"d nt - inolp to-U? 



i 

be liable to that cheT^e by attempt in 0, to reduce oradee to delay the 
wo ph. Lei everything he. probed ahead a? f-st as •■>os ;:, ih] o . " 



,v 



I^e Ho^pmvy did rot. seem to apnreeioip the yraaf advanlaye 
rodueiry r w yonder "from 11 C to 00 fort, 

I pipn received a letter hera from •f-o-, Peybe-p who wao in t "'pp1i- 
?"pyfon l-win?"'.^ sft-r the railroad;. 5 aeohopty for the Ocvornrr'ent . He 

"T e' 11 oiretl "•"" ! ~ueh al 1 mv t, -'^p down, pep - , 1 o o ' ' j. o ,r " ? f ' ev r.ri' e.*-,*' i-.;i_ 
,v, ent eceernto. Col. Biloe has been relieved and. Co 1 . O^iily ie ir, hie 
place and a pir^'h "::i"e e.ffic eat. officer ho rpl"6!?. T pp-s^po y , " , i »' Cop. 
'Woo'ie aheert on. leave and n~o . PurlTO" in charge.. .Sucoecled in clooio.o 
pp thot. lot o; n aec^ 1v otp y C m left tho T r "o^e time ayo in^t ten. dayo a^o, 
and pnw have to r-tay hero al^oet all tho time to ;n.if thinye ahead." 

Wp w-.-^e. v^t" peroioteni in yet.finn; payment fro* T ' the Go vernier t 

on our wort: ;~o ao to heln out in the operating eypeoeee of t,hn road 

beiry rim hy the company. While r?t, Bandore, J learned of 'a hand of 

Siorx out on the pleir.s end th^eppy Genera! Berlins T yot ne^^i^^i^n 

to oopd my e" ,, -ort out to toy + o catch tho'"- and whir th^m. tv y roade 

a ion"" opoirt b'ut ■ truck no Indiana. Jifi S^n^evS, 

Tn writ in" home I pppbe of th« death of Brown? so younpy. ," o ehle, 
to fall riyht a n " - had whipped the do v. if p. and the only or.e ^ f • on r ' hop 
hurt in the f Icfkdf, It Far; a groat loee to me and r ?--o on wryy 'to 
replace him. ; l-'^'-ylia to throb that onylreeriry , with the-] -pad I am 
crrviti", to no e 1 recur"' , hut if I •-•hpi-id et.pp now, a 1 L<W mold not 
f.-, e rtioiy';..;?'""! "T h '-o t^-is y ea « > AT 1 ooy yjve it rm t hut 1 oay no- 
and r- t^^ lwa !-roan:" fbv nj parties. Th^y am "now worhiny. with 70 ^en. 
a.e eoeorf, 

•fhc- no'": -h day : r ■ , ' 1 lmbe- 1 the hichest npab at the head n- p t'ip 
Lone Tre,.-- Crept: ie.'the Block Rills to n- e f a view of the eurvour.dir.e; 
'•■'u, connt-"'v and fr-o it T ceuld pep Laramie pe^k 100 miles north: Pine 
i. \) J Plpffp" fO riles east: t-s-yt*% ^eob; ISO riles oonth an^ the ;Codicino Po« 
\ / ion xr Mm, woet, with' one Rolf of the s^ntberp cirole fringed with, the 
% i^arp-ed. r.nnnj oanpod , Raclry Pap^o , while the country east looped libe 
'i\j. a r r» ra t wa< -p-oP fhi ton.T piehed several flowers, N- matter hew 

v -'' s +,p r -He or -'poffn-ed thie ormto:/ it. ie dotted all over with ro-a-s, 

leavee:"apd -ranp^p with r insular ntonee and 'valnahle ipIppo. T'ov three 
d Q o-e ' the wind has hi own a perfect hrprioare and th ; - eapcl.and duet 
i-> a p. billed a ve "- 1 v corne r . - 

Sj- su :o we oa™e he^e the ladieo o^ the ooof have yli-on p.iyht.ly 
pa" + ieel'" Thov p e f pd rides which the youpy rren no donhf en.tvy t 
attende«l the one at Cpnt, P'epds and e;°r . o T ibbone but the vjtbe- s aid. 
net attend, Thoy wore ven' bl«&<d wi'+W' bprral RavMir^iilr' ehow^d 
h' 1 *^ ever-? attention, 

iyr health ie only fair ? do opt improve ae orch as expected; 
I h^ve too rmnh on wv mind, -T hope after I reach Or eon Rivo r . whe^-e 
T "■jian PPt veyetahlee and fi-nit plenty th^t T ehelWo v, e tter. 

Hen. Ppwline i^nrove^ wonderfully. 1 l:'be In,™ v ft rv mrnh , o-. 
rs, r p-p Mr' *o.l iobenederfe^, W-ajor n npp and K>. C'f-.7l.th are ail fine 
pentle^ene nd take -ore internet in. our read t,h*.^ mayy who am P a.id 
'd5or talc in rr it . " 

Plion the ^ail aroivPd at Ft. fanderp . I r«cPiv«rl the foitpwiny 
lpttev fr , om T,y % mivop A.-pn t,e"nirr "»e of their difficulties and what 

+ hfi . expP ct.^ e f ... N& ^°lt tret 

» rrriV -letters 3i" received. In th^ nrppnt fedn-biion. o + " our 
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r> a * + <->:•• .3, j ri not wish to undertake any wort that, will dela~ r,on?*.r'nc- 
tipo, arfi wherever v* can hasten the wort hr. r ffpf.dep hear^ ^ade 116 
ft. and curvpR of on n o-- 1 two fle^rRen, I ahouir* n^-vp th.-^ -pvph if we 
hrd to reduce tho 1 "* aftor v:p rot jp "loe^atior . 

• m lv n '\ i? infurinn" the. ^ind a of op-vp-po^p ,->•»;, f-ii^ec+.o^R with ftp 
i^ea that wo arc not pr^ppi^- fo^war-^ the won 1 ' as rapidly a? wo shmi;M, 
an ^i t.hat ? -f !+, was -j e f ( nir > ^ C nntraotor" and he had td"" n ^anaTe^ep 1 
^• p it. we c rid "of 1 rso "liier: into fho -nunf a ipp ^ f v j -, PPaPon> j r i n 
p^j. w: j_c,h f.hp n-ji^ f, tt-pIto an*' capital out, of this, and fli« fe^liop; of 
-.-.-r oom-it* »p i^ to push the road alonr- with the nrwateat rapidity oven 
if we Have to put the larfeft jrrade'-' anr^ oxv ^ r ^^ that our charter allow 

v oii l--n-'"w vei" r w°ll what our foelintr are n.hoiif the rn?^- +0 wake 
it aa nerfect. a? no a ° ib 1 <* con^iPtenf with the raoidio v of conat motion 
do^andod by th- a eountrv. 7e cannot, of coin^e, in the office say whrt 
i~ boat about the line. If in yon: 1 ' 'wv 1 c~" ""' '•' " v -* n ^~ n * 't':-f •"* 'j >^- 

f.pr,M -,-, •.•" 1-. ■» -•!-) ]-j - . I r l ■• -, wo £ '""-'C -.j^Pf-; ">" ;,U ''• P •' 'T F " i '•"* =■ \ '1 C P ' ! "■ ■';--!" 7. p'-i> -,<-- 

otif •'''in t }->,■•> h "> :" '■ I'.i'"-^ '?,"•?, v. j, th° road lord-; ra to wih"" -"] tpf J p" 1 "*' n " ,i_i - .'\" v 

Pour > '^" 1 ; , lu i r 0: the rvr.ioijl '.ii'vf^pcc to h-v 

?p*pp lyr^i ::1 ,-.",-,->,.- p .-, 1 hi,r;, , '.,' , i -, ; -rt pp. '"f" 1 1 h"a> ^ •fo 1 - 1 at jn.o ^ 
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until 1 rettirned from my trip. When 1 saw General Casement I asked 
r \ him and he said when we get to Julesburg, I 'will show you. After we 

&>:, '' : 

"*' y landed there, he took me up on a hill where there was quite a "burial 

ground, and he said , "General, they all died in their hoots and Jules-' 
burg has been quiet since.' 1 

1 am told that lie went back with about two hundred of his 
fcfce, armed,' and first called a parley with the leaders there who de- 
fied him, when he opened up on them, not caring whom he hit, took the 

r 

town and they plead for quarters, which he gave them, and they returned 
and complied with the orders, paid up for their lots and learned a lesson 
which lasted for some time, . • 

1 left Ft. Sanders with my party mnd with an escort of about 
500 to distribute along the' line to the different .engineering corps 
she needed them. 1 followed the line which Br wn's party had run. 
from Ft, Sanders, crossing the Little and Big Laramie s to Cooper's 
Lake and struck almost due West from Cooper's Lake to Rock Greeks 
This was a very Interesting country. The Laramie Plains were bounded 
on the south by the main rooky mountains, ending in the Medicine Bow 
Mount inas, the whole range covered with snow. It was mountain piled, -on 
mountain with immense oanons with a landscape broken by perpendicular 
walls. As 1 travelled over it, I often thought what scenery there 
would be from the car-window. 

When I struck the Rattlesnake Range, I found what we called 

Brown's Passj we cliiaec! on a 80 foot grade with light w.ork,_ striking 

for lis 4luf hj-eY*" 

the head of what we called Mary's Creek, named by Mr, Blicker:.sde.rfer ? 

A 

and followed down that stream to the North Platte. About half way down, 
there' were three prominent peaks of the West Rattlesnake Range, right ■ 
where Mary's. Creek can one d through, and I named there Lettie, Ella and 
Little Annie after my three children. The Central Peak is the highest, 
I had Van Lennpe take a sketch of them, with a part- of the party on 
the highest, which 1 should judge was 5700 feet above the sea. 

The North Platte, which heads in the Worth Park and to the 
mouth of the Sweetwater, then turns suddenly east, was crossed some 50 
or 60 miles from its head and some 75 miles from the mouth of the Sweet- 
- water, where it turns south. It was a bold mountain stream some 500 
feet wide skirted with small groves of cottonwood. 
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■Jlear, cold snow water flowed through it and after travelling two days 

without water, the whole earth impregnated with alkali from one to two 

feet thick, it was a great pleasure to strike a stream like this. 

We found coal near the top of the Rattlesnake Pass, at a -place which- 

I called Carbon and sent orders to Reed that as soon as his grading 

fore© reached there to have it opened,, This was' the first coal, mine 

on the line of the road to supply the .road with coal* Coal abotinds, 

voe&t of tkaf ftixt 
i think, all along the line and it. will furnish us plenty of fuel. 

of'Ae yweduciwe Bovu fta*^? 

Elk Mountain, which is sriOvV clad, is a great land mark. 

At its foot is-^ort Halleck, now abandoned and not far away from" 
Rattlesnake Hills Pass, 1 was not fully satisfied with this line and 
left orders to have Maxwell or whichever party was relieved first on 
the Black Hills to run another line to the north and also a line dov/n 
the Medicine Bo?/ to the North Platte. 1 located the line across the 
North Platte here. The river was high from, the melting snows in -the 
tj mountains and we. undertook to "build a raft and take our things over 



add would swim the cavalyy. They were poor hands at that work, but 1 
had with me my horse Rocky Mountains who was an excellent swimmer and 
I lead the way across the stream. More than half the cavalry landed on 
the same side they started in and tw- or three' came near drowning but 
when they saw how 1 handled my horse:, agoing over, they had pride and 
their officers got them started in and by the time we had everything 
across s the Cavalry had learned how to swim a horse across ia stream.. 

At this crossing. General Gibbon established Ft, -Steele. 
This was a noted place for the Indians, They concentrated here in the 
stunner and even in the winter and during my command on the plains, 
they' were very troublesome and the trails north and south leading from ■ 
the Sweetwater, going south into the North Park and into the Middle 
Park, all passed through here and it was from this fact that Gen, Gib- 
bons located his post here. This country had not been developed at all 
until 1 put my engineers in it. The lines had all followed the stage 
road by Ft. Halleck and Bridger- Pass, which we were forty or fifty miles 
north of, in an open undulating plain; no streams except those rising 
in the granite having water; all those rising; in a sedimentary formation' 
,ffere dry, • 

From here I pushed west as rapidly as possible ,,io reach 
e ' on s party. The da y » s marC h was up a dry broad Oftnon ^^ ^ 
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shrubbery of any kind, a perfectly "barren country. It was nearly night 
when we had made about eighteen miles without any water and I wished to 
camp here to examine the country. 1 sent all the parties out to find 
water, Rawlins and I went out together over the land to the south 
of where the line was and we struck a fine' spring coming out of the 
solid rook. When we reached it, Rawlins sat down by it and took a 
\A. drink and he said he thought it was the most gracious thing he had 
found in his life and I said to him, "General, we will call this 
spring Sawlins Spring," and it has bourne that name ever since. The 
town is called Rawlins and is a division point on the Union p aeific 
Railroad, 

Sol Gee s who pretended to know something of this country, 
somewhere ahead of us, had struck a sulphur spring, which he and 
his horses got into and 'when they got back to camp, they were covered 
with the yellow sulphur and were a hard looking set, 1 pitched our 
camp at Rawlins Spring. The water has cut spay through the ridge mak- 
ing an easy passage for the railroad line and through here Brown had 
run- his preliminary line. Up to this time, he certainly had found a 
remarkable line from the Laramie River West, ' 

At or near this spring, there is an Indian trail running from. 
the Tampa river across the divide^ north through the Seminoe mountains to 

A 

the Sweetwater; a trail, which, frora its looks, ia used very extensively 
by the Indians., 

On August 5 „ 1887, 1 moved some 14 miles west to a drg 
branch where I- found Brown's party with Mr, Apple ton, the Assistant 
Engineer in charge of it, thoroughly demoralized from the loss of 
their chief. Most of the escort had gone to the stage station and 
were waiting for me to arrive, 1 reorganised this party and put 
It under Mr» Apple ton and left with them enough of my escort to 
protect them. As they had no knowledge of the country ahead of 
•them on the latitude they were in, I proposed to take Appleton 
with 'me so as to see it and to explore it as we went forward. * 

Col. Seymour and Mr. Biickensderfer who hr-d accompanied me, 
made up their minds to leave me ..here. 1 could see that both of 
them were very much disgusted with the country they had come 
through and thought I ought to get farther Yiercth-but 1 knew a good 
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- P3o' ,,, - J C; r!t -C o p pi -e oof fp.11, niffp :p c^v,v--] rpn,- 
?nra:,irni^ pon^eo, r.'bich olnmiif be :m~ifnf if no no j":l ^ „ 

5'' 1 / T>k. ff""rt oearoify If not afaoiuic a n x:o-oo of '-im^r- 
^ot-'o- po^v- ro'i'n j-.^vt j ", ; ir: ,-.f +.b,-> route ^nrf ■ ^ th^ "T-r ofo nt no i"- L i r^- -i 
of lino yrio rill c"t>S'~ oer oim in,-, rvruiione: onrl coo.oi foro.'f 1 ^ of 11 - 
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Tli 3o>- e :' ; "" "' '.'OT-^n^'f living ->--'i|er- -":n t.i-i.-- i'onfo leo'^-.^^o 
tbp f,: ,-M ,>ipo p t . :r nr! ^ t.j.j^tle pi - ttc' R.iv=:-\", a fir-t oo.o--- ' v ,f 'rcn oV^ 
fifty olipo. in.i T jnf^o fo.or.i fh- f-,---.^.-fi -,r, ,.^ !j, P i ,,- 11r ,i r , 1 ^-u^ + 
n;e "f'"fT ! ir 1 fo ooon-lv f L r- -.p^r'o L i o;; t.h" --ad. oon-.ot. be oVtoin ->o \,v 
the o r^ i o. -. ' :■ o ,: oo-?oo. of oinf i oj"^ - 1 jo .. of ot. q] 1 „ 

^ o*o"f ri to ^v 3 ti"^ff -j'c "o o.]oi^ r-iAst poot- G5.re- If- TTof.no 
Prio'ff" If jii-ni.;^ "no., i.v 1 tin otiof oo-ofoo on ne-e^o o->--'i] y iril.'oo''- 
vrooo ■:■■■' o y> ftlo novi.. ion of Mir i-oif -:^ olnrnl 1 h.ov-. ano-f o snonly 
•of " ofor ol an'o-'vo?-! ,- -f pot loo-o than + "n ^11 'O ?o-- •"'•-<\- : io-" 1 " io 
G i o':ro | '.o :1 1 r.jf.h ^n ^-jto- onf -n.c-'o.sf:, piivinri- th.-' "; n oiiio. r - cf t.fo 
i3now f siy fr~i" ! "! o i of Ar.oil to lot o, p T<-,i v. writer tn;f : e ni^y hr> 

?.^T , ii3t-.f T ' -niv>v'f i - 1 -Fi'-.-i^ fir ?n ! oC"f'0 f TO i.r.n '.-••;. , fi r ' ,--;., T , -] t r~ >-^ .-. -t.. n 

lo'",oo ijo t h "<"• o- f on ; '-tn.^ of tfp y.sn-;. j .--| ;J - 1C +, f-"-i.^vo t^nt ? ntifr-' 
(■font ooi^o'.ff cooi 1v- ot- lot o.^f tu 1 'f.,r A f,^ fo° i"00' : 'o^jo r 'O'oo. 'hr 
'H'<o ; .';, T 1 "!", * r ■>■"<- i^ir.t, -:_o, ; thon°f.-Mo? , Men no o+ - foloT o-"t f ~ ' 1 1 or. 
o f tin ."■ tin i *e o i • no; r '-t ,, 

I lofi'^vo r.r. n -.>p',-; 1 -rof pxi 1 ^ t'-oT t tine non-i : ho? t "! - p ni"co 
o.o iipn>- o,o yi"y f^ M" : o r-m" no iy,^ "i. loof^o "oonnooo of th° ^onntrv 
+ lir,oi r f v;hirh it p", son .-: , yni't.i mil ri'1 y v'v^vi th.oT n op _1 in fh'"> "oi- 
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fc-cfy Df-nnvtrfhs n J - Eonno P r n- , n.nf then^f.:.^? T ^-^ 1 II + o v..- ,.0; 
o-'^ v c i q n,^-v n-'tin" '" i n 'floo^o tr -.ir-y-: t.h° nOorf:,' 1 ," 1 '' e 1 th^- .-, -f^p^r 
rvipo. 1 of " .-. ^*n fbo "» o^nfiun u^ tbo lino foon'" fto t -"^ int. T'oetvnoy 
f--. i T iA' ]odf." ""f the + o-.v-^or-pf y of fh° cou".+-i°y *o, of ^onnoo- 
.f i0 _, -;|,.|^ .3 ^ 1. +1.-,^ p r;3r .p n i : fjo",- fo ernf:.?o r ' i'-f: f-" r f.r. f ,---- v;it]i ^n<?b 
p^rt : ;.p'-ii <-.>.-,• f-- tho n'oci?" ~ni.pt r :;f "iofqtip of +f-> "o^t t-p 
'o'nlof T ^r^n -i iv-p".:"'----;,' 1 -'7+ po ■" n." 1 1 y I r^nti fallow rf"7fn fh>"> 
iP-'|r-rnf r.7or*« ••-f +h Tmn C i- hTii-. -- t+fi tfo ]-^o^. .;-i.of 00 -.-i ^ 
oi'O To i '"• +t!- T :o; n o: ■->. Plopp.i'" . o^n 1 n-npp.o r.-'.-p^ fj-ip n-ortb-pi.^t ov'ly 
oi fo p fho river mf: if T .y r '•■:•:• -J iny ; L f j poo 1 .- 1 ovroi.n on ffo 
: . tm-Oin" t,h°f r^o~' lofw ot -rpo" tho '.onfh ?nd vrp^+, v an iv^ll 'n;-; iho 



r>o 



r- 



rlir ieeo hefweoii the 1 " 1 , r.ivl at 1 he ,wr> ti^e n-iehle to to crooe the 

Pn-f + i eenaho Hi 1 . 1? o it-he e thron-eh the rocs refe ^y the Hcoiioine 

Bovj River or e^^o n-ere fa-ropaoia f erpeos ier: nor 1 ' 1 : 1 , of .it aiv 1 thus 

reach tho valley of the Worth Platte el some point near tho worth 

of '. h'o Sweat writer which f 1 r.wr: hifo It. fo-"v tb? '^^ior; o r + ho 

South Paoc , Tx the val7ey uf the Sweei. 1 "t\f?p i e veil >-tiyy<] ie: 1 

i-rtth vat or n n.i'l el " "i rrnof ic^hlo f-T a roe 1 5 owl if the aorrtrv 
,- ;c . n ^^ o; p ^4 j,, i-,,-,,.,,,^., p 1; ,,-,j er , ^ j ...^^^^ f>. r , i t 01 _v ni -v thin vol]vy to 

the n. c.t, ^liyih]^ yo rt for cro rainy tho 'liriolo of the Continent , 

T Wore tieco pl " 5c t]TO"ntv'hly hrpp'reeee't with the iwp'rfenoo :e p 
thle peroral route an^l its yreo.l aclrentayeo eic co^paref with the 
rorteo ali^F'h" 3ra ,! "eyori that I ru.-.t oof you. to liny?, it oarefr 1 1 y 
oiirvoyeo' nrv 1 ' reportei ryor in connect. ion with cthe r ' rorlec to which 
ven oioy r ororrlt to the ^eeri! of Trjreotcre," 

T notice iu ry .h'sry on .Any int. 5th, !3f7, e statement ty- 
ro] of ion. to o conversation I h-vl w-"th ioo Pllorenofeef er cop 
Col. ^ey.''tco" o.-i the lino. C •.,■!« ^vpimt sai-" 5 he fi 1 riot *■>-'. j-, ; -i.-]nv. 
a mi. Iron;! po^yo he hril.t nni rrn over f he ^or.t» wo hni trev^ii^i, 

hnf that wo TU-UO+ -■•;■■ rlr into the North ^coP: of the plofhe are rro 

>*tlte ^ou,ik Pass 

--,, j h( y ?;v;or+ Prior H~ also ctal-re ihi"f to ftc. no r r ,.l PorP ir e 



mov-to 1 " deiv-nnoihy the rhcle von to ee ^.-rrp-r a npi th.r-t a .rail n^' it- ; 
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.lf*~S?v 



the identical 1 :i:ve t 



J. 1, r, f 



re went over, h^o oroyheey '•Plf not eero te-ue, 

Phcr P-~l . S" prone ene" f r , Pli .rhene^errar ret una of 1 . they 
|,-n' ; with fhe^" n n-ui.-ie are! r.trirl" f r. f 1 -- uorth. ; tryin.^ to "et 
Pr,-jt oo r '!ovhere hotwen the position, they were in oni th" Se'iinoe 
hcrriteirOj hnt 1 '-oer rrctiy rhn f that r^notr" wae ai ry t-'-^v-o 
i, rv i hper. all ever if when I no-^rdao 1 this ^eprr'tnrent an'- 1 T hnO 

roy-orf -o ef i r , 

vyo,- the"- -of ^aot s Ho" 1 . hPT,r' ^r-te re the f o 1 lev y-^ 



Ip+tflr f':T:"r Pt 



y/^^y/- ^G^-dji*s» . 



■ tr yee- r and f 'mo i ' e> 



ooo ^ifficrify 



j„ j'^o'srolr"' thmn^h the ■ --orvif ry which l^' 1 never h---forp ^oor orooae 

with wn a;,os , . . _,_ 

yf iv.:P^*inrvi ,-,etiefi°d -"e that there 10 a --^vite r il 1 

r,,-rtb a"" ^ : ovi-i'o Mro *haf U' we-fh at I'-aet a. ce—tr] e-n ?n-i i™.. 

j d . ^"i, ? ^p»y : t.h?'"a ie .?, "et; 7 ! r^ite nor+h ef the Mrlicloa new 
M^mir-h thf"" Re* t^.^in''? Rifle, an- +liJ,rh perhaps fhef tho 
M^y,V rf , Fo -. ? r vaiiev itoelf rep In too rrpensive, al t.lnvli it^ 
„-^.i ^'p.-,t hr» -c- rrnRrtnr to any other. Tor -ill find a rnr.te : 
'• wo^ b,oo, n th- I'eeicine n,,- jr.m -rvt V'^'y 1 inn -hieh 
+ '; j^.^von' f-oerehle, an^ the en viy , :! f the Rotifee-e^e 

"-■ 1 1 <• o.p.vm invar' Ihhen Prso'rr'e Peso, 

'•' L ~^ ± fhp n ih^ n P ,rbi^h wo oa^r.n.i <-:: on retoovT frin, af.pr 

1nov1r ; +h'' Myi^'^tv^ n ibe -lotto er^ folioi-e P^r velieyo 

':..^ +,. -!-y.n i>i q t+v on ao t.n st rile awieo.oper pir.in 
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.;'; o'r.-vV;-, 'eor^(ir rtfh v^ efeo c-rpef^ I-ohell thin> it e ve"y 

^„ o ; n r.V; rr 'tc. for th- r^v. tl^t t car -ee r •■ vnr"s ^of'fi- 

;.'„lt'ioe bofwvon' thet point ene thle -lece-if th •• lire "e eerrlo^ 
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•^ v:r. J ' ~ ■■'■ „ , F^ + " ^ .'•■•, fbj ~ : ii'-;- 1 : I nn.-i J h -•■.■. ■'-v.--: v,* 77 f .■ no 



' i~"D '•""!. no J 

""v-.-n M-i 1 " ^i-, 1 o -■!_,-'■ ? q1 ,,_,, Ti M; . 4. 1ir ,t T-vr v. " lv a n r ** ban k-=,--- 
a - 1 i'" 1 "•': «, ""''"• o„, a f 1 **iu ' i n-: v'-nr^y h" ; ^vot .av 7 " an a^o" n^n.ifrr 

'""/in' 1 ' '*l v-yiey fl y j-;-,,, I .,-0!; r;h:iPh p : v ] ;- ■p,-TI liW -i <h f.;I .t -j ... ,- "" '* 
Hc'i'.', - AJtyn rot M, ,\'~ i",;11 pi>-ot ft -,•_.'". th? WIT", wo 1- o-,~ f r "-a , >•- 
"i-i«f - o + i-.-s-- i>-.jvo ■ +bnr I fi" ■• 5. j;,~, o.^i n >•,<*- -traeb" rrv r^.t-^r- 1 rr, : i 
n>"]i' r • r " ''ii^,-? f^^iT! our n"M o?*rv. ci. "h-f " ™ * . • p.-^- "*"••* • ■" - 

"f-.-llo '"*' , « 1 for -:^"i^ f. a 1 ''- 1 H'l -1 -i h.^P hoio- " ^f "' ■" th<-< i o r 



,-,;.--, 0-ao- ■;hr- , .i -ni-^.' "'an** , T 117 -; 
+T ; "0i"" ta 7 t^""' no V'l h'"Ti"' "" •■>--,-*" in- ^ - a ,-o~ ft >--.-■'■- 
^V"?' a ~ '--,_, •' r-rn 1 T '"i.th :"-'V" .', n l "y*0. *a: of f-iV'h T'O bar , fy-r^r ".-,--, 

V'T on ""r.-i.i en' 



it*" rob a. -i f <- o- Too]-: nr-'-'lr \avth af r > *'o*.. ''V~ I 



t r t -)•'""'.■.:• a 1 nut n:^ ~>;p,~ hobo*" T"i;. 



■■■^ T uti'-« 



la 7 s" »:"t o , onio f.? ! . ■.-■■•■''p " n'rhv; h^'o 7 , a-': ■ > t :~< t -^ . ' "ho ih. •'•>" , 

mt ,r. .* a+ -" no tl jy T5'*;> .: vooy on 1*? S 'j^. • or}' t r, -v~ airl y«, ; , -"-,-_..;•, 
•\ - 7 x M-i"n ! :,, fi ynon v %r~' - n f^a -•■ iv.-<r t v' *"i th .'.■.-. x 'i^ ?'.rit' ! i"^ v h -; ->|i 

\-vv f ; n,,ri.v J1 i,' l! " Tt ■''•'°". T '•;, itJ r^ifo, r U'vi, ,-v t +.!r:V- th-' V- 4 --?;^-. 
i"or'ti .->-.-, i-i i --, -,• ,-, .. ^ n r::: ^i_ f.hr: t y;,--. "ill fj'' n i .-"n.n^ i-nv1 ^ "Hv 



!.o V ' 



■,■[•< ,-i V' 7 'I 1 '* "" ""* "' 



f y.-VT* -f;,]-,^ ,,,,,„,-. | - 



3 i •.;' the ^ ' !-^ C_ir 






on ,,.,,, ,-•>■■;.- , n i rip s irnrph t- 1 ho r 1 ?". v 1. v 1 . '"• ■:." i h^ ^ "'.' + -i •;^-<t , 

Th- T-or-'. ^iffipnlt r.nrt of thi? llr^ wi.^ he ir t-Dt^'n.r fv--- 
y ,;h,f;" Poc: t,-. ".'.V'^ot oT Ro ct7r-3rT,h--- Hi"!".-;, h\it T tji.inl p.p'-.-h! 
.'•-ninitirt i on ^i.T" 1 r-j..^V 4 "nfor?.h] ;; „ h.y !,hln']lno, I thin 1 : -r-i wi.^i 
;->ari^h +h"- T,T ov'!i Fir, hL: vt +,'->.^-+ ■/r/c 1 ":'."! 1 .';"' ■"■ r^+n- ;•] -.- ^-•p.'-p]- ; -/P 
^o ttlo=,DO. r "'0 Killr: n;M th\v; pi-oh ri1 " , l.V n-.o-h" o'"-n,;,n,--. anrl h^i^y vorl' s 
ir,,-' t I'lir;]- 4 .h.^ ^u^'rii of ti 1 -? r.o'-'Mv^ o] - i- M ";ooh <:f t 1 ^--; iiilli.' ?• m 
not b;-"-' -^n ^h:o-fi :>;: .«r.O"-Mn" '"OvO ft, r>n-l p:\-.-i -i;-. ■>- 1--' 

I hrvft t> v.-- , n . ; 7'oit fi o,-t i -no i ivh>—>i i?? n^vtr^ r ";i.TO'' y. - r a ri ,i "l+f* 

fill] RCC'O'i' ■ o 47 ' tho o"H> i+, v " t h r o-.i 'i - h ^f'hi" , '!' , ?,'.?, ri* 1 "■"-'-i <> fi y <■•;■' vj n ? 

Iu'j +.h ^ ".-.r.-T'y n;., f-,- - • ^ t. h a "• ^ '"•'' I ' in o R ^- ^o.:*'. -:y .too' pcjj-onni Vy 
a -t^ ;: „ +]■,.--, r r>,f ••• Inj' "o.-i^ioa-! o 1 "^'O'm, thr;riv-;h t^>~ .^i.-'-i.r! - of th " 
c.y .Li. n>-.-" A Thj.o liie , 'oi!l hr^ a litti.r i,-.-;v-'-^- j -h««i ^oiiv i-»ros "••"!" 
oro ,> hti J T. 'f.h*'" 11 " 11T 1 1 ." ""''" "-0 , "i" , li rji 1 ^ -•■> -i"; 7 'v.-i'O'Mil vh^ii. c,'^:"i 1 f'v ,r1 l 

f-,3 t,, h : - eoo: poo" 1 .!;, •^v 1 -. " 1 ore vnhi" 1 -' 1 - , T v-io 1 -^ f.-' 1 +ho, r; ; o ^ _.f 

,r ovr lO'.-'h ".■I'?"'"! \' 0'" >" t ;'•'"? ri'o t]->r>'i tr.-.:i ;'rh'''t.l1 '" hpc 1 * 3 T oti 1> p- r - rrpiipa'? 1 
th" bo"'*". ^r>r\V. r )< q . too coiT^tl-y n f fnO' 1p , 

Th; 'tro-uth of Y-dioiue fo-.' i--; j _i \ ■- ' i ' no- ■. :"" : ?', -i ulh 
Koc 1 - 7 f,, "'''1; nh'-o-! .11 c ni\ t ~jii -,,-nrl y.'oi all i^.y n^teT""ni rjai-iorr 
-•f 1 o1 it.-irl.q n-.T.-T ] pr ->i f 1 ::^" v'h'"P voT'h.."'' '-nt. ?.+ hnpa. 

TIci"'. ^ froc" 1 "on+.h; r.f '"'?;T5cir ! p -'o'. th'-j 1 -- "o o/o rhurhr 1 - 1 of 
ro^, T fn-ofl -. .-'y, -,.-• vroioo hr-'t Ir^izvo vr-- ri ,-■-.- ••••n ^-^ 1 f'-'O-; tho 
^ i.tr j •=! r i.;0- -. tl-r Tr-.JiPY o' tw<^yy'5 ■'' .'0'-'1> w-~ o \ of ci; r ^;.i c ^-h;- 
'.or-jr iiv T ~ wh'Oh wa? " f?.\ -i : : • - ", ." <">•- '1 h^ t uv*'. no >o? oosl., o-f y/htoh 
T liovo p^oc j-v;nc : ! , 

Fo" :" to.vl, n^-t-oo- 1 t„ o^; vo ;tioooiih: ^;' ,f1 T "'.yo:'. to ' n -- s j'"h 
u , ; an' 1 r=pnr-h Ot-i- hy J - ho Hot. T f •^"'■'hot I.o^h-- •-•+ io ?• 
CS.ivarr.o '''it'ic.:', a y" ot " 7 s "r ' T ; h:, 7 ' ■ 11 i: h«o,.> ^tth. a-^aoty h.;jt 
w-?th::i3 + " f»r -opoot, ' Ho 'mo oroo^y 7 y,an:o::y y -o to m-h- ao«- v -yo 



nf: o.-. : i nny (yoi 7 1 L; T uf r^it.o ] -iy-- , l»'y 



, 1 y -j . cr ,-.,-> =i p n o th'* 



V) 



T, hi- r, i ic'lc ■'""! ~ p'"-** *. •, "'"hi I'' o vo*. 'y ■**' 1 *? ■ r •ntyy i.o a r In ri'-'i.oi.f.;, vrr>." 
' a. ahlo «m op--0'0'Lo*1:;ooo, *;•.•. ac ■- o" :■ thnt iv? h-.^ '••- ' hot ? Ill 
t .. .-. * -i n or-"" i-v\l :-r p.t+ort ir ;i . to hio jj ii "■••"•a ~nt ao*T "nvh--r; ao'o*"f« 
na: 1 _' r ?ov--t*i;v .•••"!- vroioo Ty- h-'r*, i W' 7 * 1 :-" 1 - 1 , no -rh'-* pht^y yoj o, 
v;'_l " a*pi'.'" ,r <r .» 



„„6 ,§■*?, 



■:j 



On l*.nvi'7,p f-pe.rnii.on flneof to .^.r^, ^et to ^i^cr-" + hn 
c-miotrpp T £.nve inn~oiotionr to Appl-ton* o - po>-tp to -rn " line 
fror nh--ero the j' Wiirj, boob to tho Ttorfh ^lo tf- , stritin^ f>v~> 
eooth el' the tlofioine How te ee ■ vrhrt kiivi of a line cnni/-] n e 
ottninni ar/' to of rib-, the; Horth Finite -^ 8. Oooenb which cfl T '^ 
fvnT tho Rottl^cooto Hills into t,bo Pletl- nbort on?-h^f wp.y from 
onn cnn^ti^ fet "Pt. . flaolo ao^ th ^ nonth of Vie feiiolne r .ow. 
I x e b Apploloo nlth ^-- nifh a moll escort for us erf vrcrt 
x.,. rr ,,.. ar j, ,,^ ,,,, e ^ r ,y m.o^H to the Href -! ivlio of the cortf j n-nit » 
some twenty ;n:ln;j "Inch 1 was contain roif^ he rofe with a 
GO foot -rorrte P.r.cl with very little wort". 7'hor. v?~> arniveo' hone., 
w,r, npr-^od juef holuv the on-onii "ill th" nnct ro^ipnp T e;eni out 
r-i-v]-, rny tele r^ 1 i e e are^ ni+h f^neool Pn-'n,ln ; ', are- Apple ton to examine 
ih- country north end north of no. Thor 1^,1 -••e.a.ohef the" 1 oToneitj 
Yen naw it rinofipin^; ^oivn very rapidly into n de-p basin, Wr > 
siiopoef t.hnt it red to the wnt-ro of tho n-r^^r- fin^o and ibat 
re world ooon r.tin.ho a etoner; l^afiny info fitter free! an- thus 
connect rith Evens' oovwy of 1866, /Is we e Ln or tho re loohiep; 
at tho hao'irij ena^ioinp; it lb. or enable with <-,\rv ~1 00000 arf tahirr 
the covt^of. } I th/ v o ri 'hf j o j ccovrvr 1 ' 1 a br.r^ of In^la.ne oo v ''o ton 
or fifteen '^ileo onf in tho basin, hnf aft-r watoMny then for 
unite n * ioi- , T son then hnf fno^o ■with the'" on.fl that they wore 
will to men, T could r.ct +h:!,n'!r of any po. rty vTa- C'-'o! "* he in "Mao re 
unleGs it vs.f Pates 1 rnnoiop hie line fr-c" 1 " 1 the r^een. finer pent 
to troet Ri'ooo. » We eoeen joined th j.n pa^ty nerd fennel ihnl tie war; 
Botes ' porl'v, Tho nen wr-= in a fonnitfr. condition. They haf ho^o 
without wat^r an.d thole lonyueo Fopo bwoj loo, t They hod loft ^eet 
of their trnncportn.fi or> end wove rmioAii"? a iftvie East line fhnonyh 
the haoiu for 1 tin- pin^oee o+" ron ^hinp pvret -•■n. irr e 3'ur.i- 1 loo then 
i-'ith wnton ore"; other neoeoeii..loo anf o^nt foteo hnah to tnle eiy 
hie line whore he ho.:! loft if nof! nnoh it onfto tpr ^'ci.i.th of tho 
felioine ''>-p f copier 1 tho TTorth of f'C'sn'a lire anf t. ■;?:•?+. 1. r;^ 
the conntry, an- thee Hjonirr up tho oof ioi.no ^cw-ic connection 
with Pi'ovr.'o lin..-. Alter oof line into thie haoio, T Leoome oatis- 
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kept to the south end of the basin from where we struck it s&me 
twenty miles. 1 found that we had dropped down about 500 feet. 
In febout twenty miles, we 3?aised another summit and here found 
that we were at the heads of the branches of the Bitter Creeek 
which lead us into Green Rive!". The divide of the continent 
which we were crossing, had two summits; one at the east side of 
the Red Basin and the other at the west side and this basin 
extended in a North-west direction nearly to the South pass. 

Whore 1 stood on the summit, I could see to the south-east 

of me the Medicine Bow and to the Northwest the Wine River range 

-two 

and these -summits were only about six thousand feet higli while 

the elevation . fo ■ Bridge r Pass or South Pass was much higher. 

These two mountain ranges were both from ten to twelve 
thousand feet high. This open plain is bounded on the East by 'the 
North Platte, on the forth by the Sweet -water and Wind River mountains 
and on the West by the Green River and on the south by Bitter Creek. 1 
* There was no vegetation in this basin and no water; all the streams 
seemed to run from the rim of the basin to near its centre, where the 
sandy formation was red, which made us give it the name of the Red 
Basin, 

gince' Bates crossed,' the western rim of the basin, he had been 

H/' 

N (J ^without any water whatever. It is about 150 miles from the Medicine 

Bow Mountains totthe Wind River range on the Northwest. The only trail 
that seemed to be through here 'was what wa3 knovm as the Cherokee trail 
where Col. Steptoe undertook to cross on his first trip to Oregon, We 
\J' found on this trail remains of wagons, anvils, black-smith tools and 
other things that had t- be abandoned by Steptoe, Bridger 
informed me that Steptoe undertook to cross this country to strike 
the South Pass but was forced to go back down what was known as 
Bitter Creek and then up Green River, Nature had opened up a very 
remarkable formation for a railroad and 1 saw as soon as 1 had 
crossed the head of Bitter Creek that somewhere through this basin 
our line must be laid to obtain a low grade over the divide of the con- 
tinent and very, light work, and I immediately sent Appleton back to take 
his party and find a line that was not as rough as the one 1 ' came 
over farther south in the baft in and strike the Middle Pork of 
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■ '-■' Hpp.Pypp br.>o"!y .-• - p. a p-- ..', "jth h J T 'by- „ Tblp y-p-p ' ''M >p, wh •• '* 
Fir ^op-o^p nn + h~ n;-.-v, r.yiy : ,--ij-* ,.-,■ , v;\*.?i- P-o\. A.iL^rl: ^t ch :•.--■ y .Tc!vp....+ r 
P'."?\";".r n j " o L 1 1 1 the ar^'Tr >"■,-• \ th^iv t.-Wp-- it. t^^.-n •>■]•■. -•,-,• wh--.t •,-... 
]r"Tw)7r; r r t^r. ^; ! vr> ^ontn. "'hi oh 'in ho" '* i -.: :ov c 'r;\-- . w 1 -" 1 •;-• ■"- ~pp-p-- 
h^- +,ho n.-^th n -I.'., b -sip tbo To.J-p' ?.;■!■ , ■;,--•— ~y.-.y.ppp,p, p. r , b ^ p., o -ip 



^ort HoliP'-y-p a:''. 7 "oraor. thr. c. oi x .1 'vi 1 c " "f rHp-i'-'!^ a J ti. <^ .,.-.,!j 
? + ^, \, :r . i ; - r +s.- ''p. 'u- ; fuI"bopp -\. ';.n-. ^hobb;- Or ••"■•■;: to n r p ,••••- ■-• 
r' 1 ' - ! c' ; ;." ;.. + hp'. riv^Tj a:r n t^a^ ap ^] r cl T^PO'-h + ^ F .-, -_•= + ypbl- -'o, 
A.,-.; uhc + 'Poc 1 ..p hop rnJx. o / ^ pp- p.pp" ppit.p •tot 1 ipjotpp, a" ^ 

,-,1.,,., 1 + c ,., : n .,. +h . --...-.y Wt qp p u + f,o hr f. -:.!:.,,• "" i p thp ' r! i 1 • rl/t '• - w f 



?p.2t TV, -^ P: oh/by- ?-> 



UPtO'P 



tc i l 1 c !: !ho ir~.3 of ."opt P:ioyp> . a:v> th-. 
"'^ ~"]c>i rJ 'r ."•' rvjmort y j v/h :"?h cf;r^" wi.n aca pp.t ^O hy J;./ 1 ";;:'!-: r. . wh _, 
w^nioaob bio Pr'i.ty t. h r ••-.■, . It *»^ n* thb o 1 5,vi,. thpt th-- r..:-,«-r,i'r;; 
p-iochis-p f~'pp'> pp^orr hi^ T u-::.i par. dp-pit -f yppt bvi iyp-p, hp-' ■ - 

n .. ho pr t Of.".--'" IPPP't 1 O' '"0 , IIP';;-? 1 nrn'r! h. j b 1 fpp th^ PP'- O p- ' ; b 'J , v '' " *" 1 "' 



j,,^ + ._, „<!,. yy r , r^p^/lp 



' ' A 



T ,, .•_,., | ., ... <-l, ,, p p., 4 1 - r -. ,„ J ,:. •■. 4 \_ -!_.- 



, ;, .o,_,+ . p.-.^f-rt „ T^lr war a .---^r, V i p hr-t^ ^ "> to ^■i.i 



- '-y •'•hnt h 1 "' "" i - i-pp"" p^ -t:" 1 ! hop;:"- r 'i t J •■ : iv^ O'-iv- -pjvv.ont fp-.- th: 

ov „, r ,i nn ^ ? -m«,^ ■ pn ! ; -i •%;- „ a p.-l h.". WPo f->;if 1+ n - -1 to pll ht ' ,1r, i , 'P , t 

Tbo roi't wao ^he roooppvpiiP -> r al 1 f-"- *--i'ip an^ Mrav.^ 1 , of t 1 ^ 
Ti'plip-op; tr^pp^ v: j'.i.' 1 y.p'p^,p~f of nil th n t oOpliCf" "'f ' h." cpi; i! 

f'oiio^-pi.r;; h !'■••. •-!" i w ' a^5j"i::t t,h p*^p -popi-' , itpPp- Onto 
Oclov^v ??, loTb, Pribyp.." H'b.^ t^. rtppppp] r. -, nxtlor, n. 

C! P > IP "I P >■ ' R P f " "!1c "p P i 



"Yu" 5 ! p.pp" --p-hphTy wvr- th" + I ^"" poo p p th ■ '"i-r-^'p-t ppp:1 
,..-.y r l ^•r.-.l.jr''' 1 -'^ mip tr^ppppc pf thp 0-r -at b'-;,':. o" pliv . ?.'r.,uy 
•>.oo.-rv' rri'V"fp x hp '.'.■•::.i.o-v\ TF! ar ; thi tt'pp T\. v ' Ppityp: 1 no 1 a^y.'p'u- 
^ 1: '-.-' f. P \ : n-j !• ••r't'-'P h^p flp-o th.^ nr-op.p ••'•*-;,.' c f + h-- F--!i '•■-pi ?ta ; ■-•-.. arO 
•ppv +"ln y.^pp, th«v>-nftpr (11,57)' T pp: i>' : r^scoTvl ]■■■:■ s. i :■■, r i <-•■■■■■■ -.:.? "yy 
t^aOtnr- '-.p!j ^;.:^ r:-tP--rb c^pipi^ 1 It nv p:-'-y arr' rp5p0p;l 
^i^,.,- r ,;^ ' p fop', vrp.7. 1 i-p.- ,-••- tc. thp Opvp.r.prrpp-il' ; ar wpI 1 i ..•• th.' 

-!>,.. j.i'i,, ip'P-p !!v. -;,~u;:.1Tp.-' TT '.-h ^ p, - M ^i -pp , p U P h.-fnr- 

x,,„ r ,,;-,^„ vn ';.:;». ip. f1r r , ? , 1 ..-,.^p n^p; y a. '•■, ,T w h:-.---r.n av-y^i p?"- 

^., T .,p., r!t -, I rap rct'p- p^ thp.-pt.ppr 1 ..'r't'i J .--.'-h by t.hr 

nuritorip, Ivp th- ib-r.t?;:. uf^i;:^" 1 ^-,' 

,y..,y,-...j.. ffPt, r.v?l , vthrP rp T MfiP^P: 1 ppppppt 

yip/, B op^ wor i i- : -.-,th.p" 7 p-'iilp 1 ipppp 5u tho fa^t praptpippi 1 y 

tU?' fjp.V r.y' 1 I 1-a"Ply pppap-b with : py Itf-'. 

" ' ; "' j'rro- with f>:v ; " pi.lo'p ; " the'' pvpy v 

L ,pt ^.yppy an 1 siaco "ch - ppppp"ph cf "'i 

for 1 th.p t T OOP 

I, ah. ■••••, T [P---V" 1 <••■'.•-'-'' to th 

th" ao ."oi:o> pl;?: '•••p 
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y -up P'''pbr ! "pio" 
p ,,., -« -. i..,.. + y. .-, i,-, 

"■ "" ".' '-;?;' !, p."'".'a:1 

Pbj Hp „p' 'Pi IV'Po -b.rp 
•<• !K p Ptl T PP"i -'"'Pt Ph'ltp 1 " 
froiii'' in thp vin-ipvity > p h^ 
1 .•=■7 -f,-,! 



, . f Tp-p.^p pp.-" p. ••,-■ o 

1+! ,,, "P pp. -'-'lip ~ P"j ly f ^r wiiitPV .plPpt.ppp 



Pn b 



•960- 



pa^.ya ri'-o-l nir.i:":j n pidpaapv^ f t], n ,yi;pa .-^"in f; f ,-, T , » , v i^nM,,,,,^ 



In bohrdf rr'f.'\^ y aitop "l-ioii, amT-v" 1 >>-' C'-vu -:'•<-•" ^ 



fur' ty.r-y p. •-> aipTay" "pyv^/ai'iapp of ' r io ^o r a: tho prnoppl ' r. p 7 p l 
ao T,T '\yo Fiti;-J u b. ; ?:vtM', nr-s , daoi m- , dillo p.^yi PM: 1 .^- T '; „ 
Ricl-j ^ulo'-^l ^iji nm 1 pihpna;, ; P copy of >>M -b in n^ m\ -yip ; -> -.:-• 
i"Po l'?n;. r-J^ir't : T'!"* n t. v-'-zJ- '■. : ~y pry I a? co wao fnr n i : -h a ' vpth a 
aor,y thy- ,;,f } '^hl^h !"p : - ; Hffoi-L":!' t~lp dno^'oyp. 1 •"'nplo" th? war , 

J oP '-. Ll r T-rttinf Ob ? . and fpprp.a ntv 1 OW p. "f'Cr !ff n „ nod r CVi - 
neduaat.yy pyabJa fr- pro oo-yr t n a:y ^''.a^"' , rt.p i f p-obabl y -ho 1 !]^ 1 h-- 

' 1 >.' r i ,, r Ty>r< tbnl, rr n<'~fv~ I '"• " '-mr> 1 fll 1 "' '7 apply to P'OP Pith t ^ P r^'PipO 
-if 4]-;+ 'pi/i rt t IT v fT- 'Tiqht.or J P t ''' V'-'Tiy hPOPOP.y Hn than .1 in ^ "yoy f^r "•/-< 
+,P pn." ^I.IC'.V anap^ R. c , "^ 1 . T^PP" fi'"?^ .'n'PO''" l 'y f;>" th'" ' OPO P G pfp 1 -iV-' '"' 0- 

ootiop pf 'hi.- -"d-ipy" I - o^V! fiirth-- nt-tc + hr.'. t davn h.-py, 

■if riet" 1 v 1o""p! ^-,i<-'i^c r fho Into 1 ' aoh-?! liar „ norl ^^rirr- th ap-P- .-f 

th" 1 i"e in" Mvi nan In. the employ of th-r dyyyny" -ny „ 

fpnptinp confManily that pop w! ] X ha ho Itv^ fa -pan a? t.. p ! .1 ;-, ^ 

*,li n iii^ tL' 1 .'' tn hfTi.-i or fiirni'-'h " ,n o with y^.n"' p^'ipa •] p t thr* pn^t-'r, 
T lin vr . f] 1t . ? bo 1 -? 1 ", M .• „ "' 



/ 

\ r-pO rlppi-in'*'- t, o bpf>" lila a ' ! 1 T ^ni ^ v j ^".'^ ^p-pathy-a- i n i 



r 'hT, i'! T r rvtv^cl h.-rp F-i'i'Jy~V' ^?, a p.T.iy ^xtt '-^iiv 1 : Fi ri ?i rl f^ir 



^ 



i 



r.u , "" , ! .' t.„ "p1 the r 'o'.*':'";'i'ppr i" to a^l''n-:v:l ^.^ j::> ppp 1 ppy thj'.-; j"'. - t ri r-A'^ 
lxi;f . v . ? f a 3 ],-,,i„ Th>-y hn.vp tipv-t pair) th^ p^.•:.i" , o -' rni'" 1 fp^- thp 
•pr-^perty, ''ton Bip::-:v Hop in 1201 , T pp^ced a ^ c . :Y1 -j:.-^ k ; h^" 
in th? cp'ivpt^ 1 :-; i. . Kapprp ?ity '"'-d n + thr- Prp^-jiiii^ p f +1 v - :;;ll ^.-v n f. 
ry:.v^ a phori bio^ppyhippl -tpt>-h . : ,f Fi'tty ^-' -^" oh hap i-.^p- ••-.-:-,- 
liphpr^ g^^ kevpK/t'H eitti&heJ- 

"", A. Carter,, p W|-v crlt 1 vpp : •"' v -p;;. , : ''a.': ■ th i " ,-nti "- at f^l . 
r-'"'l: : !-:::P ar 1 " 1 l.r- tr.ph r ypppt ;! .i'- p-v-.pt in. lh<: povnl.i'-y „ Th>: jp^l 
'Pinon a 1 ". + 'hp hp? j of tb.^ B^'-ft ^"trr iiofp the- ^uiith p-> -j ha-"! 1^ - -->i 
diopp^rni PP 1 ' 1 o per.,;^. ^ °,pri waR empin^; p pr -at ^p' 1 ? rf eha: j L n; '^r.t 
ppfl p .y.H/d -ioal of .p 1! \. ypnt ion to tiip'P. 

On Aiiypot 23rp, ] Q C? } T poppI v--cl M-p •Ppllop^.ny l^+.ia- fvrn 
,T'-pop T.. t-n 1 - r -;"'": on t,h.,-- -pop-: rv tho ^pi\t.rP? Pr-OTfip; ^ 

"1^68+ dk^si-^r renin. 

"Wii'lP v.-'ut.in" at a 'f r ip>: 1 ' p K-u :■ -, '-i>v a ';-;•/. I '''..it 
yo".i. Fa 1 :., "hoar, j ~n ;Tpv y.-.]P : yn -5^ypp ;3p.'o lh- > PT-irti. ra'+on ;p- >'' -a-h-y . 
Tn h :i p "'inri th->jr fy^i.^^pi pent^ f^-p" 1 th.-"" "o;' 1 g^.pp", to "bo p - f t "a-*. -1 ft 
Thuy ^i 1 " 1 ana Piopth p' p :>jt Ip'py pot crooalay the r:naor : -.-. !.-- 1 , 
Vwt" lp p'p.-.l n.-" ar'tir-ly on north pi- 1 - aiv 1 th-r-p- to + h-^ "'PTith --t: p +ha 
Wpbi'' 1 . Hc'h.pa ac i-h^n of y^y '"Tp Pi--o:- p.;i -.,••;-. Hip o'^lr.oo' 1 ,; 

h^v> i'^l a,,' 'p-lio ? n.a'.u 1 ^ "n.n hn '+hivPj it P.ot V^r;" ri i '""f j -a;1.t , ■■-■•>■ l - 
y^a-r ppyai-ip-; va r: r-v^^ , : v— • pa ft,., T ^iPh T p-nt- 1 hr tho^a r i th 

ypr,.-^- ynva- * t-:^ to'- fra!P Foot ^riclpap '. ,f| .3 roooivyp v, y thp 
-' jSpn.3 "jpa ^]p,'i --a n-'o ^pt+.iuo- ^:.pp" po "pp! 1 , h>.a-r ypp- h^ol "h 
1: , inprovii^.' "oi. ?•«• ;yonr waa a + "'oat ^ptP'V-j -a the °0th inrt rp 

,P~ no+ hO-n^fv?:'- ?•:,". nioh-PiP.lPP.rpP, 

rf: 'n.t j .-.^rP-i ipt' aot: in tho na ; ' h-p---p ftfr.Jh^ nap- a?>-+a:^. Prion 

a '"'* ,.->,.„r h^-h' 't^d, x -. '! k r<:'.,000 nor v l] ^ wor." •.■ * ^mi,, n^p„t. ppt 1 ;-- 
v y, •■. :ni,H ] -;--''th.">r>fc,:»t£h>a.i-a--, ; nt «?to"^1rp- hat -Pat of *.f . Th!o 

yVd\ N > 1 ;,;t TT ,- ",..- r i, f ,,,yi y r ^-~ -,a--' with tlv- T^-ht oa ? ?.~p the pi •-:-■•; 
' -\^ ,y -Mrt.i-JiPt st.-yapa:i s+. Tpa-aai * d-ar--, ThP"o pa- -+h"T> , : a^ " "at j pp-i-i n 
a' ^. * /' i nr-ca.-i r in^p and. T ppopn-n +,ho oora.ra'iy ^itl at fhn .-;y? tapao 
PrTi tir-^a-'h fhp*Wap"idi dnpiy^. 

On vAur wp- haa 1 : I f-^nh 1+ wpip " iy "vi: to r--t- ^dod;d 



vhirii r»f thn h'-'irpu f ounrf-'t puu, oh or] . p? i •■ '-,M ■- f rp "P ep tp- t 

the wcr }r r *av l 'cl' ^0 h""rPopp"l p T hi~h 'r--t;pp, nn rt icnl fvojp pf Popp^i r- , 

Too •":* o "' v •"• tv^* , <"-p 

T fhlpr .". f opp; not. It- p^eesepprf tr lav tp-- tree 1 ' ^v--!- r>"^ of 
th „ h.^v;- onto -r f-'ir? at t.h' 1 n ? a.-p' F-! -; i ^i;;o uith +'-i--,-,r^~.;; 
or- a eh , Texerp').^ n,iirl . -p.-> if hf mittin;- nr frpo<~ i p tj-re *;eu ea^' - "P 

tape ovt the eplp pp RK Pot +0 pVLp?- + ^ ' tl'Pet *'0 '+ P '.•In 1 1 f , TM.P 

ppppp"t~.- PV.-.t 1 Y r '~!"-h '."'Ith P P Pp''' 1. ,~ ; '? tp P1.lt Pr-.vrp 1 p. a \"~ P ' ' -"' ' ' t '.70 I"" 

p ,-r re n+ che^t r 'p op py roach'' , The out 1 1 if four i. "• o p frr'i eo'. .-1 ^ "i p 

Pr p ;:pp.or ", ,?r P." OPr" + 'Kr- iymf" ^ , . f i P P. p P f "^ 1 . P "hi n tp. n 1 1 ^r^^npri.-l 

pp. iv>jr| n-p ppop o p i n ^ r e ,r, "a i r '"* up, PPt. fpn ■' nP p~" P.ppu. vi" 1 "], 
■ipt,11 yuu i ;r :v,!T',p T ""rn "■ ic th~ i^^pp-.' o -ppP.PP p*i p T pp.. or f , 
-pj_T-j:-.T ,--i ; -i* i.rip t e P of the three r>"Oi'P?. i pi' 1 ' p uu.tr i^np '"• rl rl •"*•'" a.+ oarh s 
If I h"'" 1 o cl ppP hr; !'"™ T ivovj.-i poor 1 "^1.1 n pop 7 of r-; -pil t :*: , T vpp p pf 
L.te fi 5. ''"iP'p'pP 1 h - t.": ->.-■ • pip th ""■■'•'„■ P. ■'- f > "P : ". j ;->'••- j. .., P?pp then I \~>nfi ~T[r~ 
nopor 5 , T ^Ivpf" p t p pi -. n , : -p cpttpp; ri w r> 41 ri -.=! n.ni:p p;« to ~0 '" , 
opnfp ;.v i pi 1 hhp li.inp, I '.''ip 1 r - n. m^-.Tt i Pi"i tp. v" 1 ,";'':'.'. tc pp'.p "p-fi r^ 
ppi.nt, A. T Ihppf pf pri't t^ ^e r n pon:1 }^^v.t a -'i'i^ fi-+h ; >^ ■■?•>+?-; 
"'-•I'lii-ip;; *f ? :i liip 1 of +>.' ?.i-5.'"i2'p' (i.x ".nnpbn : : ■< a^cptp--) nvcy'",^ t.hp 
0'nr""i-' .p t] 1 ^ M r ;h "• ^pp-t] ^ nnd short en inr +.bo cn:ir> otlcn Pith lbs 
WuPtb~i^":fp)»K pi 1 '- •"•-Tp- and with the R00V Joiner! .'- Jl. Joe -^ i ^f ;■. 
T ;1p ppt t.hip- 1 - t.h.o eop^ppp,' wpld ttoItp ap.v 2'""'oL rt^ ^p 1 ! pf th-ir 
qiinrt.pr p"fih'"« 1p* "lect 1pp2 . A a to ppptio\i ", n +. Iin :; re ■"•*.--,-. i>", 

.-_ -j +■?■,.-, r ,- ar ,- o-pnopf f'ir -nt " , ..;-.t ,r ' . Put I P'i" 1 *! t.pTp- With. " _.-r i 1 •,(-:■' + 

thi.p „ T,!r-, Pi/ini-!, n-i-io i»a • th" ! PP th^iT'ht t'h p e ^'""r "\ rrj ' o ^'ov.-t P';p f 

.»-,,.-, 17,;:- 111,;,.]-. ■!--.-. ■T a ;.,P-,.T s 

rnl-,,-, ^r,ppf_ •-] P 1 f ~ r 1P- t, Q f» p p f i pip-. v'J 1 ' VP r 't 1 ~P. t, ;| nfir. , T H PP +.0 

no out. in Oc.t,pp.-.p or-.-^ ^v:rr-'\hi<= "t 1 .;pp wt-r, pp'ip.f Fp.ppo-- ^ i!." ?"pi 
%iinc^ r in ,n Y way 6 T '-p to Hi^? ^e Hrnce ^.priop^r.w to -= r.a:" 1 ! - ° hri^^e. 

Xhorr' i q np e f«nt phc 111 ': the ?>*■' .p'-pvo"! tpnv'ljn-r fbpt, iip -] pp- *, 
.'•ccu'Tpprl Lo r " . rm " , e ^bannr?] n riprpion? j-o hirh, wo t " r ^n^ ^i 1 ";' 1 "p ^ '"' 
inw W p-!.^,.^ .-o thit jaa>'!';] in ;•".-. !'?h"' opl the iu 3 are '^ot cpp^Iup l'v- pp 
to tho riopfhp. to hi ""^ water. i--:"-» Chh-uites e em r- tip ^ at Tpp.o -• C i+ r 
Piop' a di PiP->:p-pp ■:■ of F to ]f •''•;.„ Pio-on ? Prp a? r pp.-? Pp., M u 3t . 
Loiu a the pTp- •-h-p-none If • p+ . . Vlvui •"■' ri f*'t '-ur pi^p in it. p»P1 
ocov' pp '" t ~' ^ •'•",?]•> "bolv'p "n thoP:"," 

pro'p' Fori M'P'tp''''' J fo -1 . lowe-1 f-'-pJ'p ?. in 1 ^ u-h flip KPppr apri ,.vep 
+ h,^ iivi'ie t...-p the Pr:v T!?p'--r pipr ar. , : tI +h.~'iOP fp t.h.o hp-pp 1 ;-f the 
Eerie, I exn^iue^ thte country y-rett.y thor^iphlf an^ ^bp ea x ief i^ * 
•that ehep." Q ^ ^.--p 1 n ho 'rn-h'-' tlvt. w:-^," % ^ fjreatpy hori^rit the vicr-l- nrri 
_., ra ^ n(i j -p c n c ,, Tr ,p rp.vrp, th.e Echo Canon to where it ontarc ''b r 
Weher anr 1 fplfee-pr! th, t ? ^t'oev thvcufh thp nevePt- to tn^ f^P J^'u 
Tr : .p r ,-- Ti-i.o i,ip ; n + p per -;h. th'^ Fohc 1 :'- Val?-'." , p was p j.-.o^I one ^nt at the 
r „ r ,, ow . ? p^ ra . ; c, p|-: ffi.ppi +. -ii/.-p to Pr-ep.t-- ana oippde^ «Ppp-? exa^natppoi 

Op; rsachin^ the v*?! 1 ?^* T FelToved the re'-rlar trevpl^e ;-o ■.' 
>n , m rp Salt Lehe. Cop^ra! Rpppppp » who ^a^ o ^':-^t, ^eal of en:P^-Pi,; : ' 
pp relation to the Voirr-r,^ qrp +bpip 'p.-PuPp of 1ivin~, waa ar't-n^ 
,j. /0 -v ^-t.-, po™ 1 -- of MneiP- 1 houp-p, W^ ppre to ia -^euh 1 . - hep.-"- whei-'o I 
happeno^ to -,ow the, oorf:-e niP w™ ."itorr.orl on tho >'lep of p-hi/'p 
,,-.^ r> a n-lgp: p n ""i.lh. T"'"-' ^o;"g?i in the heuee receiver', ur. vppy 
eopi^e 1 ".- "" ' hpruppt en' th- ^nv, r pup Reel ipp tpu, it. fouH 
n ,,+ do to +nV"> V-. the rijrcHSGior of -or^o\uipr vj f h th? w.rw. •-.■>- 
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fty<? people i inir.y in t,h? h r >n,Ge: that we could +. n j! i r chart .any thin," T"^, 1 + 
that, While w 1 i"err' eittino there f albino about the courf v, '' T end a ho tit 
what they rairC'i t ptc, and wa^'tr'ny for the rep of the nor a'-- to core, 
a 11+ tie bey nap-- in fror t.ho ad.ioininy ro.-.n\~ of the houae. Th?"-; 
wan a detb"] o-honse but there vn? no conn;- ction betwoer the two. A.e 
the little bej came in, ho ogde. a movement as then oh he wao noire 1 
tinker f ( n i )or i and tiv woman ?,sked, "rripirnia, what do v u vrart?" end 
Tiirmxp paid, "I an after father's clipperr. Mother cay? father in 
to stay with no thin week," Tb.le nettled the qu eat, ion with fMnera] 
Raw! iii. a an to the "net hod of their- llviny, • 

We had been without proton all the ray from the ^outk ;: f Weber' 
until we nf ruck one of the very hot npriryc where the- water -rp aerobe 
the rear! -'■•hieh we v,'P i "-e +oee,yeIliny J on. The darky driving th/~ ambulance 
war? very dry and he not dowri off of the wayor, and ran to thir Tittle 
Rtream for a drink. As he etofipod, oeno be th ~>f hie hands went into 
the hot water. Ho lumped up and said,, "La 1 ". Uaeee Rawlins! hell clone 
hv hero." Thn water in +hne sprinr; would boil on eyy in two miuutoa 
a ,, a w hil" the wafer did net -eeld. t.ho darby, .if soared him.. 
/ n ,-, hopt on to lalf Lake reach-Any, there en the 30th, 

Goueral fowl ins ,bel,ny the chief of etaff of Horeral H-ronf 
ar /| n-oneral H-rant heino a candidate for th° Pro t; i dene y 5 did net want 
to co'e-py'op"* ?,.-.. hieieeia or the Oooorel i-e eny way en the Mermen .nueefi on, 
which was than under- dioouesion nod re thorn fore -itched em- ?amp 
a f. f; r;:i renoiae which is up on a hip-h teb], ■■• to the "eyth-eaat --- p the 
iify and con^andincr a fiew of the city, '-"hfe we wo i-e he— th- 
Mermen authorities paid, every conrteey a¥ attention to H-enoral 
?aw n^ n-nt hr erlo' nn--t out once with thorn to the theatre and once 
fee a reception an* with eJ 1 their tuyere Af^m they could not draw 
HawXinn otrt . oawlkne was very dinlomafle, 

T h: , ve friven ¥.v„ Heeld'e iTT'orooioob of nab In 1 "'" 1 ar.d 1T "in- ay^efl 
.fully with him. After traveling thotip.or.dr: of -Alec oyer the duety 

fln3er t,o of the eernfry, thin Merlon e'lTy ■ with it* runniny- wafer in 
„ ver v et-eef, whor = P ve-r ya^d had r'rri t be it, with apricot", ripe at 
this time, wa- a -paradie.e to up, and jl was always coneido-ed a.e such 

h v ■ th e on "" i n e e r a s 

In ^TAt-iny tnne T raid: 



"^n-. ,-»•>-; nnp ^t r'i^e thia valley. and city aft^n ItpI-.^* tw- '-nan-Mi" 
ir: a. v/ild^r-'-^qp ^ he is very favorably i Tn or r, -v f, e * . 77 a wheat nt^ or* 41 
f : * LP ]^q yhioh covfir ^vei"' pwilal^ po'-tion ^f land ; it e 'nivha^-^i f 
■f 4 ne pr>rit-a and «'j ne r - an - - a] t y^-py n^a-" h-nt- i-y^-.-, ,, n~ fnrp^ ba fn"'?n!' 
with i' + ^ n?op]p and ? ,, ]l?' 7 o ( ' how "^rich ^i" the "a"''' "Jjibo-n wnn^ iir-ipp- 
in on'-" o+hpr cr-imtry, h" cannot ha,- an^thin^ tn^y" won] d indue a 1 " , i ,N ' ! 
j. r f.rittlo h^r-n . T !i"Vfi neon Pr^ aidant P ^ IMia^ 1 Y~vnn- , bin \r,riv°a 
and children and b!1 th-e din-pi tar 3 e? T ; nf a- vet T 'i?^ n-t =sfi.-=n a 
wn^sn i~»n+ what aeo^^-l en^t^nted bnt all an -ear '■ •' '■ - -'•■-- v/ind-i tha+ 
pr»l pyrrnr.17 f;or a r'"lir» -*f th n nast, and it ^ii"!, .^n^u-; tieo fall . 
y'~ 7« a -p capped at Ca" r n Pc'^lar f thne<-> pijjnri fpnm th-' 1 city, Th--. 

aa • f,n;ti]A^ r>ort]y ^a] 1 an -nr^MicaV-pi tihr\ F'-p'toi-in five tie 'Treat a+ tent i nn . 
.Kl ■ptptpha™ Yr . l;n „ w s , nt i,;n "''Bn^ 11 : -a a v^y~ -? jbalivf / Hie wi-f^ 

. /yaalj.a T ? e 1 no i 'y. r.f v too ".hifn' wa^' with hba „ T + io win" epa^-i -p- ^p 
/ ; +1-?,+, A^v-i ia already ha? a rival. Th " ?-.«"-^,i -> ? '- ai^araaoT o 5 '•'-•'aeidont 
/^ ,' Y^y.TT ">•'-• 'Tr*ii>->--. and yae* '-ao , the 1;it.y *t-> n , "tot,.-- I7-=ra^ ae l •- , an- all 

•Sine v 'n I" 1 ■' !.'•,■•'••"' , Th'" theatre la the hprt, I have pp f n f,|/ e "' t. 0* niii^a^o: 
.; bitten than r^-arp 3+ 7t , Tnnia and about the eie'- of 1s,! a" 1 a^bs , "'rw 

Yrplr. Tt ba°. the f'i'iest acenony,, apno.'.nt Tno nt n f "-a. that I ^a.ve. "fi-^!-: 
j equals an-" in 7 r '"~ Y^b, n-^-nidnob and bin danaiiter one aiN*<ra7pie , i t 1 "" -,A } r 

n-w and the rtoob company of npt.ivn talon-" ia exep17er+. '^ have been 
j twice; ^^ hi Tn a- Tafo and an the Advocate in the b-rt Hanee, 

■"vTy^o^v cot" to theat re ,— m en , wo^pn and children, A"P t^ede here i a 
t'^ 1 !.?:, an-apr no money, T hav° Reen whole eattle ,T, ent with not a 
hundred dollars in it. They yc lo 7v~>--bao o..,y pay ba rdryC ; to ehnaah 
' and pay i :J uuieiny *c . m ha mir-ben ob oh! 1 dren • I s oatoiiv:b i ,'' • • \\ 

":-j. y^yyu, :-'ij, T.-ao;; -''"I :=i ■<"•?. T-" of th.-> %e<-M^ •'a.;^; 

Vifiyo V,,-- -.)•. ire p '" a L. *" ";'t ' ' .'• " •- ":" d '•.'• ~ 7'iii t , <~ n t I 1 ~> "•"■^t t -^ ; r " •-]■>•! " -- ; r.r.O 

I.'ii-;. 7b'. '. 1-i..; and r: - YlV :b/n:i :-- eoi-ecially *'' br. i"--^ yy- ->- , t r yo.. » 

r/, r , ^ yli-fl-:!:, o~- "'"'.j'- '!-'^t -. ^ r i] p- ; •'' -.";. c H-v'-y :■• j T n ::,-.^" " , t, n c; -> 

''••-'j]- % ^-'.'j: j;; ny i-'t?" o.\ ^ a in.<~ t j trt i on, 

?ri--br,r Yu'Ui pi— o 1 - ' 1 ^ ^.--uj. '„ "n;,y\y .1;; that t -^- •■••-- w l 

,y~iob ^,,:+ ol y- rr-n-ty " ' '. ■ i'.,f ' . TT x^ test vc "lb.- 7 it p v .7 K 

-.' .,,,,,|,, , tt T T| c , -, ^ " fl'l. ' ]; . ^r.-,,-, ^ •- ■" .,.,,,.,, ^ . < r , ,, ,,- •, ".j ■ -;. ( 3 Hint 1, . 

-_p.1 ;"-, l' --^'•■" ;-; i :- ',y- ■■;-' r-. .- i^v v o'> b\: L . b;7 ■"•' .-••i:.-' 1 i ■?• -?'"■ -• -!V"n y- d 
i.y yo>" !.be'- ' U rboo^d i-- d^i.; , ;^''' L J ,b " y ' - ^ f y^-""': n^-- ^7% 7'. n" 1 
b" ^.i.t_ '.o'be- 7 Tt»:.--1, -;•! V'j/;7' Up hy :a;,-i/. ;_. 7f 7n- -^ioy 

• :•« i *-, ', ;,.- , ; ,• ' 1- ■ v ■? .. .1 ; V- nr- ■"! t 1"i ^ , - "> "" — O O '"vVV " A ~' '' ■'-.,," ->V'\- 

' ' - • ' ,1 *" o ' ■',';' ' ' • •' ■ '•' ' ' ' ' : " ' ""- i. *•' - Li u 

i... ^^p^ "xh.. n'O'" 11 --]pe n u t ^rn'7^ It •,"+ n :- -■ t . w .p t '; : fb ,: ,'"n- •'■•'p- : i 

and th -■■'•■. i-y .■.-■T]nu^,7 l ami -io"''' al "< *"?■"■'>?■ -"•' > '■ ' v ' : ■'. t 1 "*-"- . o-- " 
doiion wj-'aj e - +1 r\; ■•-"'••? od -.id c^m^d "-rp'.n^l^ b". " refiV»s lo ,^-'77 
al a v.-^-y-t-i j.. 7- !;.,-■ rva '• ^iL 1 ' tdv- 1 mia;-,// 

/"~ Tho t-^miiI v7 : v"'' '7'io 1u 77 I M"^ ^a aoLor. 7 , ;y , '7 ; a^ 
ynni,7 Uo '.oM,-,, ;;■•'-*<■ 7-:... .; I •;-'u7:.' "w0o7 : ■ -bo 

i-.'u-a- a-- 1 d'! 1 - 1 -o.-b-,, .-fjaar at tbr--> od-^ty ^d-i n-7 A ~c,. j;/ 



/ ;."..>•■■■ -.■u-a- a--' p-" 1 - 1 -o.-b",, .-i'Jaer q t , t :-r--> yo-a-y v'.^^,^ j^ 'c.V'" 1 
/ -P! !,ho -'fry •'!„ od7"raO'- \r 'oi' Co' J1n -" ".'.ia f-b'": ""'-"a ba-, 
f tn.a'a + h- T o;d7a b- v - "? J.aya t-.r.-i 1 : l. ~ H-';m » ^1 ,_ an- T -a>7i 



ji-ii- vt'V'"-. + d-"->-\ * •-, b-y",i.." 



.^ H - , -, - ,. , ■ --, R - ,,.; ; , J; - ,-! + 



yn_ oi yy a- Mi..-"- 1 - " J A b • ;•/ 7-av 1' 4 ^>~ ^b-- nJ ->a am all pa ; .pa \; --i" 
u ia, 1 -i I ; • ri ; " -'-^ii . "b'-'t.yv: iid a"l, 
' "," ' T r \ ' ■•".?- :..: ^:-£niriw-.. 7 » 7ba . ; "b ^ ' K [ b'o7 I 

p ^Z,,,.,. ' r ,. ^~iy;,;y b.-ai •; hi;- b-n-d :- -•■•- -'-ta-i.y -y' 1 L. 7 •■ •' ^ a :--"a-l 
sboat^of ay,r ! l" 1 ' 'u^ RK'a; rvi V"-", 'vn d lo yy L ' ■:. r» t i J b.» la" 
■ -, ■'■«T"_ f .v: a.,.- '.v.-..f--illL.^ v7 M 1: .-'ill. 

Pl\,r*y-aa '?t.-.J "ijl:;J \a-:'1 tb - c.-nsP;-p' t : , b' H 1 " 'yO: the-. P 
v .;M- ; j _.., i r -; ,- -i "oniy, ■ ' :.,": "•■ ? .'iv: _ai + v7"' "' L , b'-^n '.\-;; u-'dV: - mand 
thr t " a "•■ •■' a;, pio.i'; ct.e ' ^^ r ai - - a , " 

,., ■., rl .,, ! ;..- y-n ; ]./:, - v-o'. - -7 ^-.a,-,, : r ., t , -. .-y - 

Lb, y.m.o-b : . 17,7a ~9))iL*l£* & % ty- 

»"-,M", .•••■■; . -I7a: a"' 1 -"p --!].-•- ■-. -' " •' i" " " ' ; '^ v: •• - -•-. ■■- 



vh.it -•■";, } '-->ad -/^Cn aH7 ito'" b ; a--- f -- :> 



bony---; e 77.. -. :> a-^'abb " a'l 1 then T -b-T 1 
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^ bend and pour out a stream of pure sparkling water, the finest I 
ever drank . Prom the summit, which is .only a few feet above the 
Bear River Yalley, between, that valley and. the §mhk!t s I could stand 
and look across and. -see the willqa>Son the port leuf which, runs into 
the Snake, showing there -was' no obstacle from passings the rim of 
the baain without any heavy grade. From Bear liver Valley, there 
are several openings -to Snake River, known as Marsh 's Valley, the 
Port leuf gap, and Black foot gap;.. 1 examined them all, and. all 
are feasible for any road running: north or south. 1 selected- the 
Blackfoot route, and pushed, over to the waters of Snake River. After 
passing the north rim of the basin the country changes, the valleys 
beoome more level, wider, and more luxuriant in the growth of Vege- 
tation* The northern slopes of the mountains are finely timbered. 
The streams are full of fish- -salmon, trout, &c. . The Snake River 
mountains and Bear River mountains run out spurs north and south 
extending north to Snake River Valley. They are high and. precipitous. 

The" streams 'draining" them' and 'flowing north 'to "Snake 'River "are" all' 

divided, and. separated by the spurs of these mountains. There is 
no difficulty in "following the valleys, of any of the streams into 
Snake River Valley » but when you undertake to cross 'the country at 
right angles to the drainage, it is an impossibility. The mountains 
are so high and the distance in which to overcome them is -so short, 
lhat no one would think of Endeavoring to get west through this 
country from the South Pass by any line north of Hodge's 'Pass', 
latitude 41° 41' » via Bear River Valley, The entire feasibility 
of a railroad from several points; on our line to Snake River valley, 
and thence to Montana, Idaho, Oregon and Washington territory,, was 
fully demonstrated. It would be by far the best line from. the 
Atlantic to the pacific »' would avoid the high elevation of the Wah~ - 
-sfcfech and Sierra Nevadas, with their heavy grades, and troublesome 
snows, and no doubt ere long it will beco«© the graat through route 
'from the northwest, and control the trade /.and traffic of the Indies. 
*k. then we reached, the waters of the Snake, it was at Gray's Lake. 
^ there had been heavy fires in the: mountains which had driven out . - 
a great many of the grizzley bears who were in and about the Lake» 
I immediately cautioned all the soldiers and everyone connected wltfi 
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party, under no circumstances, to hunt them or shoot 'at, them, for I ■ 
knew they were a troublesome animal for anyone to handle unless 
they were thoroughly posted. 

Having satisfied myself as to the approach to the Pacific 
by this route over which in a latter day the Oregon Short Line 
was built, I .turned East,, with the South Pass as an objective 
point and cpossed into Salt River Talley, followed it to its source, 
camped on the evening of September 14th at its head, preparing to 
make an effort jbro ofoss the mountain ranges between it and Green 
River* ' ' 

- Before climbing this ridge. General Rawlins, not feeling well, 
1 had gone ahdad with our camp equippage and pitched our camp at 
,\ the top of the mountain. As we., raked away, the snow, we found plenty 
fj of mountain strawberries under it. 1 also saw signs of the "bear 
there. After pitching our camp, 1 went back to see about getting 
our train up- this mountain ridge. We had to put out our prolong©:: 

ropes 'to help' 'the" mules "up with: the "infantry. ""About four' o'clock, 

after 1 saw the train well along, 1 returned to the camp with my 
guide/Sol Gee^ .1 missed Rawlins and Dunn. The, rest of the men 
with ffie were back with the train. I asked .the cook where Rawlins 
was and he said- he thought they. had gone out after a bear as a bear 
had passed, there and they followed him. J told Sol Gee to get his 

..vv rifle and 1 got mine and went after them. We had not gone very far 

■ • . ■ ' W 

before I heard two shots. 1 said to Gee, Wr Phos #Vf fools have shot 

at that bear and if they have not killed him, we will probably 
see-thtm coming this way," It was' but a few minutes until we saw 
Rawlins and Dunn coning towards. camp and the bear following them, 
1 said to G-ee, who. was a .very _ fine shot, to hold hi a fire and that 
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I would, get the attention of the bear and would shoot at him, but" 

if 1 did not mW'hlm, for Sol Gee to be sure to get him # Gee 

looked on very anxiously, Rawlins and Dunn passed us. I saw that 

the Bear was wounded but' traveling very fast, ' As soon as he saw 

me, he started towards me rather slowly* 1 drew on him and fired 

but hit him too far baok„ H e kept on coming. I stood my ground 

and Gee shot at him, hitting him between the eyes and dropping him, 
When Rawlins and Dunn came to where the bear lay, Rawlins, with no 
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choice language began to abuse himself and Dunn for having disobeyed 
my order, lathing I could say or" do seemed to mollify him,,,. He 
thought that he and Dunn ought to be* executed then and there . We 
called the "boys from camp, had the bear skinned, taking his paws 
and everything-, I gave .the hide to Rawlins and the paws to Dunn, 
General 'Rawlins had the hide cured and at one time had it in his 

^ office when he was Secretary of : War. . THaile this' was a dangerous 
Experiment, it was a .good lesson to all. the rest, for there is no 
telling what' would have become of Rawlins and Dunn if we had not 
happened 4pfi#*«t» camp. ^ Mr We w did. ' ' ; 

The next day, upon ascending the mountains, it commenced- 
snowing, and for severll days we struggled over the mountains in 
blinding snows, our sto.ok without feed, and our trains often hauled 
up the mountains by the infantry , The road was horrible, and it had 
to be built by an advanced pioneer corps. At one time it looked 
very much as though we would be : entirely blocked up by the heavy 
| (/ snow that -was falling. We crossed seven, distinct ranges, and on 

rt / the 19th succeeded in getting part of our troops down into the 

Piney, a tributary of Green ' river, a portion of our train having 

been left on the last mountain and the stock driven forward to 

obtain grazing. The mountains are very high and precipitous, with 

very few passes over them, Ther are covered with fine forests of 

pine. The valleys lie deep, and the streams find their way through 

them by long, narrow canons, that man or best can hardly penetrate . 

During' the high-water season most of the streams would- afford 

sufficient water to run logs from their sources to Green river. The 

heads of the Piney, La Burger, Bitter Rootf White Clay, Marsh, 

Horsehead, and, 'other tributaries of Green River and lew Pork, have 

heavy forests of pine and spruce, and we shall have brought to our 

line try way of Green river an immense lumber and timber business 

from this region. These pineries lie frop 100 to 150 miles north 

•■'of our crossing of Green River,.; and that rivel? during nearly all 
1 ; 

the spring and summer months affords sufficient water to run ties, 

logs &c. to our crossing, - 

After reaching Green river we struck north, of west acorss the 

country to the base of the Wind ; River Mountains, following them to the 
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South pass, and entered the Sweetwater mines, this year discovered ■ . ' 

and opened. The Indians had "been so "bad that verjr little prospecting, 
had been done. A few quartz veins had Been opened* Only a district 
of country some 20 miles in diameter has been prospected, antl $MP"' : ^m* 
yields of gold have already been obtained. The mines we visited 
were those on the tributaries of the Sweetwater, at • the eastern base 
of the Wind River mountains, the head of Wind river, and the Porpogies. 
I have no doubt but that this belt of country is a continuation of 
the gold belt discovered by me ; in 1865 on the Big Horn Mountains, ' 
Powder River an-' 1 Black Hills. When developed it will support an 
immense population and bring to . the traffic of the road a business 
that today cannot be estimated, : Portions of this country are sus- 
ceptible of cultivation* The valleys of Wind river, Porpogies, Big 
Horn and the eastern base of the Big Horn maintains are favorite 
wintering places of the Indians. 

The principal mines opened here was known as the Miner's 'Delight 

and the miners got together and : gave us a lunch® They also made 

a present to Rawlins and msyelf : of a claim on the Miner's Delight 

Ledge, At this lunch there was ' plenty to eat and drink,, which was 

bad for my outfit. The miners here told me that the Indians were 

I very bad along the Sweetwatar and that I must be very careful. 

I wished to get away from this eafflp as soon as, possible and about 
four o'clock, I moved out, but when we started I could not find my 
chief guide, Sol Gee, and knowing his love of' liquor, I had no doubt 
he was laid out some where, 1 left Major Dunn who. was a great 
friend of Sol, to find him and bring him to us, but if he 'did not 
find 'him in a very short time, to join us because there was Indians 
on the tfoad and it would not do I for them to come on later in the 
day. 1'paid no farther attention to Sol and moved out eight or ten 
miles, finding' plenty of Indian- signs bn the way. -We went into 
-camp and to my astonishment, Dunn and Gee weee not with us. It 
was then dark and I said to lawlins that 1 felt I ought to go back 
after Gee and Dunn and I took the squad of cavalry with me and went ; 
up the road.' When I got about three miles, I heard the crack of, a 
rifle, then of another and the shfcfcs seemed- to come towards us„ 
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1 thought it must be Indians "but: to make sure, 1 told Adams, who 
was with me, to call on 'to the" Indians and. see-»if he got an answer, 
but the answer came frota Gee and : we • found Dunn and Gee ahead of, 
us coming up the road» They thought we were Indians and Gee said, if" 
they got behind" a c©$ple of- boulders and shoot, the Indians would, 
get off of the road and they could get "to -dmy.1 was graft if ed to 
find Dunn and Gee safe. 1 asked :-Dun*i why he" did not obey my orders 
I 7 and he said, "Well, General, Sil : waa not in' a condition to travel 
and I did not have the heart to- leave him,, l' sobered him rip aid 
as soon as he could sit on a horse, I brought him along and he is 
alright now. 

The Wind River mountains on the north and west, and the Big 
Horn on the eait, form an immense park, sheltered ■from the cold winds 
and heavy snows of that country, -while the Sweetwater valley that 
borders this country on the south is generally for from three to five 
months in the year impenetrable on account of the deep snows. In, June, 
■ "the prospectors' informed «e, they crossed' the' Willow and"" Sweetwater 
on snow bridges. An examination of the Sweetwater valley and adjacent 
country convinced me that the opinion of this country that 1 had always 
advaneed was correal— .that it was; Iiljjprao ti cable for a railroad, the • 
routes south having lighter work and easier grades, while, even if 
comparing favorably with the Bitter Greek route or the Bates route, 
its winds and depp snows would drive us from it; and the further fact 
was to be considered, that after crossing the divide of the continent 
here, we would be forced as far south as Hodges' s .pass, latitude 
41° 40* or Echo canon, to get a feasible route west, so that nothing 
would he gained by following the valley of the North Fork 'Of the 

Platte and the Sweetwater, with its high foot-hills and numerous 
0anons . -Mm* -kls0 f io .-™>* ^p^^/pr*"""*"^ u..»*!**?*ee*tj-<tf.f 

We followed down the Sweetwater with our trains, while I examined 
■the country to the south, crossing over to/ the northerly point of the. 
Red Basin, to Bates' line and connectsd there my reconnoissanoe with 
my westward trip, ' 

.The ^jtA,%B\^\M:'k plains extend to within 10 miles of the South 

pass, and are for the entire length of the Sweetwater valley only 

: ■ f 
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10 to 20 miles off. Ill en we got near the mouth of the Sweetwater, I 
met some mln rs who told me there was a body of Indians just through 
the Whiskey Gap of the Seminoe Mountains; that they had wintered in 
these mountains, I knew these were the Indians who had made all .the 
difficulty during the past season (who had killed Clark and Brown) and 
1 thought here was a good opportunity to strike them and General Rawlins 
was willing so 1 gave Captain Mizaer orders to take his company of Cavalry 
and go to the south end of the gap and reach there by daylight, while 
1 would take the company of infantry and the rest of the command and 
follow down the Sweetwater and go into the north end of the Gap, and we 
would probably surprise them. 

i sent guide Adams with Mizner, but they had quite a distance t 
go around, were dilatory in their movements and the Indians got word of 
them and got out long "before we got there, which was a great disappoint- 
ment to me. 

After passing through the Gapj we saw some buffalo some two or 

three miles off to our left, Ea'wlins was very .anxious to have a chase 

after- some buffalo, had been during the whole, trip, and I finally agreed, • 

again nt my. own judgment, knowing that these Indians were in this vicinity, 

\ J I put the train and the cavalry on. the trail leading from Seminoe Gap 

&\ to the Yampa and White Elvers, which crossed our: -trail west where Rawlins 

Springs is -located, 1 gave them- instructions that if they saw any smoke 

signs from us or heard us shoot , to come to us iimmediately and for them 

to keep out flankers on their left to watch for us. I knew the buffalo 

would drift away from the train because the wind was blowing from the 

train and we had to make a long detour to the East to get to the windward 

of the buffalo. Just after we got to the windward of them, on a high 

ridge, 1 discovered a bani of Indians in a hollow between us and the 

before 
buffalo. How they had escaped my view, 1 do not know. The Indians 

had not yet seen us but 1 knew we were in danger. I therefore set a ffere, 

dismounted my men and put my best shots in, between me and the Indians, 

moved on down the ridge, hoping that 1 had given such particulars 

that the cavalry would see ;^, Is we moved along, 'the Indians followed us 

but keeping at rifle distance from us* They did not seem to have discovered 

my train. The buffalo fled before both of us and none of us got a 

shot at them. Finally, after travelling two -or three hours down the 
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ridge, which was lading towards the North Platte River and away ' 
from the train, the cavalry saw tfaw smoke and came, towards us but tfa,ey 
were a long distance off when they started* The Indians saw the , 
Cavalry before we did and. when i saw the Indians turn around and 
- start towards the Seminoe' Mountains again,, i made up my mind that the 
I 1 Cavalry had seen the smoke and were coming towards us, I could not 
tell how many Indians there were in this band as they were very much 
scattered hut there were several small bands of" them and 1 would 
judge there was a hundred or more ; of them* 

When the Cavalry • got to us,' Rawlins said he would not take me 
off on any more buffalo hunts in an Indian country. V 

We got hack to the ( train and camped at Red Butte Springs on 
what was known as the El^fz-e Hoad or Trail, The next day I. struck 

: - ' ;?*-.,-:■ •'•'•'" 

Bates and Appleton*s trails and their line and moved w«s|» crossing 



the West Range of the Hat tlesnafrt Hills, Jf«ast of the Worth Pork of 
the Platte. 1 pushed through here on the Blickeasderfer and Sey™our 
trail which' they made going East over a pass known as the Sandy 
Pass Gap or Fremont Pass of 18#9.; -Having visited this section of ' 
the ground "before, I was familiar, with it' and stout* last as far 
as possible, meeting Mr* Bates' party at Lu»bard's Spring and Mr. 
Maxwell *s party on the forth Pork; of the 'Platte so»e eight miles south 
of the Medicine Bow, Messrs. Bates and Maxwell were seeking outlets 
to their lines west of the Rattlesnake. Hills and had no means of reach 
ing a connection except by the canon some 10 miles north of Brown's 
Crossing or by Sandy Gap, both. of which 1 considered impracticable. 



but as Mr, Maxwell had obtained a 



very' good line over the eastern 



f%nge of the Rattle Sanek Hills with light work and easy grade, I 
instructed hi» to make a connection with Brown's line tafc by way' of 
the canons and with Bates' line by way of Sandy gap, and locate on 
the best line east to the crossing of the Medicine Bow. Mr,. Bates 
was instructed to continue his surveys and aake, connection by the 
way of Sandy Gap on the West and M ediclne Bow Valley on the last, 

Mr„ Bates had been devoting, the past three weeks to a recon- 
noisance of the country with pacfc mules, between the Medicine Bow 
River and the North Pork of the Platte, following up Kellogg' s 
Pork and Bates's Fork and also had given the North Fork of the 



~6?S- 
Platte canon, through the Black Hills an examination Seymour and Blick- 
ensderfer had recommended. He reported' 1 ;the country high, "broken and 
Impracticable for any railroad line* 

Leaving my escorts here, 1 pushed on over the line run by 
Maxwell to an examination of the line north of Cooper Lake, which I had 
ordered to be run by 0*Neil s from Port Sanders to '"'Hook Creek,"" connecting 
with the Brown line there or at the Medicine' Bow. He found this line 
feasible and practicable, and 1 ordered it to be located. 1 pushed on to 
the Black Hills to look at the lines over there which had been in dispute 
ever since 1 left. Evans, Maxwell, O'Neill and Reed opposed the lines 
Seymour had run but the company apparently had followed Seymour's advice 
to a certain extent. I found that work had been done on three separate 
lines and as 1 considered this one of the most important lines of the 
road„ and as the controversy is an interesting one, 1 will "take it up 
from its beginning and give a consequitive story of it. 

1 have given one of Seymours letter when we were at Cheyenne 
in relation to some of the changes which he suggested. 

On July 17, 1867, 1 wired Oliver Ames and Jesse L. Williams, 
Government Directory that 1 could obtain a line from the summit of the 
Black Hills with 90 ft, maximum grade; could obtain- same maximum from 
Grow Greek to summit at a considerable less cost'. 1 recommended that ' . ' 
it should be done, 

-On the same day, Mr, Seymour wrote me as follows: 

Cheyenne. 

w l have the honor to inforWyou, on Wednesday 'the ICth instant, 
that, after a careful examination of the line from this place to 

• ' station 1200 (westerly over the Black Hills range) 1 had become 

satisfied that a maximum grade of 8.0 ft, per mile could be adopted to 
the ground at about the same expense at 90 ft,, the present ruling 

r grading; also that, in my opinion, the- line at station 090 (where" 
the high bridge occurs which crosses- a branch of Lone Tree) could 
be so changed as to avoid the bridge, without material additional 
expense; also that the force of from 80 to- 100 men and a large 
number of teams -now employed by the Company in the vicinity had been, 
and were row, doing work that, in my opinion, would be of no value 
upon the line, if changed in accordance with my suggestions; also 

. that I would be happy to accompany you over the line as soon as you 

could make it convenient to do so, and point out such changes as I had 

: to suggest, both with reference to the ruling grades and the avoidance- 

: of the high bridge, 

j '"'' .. Jta the morning of the 11th, finding that you were not prepared 

j_ to examine the line with me, 1 returned to the Carmichael Ranch 

j and have since followed the line to the summit of Evans* Pass, and 'am 

; .happy to inform you that, in my opinion, no serious obstacle occurs 

: -to a reduction of the aaximum ^rade from 90 to 80 ft. per mile' on the 
• western slope of the Black Hill range. 

• , * I trust that it will be useless to argue with you the' Treat 
; advantage of _ making this change incase it shall be found pratciabie. 



100 passengers and twenty tons of freight ; to every train that passes 
over it. The additional value to the company of tiie 80 ft. grade 
• cannot, in my ipinion r be less- than' a quarter of a million dollars, 
I would therefore urge upon ylu ;the' importance of running immediately 
•a' carefully located line- w|th a maximum grade of 80 ft.' per mile 
(or 1.5 ft, per 100) for tfia purpose of instituting a comparative 
estimate 'of its cost as comp%red with a 90 ft. 'maximum. I would 
also suggest that while -this is being done, the force employed by 
Mr. Oaraaichael whould he employed only upon such portions of the 
line as would not he effected "by the change. 

, Through the assistance of Mr, Kurd, Div. Eng. on Construction, 
with his small party of .two, and: a fiO-ft. tape measure, I have run 
an experimental line from station 975 westward (which avoid! the high 
bridge) and the level and transit notes of which 1 now hadn you in 
order to enable you to make a comparative estimate of the cost of 
the two lines. I would recommend the adoption of ay line (with 
such improvements as it is susceptible of) .at an additional present 
cost of from f 75 ,000 to $100 f 000;. 1 think that even a better line 
than the one 1 ran ean be obtained by further carefu" engineering, 
but my facilities were too limited to allow of^ any further experiments 
of a satisfactory nature. The line which I ha^ you brings into use 
more of the work already done than any other that I could suggest,, 

On following the line from the eroding of OrowOreek to a 
point some two miles west of the. .coo a sing of Dale Creek, I was im- 
pressed with the idea that the engineer in making the location had 
sacrificed too much of grades and cost to alignment, and that by 
the introduction of more frequent curves of easy radius, the cost 
may be materially reduced. The adoption of this principle, withint 
reasonable limits, is most certainly justified in a country where 
the surface in ©very direction is generally rock of the hardest 
character.. Som. weeks before leaving lew York, I wrote to you .re- 
questing that 1 might be furnished, upon the present trip, with a 

■■detailed ■■■nap ■■■showing alignment, .and. topography . of. ..the ...line, up ..the 

Lodge Pole and over the Black Hills. Such a map would have facili- 
tated my examinations very much,; and might possibly have, led my mind 
in some cases, to different conclusions." 

On July 20, 1867, I received another letter from Silas Seymour 

"as follows: " yCk*ye»n*, 

"Tour note of the 17 th, instant in reply to mine 'of the same 
date, with reference to changing the maximum grade 'from 90 to 80 ft. 

-per mile, over the Black Hill range of the Kooky Mountains, was duly 
received, from which, and subsequent conversations with you, 1 infer 
that you do not favor any change; in the preaent location, and that 
you think that a maximum grade of 90 ft. per ^ile is 'the best,' 
under the circumstances, thfct can be adopted ;• aleo that you would 
not recommend the Company to incur any additional expense in 'reducing 
the maximum from 90 to 80 ft. per mile.. 

You have, however, very kindly placed Mr, Maxwell, Asst. Engr. - 
and party under my direction, for the purpose of making such examin- 
ations in the field, etween this point and Fort Sanders, as 1 may 
think proper, with reference to a change of line. Although the 
personal superintendence of these surveys, does not, in my opinion, 
come within" the legitimate sphere of my daties as Consulting Engineer 
of the Company, and will interfere somewhat with my proposed plan 
of accompanying you over the line to Salt Bake, yet 1' consider the 
matter of the grades of immediate find primary importance to the 
company; and on the decision of iwhich will admit of no delay inasmuch 
as contractors are now at work upon some pSrtions of the line involved 

'■"in the change of grade, and others will soon be upon the ground. 

I have, 'therefore, concluded to ;avail myself of the services of 
Mr Maxwell and party as soon as he can be placed at my disposal, 
and will immediately prepare the necessary instructions to guide him 
during my absence to Bridgers Pass and. back to this place, with Mr. 
Blickensderfer. . . ' ««««<.* 

In the meantime, I will endeavor : ' : tib communicate with the Presi- 
dent of the Company to Hew York 9l and obtain his views and those of 
Che Directors, with reference to the amount of present additional 
expenditure that the company would be 'willing to incur in order to 
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effect the proposed change in maximum grades. And I would like very 
much to have, you lay your, views : of . the ' question before the President, 
at the same. time, so that he -may have all the information possible 
before him while considering the question. 

1 understand that yon have ordered the change of line, sug- 
gested In my letter of the- 17th j so as to avoid the high bridge 
over the branch of Lone Tree Greek at at ion 900, and have ordered 
the construction fore© under Mr* Oarmiohale to commence work upon' 
the new line, all of which 1 have no doubt will be approved by the 
company. 1 have so much confidence that the company will deicde 
t»o change the location from the -present lime to the one which ' I 
recommend, involving a maximum of only 80 ft, per mile, that I will 
ask you to notify the engineers; in charge of construction to abstain 
from doing any work, for the present, upon such portions of the line 
as 1 shall notify them may be changed by the new location, and 1 will 
see that no delay in the; prosecution- of the work is occasioned by 
such orders." 

On July 24th, 1867, 1 fff§§ Mr. Sidney Dillon ,,jis follows; 

'I want answer to my dispatch to company about change of line 
and grade over Black Hills. 1 must push west. The Indians hold 
country from here to Green River and unless I get out there we will 
fail in all our plans for 1868. ; Brown, chief of party west of here,, 
killed yesterday after fighting ;two hours and losing his stock." 

On July 26, 1867, 1 received the following from Oliver Ames: 

Grade .one .hundred and sixteen feet.. Answer. Nothing must 
delay progress.* 

This dispatch was so ambiguous that 1 could not tell exactly 

-what it meant- -but -it ■■indicated- -to lie- -that 1 ■ could use-- -any- grade- that - 

would save work, but 1 knew thesre was no necessity of a line over 

the Black Hills more, than 90 feet and did not propose to put in 'any 



other. 

ttl7. 



.? 



On 3kly.-26th, Mr. Antes wrote me the following letter: 



"We received your telegrams saying that you could make an SO 
foot grade at $200,000 extra cost, and telegraphed you that the grade 
of the charter ( 116) feet would answer. We did not have sufficient 
data to be able to decide the question. 

. The great desire of the country is- a rapid completion of this 
road and we do not wish to delay the work by any very heavy cuts, 
when we can do this work after the roads gets in operation. When 
we are running the road we can reduce grades but to get it running 

we will make the grades in all places, if it will. more rapidly com- 
plete the work, at the maximum grades allo\?ed by the charter . 

Durant and his friends are- endeavoring 'to injure your and our 
standing before the country by calling us slow. I don't wish to be 
liable to that charge by attempting to reduce grades to delay the 
work* Let everything be pushed aheai as fast as, possible, " 

On July 31, 1867, 1 received the following letter from Govern- 
ment Director, J. L. Williams: - , >*' Hf )f\yme, 

."Yours of the 21st inst. came today, and by same mail one from 
Col. Seymours, 15th of July. 

Your telegram abaut 80 ft. ; grade never came. I was not aware, 
that a revision of the line over the Black Hills was in the program© 
or I should have been still more an xious to go out. It is all right 
if the line can be improved, but, as I have said to Col. Seymour in 
a note by this mail, we should look 'also, as no doubt both of you 
will, to alignment and .directness and not too much add to distance 
and Qi|fvature» A Judicious medium should be observed, You suggest- 
that- : |jjl ft. grade on west slope ;could be had with increase of 2 .l-2' : ." ;! 



miles distance. That .Increase; 1 think would "be quite too great for a 
saving of 6ne ninth in the rate lof ascent,' ' ' - 

I have never advised an -undue shortening of the line, at ■ 
expense of grade or cost, for the purpose' of lessening the Government 
Subsidy to the injury. of the working of the road.- Yet with $48/900- 
per mile the Government Bight find ground to -sub-lease any marked or - 
injudicious elongation of the line to." avoid grading that is only 
moderately expensive. The work ; should be located upon sound prin- 
ciples. Of course, if the getteral slope of the mountain is indicated 
to 80 ft. grade,, it should "be adopted, but I desire to guard against 
a forced reduction at too great ;a sacrifice in ali^iment and distance. 
You and Col, Seymour can judge of this. 

The . avoidance of a ^long and high bridge span at Lone Tree is 
well if feasible. Such a bridge on the mountain is a bad feature. I 
wrote you a wetk ago., care of Mr. House, in regard to your employing 
Mr. Webster or so rate other experienced engineer 'on the finished road. 
I told Mr* Dillon that -such an engineer was needed. 

1 expect 'to be last from 10 th to 20th of August j letters h :re 
will be forwarded; write often. \ 1 might have added the. consideration 
that if you must adopt 90 ft. or over at Rattlesnak Pass the reduction 
at Black Hills is somewhat less : import on. t. The case is not exactly 
as the one at Omaha. I am. very much gratified 'that you have nothing 
over 35 ft. east of Crow Creek . 

Oan it be true that Mr* Brown has been killed by the Indians? 
1 thought his a valuable young man." 

As I travelled West, 1 recieved )#H*earsS and telegrams from the 

Engineers who were making surveys over the Black Hills, that the 

changes were detrimental to the line and 1 became very anxious and 

" very 'much alarmed" and kept "communicating "With lew- fork' in relation 

to it* and on August 1st, 1 received the following telegram and 

letter from Oliver Ames in answer to one I had sent him on July 

sot.h-.iff: ■■■■ ■ -^y^; 

"Let the line be located, and under contract immediately." 

"1 wrote you yesterday in -answer to your letters of July 20th 
from Crow Creek. We are ■ in receipt today of one of July 11th from • 
some plaae in which you express '■& fear that Blickensderfer may take 
all summer to make his decision. -This will be unfortunate for us, 
as' 1 hoped he would have -felt the importance of an early decision 
of this question, that we might : have the liberty to issue our bonds 
in advance for the- mountain regions. 1 hope you will suggest- to him 
that the road is in actual need of ah early decision of this : matter - 
if it is to be pushed with the speed that the peopld of the country' 

require* 

1 said 'to you yesterday that we. wanted to complete the road 
as far west as possible this season, and that any grade or curve 
within the limits of 'our charter might be adopted to hasten the- work. 
I do not, of course, mean by this that you should put in a heavy 
grade or short curve merely to save a little money, but to save time 
so that the grading may at all times if possible "be ahead of track- - 
laying; 'and we shall not merely ^for a feood alignment run into heavy 
cuts that will stop the progress of the track for months. Our ^ repu- 
tation today depends upon rapid constructions. When the road is 
completed we can improve the grades and imrvef though it will be a 
heavy additional cost. . : . 

■ ' Your call for engineers will be answered as ,-soon as we .can 
secure the right men. A Mr. Mansfield C a son of a gentleman who 
got up our pamhplets advertising our bonds) who 'has had cons- iter able 
experience in the Rocky Mountains we have applied to, and who has 
an application for a place on the road, but have not yet gotten his 
answer. We will be able in a few days, 1 think to get the right 
sort of men; of young and' inexperienced men we -have any quantity 
on-#ijplications» and I have been working over*" the large .file of 



applications here for places as _engineers on our road, but they 
all peem to be too old now to answer . I have in view a very good 
locating engineer and have written 'him but he has not yet answered. 

In your urgent need -of ..men why not take House and some of 
the men from the office until you get supplied with competent engin 
neers, to do and loeate the heavy work of the mountains' and to look 
after the con struct ion you want men of experience and not the class 
that might have looked after the work on the Platte Valley." 

On August 3rd, Government Director, J. L. Williams , wrote me 

as follows: - ' >/. , v,, 

"I wrote you 'a few days, ago to Port Bridger, in arils wen to 
yours from Cheyenne. Of course, 1 will not be misunderstood in 
regard to lowering the maximum ; grade on the Black Hills. ■ 1 am in 
favor of it if a careful examination on correct engineering 
principles shall indicate it as proper. Col. Seymour has large 
experience in- close investigations of this kind- more than I 'have - 
and it is well that he has, undertaken a thorough re- exam mat ion, for 
which he is very competent. 1 meant to suggest -a caution, ?#hich 1 
presume is itan«e©ssary, against too much in and out curvature to 
avoid rock cutting; and fills of only moderate cost. We must expect 
to encounter some- work in the mountain section and with a mountain 
subsidy, fhe colonel no doubt- will present his maps and profiles 
to the Board and then I shall be better fitted to advise, l am 
against' an undue increase of; distance. Figures and' estimates ought 
to show, just how much .to increase distance and curvature for 10 
Ft, lower grade. - ; ^ 

' I start on the 5th to lew o^k'i' Bo$rd meets ~nn the 15th » 
What will you do for experienced -Cocating engineers in place of 

■■■those valuable, mm ■killed "by the. Indians-? - -1 -f§aF---i .shall -become .an 

Indian .hater. Has not the .race; fulfilled its ...mission , on the earth?" 

On August 5, ''186-7, 1. received another lett er from Mr. Ames in 

answer -to mine of 'July 31st, as- follows; v* . r i- 

'f[ortklskstoh 

"1 am in receipt of your 'favor of July 2.1st,. and also letters 
from Seymour in reference to location of line* to avoid high 
bridge over Dale Creek and make; other changes that he thinks will - 
lessen the grade and not in crease the cost. It is, of course, 
desirable to fio. this;- but '-it is: not the desire of the Construction 
Committee to attempt to. lessen a grade when it is going to delay 
Ihe work. If by putting in practicable curves that will throw us 
out of heavy work and the> cost and time of construction be reduced, / 
such a change will meet the approval of the committee, ; 

We hoped that Carter would have been able to go over the line 
with you and that yourself, Carter and' Seymour, after looking care- 

. fully over Evan's line, would have been able to suggest such alter- 
ations as would 'hasten the construction and save hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. As the road progressesthe public become "ore impatient 
for its completion' and will be 'satisfied with nothing but most 
rigorous prosecution of the work. To do this we mmst get the best 
lin# and will have to sacrifice: a perfect alignment to rapidyt of ' 
construction and to bring the cost within the. paying benefits. If 
we make the road cost too much,: it will never pay dividends. All . 

'•these things are to be taken into consideration, and to get the 
best line the best engineering 'talent will be required -that can be 
procured." , 



! 



' On August 8, 1867, I :recei«©d the following dispatch from v 

Mr. James A. Evans: . (%^^\l , .-. ' • '. ■ . , • 

"1 think it advisable that you should return to -Sanders to watch 
change in location. This is important to prevent, d-nlay." 

It was' impossible for me :to do this. Mr Evans who had 



■**tOwdfr' «**^ ;j!M ™^ , " i '^ 



located this line over the Black Hills was a very, able engineer and 
1 .was satisfied he had the -right line and grade. ' 
§>/ •• 0n August 12, 1867, l^|«ws wrot/M r . Sidney. Dillon on this 

IS:..'-' 

question as follower 

"Sometime in 'June when you were at Omaha, you asked me (as it 
was then evident that I should soon go lest to resume labors in 
Black Hills) to write you. upon -my reaching' there, 1 was delayed on 
the way there, chiefly in completing the work that Mr.' Hills was so 
unfortunately prevented from doing. A great affliction has not brough 
m/ me to Omaha, which will I trust : explain why I write you from here. 

|» .; To come at once to matters pertinent, and of interest to you, 

|ih I flnd that tJle r e is a disposition to change: and question the location 
£\, . over the Black Hills which it was my fortune, in the pursuit of my 
duty, to make. The means taken .to effect this are briefly as 
■. followsr Where grades of 90 feet are used arguments will he pressed 
in favor of 80 ft. per mile under the assumption that for so desirable 
an end additional expenditures are- warranted. 

The first 90 .foot grade we have on the original location of Crow 
Greek, occurs where we leave the' valley of a crest to get up on the 
divide. It is proposed hy Col. Seymour to throw the foot of the 
grade- sufficiently, further east to get up with an 80 instead of '90 
foot grade, hanging to the side, hill for a .greater distance. 

This matter, can he accomplished "by additional expenditure for 
excavation and embankment... Here: it is' simply a question of cost and 
if the country will incur- additional expense - I know and have always 
known since. I beca«e'_ familiar with the locality, that the country 
'was there for either "grade, the company felt disposed to pay for. 

' ■■ ■■ I -have -.In my. .location acted up ■■ -to- ■■ my... instructions -and -all- -the 

light I had,. That a line of 80 ft. grade will in this valley require 
additional'. expenditure, the profiles when they come in will show 
- unmistakeably.. • It is so purely a financial question that I am not cal 
led upon to determine the matter' and 1 dismiss it with the simple and ■■■ 
self-evident remark that the lowest grade is, of course, the "best, 
everything 'being equal, and if not obtained by sharp curvatures. Afte 
surmounting the divide with either grade as wisdom may determine, 
the 'grades can for a .distance be : made below either maximum. On the 
original location they are so with a single excpetion which, while in 
company with Gen. Dodge going over the line, I recommended anri felt 
desii?eus to change , • ■ . 

This explanation brings us to Station. 870 where on the original ■ 
location a grade of 90 feet occurs again and continues to Sta. 973. 
While out over the ground by using considerable curvature, 1 so 
changed the profile as to reduce \ the work without changing the grade. 
If an eighty foot grade is run over this ground the profile will -be 
quite heavy and work will be increased largly. The fact is that 
here one line 'occupies the summit of the divide an^ drops away from 
even a grade of 90 ft. and. there i no argument in favor of an 80 ' 
ft. grade that is not equally applicable to a 70 fr, grade, namely 
the willingness of those who. furnish, the money to use it for such 
purpose, and 1 am very sure that; had. a lighter grade been used than 



the one given, similar arguments 
been brought to bear In favor of 



with the same incentive would have 
,a change , 

Tracing the line still westward brings us to Lone Tree Crssoing, 
the change here is definitely adopted, •'the chief engineer having '■ 
honestly, but unwisely, 1 think,. sanetio.Hfd the change under what 
•seemed to him a sort of necessity antfc. etitttsed chiefly I apprehend by 
the fact that in opening the cuttings' no good '(building stone was 
found for pier and abutments, - 

1 want to be understood with regard to; this change of line 
and shall be so far explicit as to make known what governed, me in 
selecting the crossing of the ~eanon over' the' line now substituted for 
it. It could not have been their ignorance as preliminary lines of 
mine may be found crossing the ground covered by the new line* The 
depth of the canon if bridger 1 was disposed to consider of small ' : 
importance; it is quite .narrow not measuring so much as the grade 
line as fills that- will be found: occur on other lines. 



I desired In 'every instance -when possible to place the line 
when it could be done without sacrificing profile too much in a 
position giving freedom from snow obstructions. The original 
location- running as it does on the south side of canon and valley 
would always have been' free from it, whereas I fear, in fact I know, 
that the change now being made will In winter be subject to continaul 
annoyances from snow accumulations and is only admis sable by availing 
. itself of most of the excavations already done on the original 

■ line. The change is further allowable hj excessive curvatures and 
the us© of a large amount of temporary superstructure such as trestle - 
-work &c. short lived and of doubtful safety,. 

The above is the only divergence from my location up 'to the time 
I was compelled* to leave; it eoffles into the original line several 
miles west avoiding a short piece of 90 ft. grade using Instead 80 
ft. at the expense of a cut; this is a little summit 24 feet depp in 
the highest place and 2000 feet :from grade to grade. It would be 
easier to get an 80 ft. grade over the old line than over this change 
as where the lines approach, the grade line of the change is below 
the original line causing this cut above referred to. There are 
other points where 90 ft, grades occur for short distances. At 
these pimees the line curve will be put on profile of changes, when 
we get it. will show at what cost. 

With regard to the line as located by me, 1 have this to say 
and am somewhat confident the future will warrant the assumption 
that taken all in all in point of profile, alignment and freedom 
from *now, it Is on the right ground* Ido not say but there may be 
points where engineers and others might differ in minor matters, 
as for Instance the policy of increasing curvature to reduce profile 
and vica cersa, but in general 'terms the result will show that the 
selection of ground for line over Black Hills -has been judiciously 
and wisely made, . ' 

. On the Western slope 'as war as"" I 'can 'learn' an' entirely new: 

line will be attempted. You will then see what skill your consult- 
ing enelngeer possess es in selecting ground of his own; a different 
thing I take it from passing over the result of .others labor and 
criticising, 

©me word as to curvature that some 'gentlemen on the road are 
so flippantly disposed to ignore. The opinion that I have is that 
sharp curves are objectionable and when they fre used for the purpose 
of lightening grades it frequently happens thrt what is gained in 
the one respect is lost in another. So important is this matter 
considered that on English roads they are. restricted to curves 
of 1-2 mile radius (about 2 ).fcy act of the legislature; baaed 
upon the opinion of men of ability, men whose work and reputation 
'will live after them, long after that of the present consulting 
engineer of the U, P« R. R. will have sunk into merited oblivion. 

' I' fear that the only result will be delay; as fast as the 
changes come In you will be notified of them. I regret ~uch that 
my sore trmtfble compelled me to .leave the Laramie plains before all 
the data was obtained . •. . • 

1 have written this letter first because 1 promised, to do so , 
and in the second place it will -perhaps lead to some way by which 1 
can vindicate my labor from the .aspersion of those whom J cannot 
believe are -honest, or working as they should do, for the success 
and speedy completion of this enterprise." 

On August 12, 1867, Mr, Oliver Ames ,wrot§ me as follows: 

' "I wrote you Saturday In regard to Seymour, % What I wish now 
■ s "to say is that however much we may feel that Seymour is a lazy, 
inefficient man prone to criticise others and 'do- nothing himself, we 
must acknowledge he is an extremely plausible man, with excellent _ 
ability as a writer and if he has anything of a show for a decent line 
hi -will he able to make the most of it. . _ 

low it will not do for us: to adhere to any line that we think 
can be amtaded by 'adopting his suggestions. We have a reputation 
to sustain, and 'no line of any engineers of ours should be approved 
merelv because it is our line. -Seymour if -he can make a point 



j 
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our duty to in all doubtful cases' advise with him and if he has any 
practical notions to get "the™. Be has heretofore sat up i-n his 

office and done us very little good. If we can now make him work 
and see how other people earn their money thgouth he may be 'of no 
service to us, we can feel that we got a little work out of him 'for 
the money he gets. 

Our feeling, as I have heretofore wrote- you, ia to push the 
work with, the highest practicable speed, and, we want men enough put 
on the work to put it through so; that the tracklaying may not be 
ittlayed. If we can get this winter through the Black Hills doing 
•the light work before winter and; the heavy outs in the 'winter so that 
we can run over the Laramie Plains to Bridgers Pass next year, we shal 
fully answer the highest expectations of the country. But all 
these e«pectations will fail if Government does- not give us more 
effieient protection ' against the' Indians, The idea of a Government 
like ours permitting these roving "bands of Indians to take possession - 
of the country is a perfect outrage upon .its citizens who have - - - 
settled in this country with full assurance that they should be pro- 
tected. 1 wrote to Government on receipt of telegrams of the dis- 
aster at Plum Creek asking immediate and -efficient protection. 
I i suppose they will say as they did once "before, that -the matter is 
placed in the hands of Gen, Sherman# and they dont know of any "better 
way to protect us. I think if you. "would write a strong letter to 
Gen. Sherman and the Government setting forth the difficulties of 
our situation that it would he oT agreat service. to us. 

I feel about the engineering question that in running through 
a "broken mountainsous country, we want to run a great 'many line to 
Sully develop the country and show us the test routes, and to do 
this we »ant active, enterprising and competent engineers . - It is 
utterly impossible to get the- heat line without fully perambulating 
the country and whenever a 'favorable opening presents have it surveyed 

up "and whenever" practicable '''runnin'" curves," will throw ■ us- out of 

heavy work, I- shoul-^put them in» : One or two years use of the road 
will pay all the amendment that mgr he necessary to make it a perfect 

line. 

I 1 hope your health will improve so as to be able to continue , 
your work. Buff is now sick -with typhoid fever of a low type; is so 
that he is confined to his, bed, ; 

YIe have one of' Durant's special ffl-eetings this week, to see if 
he cant get some contract that will enable him to again take direc- 
tion of the road. 1 think that he will be il-fcappointed. His 
injunction does not work to suit him._ He will soon find, that he is no 
general manager." ,„ 

On August 13th, "Mr* James JR. l&xwell, who had had charge of 
the changes of the' line under the direction of M r , Seymour, wired 

me from Fort Sanders as follows:- -'- %^'f ^^deys, 

"First change of eighty foot grade causes heavy work' and poor 
alignment. Second one impracticable. Last change gives high crossing 
over Crew Creek but no heavy cuts or fills; all other changes- save 
work. Opened work near stations seventy and 1100. Cannot get a 
man for escort. Stevenson wont let detachment pass here," 

On August 15th','" I received anlther dispatch from James R. 

Maxwell as follows; ' ' '* ^ff or f SraW-frS. .... , 

: '" ' ."Change between eight.; sixty and' nine, forty for eighty- foot . 

grade impracticable. Change between- three eighty and seven thirty c 
causes heavy work and poor alignment but no rock cutting, ^ 

1 -think that Hurd will adopt the Evans line from eight, sixty 
to three-, f if ty J . below that -he took my changes; he changed t-.ve Evans 
line- f rem eight, sixty, to ninf?; forty and. his work cannot be 
improved, but ii ..wil not suit an eighty foot grade and is the con- . 
trolling pointon that d.ivfe- save work on all changes between eleven, 
and fifteen hundred- from there: across Crow Creek lengthening line : 
eighteen hundred feet. Get an eighty foot g&ade and do not think that 



the 'work is increased. Will, send maps and profiles as soon as 
possible and write in full." 

On August 15, 186?, 1 &8sTJtf&<3<! the following dispatch fifea 

Mr. M,'p. Hurd: ' <^jf r ,^eV 

' ' "What .line are you building on? Maxwell reports 80 ft. grade 
on east side is impracticable, but change made in Evans line- "as help- 
ing it. O'leil says new-.line on :West side with 80 ft. grade is 
"best line® How is it? Answer here." 

On August 16, 1867, 1 received the following dispatch from 

Mr. 'S. B. Reed: • ^ftt Sanders .... ' 

"Have you decided on line over Black Hills? 1 think 80 ft, 
grade impracticable . " 

On the same date, 1 received the following from Mr. James 
A. EvansL CPyn & Jt a . > 

"If eighty is impracticable on east side, better take ole line 
all .way through improving it all \ you can; this will be. betterfor 
Comoany. -Reed is on way to Black Hills; will telegraph O'Neil to 
see him; if he cant will telegraph him at Sanders-; re-send it to 
Oarmichael. 

I start for Pennsylvania on Monday, will return here as soon 
as possible. Do 3rou want me to go to. lew York?" 

After reo.ietnfcng these dispatched, 1 sent the following telegram 
#o Mr. 1. B. Reed at Ft. Bridger? yS^ f^tid^tr ........ , 

"The line frc-m what I ean learn as best" is Evans* line as changed 
to ' save work "by Maxwell and Hurd'"; They report 80 ft., grade imprac- 
ticable on east side of Black -Hills j/ on west side the new line 

. o€ 1 Neils they report .fe^t.r<j^'-4Jre ;Wmre and ean difide better 
than I can." - "7 ; ' ^'- ' 

■ -On August 21, 1867, I received the following telegram from Mr. 
Oliver Ames; .- *>fi&U>J/0Yk 

w We have a telegram from Seymour - today saying that the grade . on 
eastern slope has so much work done on it that he does not thirik 
that any change is practicable to reduce it. 1 have telegraphed him 
today that he may examine the western slope and le-tve his report at 
Port Sanders for your examination when yeu return., 

1 hope amongst you all that something first rate will be adopted. 
Dillon is si A out at M rris town : and 1 shall go out there this evening 
to see him. Bushnell has had aa; intermittent fever since his return 
and is now confined to his bed but will he out shortly. Duff still 
confined to his bed," 

i sent the following telegram from Ft* Bridger to Mr. Oliver 

Ames: '* , ^t f^H^^- 

"The 80 ft, grade on Black Hills reported ' impracticable by the 
engineers and by Mr, Reed. I have instructed ttr. Heed to buxld on 
Evans' line as changed- by .me to run west. • 

I see no necessity of any further surveys in the Black. Hills. 
Sevmour has taken back Maxwell's: party that was on way west to oom- 
SSe location. I need that party badly nest of us. Wish you would 
-'telegraph Seymour that work cannot be delayed for any more surveys. 

This was answered on Qtob 28th" as follows: 
"1 have a telegram from Mr-. Seymour today saying that he and Mr. 



Blickensderfer have examined' eastern slope of- Black Hills and find that 
it will cost by a slight variation of line f 120,000 less on an 80 
ft, maximuHt grade than it will cost on present line, and 1 have 
, advised- him that the change would : "be accepted if as f avorable as re- 
ported* He also thinks the western slope may be improved and we have 
authorized him to make these examinations and report. 

If he shall he able to present to us a very muc| more favorable 
line, then our duty to our stockholders and the public, and' to our 
reputation as engineers will force- us to accept it« I hope your 
labors at Salt Lake will not be* long, and that you will take good care 
of yourself and not overdo and break down. your health, " 

It was very evident to me now that for some reason. the Board of 
Directors were not disposed to follow the advice of their engineers 
but were influenced by Seymour and : his continuous telegrams and mis- 
representations . 

/U7 

On August 29th, Mr. M. F. Hurd, who had charge of the trork on • 

the Black Hills for Mr. Reed wired 1 me as follows: 

"Can f t get any grades here from the summit westj parties at Dale 
Creek waiting 'for work." 

I - saw very plainly that all delays were going to be laid on 

me if pos.-lble. , ' 

On. .August 31st .».. X. received. ..the .following dispatch .. from Cheyenne 

from Col. Seymour; ; . .. ~C4t&¥^KHe, --,_„,. „ ' 

"Have received orders from president Ames to adopt '80 foot 
maximum grade on eastern slope of Black Hills, and to ..examine and report 
on western slope. 1 desire your. coOope rat ion in this matter and as 
haste is important must have maps and profiles of present line to work, 
from on both slopes; also Maxwell's party during time necessary, ' so 
that work will not be delayed 'and facilitate maps and. profiles for 
Blickensderfer. Please telegraph necessary authority and instructions 
immett lately. Blickensderfer makes: 22 feet difference in levels from 
sufflttit to Crow Creek." --.. , . 

On August 31st.' Mr, /%Illiaais- wrote me as follows: 

■ A . . ^W^yne,' ,,,.. 

"Mr, Ames says he will go out with me in October. i will then 
ask you to put on a party fro two or three weeks -or -so, to make addi- 
tional and careful surveys at certain points.- The exact location of 
the M. & M. crossing should be made, sites of lini.s exactly fixed, &c. 
The exact location should be made through 'South Omaha so as to get the 
right of way and the feasibility, and cost of cutting down the summit 
hereafter, with, the grades 1 propose (different from Evans) tested. 
Then at Child's crossing 1 should like to have the -curves run through 
fhe ridge and the: oo*t of an 800 ft. tunnel estimated, 1 made this 
deep out from the profile much more favorable than you did, 'but I 
may be in error," J mention these surveys.- now knowing that you may be 
scarce of engineers. Perhaps Iff House or Evans could do it or some new^ 
man the board may be sending out. : There is another reason "for surveys-- 
it* will help get the right of way.: For this purpose too everything 
should be kept indefinite until the right of way is obtained., on both 

lines, ' . ' - ■ 

To enable you to make proper final locations from Black Hills to 
Salt Mke, you raust have two or three additional engineers nore exper- , 
i8nft#i k "in hilly location and construction than those you have jwithout 
this*', nochief engineer could be expected to take the responsibility— 
seeing the line as he can- but once or twice a year. You ought 
to" ''have two tSOOO engineers. I have' stated to the committee earnestly 
that they should be willing to spend $20,000 in additional salaries 



■em-* 



for the purpose. _ They seem willing, -.hut dont know where to find them 

I esteem Ivans very, highly -for the- work he has been doing for 
three years- past. He is a man of good alig ments, but probably has 
not done- much at definite location and construction; however, I may b 
mistaken. Evans in. the future might answer very well for one. The 
selection is with you. Advise 'me at what time 'you will return. 

■Grant's letter to Johnson and other"issues will make 'him the - 
Unito nominee --.and elect 'him." . 

On September"!, 1887, in answer to Col.. Seymour's dispatch, 
1 wired him as follows: ■ 34..H' U ke- f U,-thk ■ 



"l have no maps or profiles 
be at Omaha or Sanders, Maxwell' 
party can be used for Black Hills 



irith me of Black. Hills; they must 
s party must move west„ Lambert's 
surveys .. " 



On September l'f from Salt Lake 'City, 1 wired Mr. S. B. .Reed 
as foliar s: . ■ . ■ ; -Sfclf - l**\+ l M,*kti.. : - 

"What line are you building' on, on east slope of Black Hills 4 
Have you received any orders to build an 80 ft, maximum grade? 

He answered on the same date as follows:- -r . 

Jvlesbur* 

"House cannot make head or tail to O'leil's change j could not 

find notes at Sanders. Col, Seymour is working in Black Hills. 1 
have a large force on grading there . " 

These dispatches show what a fearful mix-up the' re was in the 

matter' but' 'I'" saW""that" it' was "impossible" 'for ne- to- -remedy It"" where 

1 was, and that I would have to let Mr, Heed work it out t&enbest 

lie could, knowing that his judgment was good and that he would, 

under the circumstances, dp whatever was best. 

ffi/f. : 

On September 3<$' t 1 received I the following letter from Mr. 
AOes- in answer to mine of August 17th: ^or'tk .fzik^-ion M^SS, 

"Your favor of August 17th from Ft. Bridger is received, and 
ata very much pleased with your success- in locating routs on so 
excellent a line. Since date of your letter we have haf. a. letter fro 
Seymour stating that he and Blickensderfer had run the,,-i$ft3tern' slope 
of Black Hills and had found a line 'that couldbe built on an 80 ft. 
grade with $120,000 less -money to ; the summit, with a practically good 
alignment and with no heavy cuts to retard the work; and bringing the 
heavy grade farther east so the base of the Rocky Mountains will be 
fixed three miles farther east. This will be certainly the most 
desirable route, 'and if so, should be adopted. 

Our grading here is going along well but would go much better if 
Reed" was an active, energetic manj but now we are constantly having 
delays for want of system and application to duty on his part. It 
will not do .for us to keep him another season. We had "a letter 
yesterday from Casement saying the graders were Idel for want' of 
location, and that Reed was off at Chicago 'to purchase some lumber 
that Miner could have done better : on order from.; Reed. The fact about 
Reed is he prefers doing anything: but his duty.-' I presume you will 
find the line he has run anything: but well done. He has proabafcly 
run over the country aad made up his report more by guess from a' 
birds-eye view of the country than from any actual levels and oritica 
examinations of the country, 

1 have had a Mr a Kidder to go out on the line of the road, who 
is recommended as a first class engineer, and will report for fluty, 
in about two weeks. Mr. Oarter'has known .him favorably, 1 have an 
application from Mr. N. N. Armstrong, of Erie, Pa. who- has held 



prominent positions on several roads, desiring to .take, charge- of a 
survey party, I hope to be able: to get some men' that will be first- 
class on the road when you leave; for Congress, .which will • soon be, 
and you, for at least six or eight months will have to he away and 
to trust to reports and if we do- not have afctiye, working, reliahle 
men these reports cannot "be trusted , \ ' " 

1 hope you will be able to: get a good, line to Salt Lake. I 
suppose it i's fixed, that the line of Central Pacific Railroad will 
go on north side of Salt Lake, and if . our line will be practicable 
that way we better make it so. It is of the utmost importance to 
us to have the Salt Lake business for our road.. The Central 
Pacific are striving to get this' side of the lake before we. reach 
it, to secure itj we must prevent if if possible. 

1 am glad to learn that your health is improving, and trufct you - . 
will get through safe and find a : good line.'" . ^. jra ^ w .^.~.^.---~ 

On September 6th, Mr* S, B. Reed wired m e ag follows: 

"Have written Ames about change of location. XJarter lias gone 1 
to the mountains, l go west Tuesday. There seems to be a disposition 
to retard the work at the expense of somebodys reputation. What' 
about locating engineer Morgan"?"^ 

On September 22, 1887, 1 received the following from Mr. Evans: ' . - 

"The folks are still sweating in theiBlaok Hills. "As 1 came 
along three separate lines of grading could be distinctly traced, in 
places showing that some of the changes had been changed. It seems 
they are determined' fto build the '-80 foot Xine ' on -eastern slope, so 
that the last line run by 0' Weil ; on' western slope will be taken. 
Considerable ingenuity is being used to avoid Dale Creek crossing 
and as... a., con sequence.. Ivans'... Pas s.® . Alas., f or my immortal! it y,, , 

I want you, if you can, to ■ sell me one of the reserved blocks 
in Cheyenne. I think a little can be made out of it, and if you would - 
as soon I would do it as others and if consistent, let me have it, 
Hope to see you soon." _ 

After reaching the Black Hills and examining the work, I wrote 

the following letter to Mr. Ames: ' ■ ' /* i „ • ^ _ u. 

Made no more changes in Black Hills lines. The "delay and work- 
done would have graded a better line than we have got to the summit. 
All force possible should be put • on from summit to Laramie Plains. 
We can finish the grading if proper .effort is made by middle of . 
December. The change at summit is objectionable; makes heavy cross 
ing of Crow Creek. lo ■work done \ on that change yet." 

On October 10 » 18787, Mr. Seymour sent' a dispatch to Mr. Ames' 

as follows: - ' C: kmb oi\ l~--ei\& . Irc&.,... . /,/"..... 

"Dale Greek route just surveyed is two miles shorter and has 
two'hundoed and thirty- three feet less elevation than Evan's Pass route. 
Maximum grades one hundred feet in both directions. 1 think it will 
tfOBt about two hundred thousand less and take three or four months 
less time construct. Will report more fully after making further 
surveys about Evan's. Pass and high bridge. 11 

On October 7th; I received' the following letter from Oliver . 

Ames: . . . "W*t*H P *sfo-n y M *«<;. 

"Your letter was duly received f **om Salt Lak»e but we have had so* 

much excitement about our annual ; elect i§n and. making up a new board of -■ 
Directors and contract for building road that my whole thought h as been : 

given to that.. We have now got through that and our new board is made : 
up of the old board, removing from it Tuttle, Dix, Lambard and McOor- 
mick, who are in Europe, and substituting for them John B. Alley, -;:; 

Benj. E. Bates, f. T. 'Glidden and P. Dexter- all of Boston. We. had a ■{ 

stormy time of it but are now all harmony and the Doctor agrees to . .: 



go along In harmony and for the best interest of the road. The board 
of directors is made up of nice gentelefflen who will look only to the 
true interest of the road in their action. " ■ . ' - 

Carter has got back, ,and all of Seymour f s wonderful iraprovments 
of the line turn out to be of no afioount, aS far as yet reported,, 
except the first chaBlpTto avoid, ithe high bridge which met your 
instant approval « The engineering department in your absence to 
Congress 1 suppose you "will put in the hands of some competent 
assistant and it occurred to me that if Reed is the man you would like 
and feel that he is competent in :you§ absence to direct the various 
parties in your absence,, that we might get a man to take his place 
more easily than one to take- yours. Reed has been over the whole 
ground and, -next to yourself probably knows, as much about what has 
■been done as any other- person. You have to edcide this question soon, 
-as your Congressional duties will now take you to Washington where you 
can for the next eight or ten months have but very little tin© to 
look after the Pacific R. R. 1 make the suggestion of .Reed's name 
that you may have the liberty to choose him if you think he is the best 
man for the place, but not with any desire to influence your judgment 
as it is our interest to have you select the best man entirely aloof 
from outside influence . 

The North Platte and Loup Pork Bridges have not yet been ohaagod 
as proposed; this should be done before winter prevents, if practicable, 
I am ppopo'sing, when we get our matters hers fixed up, to resign my 
place as President in favor of McCooWbs , who will be able to give more 
time to it," and is -quite desirous' of the position, M 




On October 9, 1867 from Jfilesburg jpote that "col. Seymour seemed 
determined to delay the work as ffiuch as possible. His object, appar- 
ently is to injure someone's reputation* General Dodge seems to be the 

■■scape-goat. ■Col. Seymour ■■has been 'working 'to get a "line"" with "grade 

of 10 feet less per raile than the. present, location and he can do it, 
but the line will not be as good, as General • Dodge * s or as easily 
operated when built. 1 have writteAo lew York and given a full 
statement of the matter and trust, the company will be fully posted 
about the facts in the case. I know they will as far as the delays 
are caused in changing the line," 

On September 22nd*» 'Mr. Reed wrote again: 

"Mr, Carter and Col. Seymour are both in the mountains yet. 1 
have not heard from either since* my return. Col.. Seymour can .wind 
Carter around his finger at will and there is no telling what they 
will do. The work is being pushed ahead rapidly and I hope to get 
the grading done before the Col. gets through his surveys. Col. 
Seymour has succeeded in getting 'the route changed. The change nec- 
essitated a very sharp curve which made it a more expensive route 
to operate than the one first chosen. After about ninety thousand 
dollars had. been, expended on Col.- Seymour's route, the committee 
of the Pacific Railroad Company came out and looked the ground 
over and decided to discontinue work on Seyminr*| line and resume 
work on the old route. When out on the work they asked me why 1 
did 'not' oppose Col. ' Seymour's change, which has proved so expensive* 
I quietly .told them that they had all- the data concerning both 
routes, with the result of adopting either, and I considered them 
competent, under the circumstances to deiide the matter . I had no 
authority in the matter, but I thought General Dodge, protested against 
the chang ,e . " 

On October 2, 1867, 1 vent ;the following, dispatch to Colonel 

Seymour: 

'.'*.■**:. "Suspend all further surveys in the Black Hills. Mr. Lambert's 
party is needed for other work,"- 

Col. Seymour answered: ' : ■ 



, "Will you b© good enough to inform me at 'if hose instance or by 
•hose authority the above despatch was sent and oblige." 

. 1 immediately answered that ; it was sent by my own authority. 

It was fortunate that I reached: the Black. Hillspefore any work "had 

been commenced on the changes of the. line that Seymour had made 
^because as soon as 1 examined them, i saw f.that the changes 
instead. of being what was represented was entirely different and 
1 threw them all out and ordered the work -to be commenced on the 
original Evans* line. • When Ifc* Reed came to grade- the changes 
made by Seymour on the east side, he had been obliged to connect 
them with the Evans lineand adopt that most of the *y, while 

Seymour claimed he had an 80 foot line at less cost than a 90 
foot line | when I came to examine It, I found, that he had carried 
the 80 foot line down to within! about 1500 feet of the end of the 
grade, when they had been obliged to "get down on the' bottom to 
put in a 90 foot* line so that all the work and changes which had 
been made had been a great injury to the Evans' line, putting in 
lots of curvature and. saving Aothlng in the way of work and finally 
came back to his grade; therefore, the road was taken over the hills 
with a 90 foot*grade. : 

When this line was built,! we found that an-;;;; engine would 
haul more cars over the 90 foot : grade than, over the claimed 80 
foot of the Seymour line on. account of the. greater curvature in the 

Seymour line. 

The Company, as shown in Mr. Ames 1 last letter, had finally 
come to the conclusion themselves, that all the changes Seymour 
had made amounted to nothing. They had sent out Mr, T. J. Garter, 
the Government Director and an engineer, to .examine the lines and 
it seems he had returned reporting against every one of the changes 
but it was too late then to go back to, the Ivans line for Mr # Reed 
had the grading nearly completed on the East side of the Black 
Hills, but he had held off doing any work on. the West side of the 
hills until I got there to examine the line,, as Mr. Redd was very 
much opposed to any change on the last side but was absolutely 
opposed to any change on the West side of the hills. 

Mr. Ivans took up this question ftf his changes and made the 



following report upon it, which was conclusive as to the superiority 
of his own line: 

"The change is not an entire one for the whole distance, but , 
the stations given above are the extreme, points, all changes that 
have been -^ade occurring between them. 

Work was in progress on the line orlgianlly located previous 
to and during the time the changes were being made. 

The material moved and rendered as useless expenditure is. as 
follows: 

Earth excavation, 54, 593 (Tabic yards. 

Solid rook excavation, 1,020 cubic yards. 

Loose rook excavation------cubio yards. 

In making a comparative : estimate of both lines, 1 shall take 
both profiles, presuming that the olissification is the same in, 
either case, making no deduction in either for temporary trestl- 
ing or bridges, using for embankment a base of 14 feet, slopes 
If- to 1, and for excavation a base of 16, slopes 1 to 1 in both 
cases. 

The figures show as follows: Cubic Yards. 

Original location, embankment' ........ .470,48? 

Original location, excavation ...... . . ,159j4S3 



829,820 

654 9 576 
Excess on line as built 17956 



Line as changed, embankment ........ .469,397 

Line as changid, excavation ....... t . . .175,179 



Grades compare thusL 

Original line, maximum grade »; 89.76 feet per mile. 

"Line as built," maximum "grade,: 88 «178" feet per mile. 

Upon examining the comparative alignemtn of both, you will be able 
to determine whether the slight difference of grade is not more 
than compensated for by excessive curvature. 

Table ' Curvature » 

'~~~~f3efl^ "~~TSi^^ 

^_^_^_^ ___ 

I * ........... .8,594 7 22 

1 degree .......... .'5,730 " 102 42 25 50* 

2 degrees .......... Z,865 " 215 37 75 24 

3 degrees .......... 1,910 " 153 16 293 38 

4 degrees ......... .-1,432 M 216 27 494 19 

5 degrees .......... 1,146 w 112 10 276 52 

6 degrees .......... 955 " 52 00 

Total deflectioS"* - "*"*" -- —g^—^- — T _^__ -__ 

The total deflection is : therefore 50 per cent greater on the 
Changed line than on the original location, and if the above table 
"is scrutinized it will be seen thfet in curves of short radii, say 
from three degrees upwaftds, the increase is fully 130 per cent. 

When we ooniider that, practically, curves are seldom in 
perfect adjustment, and that trains in grades of 80 and 90 feet 
are very often under imperfect control, the liability to accidents 
is very much increased, aa well as the war and tear of the machinery 
and rolling stock. The line,, as changed, is much more liable to 
obstructions from snow than the original location. It may be an 
interesting question to investigate, where the compensation is found 
fot eh material lost on the first and decidedly the best line; 
the cost of keeping an engineering party in the field during the 
entire season, and the stJll more expensive delay caused by doubts 
pertinaciously and systematically -thrown upon everything that had been 
done previously by those in charge of the work, I do not hesitate 
to say that had the original line been pushed through without let 
or hindrance* the company would be in possession of a far better 
line, and that their material, instead of being now at Cheyenne, •; .. 



.'mSgg^'-"^ 



at the foot of the grade on the : eastern slope, might just as -well 
he here at Sanders, and immediately available for 'the year 1868. 

The delay referred .to atove was not only felt "fay .those con- 
nected with the construction, but interfered much with the parties 
under my charge.. They were used in running lines on the western 
sIod©, knwoing well themselves that they were operating where no 
manjl of any engineering sense would ever thinkg of rising an instru- 
ment, . • • ■ 

Notiwthstan&ing the delay, the location was carried to eight 
miles beyond the Medicine Bow River, sixty miles west of 'the crossing 
of the Big- Laramie river." ' ■ 

On September 22, 1867, Mr.: Evans reported on the survey that 
had been made from the Big Laramie to the Platte. That the Maxwell 
line down Pass Creek known as Maxwell Creek was a better line than 
the Brown line, if it was possible to get a suitable connection 
from the Platte to the Brown line. This was found impracticable 
"but when the Union Pacific railroad made its reduction in grades 
and changes, it adopted the Maxwell line about half way down the 
C reek and then cut through the bluffs to the Brown line ^titlisfing 
Brown's crossing of the North Platte, We could not tale the work 
that the Union Pacific had taken to cut through from one bluff to 
another but by doing this they threw out the 60 ft, grade rising 
the Rattlesnake Hills to the Pass. O'Neil who had been examining 
ihe lines from the. Laramie River to the Rattlesnake Pass to a con- 
nection both with Brown's and Maxwell f s lines, reported the line 
north of Cooper's lake as being the best with not to exceed 45 foot 
grades. This line had heavy work. 

On October 27, 1867, Mr, Bodges Wrote f He as follows:.. ■ - 

£jMnp I® Si ft*-i!i- *>.f &*k»a UX 

"I have the honor to report! the location of-' Weber narrows ( 
seven miles) complete. The Lost C reek question "thoroughly exhausteS" 
and two miles of location at this point, A map and profile of Weber 
narrows . and a profile of Lost Creek nearly finished, thus employing 
the two snowstorms we have* already had, but the weather has' generally. 
been so fine and the- approach of: winter so near that I have confined 
myself to out door work every available moment. 

Reports of Lost Creel: will embrace about sixty, miles of line 
and four" passes within two miles; of connection with Mr. Bates' line; ■ 
that -route ia impracticable on account of heavy grades without' slopes 
-.-?!§» /Overcome extraordinary elevations. A pass for the north is made on. 
It -SO ft. grade without tunnel or cut and is just 100 ft. higher than 
Echo; but to reach Itw vicinity requires 9 miles of maximum .grade , 
three of which show very expensive work. 
''" Made a reconnoissance of the' crest of this range to the north- 
ward until 1 reached water flowing into Cache 'Valley. Will report on 
it as soon as further information, written" for, is received. Hope to, 
show a better profile and grade here than you expect,' but running 
the series of reversed curves requires much time. 

Tlegret that 1 have been unable to meet Ives of the C. P. R. R. ■ 
owing to failure of mails and a -change of his .programme. He returns 
Westward after reaching Ha||fs Fork via that stream/' 



. On November 6, 1887, Mr. John R. Dftff , who had been on the 
trip with me, on his arrival home, wrote me as follows: 

"I have not forgotten my promise to write 'to'Vou as 'soon as 
'1 got home, but although it is a long time since we parted, I have in ' 
reality just reached the re # 

1 arrived in Boston with my! pony all safe and sound a week ago 
last Friday, and only remained at ihome about a day when I started 
back West again to Rochester to- accompany my- sister home, who had been 
waiting there for me nearly a month. ' My mother, who had never been 
to Niagara Palls, thinking as 1 was going bo near there concluded to 
accompany me, and so that has occupied the last week » 1 got home last 
night and now I feel as though a short rest would do me good. 

I presume by this ^time you have 'fully recruited and .1 turst youi? 
health is much better. Father says that you will learn all that yom 
wish to know about the affairs of 'the IJ. P. R, R. from Mr, Ames and' Mr, 
Dillon, therefore it will not be necessary for him to write anything 
about It. Father says the Affles 1 and the rest conceded more to I. CD. 
than he was willing to do, -but he was sick and knew nothing of the 
proceedings at the time. 1 met I„. G. in Chicago and had a long .talk 
with him. He inquired about you ahd what you had been doing in the 
Rocky Mountains, Of course, I gave him a most flowery account and 
spoke in the highest terms of everything 1 had seen, and he was pleased 
to say during the conversation that he thought you were the best 
practical and the best locating eneingeer he ever knew. Still he may 
have raade the threats that we heard about certain persons being removed 
if he got the power again; but then 1 don't believe he will get the 
. power very soon, 

1 had a letter from Mr. Corwith the other day stating that he 
arrived safely in Galena, and thought he should come to Boston sometime 

■■■during "ffovefflber. Gen.' Rawlins, ■ I -see- by "'the "newspapers," arrived in 

Washington after a six months sojourn in the Rocky Mountains. As to 
Major Dunn, 1 do not know whether he has been through her or not 
on his way down last "'(Maine)) 

My little brother was perfectly deljghted with the Indian pony 
and every afternoon goes out to ride. The Texan saddle that 1 had 
made in Omaha attracts considerable notice. 1 left a "Box of specimen* M 
either in Council Bluffs or your office in Omaha; also a lariat rope, 
and a pair of buck horns. If you see them will you be so kind as to 
have them taken care of for me until the next time 1 con© out?" 

On lovember 7, 1867, Mr. Johnson Morgan who' had been making • " 

some changes in Appleton" s line over the Divide of the Continent, 

had been compelled to leave the work on accout of the loss of his 

escort wrote that the weather was very inclement; had been having very • 

severe cold and heavy storms for two weeks? there was a storm of wind 

and snow raging while he was writing. Said he had succeeded in con- 

El 

meeting Brown* s line with that of Mr. Appleton west and south of the 
large Dry Lake east of Clay Buttes. He had found a good line getting 
down off the stfMrlt Into the Red Basin with 'a grade not to exeeed 
40 feet -per mile; that he could not. find -any depression in the summit 
in the rim of the basin lower than where Appleton had crossed; that he 
had explored the country between the west foot of the west summit and 
the he-ads of Bitter Creek, some ten miles west of Bane 11 Springs, found 
good 'ground over .all but about five miles of the route, with an asset 



r 




not to exceed 40 feet per mile. ■ 

On November 7, 1867, from Ft. Sanders, Mr, Bates reported that 
he had completed the Medicine Bow survey and connected with Brown's 
line. This is the line Brown started down -the Medicine Bo?; and 
abandoned. He said he came up the Medicine Bow Valley all' the way 
with their train, got a very good line and the' Medicine Bow has a 
fall of 12Yfffeet in nine m'iles} that there was no difficulty in -get- 
ting from the mouth of Rock Rreek t-o the end of his line on a grade 
of from eight to ten feet per mile, with only one crossing of the 
Medicine Bow; that the great objection to the line was the frequent 
crossing of the streams. 

The trouble with this line : was that west 'of the Medicine Bow, 
there was no feasible route to connect with the Brown Line, 

On Hot ember 12, 1867, Mr, Dillon came West to examine the work, 
but 1 had left and was in Washington . 

\m ' - - 

On November, 18, from lew York, I sent Mr, House copy of the 
contract for the building of the ; railroad from the 100th meridian 
West giving full instructions in:the following letter as to the . 
estimates: 

"Under the new contract from lOGtfa meridian west we must get 
the actual cost of each station house," tank, round house, machine 
shop, machinery, turn table and all other buildings put up by the 
y\ contractors; buildings built by the company after road went into 
our hands are. not to be included* Get each sep.arati.Jy and send me 
as soon as possible. It will form the basis on 'which to make estimat 
es in future and you need not return any more estimantes on old plan. 
Get time schedules from S n yder of road to Cheyenne and send me; 
also send me the proportionate estimate based on 50»000 per mile of 
Henry f s;'it is in my desk; also our proportionate estimate' on same. 

You will construct a proportionate estimate, dlvlMngpproper 
parte as for grading, bridging, tielng, track-laying, telegraph 
equipment which is to be in cash cost §7500 per mile for following 
distances and prices-»commen0ing : at 100th meridian and going west. 

1st. 100 miles at rate of -f 42,000 per mile. 
n it nt, « 45 f 000 "■ " 
n it it ii : 96 1 000 ™ B 

,, n n ii 00,000 " " 

II - tf II If : 90> Q00 " "' 

" " " " ' 96*00,0 n " • 

The proportionate changes, '§„"' ©„ » grading would increase 
over Black Hills and decrease again in Laramie Plains, increase again 
over main divide and into the Black %rk» &c. . 

Morgan, 1 learn is enrouteiin. 1 wrote, to Davis of the work to 
be done on land matters, and I wit the land map painted up and for- 
warded as soon as practicable, and the R. R. line and stations put 
more prominently on it. 1 left you an order of instructions about 
getting final estimate on road as far as constructed with actual 
cost aa nearly as practicable; this is entirely independent of 

Send me that rough tracing:. of map on P. 0. paper that Appleton 
sent in to me. Did Hudnutt get my letter? ' 



2nd„ 


187 


3rd. 


100 


4'th. 


100 


6th* 


100 


6th 


100 



m- 



These prices were payable Im'mm^i^^M, in caah # 



■ On lovembar 19, 1887, Mr. Evans wrote me again in relation " ' j 

to the -lines East of the North;' Platte . He says: ■ ■' • . ' . . j 

■ "It appears that Maxwell>s line is best' : "eas^f Platte' to the >• 

Rattlesnake Divide and Brown's, west of that River, including the ■ ■ ' ' 

crossing of the Platte Itself, : low the most desirable thing is to I 
connect these two lines so as to connect the good points of both 

1 am of the opinion that we ca-n connect on the western slope of the ' 

Rattlesnake Hills- thereby availing ourselves of the lower altitude" i 

of Maxwell's summit and at the: same time maintaining as a point in ' 

the line Brbwn f s Crossing of the Worth Platte River." ' 1 

-. ■ 1 

Prom my examination of the line, 1 was satisfied" that this I 

could not be done; that the. Maxwell line would have to connect with '! 

Brown* s line west of 'the North | Platte; whicb,after surveying the I 

next year, was confirmed. . • 1 

. " On November 19, 1867, I received the following letter from '. j 

Mr ffl House in relation to the work on the 'completed line .as follows: ! 

"Your letters of the 16th from lew Yirlc Ziffle \o 'hand' this I 

morning. The draft of $10,000:1 placed to your Or. in the' First I 

lational, 1 have commenced the map of the 6th hundred and will j 
send it to you as soon as completed. Mr. Blicfeensderfer left ■ 1 

yhis morning which released Mr. Lambert from further work for him \ 

for the present, I am in hopes new to soon get the most of the ' • f 

"office work "done" up,-' . - j 

The .meandering of the river is completed and *m new platting J 

the notes; will transfer them on the river map and then make the \ 

changes on your map and, send it to you. j 

The masonry of loup Pork is progressing finely with very \ 

prospect now of completing bifore extreme cold weather sets in. j 
'I have made three different plans and .estimates on the cost of . i 

-repairing North Platte Bridge; one as you designed, another as I 

Mr, Dillon and the other as my :plan. They stand respectively \ \ 
as regards cost,- your $12,00, Dillon's $10,000 and the last at • 1 

f 25 ,000, which includes new superstructure throughout. 1 will ' \ 
send -you a tracing and estimate of each in a few days. The • ! 

Doctor and Mr. Dillon have .examined them but as yet have adopted ' j 

neither. Tomorrow I am' to make an examination and estimate for a j 
temporary pile bridge aeloss the Missouri River. 

Mr, Dillon starts for 'lew. York tomorrow. 1 do not know whether 
the Doctor will go or not*. Our track reached Cheyenne last |hursday. 
I have not been up but will try; and get away on Thursday of this 
week, 1 received last week another remittance from Talfey amounting 
to abufct $5,000. Morgan arrived here with his party Saturday 
morning. He has disbanded the most of them; the balance go back to 
Sanders to work up the notes of; survey,™ 

Our traofc reached Cheyenne on the 17th of lovember j 6 *"* During 

the summer, while I -was absent, their .had been- changes- made aggfgjt 

Snyder's operation of the road-, mostly by discharged conductors 

and brakemen and on lovember 23-rd, Mr. Snyder wrote me: 



"All that I ask of the company is that they will probe this 
matter thoroughly;' look through; every^ 'transaction that has taken 
place and satisfy themselves from the records in the. office or 
testimony of reliable men whether I have' "been working for my employ- 
ers or myself, tt they can find that I have eve r. made' one dime 
outside of my salary I want them to discharge me. If they find that 
I have worked -for their interests solely and have never engaged in 
any transactions that my position could affect -directly or indirectly 
it is simply asking justice to have them sustain me." 

j. 

I investigated these charges and found there was nothing to 

them and reported to the company accordingly and Mr. Snyder was 
sustained. 

On lovemher 25, 1887, from Bridger, I received the following 
letter from Mr. F, $■. Hodges, on his -work over the rim of the Utah 
Basin: 

"My reconnoissances of rim of "basin now comprise its entire 
eastern crest from Sulphur Creel northward to fifteen miles above 
Smith* s Pork (mouth of). The lines which have "been run show the 
only good routes. That which Mp. Reed abandoned appears to he in 
as favorable a locality as any from two miles north of Quaking Asp 
to my line of last sunnier. It is my opinion that there is no other 
except with long tunnels and maximum grades. The remaining map and 
reports will, he forwarded at the earliest moment* 

It is due the California engineers it state that they first 
discovered the Echo route upon "Which 1 have located. Their stakes 
■being 'placed ■■■500 -ft. apart » 1 stumbled over "them- while- ■reconnoitering- 
the route. Their line was run to 116 ft. grade and shows some 
heavywork, Pinal location will somewhat change, it may be, my 
line as my report will state, last of the summit it -Is located 
with much care; west of it we contended with eighteen inches of snow 
for a dyy or two. The desired information about my late reoonnoi- 
sance of Wahsatch is not yet received. 

1 start today to reconnoitre on horseback the route down 
Ha«|e,s Pork, My party moves to Green River to comply with instruc- 
tions there. On account of an accident to my transit, 1 cannot 
run in curves,' but will approach location as near as possible. 
As soon as this is finished, I shall send the party back, to Salt 
Lake for discharge, proceeding myself to 1 Omaha where I can have 
reference to my notef., without which it. is impracticable to write 
report of Bear River line. 

There are also "other considerations of the highest character 
both official and personal for reporting at. Omaha." 

•fi/o-rfh 

The reports 1 received on. the lines East of the Platte were 

not satisfaotofy and 1 ■ instructed Evans to have O'Keill and. 
Maxwell, notwithstanding the inclemeancy of the weather, to re- ., 
examine this country, which was 'done, 

' On Hoveiuper 29, 1867, the track -Was completed to the 526 mil© 
post, Mr. House who went over the road, reported that the condition 
of the road was good' as far as Sidney but from there on, there was 
no provision Made as yet for enclosing the tanks and that the 
trains going west were very much delayed as everything was frozen ., ; |.^. 
up. . ' ■ 




•. On November 30, 1867, the; President, fixed the' last base of 
the Black Hills at the point designated by Mr, Bltiitensderfer,, 
being the oofflmeno merit :of the.fQ: foot grade, rising the' last slops 
of- the Black Hills, which was a : point about five miles west m ' 
Cheyenne, - - 

On December 10, 1867, I received a letter from Mr.,. Janies ■ 
A. Evans from Ft. Sanders' in which he said Maxwell's and o.'Neill's.- 
parties were weather hound. The 'location made by O'Neill to .the 
Medicine Bow and fro» the Medicine Bow to submit of Brown's Pass ' ' 
was finished. He was holding Maxwell and 'O'Neill hoping the weather 
would change, but winter 'commenoed in earnest .one week since; it 
had been stormy since and was then snowing* Indications' are rather 
unpromising, still he thought after this stormy time Ahey would 
have some good weather and by ?#aking hay^-v." tli theft ^fae ' able to 
finish. He was particularly desirous to make connection from 
the Maxwell line to Brown's. Mr, Evans - also' writejwith reference 

"to the' next ' season* s work: " '"I" have 'this'"' to" say" "that aside from 

yourself, 1 am fast losing respect for all in high position on 
the* U, P. R. R. The last development is .that because 1 was 
honestly and legitimately making a little in my tie contract, they 
must needs go back and curtail it one half, giving it 'to two parties 
who 1 verily believe steal more ' from them annually than 1 shall make 
■in a proper way from. 1 my little contract. It seems to me now that 
this country is to be my future : home for all time whether connected 
with the R. R. or otherwise and for the next season if compensation 
can be made to warrant my- devoting my whole time to engineering, . 
1 will take charge under you of ; the work to Green River or to Salt 
Lake, if you wish it." 

irtf 

On December 2nd, the Commissioners accepted the road from the 

490th mile post to the 51<Dth v 

In order to facilitate the crossing of. 'pur material over the 
Missouri River during the winter, I concluded as feoon as the 
river froze over to put in a pile bridge, using the support of the - 
ice to hold the bridge in place : and in December 1 sent orders to 
have this done. It was thought it would be impossible for us to 
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maintain .a bridge over the, river during, the winter but- I put it 

^nl ike "Bri'iU «.>?&&..' .„'...■■•> 

In with Cottonwood piles $faia<ifo %mw substantial -and crossed all 

our material as it carae_ over the: Northwestern road on to the '" 
west side of the .'Missouri and that enabled, us to pile it .up 
at. the 'end of the track at Cheyenne* When the ice went out in 
the spring, we wiffiply took the rails,' ties, caps and stringers off 
and let the piling go out with the ice.' This was the' first bridge 
of any kind ever built _over the Missouri River. 

On December 4, 1867, Mr. Evans wrote me- that himself, Maxwell 
and O'Neill left for Rattlesnake Hills, taking hay and forage with 
them that they might settle the question east of Platte River „ 
The winter has fairly set in and very little work could be done; 
one heavy snow would close up everything. 2 

We laid out the town of Laramlw near Ft. Sanders and. were 
having considerable trouble to Maintain it, . Mr, Evans asked' me 
to obtain authority from General Grant or Sherman to have it 

protected. This was done. 

Congress had commenced talking about the freight tariffs 
over the completed road of the Union Pacific and. on December 10th/' 

Mr, If H. Hoxie wrote m e as follows: _ ■'(?). L x' M h ■ ■ '■■■ 

"When Congress know htrw much it cost. to build this road, they 
.will hardly meddle with the freight tarrif., I think. The fact that 
the fuel for the entire road has to be brought from %ssouri and 
Iowa and 'don t cost - less than $30 to $35 per ton on an average and 
much more west of Julesburg, seems to me will refute all their 

arguments, 

• Track is done about 15 miles west of Cheyenne. I think Reed 

won't reach the summit. No water is the "trouble and he is the one 
at fault." frfe7 

On iecefflber 11th, 1 received a letter from Mr. Evans in which 
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lie said: 



ft. $ inkers 



"There is no possible way -of connecting the two lines of 
Maxwell and Brown on the western slope without 9uoh an undulation 
as 'would increase the total elevation at the same time increasing 
distance very much, \ , 

It seems to me now that east of the Platte there is no 
question but that- Brown's line is the one' for us to take. The 
'track is now within 5 miles of Garmiohaels. It may be that they 
will succeed in getting 20 'miles of mountain Work. ' 

■ ml ■ ■ ■ . 

On December 12th, he sent m© the following comparison of the 

lines from the Maxwell summit and the Brown Summit '.to Bitter _ 

Creek: : , r'.'f^, S* **V<L*'T--V- 

n A ooHiparison of lines into the valley of Bitter Creek . , 
starting from our crossing of Medicine Bow River will show the • 
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following characteristics;' They may' Toe considered as three distinct 
lines. ' • " , 

1st. By Medicine Bow valley, "crossing Platte' near mouth of 
that stream, s ' . 

2nd. Maxwell's submit,, crossing Platte at nearly same point. 

3rd. 'By Brown's summit, crossing Platte about 5 miles below 
mouth of Pass Greek. We' will suppose that No, 1 and 2 come into 
the Brown and Appleton line - at the most available point. 

Distance. No. 1-— -154.5 miles. 
No. 2- — 159.75 
No. 3— -139.8 ■ 



w * 



Elevation No, 1 —1532 ft. 
No. 2 - — 1880 '" 

No. 3 — -2080 " 



Depression* 1296 ft. 
A • 1884 
" 1824 " 



Maximum Grade 



1— — 85 ft. 
2— ---86 2 
3—— .65 " 



It will be seen that the shortest line has the lowest maximum 
grades and the greatest amount, of elevation and depression. The line 
by Way of Medicine Bow valley has the least amount of undulation, 
is nearly 15 miles longer and much the worst profile as well as the • 
greatest difficulty of construction and the worst alignment. The 
shortest line shows the 'best all things considered.." 

This settled the .question in my mind and was in accordance 

with my own views. It was the line I ordered located. 

On December 13th, Mr, Snyder wrote to me in relation to his ■ 



department as follow': 
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••"Your favors 1st and 7th inst. reached me herethts morning. 
I propose to remain until everything Is in shape. 

Track to Col. Oarlin's quarters, Ft. D. A. Russell,, is com- 
pleted. We are delivering them n-ow about forty cars daily. Every 
pound (some 4,500.000) of their, friehgt has been moved from Jules- 
burg besides 7 large warehouses; and we are shipping for them now 
frost 100 to 150 tons daily frost Omaha, We can close up their 
entire shipments in one week. There »as some delay a couple of 
weeks since In the movement of all freight and construction 
material, owing to the scarcity, of water and freezing of pumps 
when tanks were not enclosed, but weather Is fine 'now; have had 
wells deepened and anticipate no more delays. 

1 am having 6 large snow plows constructed and 24 smaller ones. 
Will soon have them distributed, at each engine/ house ready for 
fork* As soon as 1 can get depots, tank houses, section houses and 
coal sheds completed, I will put up some snow fences at this end of 
the road. Am working now every: carpenter I can get to enclose our 
buildings. Reed dont keep up with his work; tanks not enclosed, 
cutfe and embankments not in sha: pe to run trains safely; not a 
bridge between Sidney and Cheyenne that ought pass muster, I have 
to go over every foot of the work but dont like to write New York 
about It fearing they will consider me a habitual growler. 

1 will track will be laidj, If weather permits, to point 20 
miles west of Crow Creek. Then. 1 am informed it must stop as grading 
cannot be gotten out of the way* Traclc is now about 12 miles west 
ol Grow Creek, 

Gen. Casement has started: for Washington. |§fe had several closet 
interviews with Dean before leaving, is I made him pay us some 
f 35 ,000 for freight that he expected to get free, the General is 
not one of my warmest friends, ; Next' fear the party lfylng track 
and all other contractors ought' to* be obliged to pay tariff rates 
on their freight; this would prevent a pepetltion of this years 
swindling-- theere "has been plenty of It, I assure you. 

Wells Fargo & Co., who had the contract for transportation of 
freight west of road, got an increasing scale of prices month Jty after 
August, and their freight was not crowded upon them. Had they taken 
from Julesburg or Hills Dale as: fast as they could, there would have 
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been no difficulty. They wanted December prices, and Myers and his 
agents have always been easy with then. With the exception of about 
10 days, when. we could not get a supply of water and immediately 
after^ opening to. this place, there has never been any delay in 
moving IT,. S. Freight, We urged Myers to let us whip when they were 
moving forward very little. Pike is the master of ceremonies—but 
has been absent several days. Track is not as far west as it ought; 
he and fair weather cant be counted on much longer/' 

On December 17, 1867, I received the following communication 

'from Mr. 0. F. Davis, in charge of the land department of the road,. 

shoviing the progress we had made during the season; 

•(DrK* Ju,,/VV. 

I have had another list of the lands prspai e-i „■ :,e now have' 
three lists; one for entry at Land Office, one to retain there, 
and one to transmit with copy of land map* of 1st 100 miles — and 
are now appraising the lands in accordance with your suggestion „■ 
The greater part of these lands must, in ray opinion, be appriased 
at $2.50 per acres though they will- soon be worth more as the Govern- 
ment has bo much land adjoining that will be offered at that price 
or a little less by using land warrants. The list of land with 
appraised value will be ready to transmit in a very few days when 
.the tracing of the land map is completed with the lands of the 
Company shaded, &c, 

I visited the Land Department of the Ills, Cent, R, R. and of 
Cedar Rapids & Mo. R, R. , presented your letters, was very kindly 
received and every attention shown me. The system of the C. R. & Mo. 
R. R. is not yet perfected as the y have not yet obtained a title, 
I think, to all their lands, besides have recently been burned out, 
losing blanks, maps, &c, but in so far as they have gone I think 
their system is an improvement to that of the 111. Gent,; many 
of the details being much more simple. 1 presume we might, as 
experience or judgment would dictate, improve on either of the above 
mentioned systems. 

Our township plats, prepare d at the Surveyor General's Office 
are superior to any I saw, and I am having them mounted on cloth- 
much needed as I saw from the condition of those used by 111. 
Cent,- then they can be bound. 1 send herewith sample of blanks used 
by the 111. Gent as a tract book, being bound with the township 
plat, a sufficient number of them to contain all the lands in the 
township, this with the plat makes a complete record, corresponding 
to the plat and tract boofes of a Government Land Office. 1 would 
recommend something similar for our use, and in getting up the 
blanks would almost wish to consult the C.C.& Mo. . R.R. land -Of fice 
again, as they have similar blanks to prepare and have used so much 
good judgment and skill in preparing their blanks thus far. This 
tract book with the plats are, in my opinion, the most important 
records to be prepared, and 1 should like to have them as complete 
as possible. 

You mention the copying of the field notes from the Surveyor 
General's f f f ice . I presume you refer to the descriptive lists 
which are found in the Land Offices. To trans cibe the field notes 
in full would be a tedious and expensive job, but a copy of the 
descriptive lists would take but a short time and would probably 
be ill that we would require. The plats show the streams, bluffs, 
timber, marsh or swamp land &c. The descriptive lists give the 
soil, its quality- on every line- also whether rolling or level 
■and whether past in m und or stone &c . Copies of the descriptive 
.lists could be bound with the paats and tract books and would make 
'it all very complete, more so than anything I saw at Chicago, 

As the lands are not to be entered before spring, I am anxious 
to have the necessary proceedings had to cancel all homesteads on 
the R R. lands before that time so that all the lands claimed by the 
■Company can be entered at once. It will tafee some little time and 
trouble to look up these homesteads and cancel them. 



On December 26, 1867, Mr. 0. F„ Davis sent me a letter enclosing 

maps of our lands to "be filed in the Interior Department: 

- "I send you today "by U. S. Express a tracing, of our land map 
with the lands of the Company colored. The ten and twenty mile 
limits are also shown by a light shading of India ink; the tracing 
is not joined together, as it could he forwarded more easily before 
joining. The map is for the first one hundred miles, which goes 
nearly or quite to the west /boundary of range one west. 

1 send with the tracing a list of the railroad lands as selected 
for entry, with the appraised value of each tract as'' nearly or 
.correctly as. I could make it without a careful examination of the 
lands. The appraisement of the lands near the railroad is based 
upon actual sales. On the more distant lands where the appraised valu 
is '$2.50 per acre, many of the lands are worth more and would in 
a very short time oomiand a higher price, but so long as Government 
lands adjoining can be had for that price , I do not see as we 
can appraise them higher. 

The figures in pencil on the list are the Land Office fees as 
we estimate them, and are probably not far from the actual mount „ 
We have two complete lists of the railroad lands herej one for 
entry at the Land Office and one to retain iibre # We are preapring 
a list of homesteads on the railroad lands; will proceed very soon 
to contest them as instructed in your letter of 23d inst, 

I will allso attend immediately to the getting up of the 
tract books, 'also of the copying of the descriptive lists, &c, and 
all steps necessary to bring the land into market in the spring." 

The track for the year 186? ended about 28 miles west of 
Cheyenne 
work' as follows: 



j track for the year 186? ended about 28 miles west of 
and on January 1, 1868, I made my report of the year's 
'nl 1 ows : 



" .■ , ■:•« I have the honor to submit herewith the report of 
the engineering land and lot departments of the Union Pacific „, 
Railroad Company fqr the year 1867, including the reports of Division ^ 
Engineers, chiefs of parties and geological assistants. -■ 

' During the winter of 1866-7, Mr. Bates 1 party was ordered to ^ 
examine the outlet from the head of Salt Lake Valley to Snake t 
river, by way of Malade river and Marsh valley, with the design of t 
obtaining some knowledge of the rim of the basin. They examined t 
the %lade river route sufficiently to determine its impracticability. £ 
They were snowed in a portion of the time, and were finally driven 
nut of' the Malade Valley by the continuous storms and deep snows,, 
Early in January, 1887, I sent orders to Mr, Bates, at Salt Lak»e to 
organise a party with Mr, Hodges as chief, to run a line from the 
point where Bear river debouches into the ,. valley of Bait Lake, armmd 
the northern point of the Wahsatch range, connecting with Mr. Reed's 
line in the valley o .f Black's Pork. Full descriptions of the surveys ^ 
are given in the reports of Messrs. Bates and Hodges, and' I will notic 
them°more fully when I come to my personal examinations of the 

country. 

In making the general organization for the surveys in 1867, 

the pressing work was~~ 

1st* The revision of the location up the Lodge Pole and on 
the divide to the eastern Tase of the Rocky Mountains, To this work 
was assigned Mr. L. L. Hills, who, before completing, was attacked 
by a band' of hostile Indians, and killed,' some si x miles .east of 

Cheyenne. . ,, _, , ..... . 

2d„ The final location of the line over the Black Hills to 
Fort Sanders, A party under Mr. Evans had been kept at work in the 
Black Hills all winter, settling upon .the line to locate, observing 
the fal3 of snow, the streams, winds &c. Mr. Evans pressed the 
location early in the spring, the company not giving me over two _ _ 
months to complete it. The location was completed,, and, in my opinion 
wr-s far superior to the changes since made in the line. 

3d* The development of the country from Port Sanders to Green 
River. This work was placed in charge of Percy F. Brown, e under the 
supervision of Mr. Evnans, with *ull instructions to develope the 



country .between the Medicine Bow mountains and Bitter creek on the 
south, and the Black Hills, Sweetwater, and Big Sandy on the North. 
Mr, Browne had progressed well with his work up to July 23d» itien 
he was attacked by a band of nearly 300 hostile Indians, some fifteen 
miles- north "of Lacleded station, on Bitter Creek, and after fighting 
successfully from 12 o'clock until dark, he was shot through the 
body and mortally wounded. The balance, of the party were forced, to 
abandon their stock after Browne fell, and seek safety on Bitter 
Greek. M r . Brown 8 e party had been attacked twice "before— onee near 
Rock Creek, when he lost one 'of his best men, M r . Clarke, one of 
the easocrt and had others wounded. The 'loss of those chiefs of 
parties was very detrimental to our work, and. it required great 
Energy to overcome the natural fears and reluctance of parties to 
push out into that hostile Indian country 

4th, The development of the country between Green river and 
Salt Lake. Valley, reaching north to Snake river; also a revision of 
Mr. Reed's line, if it was found the most practicable for location. 
To this work, Mr, Bates was assigned, with two parties,- Mr. Hodge's 
and his own. The loss of Mr, Hills and Mr. Browne forced m e to take - 
Mr, Bates and his party east of the Green river, to enable me fully 
to develops the country between ' Green River and Fort Sanders. This 
was a country comparatively unknown, but what little knowledge -I had 
of it convinced me that through some portions of it, north' of the 
stage road, and away from the foot-hills that border the great range 
of mountains reaching from the head of the Cache la Poudre to Echo 
Canon, known as the Laramie, Medicine Bow, Elk, Sage Creek, Bridger's 
Pass and Uinta ranges, we should, seek a route for our road. A full 
examination of this country proved that my view of it "was correct. 
The parties got into the field early, with pretty strong escorts, 
and Trere progressing remarkably well with 'their work, when the 
combined attacks of the Indians, apparently along our whole line, ' ' 
not only on the parties far west, but on. our graders &c»» the killing 
of our chiefs, the depletion of our escorts &c. virtually broke up 
our work, forced me to change my orders, and to use the parties 
wherever we could do so to advantage. 

Upon the killing of Mr. Hills, i left Omaha, with a view of 
taking direct chage of the parties in the field, to examine personally 
the line, and such portions of the country as I had never before gone 
over. I left the end of the track, at Julesburg, the 28th of June, 
accompanied by Mr. Blickensderfer, jr., who had heen assigned by the 
President to the duty of determ ning the eastern base" of the Rocky 
Mountains , under jsection 20 of the act of Congress of 1862, giving 
subsidy for building the Union Pacific railroad and its branches: also 
By General J. A. Rawlins, Chief' of st aff of the United States army; 
Major Dunn, aide-de-camp; John R. Buff| General Myers, chief quarter- 
master department of the Platte; Mr. Rogers, Mr. John E. Corwith and 
Colonel S. Seymour, consulting engineer, who was accompanying under 
the direction of the company, Mr, Blickensderfer , in his examination; 
also Mr. S a p,» Reed, superintendent of cons ruction. General J. T. 
Casement and J. I* Carter, government directors, with one or two 
of my own assistants, going .out to replace the men killed; and 
Mr. J, A. Evans, division engineer. Most of the party were taking 
advantage of the escorts that had been provided for me to get 
safely through the country. I pushed out by rapid marches up the 
Lodge Pftle Creek valley » examining the line, and entered Crow 
Creek valley, pitghing our camp at the (now) city of Cheyenne. 

Here I immediately combined O'Neill's and Maxwell's parties., 
under Mr. Evans, who pushed forward the location from Pine Bluffs to 
Crow Creek crossing, the work having been, abandoned and the parties 
.-driven out on the degrth of Mr. Hills. This was a difficult location 
to make, as 1 required that we should in no gi?ade exceed thirty- five 
feet to the mile, desiring to make that the ruling grade from the 
Missouri river to the eastern base of the mountains. After running 
several lines we settled on the southerly line, entering Crow Greek 
valley some seven miles east of Cheyenne, following to that place, 
and connecting with Evans' located line over the Biack Hills at the 
city of Cheyenne, On the completion of this location I moved west 
over the Black Hills, leaving Mr. Maxwell's and for, O'Nei'l's parties 
in the Black Hills to make some surveys desired, by Colonel Seymour and 
• pushed on to Port Sanders, Reorganizing our parties and escorts 
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here, 1 left this portion of the wort in charge of J, A. Evans, 
"Division Engineer, • while I pushed on to. Messrs. Brown's and 
Bates* parties. Soon after leaving, the sudden death of &r, 
Evans' wife called him east, and deprived me of his valuable 
services. At Fort Sanders we entered the 

Laramie plains 

The formation of these plains, which 1 treat as embracing 
the country between the western base of the Black Hills and the 
North Pork of the Platte river, on Rattlesnake range of mountains, 
is a singular one. They are really a park, similar in formation 
to the Middle and North Parks, but much less elevated, the level 
of the plains being v. bout 6500 feet above the sea, On the east and. 
north they are bordered by the Black Hills ranges of the Rocky 
Mountains, which stretch, about due north, 150 miles to the 
Laramie Peakj where they turn almost due west, and terminate in 
the Seminoe mountains, a prominent peak rising at the mouth of the 
Sweetwater, which comes in to the North Platte from the west, and 
is really the West Pork of the Platte, the North Fork of the Platte 
river coming in from due south. On the south they are bordered by 
the main range of the Rocky mountains, snow-capped the year round, 
and reaching an elevation of from 10,000 to 17,000 feet ab Trove the 
level of the sea. Timber covers these slopes to 8000 or 9000 
feet above the sea, and then- gives way to continual snow, which 
never j to my knowledge, has left them bare. In this range, we 
have the prominent peaks 'at the heads of the Little and Big Laramie 
Rivers, which border the North Fork, the most noticeable of tfiich 
are in the Medicine Bow mountains. Elk mountain, Sheep's head, 
and the peaks south of North Fork Platte crossing. On the west the 
Rattlesnake range juts out from Elk mountain, and runs about north 
to the North Platte crossing, reaching only 8000 feet in height. 
The North Platte canons through the western range in latitude 
41° 68 s while the Medicine Bow cuts the eastern range at right 
angles, really separating that range from the foot- slopes of the 
northerly range of the Black Hills. 

Through these plains run the Big and Little Laramie rivers, 
which rise in the mountains bordering the southern rim of the 
plains, canon through the Black Hills just north of Laramie peak, 
and enter the North Platte near Fort Laramie; Rock Greek which 
rases just east of Medicine Bow peak, flows due north to latitude 
42° then west, into the Medicine Bow; and the Medicine Bow, whibh 
rises in the peaks of that name s flows due north to latitude m° 
then westerly, canons through the eastern range of Rattlesnake 
Hills, and enters the North Fork of the Platte river 150 miles 
northwest 'of Fort Sanders, in latitude 42° S f a Except in the 
mountain slopes to the north and south of these plains, no timber 
exists of any importance. The plains are covered with- a growth of 
bunch and buffalo grass, and, as you get away from the foot-hills 
of the mountain ranges, you find numerous lakes, the most important 
being Cooper s s Lake, two or 'three miles long to one wide, strongly 
imnreVnated w * tn alkali, the borders of which are impassable at 
most seasons of the year, destitute of vegetation and overgrown 
with sage brush and greasewood . ' 

From this description of the country, it xs plain to be seen 
that our line is necessarily confined between the range of mountain 
on the south and the foot-hills of the Black Hills on the north 

The indications of snow and the lack of water in parts of this 
' country caused me to seek the lowest elevation on the plains, and 
olinply as closely. as possible to the water-coursea, by following 
?he Laramie, Rock creel, and perhaps the Medi fine Bow, to obt am a 
line away from the high mountains, unexposed to drifmt snow that 
woSw be adjacent to water, and enter the coal-fields near Root 
Greek The lack of fuel indicated that we should follow the valley 
of that creek upon reaching it, in order to avail ourselves of that 
great fo?m a t io/and supply ourselves with fuel Orders were aooor - 
fnlly sent to Mr. O'Neill, as b- on as he finished the location to the 
mouth of the Little Laramie, to run the lines above indicated. 

From the Medicine Bow crossing &r. Brifwn had run two lines— 



one down the Medicine Bow valley, which Indicated the m st desirable 
route, as it avoided crossing the Rattlesnake Hills, hut which, for 
reasons that will appear hereafter, he abandoned, and found a line 
reaching from the summit of the eastern range of the Rattlesnake 
Hills, about &§• miles north of Fort Balleck, in latutude 41° 50' 
at an elevation of 7124 feet above the sea and 555 feet above Medicine 
Bow, which pass has since been named Brown's pass, and is now 
known as such. Prom this, summit: to the North Fork of the Platte fte 
followed down Mary*s Creek, which canons through . the west range of 
the Rattlesnake Hills and reaches the forth Platte five miles north 
of the mouth of Pass Creek, in latitude 41° 46'. 1 was sati sfied, 
from my examination, that Browne J 's line could be educed to a grade 
not to exceed 80 to 75 feet between the Medicine Bow and the North. 
'Pork of the Platte, snd this made us more anxious ttfat O'Neill's 
surveys might prove a' success. 

We laid at the North Pork of the Platte tow or three days, in 
which time 1 gave the .country a pretty through examination, following . 
the Platte to the point where it: canons through, the 'west range of the 
Rattlesnake Hills, and determining, in my own mind, that Mr* Brown 
had got the only outlet to the North Platte from the mouth of Rock 
Creek to this canon on the south, Mary*s creek being the only creek 
heading in the eastern range of the Rattlesnake Hills and flowing wes- 
terly to the Platte within these: limits* 1 also examined the approach 
to Brown f s line from the northwest, thinking that Bates might be 
forced finally to connect at some point near Brown's crossing, instead 
of making his connection further -we st, near the divide 'of the continent. 
Subsequently, from letters written to me by Mr. Bliekensderfer, who cro 
ssed the Platte near the mouth of the Medicine Bow river on his 
return, 1 ordered Maxwell to run;a line down Martha's Creek, entering 
the Platte north of the Rattlenskae canon, in latitude about 42 . 1 
also otdered Mr, Bates t'o run a line all the way 'down the Medicine Bow 
Valley to its junction with the North Fork of the Platte. 

Maxwell r s' line' was, fo'r"ni'ost"o'f the" distance, far superior 'to 

Brown f s» having a lower summit to cross, and with lighter .grades; but 
the crossing of tfaw west range of the Rattlesnake Hills was so objec- 
tionable that, on my return trip*, after personal examination of the 
lines and surveys, 1 beeaffle satisfied thatBrowme '' bad examined this 
country fully » and had not pushed his surveys in that direction for . 
the same reason that 1 was obliged to abandon the lines run by ^axwell 
and Bates* The death of Browne "before 1 could reach his party, with 
the loss of notes and all the information he had obtained in a thorough 

reconnoisaanoes of that entire country, aided greatly to our labors, 
and in fflany cases forced us to eover the same ground twice. 

At" the North Fork of the Piatt®, Mr, Appleton joined »e . He had 
had charge of Mr. 'Browne's party : since his death. The party was some 

40 miles west, unable to go forward for want of water, with their 
horses gone, their escorts used up, and apparently with no alternative 
but to back out of the country that Browne was killed in while endeav- 
oring to get a line through. They were, however, in good spirits, and 
1 had no doubt could soon be put on their feet again. 

After giving the country north and south such examination as I 
desired, and after sending orders to O'Neill, Maxwell "and Hodges, 1 
determined' to push west to. Brown's party, and endeavor to reach Mr. 
Bates, and with their two parties develop the 

Bitter Creek Plains. 

These plains are bounded on the east by the BTorth Pork of the . 
Flatte and the Rattlesnake mountains; on the north by the Seminoe 
Mountains, the Ice Gap range, and the Sweetwater Hills, all of which 
border Mae Sweetwater, which runs to the foot o,f the northerly slope; 
on the west, by Green River; on the south, by the main chain of the 
Rooky Mountains, the Bridgets Pass range, the Bitter Creek range, the 
Black Butte, &c . ^mining diagotally through these plains, from south 
east to northwest, is the main divide of the continent, depressed 
here and losing its mountaintos appearance, in altitude some 7000 
feet above the level of the sea* : It is a singular formation, stretching 
as it does for 100 miles from Bridger B s pass, on the south, to the , 
southeast point of the Wind River mountains, on the north, a high 
• foiling prairie or plateau, destitute of water and limited in vegetation 
This entire plain, 200 miles east and west, and from 40 to 100 miles 
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north and south, has no living streams traversing it, and hut few 
living springs throughout its entire extent. It is bordered on the 
east by the North Fork of the Platte; on the south, by Sage Creek, 
and Bitter creek; on the west, by Green river; and on the north by 
#he sweetwater; surrounded by living rivers, yet within its limits 
there rise no tributaries to any of these streams, which flow the 
year round,, and in August, when 1 crossed it, we travelled days 
and nights without water- except what we hauled with us. 

Another singular fact connected with the formation of this 
great plain is that it is composed of a succession of Independent 
basins, each- having its own drainage, which is concentrated at Its 
greatest depression- in -ponds and lakes, that, in some, portions of the 
year j become quite large, but , gene rally, during the dry season, evaporate 
and become dry* These secondary basins are from 50 to 100 feet below 
the level of the -surrounding country until the main divide is reached, 
and then we enter the great "basin formed right in the centre of the 
main divide, known as Reed's basin, or Dodge's basin; its extent being 1 
about 25 to 30 miles north and south and from 10 to 20 east and west,, 
"When I crossed -this basin it was dry, the bed or lowest depression it 
it being about f'00 feet below- the surrounding country. It was a sur- 
prise to us, as •w.e expected, on reaching the main divide of the continent 
to strike tributaries of the Bitter creek, or Green river, and there 
obtain a continual ascending grade from the Platte going west, until 
the summit was reached, "and then a continual descending grade tint.il 
Green River was reached. After examining the country in the vicinity of 
the North Pork of the Platte, I determined to push west in about lati- 
tude 4lP 50' to 56 s - along the line run by Mr, Brown to the summit, and 
then endeavor to find an outlet in the west that was feasible for our 
purposes s flanking the Sage Creek range of mountains by the north and 
Duff's Peak, Red Butte, and other isolated Mountains in these plains 
on the south. We succeeded in obtianing a good country to Separation 
Creek. This' creek rises In the Bridger s Pass range,, flows north 
and loses itself In the broad plain or depression on the north border 
of the Bitter Creek plains. This depression is so' marked and distinct 
that It becomes psominent feature of the formation. 

The main valley of these depressions rises near the South Pass 
butte, and extends east along the southern foot -slopes of the Sweet- 
water Hills ? Ice Gap, and Seminoe mountains, narrows down and its drain- 
age runs to a basin near Red Butte point, In about latitude 42° 3'. 

At Separation creek Mr. Blickensde'rfer, Jr«, and his party left 
me, with the intention of going east along the foot-slopes of the 
Black Hills and north of the Medicine Bow river, 1 informed them that 
it was impracticable for them to do It with the train, having pushed th, 
through the country years before. They, however, obtained a good 
route east by taking the Sandy Gap, or Fremont's cart pass of 1849, when 
he came down the Medicine Bow with his carts, and worked over into the 
Sweetwater valley by the Seminoe Gap. The morning that we parted, I, 
accompanied now by General Rawlins; Major Dunn, his aid-de-camp; Mr 
Duff; Mr, Corwith, »y geologist, M r . ¥ a n Lennep, and M r . Appleton, 
chief of Brown's party (after giving Apple tone's party instructions to 
work back to the Platte and rev ew a part of their line run, and ro 
seek an outlet to the north towards Seminoe mountains, as 1 had deter- 
mined to push Bates's party, Mien I met them, through into the upper 
north valley, ) struck west, to seek water and a crossing of the divide 
fuBther north, taking the old Cherokee trail. I followed this trail 
to the summit, finding water In lakes and a country that would afford 
a o-ood line. I reached the divide of the continent in about latitude 
42° Pushing over into the Red 'basin 1 soon found that we were at fault 
in all our iiertofore formed opinions of the country, and were really, 
descending into a basin instpad of the waters of Gawtriver. _In this 
basin- 1 met Mr. Bates and his party, who had got into the basin, got ^ 
out of water (had been out for three days) and had been forced to retire 
with his t>arty to the last water on his line. A portion of his party 
and escort had come very near dying from the use of stagnant or poison- 
ous water from one of the lakes in Red Desert basin. He had with him 
a reoonnoitering party hauling water for hiB,to with their teams, 
and had calculated and was running a / lint %ro* the end of his line to. 
Brown's line, at the divide of the continent, endeavoring to develop . 
the country, and if possible find water, so that he could get his line ov 
over 'it. Upon meeting him and comparing notes of the north and west 



formation of the plains, I soon comprehended, the make of the country, 
changed his orders, instructed him to abandon his present line and 
seek an outlet to the Platte further north, get into' the broad valley 
that I have described above as spiriting the foot- slopes of the 
Sweetwater mountains and endeavor to obtain a feasible line from the 
mouth of the Big Sandy to Red Butte point, which would keep him in 
the vicinity of the 42d parallel of latitude, and with the" lateral 
line that 1 ordered run, and the -southern line being examined by Brown's 
party, would effectually develop these plains, bring, out their prominent 
features, and discover to us the true line acrosa them; determining 
then, "on my return to give the northern portion as thorough an examina- 
tion as 1 had the souther ,• Leaving Mr. Bates there, I pushed out, at 
12 o'clock at night for water. Taking a westerly course by night, with 
Pilot Peak for my landmark in the day, we endeavored to find an 
outlet over the western rim of Red basin that would lead. us to Bitter 
Creek, as I saw plainly that it was all- important to cross these plains - 
on the shortest possible route that would carry otir line from running 
water to running water. Folio wng the Cheorkee trail, we soon got entang- 
led among the c liffs and precipices at the head of the middle fork of 
Fitter Creek, and worked our way as well as we could into Bitter Creek 
valley, striking it at Point of Rocks. This examination satisfied gs 
that to obtain a practicable line into Bitter creek valley or to Green 
River by this outlet, we must turn out of Red Basin further east, and 
before encountering the rough, impassable country bordering the heads of 
the middle and north forks of Bitter- creek. The divide or high land 
at the head of these streams really forms the west rim of RecfBasin. 1 
accordingly started Mr, Appleton back up Bitter creek-with his small 
.escort s with instructions to find an approach from Bitter Creek to the 
basin that would give us a lov; summit and a- feasible line; to develope 
the entire country between that point and the north fork of the Platte 
on the east, and the valley down which Mr, Bates was running the line on 
the north. He succeeded in doing this during the fall and. early winter, 
though with great hardship and suffering, often being without water for 
days and also wit out fire or wood. He nevertheless did the work fully 
and successfully* He met the ftifstion and solved ife. 

On reaching Bitter creek I followed it along the line run in 1864 
by Mr. Evans. The country is so marked here, so broken, that there is 
no question as to .the proper route of the road, if it sought Green 
River by the Bitter Creek route j and we pushed on rapidly to Green River, 
reaching the crossing August 12th, where Mr. Hodges of the Salt Lake 
party met me, and 1 immediately commenced the examination of the line 
and route heretofore run by Messrs, Reed, Bates and Hodges, to overcome 
the Wasatch range of mountains and enter the Great Salt Lake basin. 

Mr. Reed in his surveys had demonstrated thtt our line must seek 
Salt Lake Valley noeth of the Uinta range of mountains. We were, there- 
fore, confined by that range on the south, and the north rim of the 
basin on the north. 

The country to be. examined, therefore, no matter whether the 
approach was made from the month of B itter creek, or as high north as 
the mouth of the Big Sandy, or as was afterwards ascertained, as far 
north as S ou th Pass, which covered all the ground on which any of our 
lines cou3>i appraoch Green river, was that portion of the eastern slope 
of the basin drained by Henry's fork, Black s fork and Harris' fork of 
Green river, and of the western portion drained by Weber river, Bear 
River and their tributaries, 

?he singular formation of this country was, that after passing the 
rim of the basin, we struck Bear ri¥er, heading far south in the Uinta 
and Wasatch ranges, running almost due north to Soda Springs or Port 
leuf 'gap* and emptying into the Grate Salt Lake, Withint this bend of 
Bear river lies the Wasatch range of mountains, a spur of the Uinta, 
mwed, bold, and narrow, the approach to them from the east, anywhere 
near the head of Bear river, or south of Yellow 'creek, being by a descent, 
from the summit of the rim of the basin; but from points nortn by tri- 
buaries of Bear river it would require a great ascent in a , short distance 
while the descent from the summit to the wasatch west was Sudden. The 
country to the west suddenly gives heading in the Wasatch often canon 
throuph' spurs and preserfLnfor^idable obstacles for us to overcome. At 
the northerly point of the Wasatch, Cape Horn, the rim of the basin 
opens out to 'the drainage of Snake river without x .any perceptible summit, 
and is known as the Soda springs, or Port Neuf gap. The topography of 
the country has so plainly indicated this route fiorth and the route by 
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Bear River, as a means of avoiding :the Wasatch entirely, that Mr, 
Hodges had been instructed to run the line from Salt Lake City up 
Bear River to the Intersection of Reed's lino, at the point of the 
crossing at Bear River, hut its great length, being from 80 to 100 
miles longer than the Weber valley line, In no way compensated 
for the extra distance. A careful examination of the north point 
of the Wasatch mountains Indicated :a route over them by way of 
Hani's fork, Hodge's Pass, Bear Lake' Valley, Martin's Pass, and Cache 
valley was 'so far advanced when the route was discovered that it was 
too late to run a line over it this fall but- orders were Issued to have 
a line run as soon as weather would permit in 1808. 

The approach east and west to Martin's Pass f- rough the Wasatch 
3s- po short" that I do not anticipate a line that will be as feasible 
as the Weber Valley line. On the Weber valley line the great obstacles 
to be overcome were the long tunnel at the head of Echo canon, the heavy 
readies, and also the tunnel and heavy work In the w e ber river narrows and 
canon. To svoi* the Echo canon tunnel, great effort was made to get from 
Be«r River into Weber by some other stream, by Lost Creek or one of its 
branches; but the Instrumental survey of aU the approaches for miles north 
demonstrated that the Echo canon line was the best. Instructions were 

still further anfl I hope thecurvature policed. 






■ -704- 

On Dec. 11th ami 14th, 1887, preparing for our work for the 
com ins year, I wrote the following letters to Mr. Oliver Ames in 
regard to my plans for obtaining' rater* and equipment: ■ 

Was nf vie Ta-n, -H £ - 

"It is evident to me that .we will have to make new preparations 
and increase materially outf facilities for getting -water on our' 
line. Vie are travelling now in a country furnishing running water at 
all seasons of the year, 

1 think that a mill and tank gang should be organized who 
should put in mills and tanks not only at regular stations, 18 miles 
apart but at suitable places hilf way "between each, at the point where 
our intermediate side tracks are going.. This party should proceed the 
track men so far as to at all times have the well ready before track 
reaches the point and who can demonstrate far enough in advance the 
practicability of" obtaining water at different points on trie line so 
that our stations can be. located in reference to it. 

where wells do not furnish Sufficient supply, drainage to the 
well by tiling should be adopted when practicable; when not, reservoir 
should be made. The soil west is such that it will hold water in lakes 
or reservoirs and in many places reservoirs can be dammed at small cost 
and water be had at all times. 1 am confident that the Placing of tanks 
and aide tracks at the intermediate stations as road is built will .save 
time and money. The amount of side track there would not exceed 6 oer 
dent of line. The aide track from 100th meridian west, tanks, windmills 
coal sheds put in this summer by company are all chargeable to the contrec 
fcors. But more are now charged up to the company as'renairs • 

This would make a vast difference in cost of the road, if carried 
to proper account m its statements. I also think that we should put 
up immediately, wind mills at all the permanent station.,, aff r in nlent. 

?Lr^ r roafirsu:^ that °°**™^* <*-** * ^^-^1^^ 

of traeJK ^thev^U t °o n*/* 1 } and + ta " k P**^ being far in advance 
tLTeln SoVa SS ^l^e^/^^ f^n f^nate* *s - Nation 

be made to follow ou>- tract It thtlf ne * t year » ful1 Preparation 

• in the aprinr ro\o ^ -'"nder full head wo^f' Stat J? n ho ™*s~aiv that early 
and Cheyenne-- that m achiniryJLSl^T! y hr^ m r hl ? e , Sh0pS at Horth Platt ^ 
ready to go out into shops s as roored i"?? "f f ° r . thiS wlnter > 

plaint here regarding this matter esnec?n??v n , considerable coo- 

on line, and Government is pres^L^ S tn J r W When water ia Peking 

„ In ** pinion, by ta' TiZ lYittll fl,l°^^ ita wlnt ^ supplies. 
for and accommodate ourselves to the , L P «® r ^V We can Provide 
or as we may f ind it on the line ^ " a furnished by the springs, 
be very cosflv sunplvin- it it-*' unle f b we r] ° » you aay f inr1 thp J, if ^, y -,-, 
reference to the acon^a! ^g" 1?"*?™?°. °" *"** ™ ££l\ 

. 8 for road repairs?" trajl,s - 

10 extra engines to take plane n ? t , 

B. V ony engines for awiilhtn* ° SS dia «>l e rf. 

ment ... ^ m - -; ~ ••—*« to rIVS ■&$%& Zc ^^ 

OV Lefct * Un ^er the $7500 
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contract J yon have ■ plenty of funds to fully equip the road, and I 

urge that the contracts be made and a full supply placed on* the 
•road, We must open In spring well equipped, well organised and 
this 'winter is precious time to us. After we get 50 miles west of 
Sanders I consider the fuel question solved for next year and we 
shall from Cheyenne west be In better fix than ever before as the 
surrounding country^ for 150 miles west will afford plenty of good 
pine j wood when coal is not abundant. Our tanks hereafter should 
be 24 to 06 ft. In diameter and 14 to 16 ft. deep. They are now too s 
small and too far apart. The large tanks should be built at Regular > 
stations and small at intermediate and all should be immediately suppl 
led with letter numps and xWnd-raills v. '• •. .' ; * ! " /' 

The track laid per month. the past year was as follows: 

40 miles' for October 1866. 
13 milsss for November, 1866. 
5 miles for December 1866. 

5 miles for January, 1867., 
5 miles for February, 1867. 

6 miles for March, 1867. 
1 mile for April, -1367. 

4.1 miles for May, 1867. 
59 miles for June, 1867.. 
30 miles for July, 1867, 
58 miles for August, 1867. 
10 miles for September, 1867, 
- ' 40 miles for October, l'-67. 

10 .miles for November, 1867. 1st to 15th . 
10 miles for November, 1867. 15th to 31st. 
12 rrriies for December. 
^^89 miles, total, 

"The 'first of January, 1868, 1 commenced organizing the parties 
for the- location of the lines Fest of the Black Hills, across the 
Laramie Plains and for the preliminary surveys west of Salt Lake. I 
had instructed Mr. Blickensderfer to engage one division engineers 
and four or five Assistant Engineers, fixing the price for a Division 
Engineer at $250 a month, for first Assistant at $150, and the 2nd 
Assistant from $100 to $125; also ene engineer for the fflfsr ouri 

River Bridge. 

During this winter I was In Washington and had my engineering 
office in the 'Interior Department .. It was a fortunate thing that. 
! opened to be in Washington as a .great many questions 'were brought 
£ a^Ce -a a + £eat*^ on account of the attitude 

o/the Central Pacific and the friendiineess of the Government to them 
and a s I was right on the ground, I could generally meet and solve - 

them . . ■ 

-lie land department of the Company was under me and on January 
€ th I wrote Mr. John Duff, Chairman of the Committee on Ian* grants 
'as follows: 
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"1 enclose herewith the tracing of our land maps showing all 
our lands with ten and, with twenty mile limits. The India ink 
coloring showing the division selecte- 1 by me as Agent foi Trustees 
and Company, The maps also show timber, topography, &c . and is as 
nearly perfect as can he made, I accompany the' map with a list of il •) 
lands to each piece. I have set a price that they should now, in my 
opinion, be offered for sale at. 

There price has been set by Lr . Davis who selected the lands 
but as soon as sale commences, they will have to be re-adjusted but 
will now form the ground work on whiah all othe' apportionments can be 
based. The figures in pencil show the cost of entry of the lands . A 
great deal of l^bor has bf^en put upon the li -t an-^ map to bring the;.* in 
a shape to place upon the market. I can et a jouient's notice, enter all 
of 5 a part of t s e list, having had duplicate lists made an-" having ::. 1 f-ie ~< 
the certificates v.s Agent to enter then . T adi very confident it is the 
true policy of the company to btoeng their Icn "s into market, not only in 
a financial point but the t by the settlement, a local trade may be built 
up along our road. 

Heretofore the Government has allowed settlements under the 
Homestead and preemption acts on the even sections of all lands within 
the 20 mile limit, but by the following decision of the Goiumiasion«rs of 
the general laud Office and Secretary of the Interior, you will we the t 
no settler can now enter upon the governm nt section and the compppv not 
selling odd sections actually prohibits any settlement within ^5'mil-s on 
each side of the railroad line. If the company ever eater the lands ^ich 
will only cost some , it will then open for settlement und-r the 

Homestead ar.fl pre-emption acts, all Government Lends alona ur 1 ne "? 
will also thiow them 'open to cash entry st $2.50 r>*r acre Jl« I 
question but a l,rge emgiration will fake a vantage of t'Ms „ ®}"' 10 , 

sales and e.iccurarf,,, th° settlement anH S ' eo h " r Ilol ' 1in S ba <* our 
'-UI enable ns to receive' ™ , " f °f Covernmer.t Lands. This 

pus!, them 011 the market Li *' ° f 0Ur lMds th! ' n " e "■* ^ << 

and kee /°l Sre^fS^erS; s^^.^,^^^ °" « h °°™ 

our syate., of record and sale -- lV - slon » -^ all die time be perfecting 

initial Xt: 8t * ^ SUbBit * is as Allows on first 100 miles west, of 
A-es in 10 nlle l^t-898 146 60. Land office fees to enter 

Acres in 30 to £0 miles limit's 
Land office fees to enter 403,855.58. 

Cost of taxes between 10 and o n In ,, 1 . . A H, 912,00. 
Total amount due coSpany Wlle llmits ' *2,085.00/ 

Total cost of fees on land V'u2,004.08. ' • " 

20,549,00 



row into 



»arm of oui 1 o 1 . n M n T 7 Sj,^.S»^ 8 Of *S0 f? 49 we ,m th ilIlu 

^s%,- g- s i° ^ 



opinion the ?^< *£Z»r£\lt^ ^ " ^^ie^ £"/"* 
necessary sotlon to bM „ E ' in to ^^St^,^:^^^ 

m, -Lcoiiifa v/hethpr we sell 

*|«11. I'Lavrl^foSe^one'^'Ljy 1 .. ™**1*8 »>a pa has 5 een v9rT 
Ws purpose, all t , e re3 t of the wb, '"" " Pavln > specially fo y 

and drau g ht ano n at odd tl'ef whin o^o^ 9 ^? j^/'^-* 
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In addition to this, we have now nearly ready a full system for 
sale of lands with the necessary plat, records, hooks, &c '. In getting 
this up, Mr. Davis has visited the. Til. Cen. Ho., the C.r. & u, r,o* and 
I have also looked into both systems and I am certain ve will have a better 
system than any heretofore inaugurated, those companies have been very 
accommodating to us, have shown us the good parts of their systems and 
enabled us to evade the ijnneeessarjr parts of their system and to add parts 
that a long experience in land sales has told me would be advantageous to 
us, I think our plat books will be the most careful and ample ever gotten 
up; by it s at a glance, we can tell the position, quality and cost of Ian 1 
its then condition, whether for sale or sold, and its description as given 
by the Government surveyor, who selected the land. 

Mr. Davis is now under- my instructions exa ining all homesteads 
within the 100 mile limits to ascertain the actual bonafide settlements all 
other rill be contested anr>. decision had so as to transfer all such lands 
not actually held by settlers to the company. 

As soon as the system of sale and record. is fully comnleted, I 
will present it to you for approval," 

A new contract was made by the. company with the construction company 
based upon securities instead of cash. It was known as the oakes Ames con- 
tract and a portion of it was as follows: 

"Commencing at 100th meridian. 

]st 100 miles -- -$42,000 per mile. 

2nd 100 miles -- 45,000 " " 

3rd 100 miles -- 96,000 " " • . 

4th 100 miles -- 80,000 " " ' 

6th 100 miles ~~ 96,000 " " 

At least 350 miles to be built in- 1868 provided U. t P- n D nn 

transport material,, F " " * v0 * can 

, + -k T ° ® x P end f'J 500 P er '"He on machinery shops and equipment Pavumnt l 
" V?.? 9 Kiac1e °? estate of chief engineer in bonds and stSck Sn'ce^JS 
conditions. All to be built to toe satisfaction of engineer nrt r ?i~ 

specifications of Chief Engineer Thi«? ™«t™T~ + i e " , ? in f cl cJlfi u P on the 

as folloSs: Jan * ^^ * ^° t& ^ ' S ' ' B ' Reed in ***'<* to our work for 1803 ' 

"Shen I wrtfe you from New York 1 intend to W * $ ^ {n ^ oy% > ^ '' 

what I thought would be the pla f (mf, ' , tC ' ' - ,osi ^ on - 

recommended that the work sho^S be 4S 2J L " f S Wori * ~'° r A ' lis y ear -I 
you should have under v u th?ee or *•« J h!« , P T* r J ° Uf or in other words 
tion, such , B a Supt. o b f g 3 ,C Shot ??, ^^T 1 parta 0f ^struc 
work and vdio should- be held re^on^Me lot'lf ahonl * be devoted to that 
tanks, wells, stations, t * c . I thiik XJ^Tt^ ^ ° T "** . Another of 

o. track, n ig your wells and l ™- ion should test the country ln advance 

Creek 70 or 80 miles, last i£n t^il between Worth Platte Knd Bm Pr 

^X^-Tt^S'£^ 

I sliom/,u' J^-ng the proper time. y ln that y° u wil ! : 

should be turned Sver t th° 3 P ° lnt Bhere " was best tlZ rsco ™endea that 
tek, chf , ge of th^ia^f^l'^ny.an* they handl^^tf^ rimnI «S l»« 
there I U r Eed t]lB nl s £ 1r ° „2\, f th ? Missouri River. This J^J ? 01nt > als ° 

summu and a Iar G e ioSm %>?'-?', least 2r -* miles of "r^. °„ ?, "Sf Sny hito( ' 
fall back upon in ,„, ™ timber, ,^ivin^ v „ , ,„, ,' OL on uh e Black Hills 

«st of su " P i . o :'^ emergency; ties "and bridt t ,* E amol,nt or '»ateri«T to 
rear to bring it"™ ^' ^'^ *» fondant u P oS t he *oo *'? heln S S°<*tenio3«y 
— s X think ls ^J/" ^"^^.f ^^ ^ g^g/ 
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They have let or soon will, contracts for machinery, say 50 new 
engines and one for every ten miles built, and all cars needed, Snyder can ■ 
build vhat he wants at Omaha for his local business, While I can see plain 
iy the difficulty you have labored tinker, and -while the company should see 
it, they do not always do it and now we should prepare this winter and do 
,all we can to -forestall and avoid the causes of delay the past year. Brief 
ly, the above is about what I recommend, and hope it will meet your views. 
They agreed with me mostly in these .natters and your knowledge of the 
practical working of everything connected with- construction will enable 
you to arrange it so. as to meet, successfully the work before us. 

One thing do not hesitate' to call now for what yon want next sea- 
son, and in picking --"our head men get good honest active ones If you can 
and make them do their part, I would also commence building telegrapy as 
soon as weather will permit and stretch It righ'. through to Bitter nreek 
and. to Cfreen River as soon as reached, it 'will be of great benefit to you 
In grading, bridging and In reaching the work that must be' done west of 
Green River. The cost is a baggetelle compared to its advantage. Bent, I 

think would like to go to work under you and I believe he would be - a ^ood 
man for sovae one of the Positions. Last week I closed upthe Denver busi- 
ness and we will have 'th^ffo^ulld this summer. Now I am to work on ' the 
Portland Branch aid if we get the legislation that the TT.^.r'oast ask, we 
wilx have that to build via Ham's Fork, Bear River, Port ¥-mf Gan -nd • 
Snake River to Columbia River all the TI.!". Coast, Oregon, Washington' 1 3 nho 
and Montana are working vigorously for it and even if Se d ° '4 ?M* 

™?^ 

gable waters of Snake and Columbia in 300 to 400 miles "" 

are for ne^ea?.^ d™ the 5?Je y ?ntS I ';i.? 8 '-t lnS "? 1 ° nr anrt whpt aspects 
remembered to'krs. Reed if she Is SltwL ^11°^ &C *^ Wl 3h to be * 
our town at Sanders? if Parties -i th ™?^1 ?***,* J ° U thinlc We sho « M P*t 
at Little Laramie, Me4cine Bow MoS J Jt ? n 1 S ° + in ° n Laram ie ^ns, 
business by getting logs in, saw?L^niS ^f^L!?? !! taMis ^ a ^rge lumber 

along 
get iogr 
iixvux- lo «ajLT, Lake and beyond if «o : ^" " *'" a UJ -°° UIi J-ocp.tion from Cree 
Sanders to Green River a d" 1 1 to S !?" r"* FV&nS With 4 P arti ^ s ^ 

Wahsatch is 90 ft. grade throS-hoSt? Lf i 0l yoi,r Way * Hod S es line over 
tunnel 800 ft. long? l"5n ? down Tr^ r- ^7 WOrk ' 6 TO ™« and o™ 

' <±bi. ? i., ir . House wrote me that r«,. v 
at O.aha, „. onW furnish mr ; ^ Gen " — • *»r. HaBteP 

Pennies wioh twelvewall tents at *-+u 

"""-■. w ::,:;;;::,:::r;r:r — --•■ 

«M Bho„ H be organi2ed fop _ oo, a pa„ y as t0 how the 

■• iU -t Gon struction frw +k q 
™ur .ho wae meMline ln „ ervth * th - 00Hln « «-. col. 3e,- 

»«e cr»„ lsBa of iar . ,, „ " n ° " °°™°"°" «th the roe,, ]larI mde 

'St oi Lhe construction T - ■ ■ 

s^r-ss :?- -~ ttat if he di n ; ; a ~ «- >- *„ *,„ 

I r eC exv et , the f ,U„, ln - lsttep ^ h -» and On Jan. ^M 



"Yours of Dec 27th is received, 1 am aware that the New York 
complications will render any place on the road that is desirable 
uncertain regardless of consequences to the" Interest of the work. 
If the Company are' not satisfied with the management here it is 
their duty to make a change, 

1 have no time to fight for private interest or to keep track 
of mistakes made by enemies. My whole time is devoted to the work 
and 1 had flattered myself that the progress made was satisfactory. 
There have been parties here who show a disposition to control the 
whole work, backed perhaps by parties in New York/ My plan has 
been to do the best I could for the company regardless of this or 
that man or interest. You have my thanks for pitching in on my 
behalf and I hope to receive a full statement, from you of the fight. 

Col, Seymour has written me a letter in regard to location on 
east slope of mountains, sending a copy of a letter said to have 
been written to president- Ames; doubtless he has sent the same to 
you, £s the Colonel chooses to force me into the fight on location 
I shall not answer until I hear from you in regard to the matter, ' 

The track" is laid 549 miles . Grading to summit will all be 

completed in four weeks," 

v 

I saw from letters received, from Seymour that we we#e to have 

the same" fight during this, year as,, we .had, had, during the last»r, , ;, 
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The fact that in all probability the Union Pacific road would *b 
not reach much beyond Ogden,. had 'lead me to investigate the ques- 
tion of our continuing the road, from there to the Pacific Oceqn, 
through Idaho and .Oregon' to Portland, and I 'had given this a good 
deal of study and was aneious to put engeineers on to examine that 
country. 1 therefore wrote to -Mr. Ames in relation to it. On 
January 7th, he answered- this letter saying; 

"1 am satisfied the road to Oregon will be a first-rate 
operation when the time comes for doing it but with the -immense 
amount of other work we have the present year on hand, and the 
probability that all aid by Government will be refused to lines 
of Pacific Railroads until 'those now in progress have been com- 
pleted, leads me to think that : the Oregon Road will get the geby 
this year, -If, however, it should prove the Government subsidy 
should be obtained for this line, .and that we should be the 
parties to secure it, then our interest would dictate a support 
of a bill substantially what you desire, as showing- the favor that 
our corporation would extend to- the proposed road to Oregon." 

"The Union Pacific Railroad Company will use their best efforts 
to secure the construction .of this road whenever the people on Its 
' line shal awaken to this importance, 'It cannot be built without 
Government aid, but our company should not appear as applicants 
for this charter, but it should come through the exertions of 
■ representat laves- of Oregon."- -. :■ ' 

1 had already introduced in Congress bills covering this line 
but they. were not taken up with a friendly disposition in the 
House and Oregon itself did not move in the matter; therefore 
nothing was accomplished. I was satisfied in my own mind that 
mhen the Union Paoific was completed, that we should be forced to 
'build it by private enterprise. 

The contracts that were let for the work for cash for the 
coming year by the Construction Company were : 

Earth escavationa at 35 cts. per cu. yd. 
Bridging at $80 per M.B.* 
iron at 8 and 12 cts..' per; lb. in bridge. 
Solid Rock at §3.. SO per e.u. yd . . 
■ Loose rook at-|l.50. *4. * *< 

' . • Mr. David Yan Lennep,' who' had been my geologist, a very com 
patent man, 'left me to go into the employ of a large corporation 
as a- mining engineer. He was a great loss to me because 1 de«~ 

' pended upon' him to finiah up the geological 'survey which he had 
projected, covering the whole .' country in which we run; however, 
his examination had, up to this time, developed nearly every "-coal 
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mine along the Union Pacific road that has been utilized up to this 
time, 1911, and a good many others which have not yet been opened 
but which are said to be feasible working mines. 

' We made a contract with' the North-western railroad to trans- 
port our iron from Chicago to the Missouri River at {8. 00 per ton, 
we to furnish the cars, and we; agreed to pdy Mr. John I. Blair, who 
was building the Northwestern road to the Missouri River, a bonus 
of f 75,000 if he would arrive there by April 1st. There had been 
a great conflict the past years between the company and the Con- 
struction Company, Br. T. C. Durant, who had been at. the head of 
the Conatruction Company and who had cost the road a great deal 
of • money on account of lack of ■ experience, interference with 
contracts etc. At one of the meetings of the Executive Committee, 

he made this statement: 

"I deem it but just to the officers directly in charge of 
construction to state that in my judgment, if the lines had been 
located and the grade established, with a view to taking advantage 
of 'all "the" capabilities' offered by 'the "oo'untrjr, within "the" limits "' 
preserved by the charter, as has been done to a great extent by 
the Central* Pacific Company, and if the running of the road had 
been left in the hands of the Construction department instead of 
being placed tinder a separate and independent organisation, 
the track today would be laid on every mile of grading that the 
company has completed. The company would have saved from five 
to ten millions of dollars in cost of construction, and the 
character -of the road would have been such as to enable it to be 
operated arot maintained with much greater economy and profit to 
the stock' .holders than it can rso"< be done. 

His idea was that wherever it would save work, we should 
use the maximum grade of 116 ft. per mile. That was the grade 
which the Central Pacific used in the Sierra Nevada range, which 
was a question of necessity with them because they had to raise 
8000 ft. in one climb, while the mountains we went over demanded 
no such grade and the maximum that we made was 90 degrees but when 
Mr. Durant said this, 1. . id .he knew the Government would not 
accept a line over the range of 116 ft. _ per mile, when hie own 
enginorfe- - had recommended grades of 80 and 90 ft. Of course, 
116 ft. grades over much of our line would have saved considerable 
cost in the road, vfclch He calims whould have gone to the etock- 
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I ho U „ 8 but no englneer of any| reputation wdum adQpt ^^ ^ graae 

, . on the lines which „e had laldow the ^^ t ^ ^ 

. this to show „r. Buranfs methods. He Qnly presented them Rhen 

f he was out f powe]3i when fte waa ^ the taaa ^ construowon ^ 

had no such suggestions to make. 

Our Gilding the road over the .ountalns > y Kay of 0heyennas 
and leaving out Denver, one hunted mlles southj made ^ ^^ 
for us to hutld a fcraneh line f roffl onr llne t „ Dmw ^ ^^ ^ 
.people of Colorado. Mr. R. ■*. Case had teen placed upon that work 
and we had obtained a very feasible llae one hundred and ten miles 
long and had connected ilhis'., two lines r; ^ ,, .-,■, one 
eunniaa f close to the mountains and one striking the mouth of the 
Cache la Pquflre and following up the Platte Valley to Denver 

' JaMmry ™&L%*f %%*&.***' the ^ertlntendent of . 

the road to Cheyenne - ^wrote me the ' following letter giving the 

conditions of the road' ready ^ for. the. work, that .was ..before-' it for ■■■ 

the coming year: , " t^^ent^Wp^^ 

"Arrived here Saturday night having taken four days by freight 

Lon on the 




and west • 
« . . - - ...-___ Julesburg are 

giving us some trouble yet, but I hope to have them all 'in shape • 
•m two weeks. Have had. no show yet to give us -trouble at any. point 
on the line and all trains are moving promptly. The Missouri River . 
bridged saved - us -on the fuel .question. Am stocking the road with 
coal from Grand 'Island west, to be prepared for any contingency.' 
Coal found near here is not suitable for locomotives. . ■ ■ 

Track is laid twenty- four miles west of here. Casement has 
disbanded his -track- laying f oroe ; for the present. But two miles 
more can be laid for some time to come and as it would be very 
poor track,, iron bent &o. by spring, I think Mr. Reed will lay no 
more until ready to staft with full force in April. ■ 

We rare unloading iron and other material here. There is now 
no change of cars, at 'Omaha. Tariff on' Chi . ft N. 1. Cars will pay 
for the bridge, and crossing our : own material will save us twenty 
thousand dollars and over. : 

We have the new bridges all ;in up to Silver Creek. ' Have been 
crossing the new stone truss bridge at Columbus several weeks. Grading 
between the two. fridges at Columbus cost some $3000./ 

Business- f£$r for this 'season of -the year. Travel more than 
1 looked, for. •"-"'"! want to get one -hundred ,and fifty miles of iron 
'" here before spring, then we will have no difficulty in keeping up 
with construction and doing all other business. This winter, if 
not snowed up, 1 will get all equipment in first rate shape for the 
season. In all our work 1 find that coaches, baggage, box, freight 
and platform cars made at 'our own shops are superior to any that 
have been purchased, and cost us no more money*. 
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Bridges west of Sidney are : not in fl ood shape. Have had to 

dance with origi anl plans. In my report to President, ott operati 

to Dec, ol.l867, I will endeavor to show the amount of work done 



ons Tin 
rk done to 



• ^ His- letter shows the condition the road was in -hen turned over 
to the mmmBmn^^j the contractors and the work needed to put it in 
shape for heavy traffic. Mr. H. M. Hoxie was appointed Assistant 
Superintendent it Mr. Snyder. 

The Company had not yet done anything in opening up their lands 
for settlement. Mr. Snyder, who was operating the road, was very ' 
anxious th&t we should make some: arrangement by which settlers .could 
go on their lands. He thought it would create business for the 
Company.' I had urged the opening of the lands on the first two 
hundred miles of the road, as at' this time no person could buy or 
.pre-empt any land within twenty miles of the track. The Government 
had not opened their lands for pre-emption, hut the opening up of our 
lands was bringing the Government lands for 'sale and settlement and 
even if we put a price on our alternate sections, so they were not 
liable to buy from us, it would result in the settling up of the 
even sections heldby the Government, JBfter some time this was 

accomplished.' 

Mr, Snyder wrote me the following letter ih relation to the 
operation of the road, taking a directly opposite view from that of 

Mi^Durant: • "cheyenne,- Jan. 13, ■-1868. 

"The arrangements f or ( frock next year as per your programme, 
will be a great improvement on this year's operation. 1 would 
suggest that in Casement's new contract, if he secures one, that 
he has nothing to do with the expenses of train,- that trains on 
construction he operated by the company. Also that he pay tariff 
rate for all his supplies shipped on the road. We have suffered 
materially in equipment during past season through carelessness 
of train men on construction, and the shipping of freight free for 
a party who sells largely in competition with paying customers is 

igkff S lIleiPg5 a Me ?r f iS P |t!eI? ad l M fg^^gJg^hSK^aU^fhlrs 

..working by the day for contractors, have been keeping stores for 
'their individual profit and getting their flight free. It is not 

Just to continue that style of operations If" they wish to show fair 

earnings for the road. : 

We will need at least twenty more intermediate side tracks next 

season, and large tanks at each." 
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Mr. .Snyder had under him Mr, k. T?.. Bean, Master of Transpor- 
tation, who was placed there .by the construction people and was 
entirely in their interests,,. Mr. Snyder had removed him as incompe- 
tent. There was great objections made to this in New York, which 
1 had to .goto New York to settle. 

Mr. Snyder wrote me on January 12th in relation to this matter 
as follows: ' '' /& C ,i, 

"I propose to remove H. R. Bean, Master of Transportation, 
this week. 1 am very poor and have a great deal of humility, but 
I am neither poor nor humble enough to occupy the position of Supt . 
and have as rotten an administration as Bean.-'; under me if 1 am 
able to prevent it. One of us must quit the- road at once. If the 
Directors would like to make kr, Bean. Supt., I will remain with him 
one month and impart to \\im all the information I possess relating 
to the affairs of the road , If they wish me to .remain, 'I "must 
have the power to reaove any person who disobyes orders. Had you 
been Supt, Mr, A. A. Bean would have been dismissed three months 
ago. 1 have borne the affair much longer than I ought, and as long 
as 1 can. If my head goes off, it' is with a clean record and 1 am 
ready to start on 'some' other road, as a. warehouseman, where I com- 
menced, as I have the muscle, if not the brains,' to earn an honest 
living." 



On January 13th, we had a fearful snow storm along the entire 
line, over two feet of snow falling and blocking our work for some 

time'. 

It was very important, if we were to build the road that was 

far W 
intended , that we should lay down at Cheyenne at least 150 to 200 

miles of material .which the running Department were endeavoring to 
do. In January the Construction Company made a divident of 180$, 
80$ in bonds and 100$ in stock, which was considered a very handsome 
dividend. There was nothing equal it before and it run the Construc- 
tion Company's stock, as sold in Boston, as high as 350. This 
dividend^ called the attention -of the' people to the road and gave 
them a false idea of what the real profits of the road were. The 
Capital of the Credit Hobilier, which this dividend was paid on, was 
only $1,500, 00, and the company had "built 6o0 miles of road at a 
cost of perhaps $20,000,000, so that really the dividend upon the 
amount of work accomplished was very small, but people did not stop 
to think how much money had to be raised and expended to meet this 
dividend; it was not in cash but in 1st mortgage bonds and stock; 
the stock was not then considered to be worth very much money, if 
any. 



-716? 

In order that the Military authorities might know long in 

advance what our demands upon them for escorts, protection, etc. 

would he for the year 1868, on Janunry 14th, I wrote the following 

letter to Gen. C, C. Augur, Commanding "Department, of th^ plmirifm 

Washington 
"It Is proper for n:e to inform yon thus early oi our plana 
for this year, and of the projection we will need, that yon. may make' 
preparation for it. 

Between Port Sanders arid Green River, I shall want escorts for 
four parties, these isoorts should he fifty Infantry and thirty 
cavalry or from 70 to 80 men for duty. 

We suffered the past year from the fact that our eeoorts 
though apparently large on paper, rare very small , in effective 
force, hut being aware of 'the pressure on you, and the unlimited 
calls or your troops, we did the bent we could under the circum- 
stances. "The escorts should be ready to move 1,1 arch 1st, as I shall 
start my parties then, unless the weather is too sever to live in 

tents . 

For construction, we will want to distirlrafe the force from 
Little Laramie to Bitter Creel; near Laclede, say 200 miles and i woul 
siuureqt that as soon as we open work, temporary stations be mrde 
at Little Laramie Rock Creek, Medicine Bow, Browns summit, North 
Platte. Rawlings Spring, Dodge's Summit, Clay Buttes and Bitter 
Creek or in that vicinity; these posts to be strong enough, to keep 
out detachments to protect intermediate working parties. _ «e shall 
also'nmed detachments with the tie gangs plong the ^dicine Bow 
Rono-e from Little Laramie to North Platte and perhaps one deo*ch£ent 
ir ?he Simenoe mountains. If will depend entirely upon the length 
of iinterC at what time a part or all of this force will be n»eded. 
S e shall o-pen 200 miles of work soon after the frost gets out of 

the eroimd r ersggest that three - emporary basis of 

supplies 'for the escorts, that one with engineering parties be 
established at North Platte, Laclede and Green River; thie will 

3aVG t 1 ™^]! establish these points for depot of supplies for my 
P-tiLf lit 'year the troop took only ,0 day, a^lxe^^^ 

to ut most efforts to keep out of the w.y o tn- £ & ^ P^ 

% SparaX%2S If ^nt^e* wlV Without doub, avod , 

any delay. • n h e comparative peace the 

While we all hope the u *o <^-J- Drvjr1en t to start not 

couiTv* season, yet I do not en xt 'X S -oumoat co^iclly 

am P ly""prepared to meet an J ^«i Sency . Th.M ^ .^^ 

on behalf of the company and fV^]^ aeaaon wlU pioce us 

if forts to protect tne roau, I hope to ^ ^^ Qnly Uy gliard 

virtually beyond the hostile ti ^" a ™ officers selected to command 

thp rear. 1 will thank you to f se . u fa thej should be the 

the engineer escorts are ^^er^, ^aj^t Jie^ ^ ^ 

best in the Department as upontto, in a , pllah .n 

success in mu-eys"aM the amount -f * o. k 
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I had written a letter tolir. Reed outlining briefly my own 
Plans and then calling his attention to the necessity of keeping 
a telegraph line .far' in advance of our track and to have men in the 
woods during the winter cutting ties -aufficient to cover five or 
six hundred miles of road, and also the necessity of locking up 
the sources of water supply because that would toe one great '• • 
question that would 'arise in the movement of our trains. I had • 
also laid down other matters of minor importance F-nd on Januarv 
l"7th. ne answered me as .follows; Cheyenne, 

Yours of 6th inst. is received . Your suggestions are good and 
what I would like, r had Suggested, before receiving your letter, 
the building of the telegraph line as rapidly as possible to Green 
River, or as far west as the Company effect to build the road this 
season, 

I fehall have to get some bridge tiihber from Chicago and would 
like to make' contracts for it before opening of spring, also for • 
all timber required for water tanks. My tie inspectors keep me 
fully. posted on the tie question. If Davis, Sprague and associates 
succeed in filling their contract we are all right. If not, will 
have tourble again this year to get ties as fast as will be require 1 

The water question, I am aware, will be a serious one, an^ 
must be attended 'to early and efficiently. Your engineers can as- 
sist m-' J very much by noting all places in the vicinity of the line 
where water can be obtained. Heretofore there has not been much 
trouble and stations could be located in advance to suit the grad. : ;.. 

§s regards the Company's operating the road, it is desirable 
to have them accept it as fast as' possible. At the same time tk>"- 
road should be completed before turning it over. It is almost h 
possible to do work where the Company are running trains. 3hould 
i he road 5 or any portion of it be turned over before it is compL-vod 
the cost of. finishing the work should be estimated, and allow the 
Company to do it. 

1 hope the trustees will purchase and send out cars for the 
new work to be used exclusively on construction and let the Com- 
pany unload all construction material at the end of the road 
operated by them. 

The stations near Sewers should be located either &t the foot. 
or at the small stream west (sta. 2930), The graound at the po', l. 
furnishes the best water, good at both places. 

If the large shops are not built at Cheyenne, I would move- f-i ^ 
as far west as Rock Creek, Coal is abundant and convenient. Lum- 
ber for building cars can be obtained at that place as convening :*--. 
any other point on the Laramie Plains. 

The grading should be put under contract early in the seas-.-; 

to Green River. 

1 would like to go in with you and- others "to supply fne Com- 
pany v/ith coal as soon' as the track is laid to the coal on the 
Laramie Plains," 

On January 2 2nd J' the Commissioners examined from the 510 th 
mile post to the 540th mile post, which was then within one and -v;.- 
half miles of the end of the track laid and accepted it. This 
point was some thirty miles West of Cheyenne, at this time iV^ru 
were 1800 men working on the heavy grading in the Black Hills. 
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. There were five 'hundred men manufacturing ties at the heads of the 
two Laramie Rivers. The snow in the woods was three feet deep on 
the level which made it impossible to do any hauling to the streams. 
At this time, the snow in the Black Hills! was only two inchds deep 
and very little in the ravines, 

I had been pressing .General Sherman and General Augur to 
make preparations for the furnishing of my engineering parties with 
escorts and for placing troops along all the line that was to be ' 

opened up for the purpose of protecting them from the Indian 
Depredations, The Indians had been agrees ive since 1867 and from the 
■ information I could get were prearing to swoop down on us as soon as 
we opened up work in the spring, ,. 

In answer to my letters, on January 23rd , General Sherman 
\ wrote me as follows: 'Washington. 

"Last summer when on the Indian Commission, Senator Hender- 
son repeatedly told me that the subsidy of $16000 per mile to Rail- 
roads and the liberal compensation to the stage lines \¥as intended 
purposely to be in line of "protection" by the military. Gen. Augur 
has shown me your letter of the 14th, in which you ask pretty 
large escorts anfl posts for the protection of the operation of your 
road. I wish you would see Mr .Henderson. Show him. this, and have 
a simple resolution passed Congress directing the General in chief, 
f or Presidents to afford suitable military protection to the parties 

K engaged in the location and construction of the Pacific Railroad. 
-„ This 'will warrant the expenses to which we are put, in providing 
|.,,j. / the troops and trains emplojred for that purpose. 

'"'/ le had to bear the blame of precipitating an Indian VJar, 

because we tried to protect these roads and stage lines, an^ that 
was used as an argument why the military should not be used for a 
purpose antagonistic to the Indian nation." 

On receipt of this letter, I introduced a resolution in 
Congress prof ivid Lng for this which was promptly passed giving 
the military full authority in the matter, although Congress thought 

they had already given it to them. 

The question of coal for fuel for the road when completed 
was a very important one and in the location of the line to Denver 
I had Instructed Mr, F. h ? Case to keep this in view in his location. 
...He was disposed' to throw ■• his line out to the Platte Valley which 
was a cheaper line, while the coal beds lay nearer the mountains, and 
I had made objections to his line on that account. On Jala-; 26 th he 
wrote me that he was satisfied the coal veins run under the pi-tte 
Valley but Mr .Van Lennep, the Geologist, had come to the conclusion 
tha the workable coal was nearer the mountains. He knew the »i»ss 
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which had been developed on Clear Creek, Boulder, etc. were 

much heavier veins and 1 was anxious to get near to them. It was 

my intention, originally, to build the line by them. It was a much 

than the pne.i. -., 
more expensive line, arr* *-v.s built by private enterprise from Denver. 

They kept out in the. Platte Valley and the result was that there 
was no coal on the line by way of Greeley to : *#teF#luje .'in" after 
years we had to build the line from Denver tp through the coal 
regions- to Ft, Collins and then : on to Cheyenne which should tiitviiiiieen 
line originally built. The traffic today in that country is ao 
large that it supports t\: . cm- three lines from Denver" to Cheyenne. 

On January 30th, Mr. Snyder wrote me that the weather was 
fine; no snow. Traias moving rapidly and construction material 
going out very rapidly. Report on the work in the B1 ^J^l^^ s$ 
favorable. The discovery of ,g©*-i at the head of the Sweet Waters 
attracting much attentin and 1 fear will effect the labor viestion 

■■Seriously on- -construct Ion,,, and perhaps .in .operating. It will, 

however, help us much in passenger earnings. Gash business continues 
very good. 1 want to take in' enough to pay operating expenses, Hut 
am more anxious now to get construction material forward., Sprague 
has a large force at work on ties, if he can only get them to the 
track and we can get 200 miles of iron to" Cheyenne this winter, 
then there is no reason why i5Q miles cannot be laid this year." 
, This was his estimate, while my plans were for over 500 miles. 
" H e says: "Mr. Hoxie is helping me very much.. He does everything 
thoroughly and will be a valuable man for the company. ^The bridges 
West of Juleebung, particularly 'west of Sidney, are not what they 
ought to be, and 1 fear will give ue trouble. They were not 
coveted according to the original plan by contractors. 1 have a 

force on them-. iw|- 

On iHB.SOth he wrote me again: , .. 0maha ^ 

- "Mr Ames wrote me a severe- .letter, on the 24th, ^proving 

the Board for approval. : _ | 

kSiMi^^^^^^^^,.^.^^, _,^ ; :. . -- .M 






I only write now to -let you know that in Hoxie's case, 
I did what evidently 1 was given authority to do. If the New York 
fight is transferred to Omaha, X propose to quit.' I want to either 
get .along pleasantly with all or try my luck somewhere else. 
Since Bean quit there has been : some order on the premises; and on the 
line of the road, the roughfe have had to. travel. 

The Company ought to liave here a Managing Director,, one 
who can at once decide all questions of importance, and it ought to 
be a man who is a large stockholder, in whom all the rest have perfect 
confidence. .As 1 have been alone here most of the time, I -have had 
to do many things not strictly :in my line of duty, yet prompt 
action has been necessary and I had to assume the responsibility/' 

: ; about . 

1 knew that Mr. Ames ,; letter was written to Hoxie after the 

opposition of the Durant party : had exhibited itself in the Board but 
1 had no fear of any action. 1 knew they would not take the \ 

responsibility of removing Snyder. .1 immediately wrote Mr. Ames 
that Mr. Snyder had withstood. Bean much longer than 1 would have 
done; that his removal was beneficial, to the company j that Hoxie was 
of the material which was needed in a country where we had to meet 
' all kinds of conditions, roughs, robbers, etc; th»the had the nerve 
and the faculties of getting along with AettJ'^and that I trusted 
no further action-would be taken in this matter, and none was. 

Oh February ist^f had matured the plans for the work for 
the year 1868 so as to cover the country from the summit of the Black 
Hills to Ogden and Salt Lake. : 1 was satisfied that with the 
material Snyder had piled up at Cheyenne, that we could at least 
reach Ogden, about 500 miles.. : I was also satisfied that, after com^ 

■ municating with Heed, Evane and Blickederfer In- relation to the condi- 
tion of the road, its equipment and the ties that were being gotten 
out, that if we could get to work on the track by April 1st, that " .. 
we could very nearly reach Ogden wIthin.1*e^a P . 

My plana were to give Mr. James A. arena the ™ B *H^cffl 
the summit of the Black Hills \ to Green Hiver; Mr. Jacob Blickensderfe, 
t ^ TCy ?rom Green River to Ogden and Salt Lake with outside parties ■ 
, to handle the country, if necessary, from Ogden West, using for the ■ 

t*ne being the outside partiaa to Uit. tt. — *»" develop a little ; 

■ more' the crossing of the Wasatch range. X instructed Mr. Bliotaend- ; 
' erfe r *o place hie .first party at' a point on Bitter Creek wMsre ? 

, . ■,,„_ +o re-locate west on a grade not to- ' •: 
Hodges ended his located line, to .re j.oo . 

^- exceed 60, foot, if possible, :to flees the' Piedmont range with It ■ ■ 
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and to avow the heavy tunnel In Reed's .survey at the head of Echo, 
His second party was to he place, at work on the East base of the 
rim of the basin and locate over the Wasatch, the three parties to 
work fro* the head of Echo Canon west to S den. He says: <>i iook 
upon the crossing of the rim G J the basin an, Wasatch as the points 
which require the most B 'tu *y an, to avoid, if possible too many 
crossings of the Weber and obtain two short tunnels and if passible 
hug. tho north slops of the valley so as to avoid snow slides, the 
important point* of this location bein 5 Green River, the rim of the. 
Basin, Teber Cnnon, the ^asatek and Weber narrows." 

Mr. Bllckensderfer had three parties under Mr. F. s. Hodges, 
Mr. Bates and Mr. Morris. 

Mf instructions to ,.rr. Ivvanr .- ■ : . • ... v, er9 3S f i i0?IS: 

"You are assi-ned to duty as engineer in charge of the Laramie 
Division of the U. P. R. 'P. " ■-■■?. • ..- 

There will be placed under you three parties, which von are to 
organize. Col. Hudnuit -.ill be placed at hea.-d of one, and the 
-head of other two yon will select. These parties will be placed to 
work west of Medicine Bow so as to the best and most speedily locate 
the line, 1st to fitter 'Creek and then to the junction with Mr. 
Rllckensderfer 8 s location some five miles east of Green River 
in Bitter Creek Valley. As fast as 20 miles of line is located, 
profiles, maps, notes ,<Vc. will be immediately and directly forwarded 
to lir. Reed, and a copy sent to the Omaha 6ffj.ce to be copied and 
forw T' "lad to me . 

T'(,yn3 ( you understand, Is the important part in. making this location 
and, I therefore desire that parties be started out by March 1st,, if 
weather will permit. 

Gen, C. C. Augur has given the necessary orders to have escorts 
ready for you at Fort Sanders and I advise a temporary depot for 3tore ;Jl 
be made at North Platte sn^ Laclede or near there. I hav also stored 
at Granger on. Black Fork, grain for one of your parties which can be 
obtained on their renchlnn: Green River. 

The profile of location must show very correctly the '^^idrclng 
.and clear wader way needed, and as soon as possible after --each loca- ■ 

tlon an estimate of quantities, bridginy'j etc. will be sent to Lir. 
Reed and to the Omaha office. 

I have given separate instructions in relation to responsibilities 
of chiefs of parties. An Invoice of everything turrftf over to them 
that is property of Company will be made to each' chief and duplicate 
forwarded to under officers and receipts taken. 

In location west, I am anxious, to get to Green River with no 
(trade to exceed 00 ot 85 ft. ^rv^ lighter If to be had without too 
great expense of alignment . arid Fori, 

It -"111 also be your duty tolook after the construction west of 
St. Sanders , ' so. far as I have any control over It under the Cakes 
Ames contract. You will also organize 'a party of practical' -miners who 
will under your instructions test aad open the best coal mines on 
the line so" as to develops their, feasibility .and capability of fur- 
nishing this road with coal. This- is an important matter and all 
mines opened and .tested will be 'properly claimed for our company 
or for members of It as the district law of that country may d.etermin 
to be . 

You will keep me fully advised of all operation? of the different 
parties writing me when possible at least once a week and the notes, 
■profiles and maps' must be promptly forwarded to lir. Reed 'iid to my 
■office at Omaha ss fast as possible that we may cause no dela^ In 
construction. " ' ' • 
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Instructions to Li r. Evans: 



Creek and when nmfi « , between medicine Bow a.nd Fitter- 

U'n.* ttm f?r P n?"1n"truct?^ S n 6 .**"* t0 . Lr " ****"«** note of 

as well as ourse?^/sho t ?d Sr^^i^^o^rn^ f ^ ^ ^ 

the country mentioned." ' ^orot^hly posted on water question in 



Instructions to L;r. 'Bliekensderfer; 



You' 9 re assigned to duty as engineer in nhar^e of* Utah ni lH c^,- 

°f. th J ^f ClfiC RSi3r ° a ' *"* ^ hl P^«e^ to^Utah atlhM^l? 
^r/S!^ able la ° in : n !', to P re P a ™ the Paries for the fieW. I S03L 




L. dspa rtm^nt at Ft. Bridget" 



, •■--- . — ■.. o»v. 4 uiu . .uxc utsenuK arm possipiv one 

two rule team to each party with one saddle horse or rule for chief 
of party, T desire one party placed at wort: at a point on Bitter" 
Creek where Hodges ended hi? located line and the portv to r^ocn'e 
west or reexamine Hodges location. As s 0n as firm 1 ooatioV'j s" 
made to Blacks Pork, profile with grad e ,: , ■• . , i eV el notes "nnd 
alignment will he promptly forwarded to marao office, so that thev may 
he turned over to contractors and work rea^y to onen ear] v in the"' 
sprlnp:. Prof, the west profiles, maps, notes, frc/v/il] be''forwaV,Wl 
as fast as location of each section of twenty m. " les is finished. 

The second party wi ] be placed at work' near the east, base'of 
the rim of the basin a and location made west over the rim and into the 
Weber Val ley . 

As soon as location on this? part is finished to Bear River. 
notes will he forwarded as above and third party will be placed "at 
work up head of Echo Canon to reexamining Mr. Hodges, location at- 
that point and the hefet possible location obtained over the Wasatch 
range. I desire to overcome this range with no grade to exceed 90 
ft. if possible without too much curvature and too -much work. The 
long tunnel at the hea-i of Echo, on Reeds line, is very objectionable 
and should be avoided, ivi -■ . Hodges location throws out" the funnel 
with 90 ft. grades, but he has great curvatures and parts in a tunnel ' 
one mil.- from summit, some 600 ft. long. 

1 look, upon the crossing of the rim of the basin and '"as toll as 
the points that require, .vast study and leave the matter entirely to 
your judgment. It being* -possible to give definite instructions in 
the matter. 1 desire the grades flattened on curves so as to equate'.' 
the friction on curves to' 1 tangents. It is also important that a speedy 
final location of the k'eber Narrow s be made, Lr Hodges location seems 
from profile and map, good. He recommends some changes voade, you will 
Examine. 

The great, question here is to .avoid too many crossings of feber 
and. obtain two short tunnel?, if possible, hug the north slope of thr 
valley. Snow slides are said to be less frequent on that side of 
the valley than on the south, vm" 1 in fact, one of the great questions 
to studTr in the whole 'ocation is the sro'> question. Prom the. foot 
of the Narrows, the line in rny opinion' should be kept on north side 
of • ;, *eber River to just above th^ ^k-ber Canon, then cross, and cross 
back again to north ride rt Wells Gatear "Devils Gate and_de bouch 
out on valley below Weber Bridge ,>•<"•' re er.Rivor, the rim of Basin, 
flie v r eber Canon, b'asaieh cad ?'eber bar-rows, which are the important 
points for us to settle location on first as we desire in May or 
June to open work at all these points. The matter may be such east 
of Wasatch that you cannot work in Larch, but can in the be her and Sale 
Lake Valley, You must use your judgment in the matter and get to work 
as early as possible. The areat question with us is time and everv 
moment, possible must be used. The maps, orofilns, cam. that I left"' 
with Hr. Hodges has my remarks on them as* I examined the line and 
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end country. In my personal interview with you, I hsve ^enVon 
more definitely my own views, but as I h-ve before R aifl.%oi1r P 

llVni i*™^ f rSe U ~ T e your own J^S-ient fully in location end 

obtain toe best possible line to be had. r consider the Pjeneraf 
™?*° of t-e line fixed as crossing Preen River near .aouth of " 
Patter Creek, thence to Blacks Fort, up Blacks Fork to l.u^v Vlll 
the ku^y (anrl the locr.iion u this stream wil] need studv keen 1 * 
line crosses the Greek too often. I thought line oowTd b e "]airi oh 
the valley table but may be mistaken) and -over the Rim of tbo basin 
south of Quacking Asp hill, then across Bear River end over the 
Wasatch summit in the vicinity of Reeds. Hodges a^ Botes' line.fi, 
ne q r hear" of Echo Canon and then s wn Echo to ^eber and do w n Weber- 
to Salt Lake Vs Hey from there west. As soon as party is at libert 
I will nenri further instructions for purveys west" of Bait Lake. 

T would suggest for speedy work end to save time tkmt you 
make" a base of supplies at Green River or Grongers, leavi.no- a men 
in charge, fo that Fvans party can drew from the -t if necessary, 
the simple articles ouch ns are used in samp end groin for stock bein, 
what, is necessary to heve. The experienc- of Hodges, Bates or Smith 
will be of eroof aid to you in determining toe outfit of each perky. 
It should be mnde with a du« regard to economy, but in sued s mariner 
as to render the parties most efficient. 

Maps and profiles, notes, &c. of that country end of all surveys 
heretofore made are in the hands of kessrs. Bates and Hodges in Utah, 
they will be nn-ier your orders exclusively and will be turret over 
to you with eve y thing "on desire and give 'you all the information 
you need or they have. From Omaha you wi 11 take a full supply of 
profile maping paper, tracing cloth, field books, vouchers ? pay rolls 
%c . 'T«. d with the insftaiinsrits in TTta'h the Division engineers an- 1 
Assistant will be required to furnish the additional ones needed for 
the per ties, 

I also desire you to report to me often an" 1 "freely and when 
convenient shout once a week of the progress of the work, your suc- 
cesses &c . sddressing me in Washington till I return to Omaha, I 
accompany this with n letter of credit, all drafts will be drawn 
on me at ;uy office in Omaha, end when drown a letter notifying . T ,,E. 
House cf Omaha of that fact will be sent him no that he car make 
proper arrangements to meet them. 

All company property will be invoiced to the chief of each 
party and receipts taken so thst each chi'-f can be he]^ responsible 
for* all proerty in his charge and made to account for it at the 
end of the season. A duplicate of the invoice will be forwarded to 
Omaha office for file; vouchers in duplicate will be taken for all 
expenses incurred and returned to me at Omnha office fro . time to 
time as they accumulate so that credit ma 1 * be given on your account, 

Tbe expenses of party in field or camp will be borne by the 
company, sue 1 -; as rations, transportation, *-.c . when out of the field, 
in eiti^s or in office each assistant and chief of party will bear 
their own expenses. Last year considerable time was lost by parties 
vaitmir- Tor 'provisions, escorts, &c. which on the plan I suggest 
and with an engineer in charge in the country, they are operating in, 
can this season be obviated." 
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iecessary 



The New York parties, headed by Parent , ,;ere not yet satisfied 
with Lir. Snyder and m^e a new attack upon him. kr.. Snyder rent iue 
his resignation to he used whenever I aav/ fit, and I found it m 
to -o to New York to take this Question up. I rent before the Boar- 
of Directors, Isyin- before theai siy plana for the year end the 
necessity of utilizins the experience of sen who hart been on the roed 
and the impossibility of carrying n U t th« plans under new an-i in- 
experienced suen and especially under audi men as Bean,, 1 presne ted 

i;->.,'.0 

to theia a. letter from Mr. Snyder, dated Omaha, 7th, . which impressed 
them verr much and they assured rae t iat ray plans should not be 
interfered with, LIr. Snyder's letter is as follows: 

"I have already troubled you so uuioh with my personal matter's 
that 1 hesitate to write more, yet I win venture to say that which 
I think outfit to be said to iusfify urself. 

In the first place , the Directors know but feery little of 
the affairs of the road here. Every employee wiinjht write ther: twice 
daily end jawt they would know but little of the actual workiry; of 
She line? reasons why, &c„ -'<:c , Letters won't explain it; a :;\ n n 
must be on the -around to study causes and consequences, policy, 
safety, profit- or lose., everything, isy instructions have alwsys 
been 'very liifi M-e :i . Differ-enees-'' in the Board of directors have di- 
verted attention frosi here, and I hove been left to hew out. ray own 
way, end the question oiuyht to be now, whether the road bos been 
managed properly, honestly and econirnicnlly . The only we y to test 
that question is to vac ke the examinations here, probe every depart- 
ment , 'see where the leaks have bean, if an", snd discharge at once 
incaipetent or dishonest employees. I went now, and a? ways have 
wanted, such an investigation "by a t,l oreuiahly competent person. I 
urged it upon l,r. Ames wben he was here last. 
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on train, ^ihe Jo^orTh^W We hav % hfld a different administration 
i i i-.ii. me joaiorb have been removed and everything on thp 

road nas improved. Whiskey is no longer the principal motive rower 

Trainmen understand their duty now and know they have ,c-ot to Ee ' 
form it. They have more respect for them selves /and treat patrtns 

^/^ respectfully. There is now some character to tto m 8 - 
portation department, and the travelling public appreciate it. 

The directors ought to knar that old R.R* thieves -from nvi 
parts of the States are flocking here. They " look upSnlhi^rSad 
as a Government institution, and come here to steal 1 aU tnev can. 
It is not necessary to stock this road' with men known to he "thieve* 
as others can be procured. My policy has been to clean out those ~* 
characters as soon as their sharp practice was manifest, if a man 
domes here with a dime , .boorows money to bring his family, has 
no income but his saffy ■■ from the road, and in six .nonths on wages 
as conductor of f.3 per day saves money enough to live at the rate 
of Sjpl2 per day, and loan money to his friends, it is sufficient 
evidence to rae that there is some stealing. His discharge from 
another road on same ground only confirms my b elief . And I don't 
believe in splitting hairs or paying $1,000 to detect i-vea.'U to work 
up the cgj.se. It is safe and cheaper to get rid of the man at once. 

That the business men of Gtaahahave a prejudice against me, 
is 1 think a mistake. I have refused granting passes to many .of 
them, and have declined giving any special, freight rates. They 
have all been treated alike, civilly always, I think, and have no , 
more, right to complain than a New Yorker who pays his fare and 
freight bills. In purchasing, of course, we buy of the man who 
sells the cheapest. Our supplies come from Chicago and the East 
for the same reason that Omaha merchants do not buy ofeeach other. 
We can do better, if Omaha had built the whole or any part of this 
road, its merchants might claim some special favors. In the question : 
of 'finance they must expect the road to study its own interest, 
doing, of course j all it can consistently to build up all the places 
on its line. In speak ing of the business men of Omaha, I have no 
reference to John Harbach or E. Creighton. 1 have more friends 
here than both of them, and their testimony in a matter of this 
kind is worthless. If the directors think that all the business 
men of this country are Christians then it is perfectly safe to 
run the road without a head. If to make myself popular with all 
1 give every man who asks it a pass and ship his freight at half 
tariff, there would not be much money for our pay rolls. If these 
men growl at my exactions for the road, may it not be presumed that 
I am looking out for the interests of the Company? If I have any 
"pets" to whom special favors are shown, or grant any favors on 
account of locality, religion, politics, relationship or for any 
■other cause, it can easily be ascertained by having an examination 
made. My position was given me to look after the welfare of the 
road, earn as much and spend as little for them as possible. 1 
have tried to fill the- bill. Any man who has authority to give 
passes can make himself popular, and any man who manges this road 
will make himself unpopular with certain clasess if he attends to 
his legitimate business, ^ 

You are right on my feeling as to situation here. Sal gry is 
no object, and glory°is not a part of my creed, I will not act as 
Sunt, without power to discharge any man who neglects his duty or 
don't know enough to perform it. The case now made is a good one, 
let it be decided at once. They can offer me no salary or induce- 
m«net that will keep me here in charge, and responsible 'for the 
management, if my hands are to be tied and the road plundered under 
my own eyes. " <■ 

I also had a letter from Mr. Hoxie tendering his resig- 
nation as both General Transportation Agent and Assistant Superin- 
tendent. He said he did not want to -tay on the road unless it was 
satisfactory to, all parties. The Indepedent action of Mr. Snyder 
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and Hoxie and the high ground they took made a great impression 
upon the Government Directors and "they insisted upon their re- 
tention. This was about the first time they had taken a stand in 
these matters; they generally followed, wha-tever the Company desired. 
This was rather a surprise to the Company, and they evidently saw 
there was a new factor in all these questions. 

Mr. -Jesse L. Williams, who had "been very prominent as 
an ahle * •. : 
Government Director and .r>3 engineer, had been giving most of his ■ 

attention to the hridges across- the Missouri River, but he was 
very active in supporting me in my position. 

CS3?. Hudnutt arrived on February ,10th' and I placed him in 
charge of the surveys for the bridge across the Missouri River. 

On Feburary 14th, I wrote tooth Mr. Snyder and Mr. Hoxie 
giving them a full account of my meeting -.f the Board, in lew York 
and the results; also gave them full .instructions as to the policy 
they should pursue and the efforts they should make to "get along 
with everyone, not to criticize, hut to adapt themselves to the . 
positions they found; 1 thought this would avoid, a good deal of 
friction in lew York. Everything they said was repeated in New 
York , and had a different ^©eircm what was expected. My letter 



to them was -as follows 
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Upon receipt, of this letter, tir . -fhiyder sent me the 
following letter; - Omaha/ February 22 „ l$b% 

"I wrote you a lon. ,T letter this evening without knowing 
•' the result of yesterday ' s meeting in Now York , I nor piece" in your ' 
han-ls my re § ignition as Supt of the road. I take this course for 
the .reason that I wish you to be relieved of °11 anxiety or responsi 
bility in my department and am not willing that you should 
jeopardise your own interests in trying to defend me, 

I have always believed that my appointment as Supt. was 
owing to your kind efforts, and I know that, you have been my farm 
supporter since, I can assure you, Oeneral, that 1 am deeply 
gratefu] for the confidence you have manifested find that. I have en- 
don vored not to abuse it, I can leave the road with clean hands and 
with the satisfaction that I have tried to perform ay duty." 

T] ie Western Union Telegraph Co. had made a proposition to the. Company 
to build j own and control our telegraph business and I wrote tin, 

Oliver Ames my views as follows: _ , ' __ 

" February 15, 1860. 

"I submit, my remarks on the application of the W, I f , w.'r.o. 
referred to me. Taking up. this proposition by sections. Section 1- 
' They propose to give us $15,000 a year for use of our poles., etc. 
which is ten per cent on cost of line. 2nd, Objection-- that now 
bn^ it costs us nothing to keep up repairs as we have division man on 
y^* every six miles, whose duty it in to repair wire «hen down end we do 
/ i riot, have to add to their number or expense to take care of line. It 
* \ is very objectionable to alio-"- any >. ''' one but section men to handle 
1 -and- cars. 
y The w, tt, T . Co. must put wire on or along our road end all 

$ iueir operators, repairers , etc Would have tu-trcvei our- road, poy 
% f fare-,,. frc . is quite a saving,, • ■:.•>■:• : . .• . 4th. We 

■■%y obtain instruments now at, same price they would be furnished at, bo 

*> we make nothing in that . At all stations now, our depot agents are 

our operators, "and we only have separate operators at imvportant 
. i points', while we world under all circumstances be obliged, to hsve 

, \^ an operator in a separate office, now our telegraphing costs nothing 

'v i for operators at snail sistiens. It is very objectionable to have 

Y*' '{commercial bnsinese and railroad business Homing into same office 

4 ' v etna further it is objectionable that a yy one should hove knowledge 

of our bueiness except our own employees. But the -treat and fetal 
objections to this els use is that, we give up the right to do co ; pr- 
evia] business for which we now receive sufficient to pay all the 
expenses of our offices and operators end further we are cutt off of 
the lsro-e amount of Government business ihot is necessarily done 
over our wires which we receive pay for and which goes to interest 
on our bonds, and it costs nothing extra to do all this business. 
For t.hir, what we »et in return is a nominal sum as the cosi,ly pam, 
of our telen-raphiny is now done and hereafter it will be much ^ _ 
■Ho-nter axvVwe carTmake arrsngements any time to do our easvern ousi 
ness'over en- line we willf^^i-pcirs and telegraph wires xree 
T1Cob j fl0 ro l believe me oonld agree to give the exclusive privilege 
of bniidLg o line along side ofAis or what amounts to the some thing, 
I iv p family dispatches of officers of company's would oe no 
benefit 'to us. It is also objectionable to have an operator doing 
St£r eum^eS "business, they ^t ^ entire Y^^^^^^ 

. ^^r^ p -s^ ™%r* ^^ . 

^^-^ of s^ 

our roadl I see no advantage they hove over us n ^cjl 1 u.^^. 

- C.S l K - £o g wo £to send it thr ongh by 

, . .p iv, n rinrmnnv cent 10 i A 1 IS at. ouuuu-lj. . .^.^.i. ■>■>•' • 

SS; at i/SrS(VL no* advantageous *e would carry over W 



y 

V 
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ia'^r^oiSt 1 : men * c * of thelrs at 1/2 rRte that ™ w ™* p«y 

Financially I cannot agree that advantages era on onr side 
for th^ reason: We give up all Government and Coi r br^Us- 

¥e give tip room and office rent. '" '• l -- lt " ob - 

Fe carry all repairs free. , ~ 

S S;i"-i h LH"L a !: f xt ., a COfit *"* ^^ish our own wire. 



<re- 



Fe furnish operators to them at such points as" the- cannot 
paying business, they to us a t points that" it does pa" 

, 3 . J' e h f /e t0 pay fcr re Palrs on our wire that would cost no 
additional expense, ' ' 

v !e give exclusive rights to that company to build alon" n l3r 
railroad line or practically that. 

7/e carry their freight at l/,8 rate. 

And for all that we receive the right to send messages east at 
1/2 rates and get $115,000 a year. 

We will soon have to stretch our wire exclusive for R. Eg 
business and another for commercial local business along our road/ 
And it is often necessary for us to allow patrons to telegraph free 
over our lines on • business we are interested In and relating to the 
freights, &c . 

If. the Co. desire to make an agreement , this would be fair-- 

For use of our poles and offices /and operators when they had 
none $15,000. They to have separate office at all important points 
such as Omaha Worth Platte, Cheyenne, l/2 of all commercial receipts 
going over our wire to go to each company, ^hen wire is down each 
0o„ to use the other but not. to injury of our train dispatchers. 
Repairers, to go free. Freight at l/2 rates. All Coy eminent busi- 
ness going over the -wires. 

All messages of our Co. and Its officers over the wires east 
and west to be 'free. They 'to do -our business at points where thev 
have offices, exclusive right to route as above, 

1 was two years ago anxious and. willing to make an agreement 
with <Pg h. T.Co, and believe perhaps it would be better now but one 
great expense in telegraphing 5 *!?, building. The road Is now over 
and we are In a country where we can stretch our wire this year to 
Salt Lake without extra cost. Another advantage the T f » V. Tel, Co. 
Is a strong Co. and 'I desire to see our Co. In harmony with them, 
but our Superintendent, L/ir. Snyder who virtually uses and controls 
the telegraph is \rerr^ strongly opposed to it; holds we are making 
more money, saving troubles, conflicts, &c. by being independent, 
when we take into consideration the way we re-pir and run our line, 
we would save very little in this ggreement or even the one 1 

proposed. 

I endeavored to make a temporary agreement with the Co. last 
year but the officers in Ne"York did not ratify it and the matter now 
rests as then, an open question. I recommend that some agreeme:t 
be made in relation to carrying their repaires, office material, 
frc. on their own line and then taking messages, train &c . as there 
is no real necessity for conflict; also if their wires get down they 
could at some hours of the- 24 use our wires, I further recommend 
that before any agreement in made, their- proposition be submitted 
to Mr. Snyder," asking for his opinion and his plan for an agree- 
ment between the two iCo's, I would also appoint, a subeeommittee as 
requested by them, a mutuad discussion may bring about different 
views and results from what 1 came to." 
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\Htf 

On February 16th, 1 received a .letter fro, Mr. Ho^ee who ■ 
h«d arrive, in Omaha, an, ,ho wqa to be in ehar G e of the parties 
west of Bait Lake, Ho enclose, an extract from a letter receive, 
from i. IVe8 of the . P . R . ^ Knglneers . Hr> ^ ^ tfe fc 

Stevenaon made see examinations of the country between gear ■ 
Creek valley an. Salt Lake an, found no lines practical except" 
by way of Blacksmith Fork; that he was oblige, to leave the 
work sooner on account of heaw shot; storas. 

Mr, Hodges ha, made r reco-nioisaance over this country 

a year before an, ijr. ives sij,4„„j ,,l ,.,._, 

i.n j.rfH., Claimed it was thirty wiles shorter 

than the line by Echo. 

I concluded to make an Instrumental survey of this line 
■ on, so instructed Rliokensderfer . This information tos a clear 

indication to me that th • Central Pacific people intended, if 
possible «, to bull, East, of Ogden. 

On February 22nd, L{ r . Snyder sent me the items oaking a 
total of $509,542.38 charge, to' construction, April 1st to 
December 31st. This 7raa to finish up construction work, which the 
contractors ha^ not complete, and- was mostly In putting our bridges 
in the To, p;e Pole Greek Valley In the proper condition for use. 
When I was In command of the Department of the Missouri , 
■I locate, the post of Ft. Sanders, where '1 thought the railroad would 
pass very rr ar and I made a reservation there of ten. £#,„ iu(,. of yrouhd. 
Vrhen we came to make our surveys, our line passe, through this 
reservation, ^e established the town of Laramie City on a portion 
of this reservation. I ha, no idea the Government will, mcke any 
objection to our occupy in" the reservation but the officers at 
Fort ' Sanders reported the fact that we 'were Iocs tine; the line and 
build in ft If through the reservation an. It brought orders from the 
w or department in re laid on to it and on February Slot., j wrote a "'-"•' 
Bequqst to , pen.ea?al, : ¥to 1 , /: T.pSh§man, ! ,to,- 1 be allowed: to ..go: on -the 
reservation until proper authority from the far Department was 
obtained . 



' 

On Karch 5rd, General She I'm an wrote me the following letter 

in relation tolfie-sub ject which I had laid before him: 

St . Lou 5 s . 

"1 got your dispatch last night and have answered it, 
and have sent to Ren. Augur one in general terms to facilitate the 
progress of the road by conceding the use or ground near Ft-, Sanders 
for depot, &c . But what you want is a permanent title, not that mere 
temporary use that we are empowered to grant, _ . 

1 advise you to cause the most accurate- plat to be made 
that you can, and delineate thereon the ground you want, with its 
metes and bounds, and what part of it- is included within our Ft. San- 
ders reservation. Then in the name of your company make an application 
for the indefinite use of the space delineated or for an absolute title 
This paper should go to the Secretary of War , who would, properly send 
it down through General Grant and myself, to General Augur, the ■ 
Department commander, a] 1 of whom would doubtless- recommend the grant 
provided the depot, as you say, be as fsr off from the posts as two 

miles. 

In case the land has been publicly dedicated to use as a 
military reservation, (in Act. of Congress va ight be necessary to con- 
vey it to vou, but, as the public land surveys have not yet reached, 
the Laramie Plains, 1 take it that our occupation of that reservation 
can be limited by a simibe order of ' the Secretary of War, so cs.to 
leave the Railroad company the right of selection, under the Bill 
von showed aie in Washington this winter. _ 

I would -not be willing to order the modioioation of the 
limits of a reservation, after the map has been made and filed in 
the %r Department, as I believe is the - case with- the reservation 
in question, but I would not hesitate to grant you the right of 
way, and the use of any reasonable part of the reservation for 
side track and depots, but my grant would only be temporary, and 
could be modified, altered, or annulled by my successors in office 

or by higher authority. . „ x„ 

In a similar case, at Fort Riley, Congress granted twenty 

acres for depot within the reserve, and a fractional section on 

its western edge." 

On the same date I received a letter from Gen. John 

Gibbon, who was in command at Fort Sanders. General Gibbon took 

a great interest in the road, and did everything he couDd^aid ua: 

»T send vou a copy of an endorsement 1 have just made on 
i ttrr. frn t S roL Barlett at Cheyenne, in feference to the 

****** th &s»n\^ — . R * *■ r ople 

that these^iSSy Pollers OT uat along the ; line jf^^- ^ 

their hands arm* and interfere errxb w h ^^ ^ ±n some 
always on these complain ^ sent and debt J country, the 



provisions of Sad. 20 °^ ^^^ Organized towns, and within- 
allpublic lands beyond the limits oi dux^ b without . 

•th/limits of tbe R.R.gran 20 miles on eaoa ax^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
some such provision, 1 au airaio p» 

sadly interfered with. people are waiting anxiously 

to pW-cing it on the military reservatxon. 
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In answer to Ge-'eral Sheraian, 1 wrote as follows: 

Washington, March 6, 1863, 

"I will have a map made as you suggest, but you do not fully 
understand my request. All I ask is that we be allowed to go on to 
the reservation a mile square of it, "not that you shall relinquish any 
portion that government has, or to give us any title whatever, only 
the right to occupy it and land title to be settled hereafter when sur- 
veys are made. The depot is 1 l/2 to 2 miles north of the post proper. 
Now whr. 1 : I hold is this. 1st. That our line was filed in June 1065, in 
-Dept. of Interior as required by law, passing through and over what is 
now a portion of Fort Sanders Reservation, see our charter that gives us 
prior title. 

2rad. In 1888, I made the surveys and moved the Fori", (as command- 
er of that country) from the Forks of the Laramie to its present location 
to bring it where I knew our road would be built so as to have it adjacent 
to the road. 3rd* The reservation has only the order of the Dept. Comman- 
der has been twice cut dmm by such orders and has no existence here either 
by order of Sec. of Far -or by Act. of Congress and the power that made it 
ean abandon it, curtail it or give any privilege on it tho't thev deem best, 
that is not In conflict with law. "~ ' 

4th. TFhen preliminary surveys are made, our deooi mnv fall on 
ddd sections, if so, then it will fall to ur, by the present x acific R.R. 

Congress? ' U " ^ the Act Wf are now P^ting .through 

5 »-. It is impossible now to get any question raised or anv 
decision made here and I had to apply to von In order tb-f ™Z t~ i 

ss 1 ^ sr jus m^; if &*• -- ?■ r ~ --> 

If has no existence L1«° »n' tii'.'.!!! ™.f? Msait i' for «. ™ 

as 1 can 



it" has no existence iA™^^'^e^°^lTUt " " 

learn reaches no hirh.->? th«n n n Q «t "ooduubnwg it so far 

whether the SeS?o? rfr' "ever reo^i^^^ ; Y ° n / n0W bettpr than I 
Whether he did or not, wri S ^ e f 1 J ^f^Tf , the r «servatiou. 
want on :y enough to do or btJinesf 1 f J n ? takes Priority, but we 

at that point/" business and accomodate the people who mav sett! 



reseat-; ^^^^^^.^T^ the £. of ~ - 

Hon. ,>. x _ .Stanton as follows; from Washington: 

line, un^thTj^ the:, ,a p 8 ho»i„, thel 

reservation of Fort Zanders 1? !, i g + ™ f5 upon which ^e niilitarv 
servation of Port Sanders tL.T ^caterf in 1863 an- i 865 ^at 1 
of the District ofthe Lln^ "it i?" y t ° rdSr in ^^ when c«n^r 
taoUshed by la,;, and requir-s oniVfhn te *P ™ r ? reservation, not 

ss^^r-- I ? fS-r-:- ?:id^ i^^ 

district. Gen t^ 11 ^??^^ 6 ^* as "ell as to tho location ^ being 

officer that n hV i^^h? ^ M ° Pder ^eaty ?roHJr ° f th ° 
reservation se lert ed r, , , he coa Pany to enter »no ts\ hls Su Perior 
entered fa !« ^ u^on ?b/ ep0t - % w ^e not SS? r .^ ?°r tion of the 
given. We prefer \ \Jf P he Sounds, and we a oi t 'w thl ' s " ntil w e had 

lished in f "ounn^v ?o- a M ralllta ^ ^servatlon^Sii ^ a ? 01 ^ er °* 
connected with o^ntnn • P rote otion of our nronir.? 1 , law is esta| - 

^ iv ^ ^ the rtepa^ei? S««n'7 In ^ ° pInion the Jr^r 1"? tho P eo P le 

"^ ™ ff ^ We« e narre?offS P T Sf T 

inis letter brought +?■,-, j 1 --". «•' ULl > i 

-x Diou>.iit the neceasarv orders f P(T i fi,« - 
01 «r and Be hafl no further dlf f lo „ lty ^ <^" * -^ -oretary 
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Mr. Elickensderfer arrived In Omaha on February 22nd .with 

eight Assistants and proceeded immediately West for his work. 

Iffef 
On Feburary 29th, Col. J, 0. Hudnutt with forty me.n arrived 

.at Ft, Sanders to go to work under Mr. Evans. I had to send .addition- 
al forces to 'Evans to insure the location of the lines from Port 
Sanders to Green River in four to Fix weeks in order that the 
construction company would not be able to find any fault If the line 
was not ready for them, and I therefore trans fe red Hudnutt from his 
work on the Missouri River Bridge temporarily to Evans. 



J 



On February 25th, I wrote Mr. House to send parties to 
Cheyenne and .have them make surveys for taking the water out of 

Lodge Pole Creek and Crow Greek- and take it hack of Cheyenne, so as 

to supply the surrounding country, town and our shops. It was 

very important to get a supply of water at this o-enter as it was 

not only the important point for our shops but the indications were 

that it would he a very important city in Wyoming ^ and the water' 

question was going to he a very: serious one, 

(ffcf 

On March 3rd 1 received a letter from President li. L. 

Sykes of the North-western toad' asking me to consider the question ■ 
of 'bridging the Missouri River temporarily with a Pontoon bridge; 
He said that my personal knowledge and experelcne with pontoon 
bridges during the Civil War would have great weight in the consider- 
ing of the practicability and desirableness of such a work, 1 
disapproved it on account of the changing fMIfltl in the Missouri 

and the difficulty of holding any "bridge at any landing at' those 

times and also the difficulty of anchoring a bridge in a strong 
current. The anchors we generally used would not hold in the • 
quick sands. I thought that until we could get a permanent bridge, 
during the summer a ferry vould accommodate everything and in the 
winter we could renew our pile bridge in the ice and it would answer 
• every purpose for the- present. : 

On March eth^f received a letter from James A. Evans stating 
that on that date he, with two 'parties, (Hudnutt and o'Neil) started 
out , without escort, the military being behind waiting for transport 
tatL. He said there were Indians in the vicinity of the Platte 
which w'ould force hdm to bunch the parties for protection until 
the escort Joined them. Laraxuie City has been laid out for weeks, 
people waiting .anxiously to buy lota. #20,000 could be realized 
if they could sell but no orders from the War Department giving 
them,the right. The. grading *o the laramie River will be finished 
by Hay 1st." , 



■■•> 
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On March Ufa, T wrote Mr, Oliver Ames upon tlie Lines <to be 



surveyed during 1808 end located, as foli.o-.~s: . 

• - ' Washington. 

I submit herewith profile and map showing the genera,! route 
of the U.p.^.F. line which I recommend for adoption and location 
As •_! shall in my general report go fully into a discussion of 
the several linen run "by us the past, year, I will confine myself 
in this preliminary report to a short description of the several 
main lines run, and endeavor to show the reason the company should 
adopt for 'location the line reooiometided r 

From Ft. S mi /!er3 to Medicine Bow River the line located if-". 
so far superior to ell others that no srgement is needed to recom- 
mend its adoption and there can be no question as to the route. 
The line from Fort Sanders west follows the Valley and table lands 
adjaonet to the Big Laramie River to Station 

miles north west of Fort Sanders; it then crosses in the lowest 
place in divide between Big Laramie River an-' Rock Creek to v?| ley 
of Rock Creek which follows either in valley or on table to the A 
Medicine Bow River crossing near mouth of Rock Creek in Lai . -i.V 
- 54 » , 

Prom Medicine Bow River to Bitter Creek plains, three general 
lines were surveyed. 1st. The line run by Mr. Brown aivi finally 
located by Mr. Maxwell, fellow Medicine Bow Valley about 8 miles 
and then climbs by valley and slope of a small tributary of Medicine 
Bog River' to summit of Rattlesnkae Hills at Browns pass. Lat 
41^' go" making the 'highest elevation between M 
M°flicjno Bow nro ssi n^' gn/i North Fork of Platte it then mellows., the. val 

ley of Marvs c.v£$$^^$xW*&\* Lnr^rline exceeds 65 ft. per „:iie, ok 
it passes the West rano;e of Rattlesnake Hills without any great 
diff'-'oviltv •" ■■■ .'•■,-, ' •■"■ :'■ ...'. at or near the three prominent peaks 
(-"the* Fest kaltlesnake range. 2nd. The line run and located by 
Mr> i,,ywpn which leaves the Medicine Bow Valley 8 miles west of 
Rock Creek, crossing the Rattlesnake Hills five miles north of 
nro^ns summit, in a 'pass .some 300 ft. lower, then descends oy Mar- 
tha's Creek to North' Pie tte reaching the Valley of that streao o 

• vniies above mouth of Medicine Bow, where it encounters costly worn 
;;Vhe*vv trades in getting down into the valley of the Platte, 
^ theu^owa Platte* to reach a volley up which it must run co ob- 
tain e fessible line to overcome the simu.lt of the lest range of 
Raiu^snSke-Hilla. It passes that range through what is known as 
Sandv nap in abemt lat. 42° 03' and then descends to ^, j, m 
pJ p ",p R t the Red Futtes Spring near the stage dboadm lat. 4., Q6 

..wtie« w»rr fi of the Rattlesnake Hills it^heavy work at 
passing the v/e~t rv.i e m, - - trades from M-dieirie Bow 

crossing of North Bom, of Pia s. „V !' n f Iwceed 30 ft. but the roaxi- 
and near North Platte on the line do ^l^°^^; e65 ft . to mile 

uuin grades crossing west range uf Rattlesnake tu ■.. . 

with^'considerable heavy work. of Roc] . Crsek „ 

„ dV ^J^ 'ed- 4 bow to Its motion with .axwell'e line in 

down valley of ^e-Ucjie _ow to R ^; BuUeB Springs by the sandy 

valley of North Platte, thence i,o r < Fast ranges 'of Rattlesnake 

Gap Pass. This line avoids tne sum^u of East r~n e ^ icine 

HillB made by iiaxwell and ^^l^^^ u,e west rang, of 
Bow all the way to its mouth, but ha - ^ ° MaxW ell's line. 
Rattlesnake Hills by same route end ji acu a ft 

.The grades flown the Medicine Bo ; J^^^VenuirinK creai 
-' mile, 'but the valley is very narrow a o oi ooke.l re u hrl ,^ ; 

curvature, very ezpensi^ roc w ^ '• line w m 

, he Medicine Bow River having ^ flnow the ancw of the 

Sltle^^ 

^f^U n ^lm^ S^trfcep % on account of high water ■ 
atrial number oT bridges. 



and ' gre 
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Oreekl^ins Se^oJir^re^Lo^r^ *<"* ° f Platt * ^ fitter 
hardly worth ^hile VdSe^iof of tr^ S, ° 0Untry that " ifl 

lines run, one Mr i,r Pg <,rs rJ:® , °, f I jhai! » Ther « were two genera] 

same 

Duffs Peak fc . and '"reacJU^lhe^rviL'n? J^f b ^ ? awl * n SB Spring, 

summit. LM, 41° ^o» ,_,,.,, v\ bnc «""e of the continent at Dole's 

In C the Basin us?'"nortirofr?4 e ^??^ t S° Red .° r M S es BaslnfoJoBs- 
the Western rta of thT h\°1 r ™* SaUes then rises to the strait of 
Creek Vaiiev near % L sta ^n dascends gradually entering Bitter 

without living water in stress or springs' fe rlfl aX - 
exceed 60 ft to the mile with light work. It wil be free fm 
obstructions from snow if properly located and built than any other 

2m }' The liR e from Red Butte Springs, lat 420 of to Greer 
River ex mouth of Bi-- Sandy River run by iir. Bates has pood "direction 
but 150 miles of the line is without living or sunning Water, "the ' 

parties woo made the survey being dependent upon lakes and standing 
ponds of water as their only supply. ' "° 

The maximum grade is 80 ft. Mr. Bates thinks this inav be reduce^ 
but the lack of wcter on this line induced me v> abandon It mid seek • 
an outlet from it to Bitter Creek which was done and a aood line" 
connecting it with Browns line in Reeds Basin can be had. I 'have made 
a rough comparison of the lines from the preliminary surveys which sho 
the following date and results; 

1st. By Medicine Bow Valley crossing Platte at mouth of that 
stream, Ho. 1, 

2nd, By the' Maxwell line crossing Plrtte near mouth of iledici^e 
Bow River, Ho. 2. 

3rd. By Browns Summit , crossing Platte feout 5 fhi tes below mouth 
of Pass Ore; e k , No , 3 . 

•% will ask that Ho. 1 and 2 connect with No. 3. at most available 
point. Ws will the'- have distance as follows; 

No . 1 . 154 . 5 ni i le s . 

Mo. 2. 159.75 " 

No. 3. 139.8 " 

Ele vat. i on D e pr e s s ion . 

Wo, 1 15-32 ft. 1296 ft. 

No. 2, 1880 " 184-4 " 

No. 3 2060 " 1824 " 

Maximum Grades. 

No. 1 85 ft. to mile . 

'No, 2 85 " " " 

Mo. ? 85 " " " 

It will, therefore be seen that the shortest No. 3. line has 
the lowest maximum grade and greatest amount r,v elevation and depress- 
ion, the line by way of Medicine Bow River Vajie;/ has the least amount 
of undulation but is nearly 15 miles longer and is at least three 
times the curvature and dry far thv greatest: 1 ost , as well as the 
greatest dif faculty in construction. The shortest line, all things- 
considered,, shows the best and my personal examination of the country 
sustains the conclusions deduced from the surveys. 

The country between Dodges Summit and Bitter- Creek, SB prefer to 
further exam in- V • before making a final location and J recommend 
fro a what the preliminary surveys has developed, the a doption by the 
company of the following general route for final local- inn from Ft. 
Sanders to Oree- River, viz: Prom Fort Sanders up the valley of the 
Bis Laramie River and Black Greek to the crossing of iledioine Bow 
near lat, 43° 54* then over the linv crossing the east range of 
Rattlesnake Hills at Browns Pass, Lat, 41" 54' then down Marys Creek 
Valley eanoning through west range of Rattlesnake Hills at Its, Let,tie, ; . 
Ella and Little Annie crossing North Pork Of Platte in lat 41° 46' 
then west by Raw lings Spings and Ruff Peak to divide of continent at ; 
Dodges summit lat about 43. 52' then to Bitter Creek Valley near Ri 



Pond Station and then down valley of Bitter Creek to Cre en" River and 
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In the coraparison. as No. 3. 

I reconnrie sd the adoption of this line because the survyes shov/ 
it to be the shortest most direct, has the lowest maximum grades, less 
curvature, less heavy work.' is better supplied with wtater^and coal, 
and is less liable t'o obstruction from snow, and is nearest to timber 
and other material required in its" construction than any other line." 

On March 5th, 'I wrote Lir,, Snyder as follows in regard to work 

being done: 

"1 do" not understand your construction Bccouni as you do 

let. Under the contract the Co. -retain for the contracts $7500? 
per mile' for shops, machinery and equipment. In my estimate I credit 
the contractor with the cost of all equipments, station housed, shops. 
tools, frc . that, they put on tlv- road. Therefore 1 cannot charge 
them in addition to the $7,5 00. per mile. These items you return, viz: 

Ilev; tools and machinery $31,797.81. 

Equiipents ' 270,859,45. 

Mo. River Fridfte which clearly belongs 

to us 7,719.97, 

It is proper for you to charge this up to construction acct. and 
keep separate account of it as the ppO& aer mile retained by^Co. is 
too pay for it, but it is not proper for me to - charge items and- $7500 
per mil*. The items that I hold" it is proper for you. to' charge up 
a q von return them in addition to the f.7500' ' per mile are 

of track. - 77,881.51. 

New Bridges ' ■ 20,319,95. 

Engineering . ' 704 .9-. 

Freight Expenses (What are they?) JpiQ^JLtPPj. 

"108; 9 3"0. 77. 

lir. House has the contract: also copy of my estimate look at it 
and. see if you agree with me." 



'- lao-oh-Tth, a, , Dliekensderfe, „ r „ te na froy „ Sa]t ^ 
that he had am™ th sre . W hll e th. Pe ,. raB very llttle ^ ^ ^ 
Van,,, the wastaoh was covers, with 5no ,, , generally about thr „ e feet 
deep. I„ some „ aMes the snow reaohe(J the ^ Qf ^ ^^^ 

poles and they tod to ooao oVsr fr on Bridger on sled™, 

On March 8tu Mr. Snyder wrote from cheyene that they were 
8n ° W h0lmd and that tMs ™ the first snow stem of any account '. ' 
during the winter. ^ He also notified me that Reed had official 
notxee from New Yorl^ of Pean, whom he had discharged from the road ' 
as Master of Transportation, to the contra ctors and said if the 
Directors coffered this fair play," then he did not know what 
fair play was. At that time, they had 85 miles of iron at Cheyenne 
and 55. at Omaha and the Dale Creek Bridge timber had not than all 
arrived on the West side of the Missouri but all. that had been 

received was^on^the ground at the Creek. The Dale Greek Bridge was a 

'Woo ti, ju-..uf ■■■■■: ■ ' . ° 

structure 125 ft, iiigh and we were pushing the construction of this 

bridge so as not to. delay the track' layers. . Ivhen completed, this 

bridge was a fine structure. 

y:r'.Z 
On March 8th, 1 p;lso received the following letter from 

Mr. Oliver Ames: 

North East on. 

"1 see "by the papers that the Indians are troubling the 
miners in the Sweet Water region, and they may be able to give us 
serious trouble. Just so scon as any apprehension of danger shall 
exist among our engineers, trackmen or graders it will greatly em- 
harass our operations j, To prevent this Government should immediately 
send an efficient force into the country and see that our line is 
thoroughly protected. 

We shall have our men, graders, this season scattered over 
three or four hundred miles of your located line, and they inu«t of 
necessitjr have a large Government force to afford the full protec- 
tion that our men need. It is economy for' the Goverrment to do 
this now effectually. Let there be a sense of security established 
and large settlements like Cheyenne will be established along the 
line of the road, and will give ->11 the protect fern needed in two 
years without cost to' Government. I hope you will press upon 'he 
attention- of Government the importance of their interest and ours of 
having our line fully guarded. . 

We are having in New. England a thaw' thit is carrying off all 
the snow an-" 1 no prospect of a freshet , and if it sha ] 1 operate in the 
same way in Nebraska, we shall have no damage to our track to 
interrupt the operations of the road. The loss of the bridge at 
Omaha so early disappointed us as we hoped to get over-150 miles 
of iron before "the ri r V©P"Ibc»oke up. 

I suppose Blick ensderfer is out on the line, and hope the 
recent storm -. t Cheyenne has not - interrupted his operations," 




/ 



On March 9th, .ir. "j. jr, 'House, under my instructions , had 

made up an estimate- of the' actual cost: of the road from the lOGtb 
meridian to the SOOth^O^post, When ^House' applied to the 
Superintendent of „• ■ ■ ■ . for th , cost - of ^^ w _ ork? . they falled - 

to give it to him, giving him to understand that, we were not supposed 
to know' what the road cost the contractors, no more than any outside 
party .As this was a change of the'-polioy of the company, 1 immediately 
asked information in relation to it and how they expected me to 
i, y make an estimate of the actual cost of their road under their 
y| instructions without obtaining the actual figures fro* the construc- 
tion contractors. They "did not make a direct answer to me hut in- 
dicated that I should make thorn from my own estimates, as 1 had 
sufficient informational- to .prices- cmd my estimate of quantities 
could "be furnished and then they would compare them later with the 
actual estimates of the construction force. They seemed to want my 

estimates made from the located, line as a check on the contractors 

ing 
estimates. U&twlthsiancl-the decision of the company, I was able at 

all times j through ilr. Reed and the Division engineers, to obtain 

this information myself; while they did not like to give it to 

subordinates,, they' were always ready to give it to me , confidentially. 

On filch. 9th I received the following letter from Mr, Ames 

in relation to the bridge question; Boston, 

"Your favor of the 5th inst. is received. The Bridge ques 
tion is greatly distressing the Omaha people, and they are doing 
every possible thing to fix the location at Omaha. The speech of 
Joy before the Committee was very clear on the Omaha question, and I s 
see no way to fix the Bridge at that locality but for them to put 
through a track on the .Dey line; that will be as easy grades a s 
we now have. The shoi ter distance would enable us to put on engines 
to help trains over the first yrade. 1 proposed to the Omaha committee 
that if they woul^ put through the Dey line, cutting it down to say 
a 40 ft« maximmfl grade, I would do what 1 could to favor their line 

and I think the whole committee would take the saiae view. There is 
no question but what Oniaha would be damaged double the cost of a 
satisfactory J ine oui^'c ae original Dey location. 

In rererd to the Oregon branch; we hart a letter and pamph- 
let containing the proceedings of a meeting at Portland, Oregon, favor- 
ing a connection with our road. 1 wrote them 'that I would lay their 
matter before directors at our next meeting, and a committee would 
■probably be appointed to take their case into consideration, 

1 am glad to see that your engineers have started out. We want 
our location to 'be ahead- o/ the graders enough not to be delayed. We 
have decided to get a lot^power drills to force our -~ork along,, and. 
if we have any tunnelling , ' to do we cannot get too early on it," 
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I had been urging General Sherman to make decision upon 

the question at Ft. Sanders and on harch 11th he wrote me as 

follows: 

St, Louis. 
. "I have your letter of March 6th and the report for which 
I am much obliged. Gen. Augur, to whom I telegraphed on the subject 
of the reserve at Ft. Sanders, answered: 

*No trouble at Sanders about location of road or a mere 
depot, ?.'hat is wanted there is part of the reserve for to"wn; will 
write concenning it," I have also his letter to the same effect, 
I want you to understand that both Augur and 1 are more than friend- 
ly to your great enterprise but, of course, ^ont want to plant a dirty 
little town right along side of our military posts,, As soon as I see' 
the surveys I will approve of any restriction of the reservation ! 
that will be reasonably fair to the Post of Sanders. 

What I want is to know the ground that we do own, so that 
we may not commit the folly of improving for the benefit of your 
company or ranches. If your location was prior to ours, and you 
have a legal right to the site of the fort . we should naturally 
tradR off with you, viz: by relinquishing one section, to get your 
guarantee for ours, 

1 think a map has been filed, but I will instruct Gen. 
Augur to grant a liberal ground continguous to the road as he can 
consistent with a due regard to the rights of the United States." 

On Liarch 33th V -h*. Ames enclosed me the following letter, 
giving the action of the Board of Directors: 

"Resolved: That the Vice President' be appoint Id the General 
Agent of this road with power to assent to a change of the grades and 
location of the road, as provided in the contract with Ames, and do 
all other tbings necessary to expedite the construction of the road 
and telegraph in connection with the contractors. 

In pasBinfT the above resolution it was understood that the 
power conferred applied' ' only to the road under construction and was 
not to give power over the Chief engineer or his parties in their 
location of the road, I understand tbis to be as heretofore; you 
are to locate the roa* and give us the location. The Boar- 1 of 
Directors would have power to accept or reject the location. 

We have a comnittee on location and construction who last 
year took charge of the location and construction. That Committee 
thi« year have undoubtedly the power of location, but the construc- 
tion has been put out to contractors. The location is in the Board 
of Directors and by them conferred upon the Committee. 

1 hope you will not consider this assumption of aiilhority 
by nurant as' a" final settlement of this question. If he could by 
these annoying exhibitions of his peculiar -character drive us all 
out of tbe" road, he would do it, but I doht intend to be driven out, 
or coaxed out, but will adhere to the strict interpretation oi the 
Resolution, and if he abuses the power we must repeal the resolution 
c on f e r r i n g i t , ' ' / 

Upon receipt of this resolution, I could see that Durant V 

was again obtaining the power which he had been deprived of during 
his absence 'in Europe and since his being relieved of the control 
of the construction matters 'had moved along very smoothly, but I saw. 
that this 'meant trouble and that it also meant that 1 would also have 
fc0 fight to maintain my lines and perhaps another demoralization of ■ 



the feces. I Mediately answered Mr, ^ letter and told hhn 
that a gr^t rai , take hac( been ^ that u ^ ^ ^ & ^^ 

before »r. Durant would be changing things -all. along the lines an, 
it would bring on a conflict with the Government/as J would not 
stan* for any changes which were made for the purpose of saving work 
and hurt the commercial value of the road; that the Government de- 
pended upon me to see that the road was located and was accepted by 
them as built, and that Lir. Durant, nor the Company, had any right 
to change these lines after we had spitted our maps and profiles 
V- the Government. I saw the hand- 6f --Seymour ^as also'ln this work. 

On March 13th,' Y received the following letter from Mr. 
Blicksenderfer giving me the distribution of his forces os follows: 

(u \ "During the early part of this week we^h" i^^fe.^nf 
weather here but yesterday and last night there was quUeVsntw 
storm, snd this morning the snow covers the entire vallev several 
inches in depth. This afternoon, however, the indications are for 
iair weather again, and I hope the snow will soon disappear 

In considering whM disposition to make of the parties, I h?v P 
decided to try to get one of the* (kr. Lioi-ris) over to Green River 
and Bitter Greek. How we shall succeed in getting over the snow in 
the Wahsatch, I do not know, I endeavored to get two teams from the 
Qr. Mr. Dept. at Bridger, hut failed entirely, so we must get them 
over from here or wait until the snow disappears. Capt. Bates I have 
directed to work in Weber Valley, where I think we can get along. 
If Morris cannot get over the snow I will put him to work as far up 
the Weber, as the snow will allow, and let him work up as the snow dis- 
appears until he can get over. 

Hodges I have directed to proceed to Box .Elder , and work his 
way eastward from there acooss the TTahsatch to Bear River, as fast as 
the snow will let him, to examine definitely vdi ether a line can he got 
through ffoia Hams Pork via Cache Valley and Fox Elder, as there seems 
to be some prospect thet way, an/ the previous examinations do not 
seem to have fully settled the matter. 

I hope in this way to have the line from bitter Creek to 
Bl ack's Pork and the different parts of "Jeber Valley located and the 
character of the lin<~ from Ham's Fork to Box Elder settled by the tira" 
the snow gets out of the way on the line from fridger to Echo, and 
then concentrate the forces of the final locations of that part of 
the line. The parties have all had their instructions for' several 
^ays and we are organizing. I think early next week will see some of 
them off. and the .balance will soon follow." 

- . ?■'..$' 

On MQh. I5th I received a- letter from ivir. Reed from OheyerMe 

in which he says : 

"We are doing well in the heavy rock excavation over the 
mountains. If we have good weather but little will be left April 
1st. Dale Creek Bridge is being pushed rapidly. I am laying track 
slowly j expecting to get to the Bridge as soon as finished. 

Whiskey, thieves and robbers trouble us seriously." 



-741- 



ifCY n Webster in chorge or repairs 

-- «>, fitii I placed i-ir. «J . 

by t*e , 0l X0«n S --• peter A- Dey an , , ltn0 ,, hlB 

to be able, honest and com. 
^^ nent: Washington: 

•P 

"YOU are assigned to * ^^-^i^Sn? ?"S part ; °£the 
repaid an* -"^^^'-paS ' «u ,iil z^^^JT^ 



infor- 



^kp^f ^ «pakAn, ^inoar^B an, S «e you -U *™ 
mat ion necessary. . 

iaoi P io KailPOa,, -ote ,e roP a .eseripMon o f t h e route .est of t,. 



Black nilla an* . answered nim as follows: 

Washington^ 



i««r. tup rond r riR down the valley of the . 
-From Pi- Laramie mver the ro^ . ns valley, 15 

BIG Laramie with only the uaMirrO. 7 ^ ? ne little Laramie with a truss 
miles west of the BiB^a^ie it exosoe. th.^x ^ ^^ the Littl8 

?SJ eB ^™y S? th^S^ioSS Bo: rSLfit begins to ascend the Fast range 

l?ne as^XVSo™ SaB^the'RattleBnaUe Range by follow^ the vail 
ev and slopes of a tributary of the Medicine 'Bow River and crosses to 
sLSit iii Lat. 41 6 50* with an elevation above the sea of 712* f t. and 
Si-lsto the North Pork of the Platte River by a tributary of that 
atrSSS Lown as Mary's Creek. The ascent to the Pass is made with no grade 
to exceed 65 ft. to uiile and descent with 50. In descending to North For,: 
of rlatte, the road passes the West range of Rattlesnake Hills by follow- 
ing the canons, then around the ranges with elevation necessary to over- ■ 
come that region a^''$H'dulid'-iYi$ fraleS. 

The road passes the otuforf near the Peaks, Let tie, Ella and Little 
Annie j the three most prominent peaks of that range. 

It crosses the north fork of Platte river with a 650 ft, Howe 
Truss Bridge, stone abutments and piers is in lat. 41° 46* five miles 
north of mouth of rass Creek, elevation of North Pork Platte, 6486 ft. 

From North Fork of Platte the road takes about nue west course 
and commences ascending the 'main divide of 'the continent, it follows a 
succession of basins or depressions singular in forciption. end are inde- 
pendent basins without outlet for drainage. 

Line passes Rarkiins springs. Duff's peak, -Reparation Creek and 
reaches main divide of continent at Dodge's pass 57 miles west- of North 
Fork of Platte and 725,4 miles west of Missouri River elevation 7108. 



X'uii\ ui rj.ttui»c aim i ~-\j »t. uiA.±.zsa wool, us. in j. wouui-jl uj. vbj eiwvtiuiuii fiUO. 

The main divide of continent is a broad open plain extending from 
the Snowy Range on south to the South pass on the ; ortli,. -&t the point of 
+ v, ' a Wind River mountains the entire plain supports a luxurious growth of 
.as but is destitute of living water! now and then lakes and ponds oo- 
• in the succession of independent basins which has been passed in 
iring the sumrni' , Maxicnmi grade ascending 85 ft. to mile, descending 



vfond 

va^ ley 
of Bitter 
River will 
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w 3 •'■ tLy in s commences descending rapidly into the 'Wee/, Basin: it 
descelids some 500 ft, passing Clay and Steamboat Buttes avid again 
•rapidly ascends to the summit of the western rim o.;F --/^ey/ -> Basin and 
falls to Bitter Creek, entering the valley of Bitter reek near Big 
Station 780 miles west of liissouri River. We then -follow the 
of Bitter Creek to G reen Riv'er 61 miles and cross it at mouth 
Creek 841 miles west of ilissouri River, The bridge over Green 
be 600 ft. long. Howe Truss, elevation of water at Green River 
8092 ft, above sea. 

From Green River line crosses to Black's- Fork end follows that 
fine wide- valley to the_mouth of Muddy, up whic'-' it runs to the east rim 
of the Great Salt Lake B a sin, We ascend this rim on the scopes of one 
of the tributaries of Big Mu^dy,' reaching a ridge up -which we" climb 80 
ft. to the mil---; to the summit 7587 ft. above the sea, descending gradually 
to Bear River and up Yellow Creek, we rea ch the summit of the Wahsateh 
Mountains at the head of Echo Canon, 8879 ft. above the sea, descending' 
rapidly with a 90 ft. grade in heavy work, cutting through from one 
ravine to another with 700 ft. tunnel; the valley of Echo'cannn is reached 
and followed to the Tfeber Valley down which we run through the • cultivated 
kormon farms canoning through one range at mouth of LostCreek called the 
Narrows; 7 miles. We open out on to the broad table lands of the Weber 
Valley and soon strike Great Salt Lake Valley at the mouth of Weber 
Canon from here we skirt the Great Salt Lake 55 miles to Great Salt Lake 
t.itv 214 miles from Green River and 1055 miles from Mssour" River 
elevation of Great Salt Lake G ity 4245 feet abovQ the sJa?^ .' ' 



On March 19th, Y received the following letter from fcr. 



7. n. 



Durant 



upon the final location. Also conidTnf tC 1 7 i com Pany in deciain. 

engineers for the year 1868 and ™ ,r ?,, * '?P orts °f the division 

Also names of division eSeers S„ °f T° d" 8 t0 theffi for ««t year. 
as 31 sta ts, sa lai ,es p ai/ an T ™ ?^? $£ fe^tC 

data . h . m8 WaS M1 lndl ° ati0n ° f ^"B ~ was hecause ali this 
ta hl ch Bas procuraMe at ttat ^^ ^ ^ ^ 

* had not yet located the llB , flnallr fpo- ^ ^ ^ 

»en .ore npon the looatlon . , ^ -**>» 

duplicate copy of these reports but h -, in *** m 

he woul11 fi n fl them all ?h„ , 

the company. I sent a „ a11 the hands of 

" ou P,y ojl kr. r urant ' q i~ + + 

-. * -o .ifor.d ,, Durant tbat 2;Z "" "' """ - - 

r r™ to '*• — -«•' - - e ,i:: :::r siy "-« - 

■ny changes in the line would de] ,,. fl ^^ " an * «a t 

- 1 - aeia '- the work,. 



reLS- 
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On March -Oth.. T receiver! a letter from Mr. James A. Evans 
A 

in which he says: -" North Pork of Platte. 

"O'Neil is on the line east of Rattlesnake , and vo o^ n ready. 
to commence location from North Platte "^est. I have arranged the 
work in tho following manner: O'Neil locates to North Finite; 
Hudnutt from North' Platte Vest. ' O'Neil on reaching Platte will 
double over either on to the divide or into Bitter Creek, according 
to the progress' Hudnri 'i ';ay anke. Lawrence ' ard Pampelly- will yo 
directly to I,a Cleded, Pampelly will work east with his party 
toward Dodge Sirnniit in advance of riudnutt, so as to develop country 
fully without delaying location.' There is considerable ano'- her'?." 

Washington.- 

1 answered him as follows: 

"Push location, Indians ' will not trouble you for a month; 
p;et all pprtles to work on the around; the company are pushing 
me The 1 ' w«n t. Tin e t^ fitter Creek as soon as possible.. Answer." 

On ths dOth I sent Mr, -Hckensderfer the- , .fold ow fry; 

aW Washington, 

"Get location in at Green Rivej/,, haas of 'Echo, as soon as 
possible. Company are starting forces out there. Then over rim 
of Resin and throuah narrows and "/eber .Canon; after that close 
caps 'if von hsvs plentv of help s.nd men, put a new party running 
line north of lake over Promontory Point and across Bear River, 
arm -of Iske ^rmmfl Promontory . Point, so as to determine best line 
to locate ."a " 

1 sent -forward to Lir. House at Omaha, the request of 

Lir. Durant to furnish everything tha t had not already been 

furnished to the eomrsny* 

On March 32rui /in* answer .to my letter to him, Lir, Ames 

lorth East on., 
wrote me as follows: 

»v olll , favor of i-a-ch 16th in reference to haviny your part- 

■: ".'*>,- .r^is !'■=! -eceived, I' feel that you are a.; riyhu 

i-Tth" ™.^ faciei not inter* to hove ^r lines ta t, W .™. 

,b t ;.-„„( thinl. that the resolution. authorizing the T >r . to 
£« ™ t" ,™da^f locahon-wlth ;-onn assent ™>" £*?,,» 
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he has a chance, buf I trust that as this power .was giver solely for 
the purpose of advancing the road under this Ames contract and for 
this summer alone, you will not fin* it annoying. 

'-The Directors meet this week and the Bridge question will 

come up, and- I hope, be settled. Omaha is making a great s tingle "for 
it there, and may get it if her offers are liberal." 

■ /fU •. ■ ■" 

On March iMth, kr. hiickensderf er wrote from Salt Lake 
as follows: 

"I regret to be obliged to report that we had a severe 
storm yesterday and last night, and this morning 1 measured 4 1-4 
inches snov on a level here in the city The whole country is covered 
and I fear in the mountains the fall has been quite heavy. The 
weather for the week previous to yesterday had been pleasant," and I 
hoped the roads would soon be good and our parties able to work, but 
this will set us back." , 

On March £Oth, Mr. Snyder wrote as follows: „. , 

Omaha , 

"We are snow-bound between Pine Bluff and Cheyenne, but will 
work out of it by tomorrow morning . Storm has ceased and we have 
three hundred men shoveling, 1 fear the stora may interfere with 
work at Dale Creek, as ia the mountains it was reported as terrific. 

The Dale Creek bridge business has- been managed like many 
other parts of construction and still drags. 

Everybody here appears to be crazy on the Bridge question. 
Our news all comes from outsiders, Omaha wants it at Telegraph Pole 
because that will be likely to make general transfer on this side of 
the river. The location at the Train Tabl^, will, in my opinion, 
make the general transfer on the Iowa- side, The-re is not room enough 
here, We all want to see a high bridge. My experience at Rock 
Island was sufficient to convince me that a draw, even in a stream 
where the channel n^ver changes, is not profitable or safe, 
Mr, Durant is here, I gave him my opinion freely in matters, which 
coineeds with your own," . 

i I- !> f ■ 

On March 26th, i heard from Mr. Case's survey -of the lines 

from Denver to Cheyenne s. They still had up the question of the road 

near the mountains and that in the valley. I had expressed my opinion 

and Mr. Fierce, who then had charge of the work for the Denver people 

fas also of my opinion. The/y were waiting for a traffic contract 

with the Union Pacific which 1 had drawn and sent East for approval. 

Gov. Evans was East raising money for this branch and they were 

ready to commence work upon it. As the work only averaged three or 

to the mile 
four thousand. ■ "■ ' . : '■...-. cubic yardfon the North platts line, 

T was satisfied they would adopt that. 

In March, Mr. Washburn, in 'the House of Representatives, 

made a very strong speech against 'the Union .Pacific Railway. 

quoting one'- John Richly of ColombUi, Nebraska, I sent this speech 

of Mr. 'Washburn's to Mr. 'Snyder and he made answer as follows: 



Omaha . 

"The Columbus correspondent is John Richly, as notoriously 
dishonest as any man who ever crossed the Missouri, His statement 
that freight is handled by wagon from Omaha to Colubus or any other 
point on the line of this road by wagon, or that it can be handled 
by wagon for rates charged by us is false. The old freighters fight 
us because the road has killed their business east of the -mountains . 
Richly is -an old nuisance whose trade has been taken from him by men 
of progress settling in Columbus and doing business on principles 
adapted to this generation. The location of the road adjoent to his 
land has made him easy financially but he is • qualified for no better 
pursuit than keeping a ranch oS the Powder River route, plundering 
pilgrims and selling whiskey to the Indians, Weknow John Richly. 

1 know that you replied to Washburn and gave Congress a 
better idea of this road and country than they ever had before. He 
talks wild..0. f course, he knows nothing about the expense of operating 
'a road in this country; that we have no fuel on the line of roads from 
North Plctte to pine Bluff at each of which places we have to pay $12 
per cord and transport by rail to all the stations intermediate; that 
all our cod is transported by rail from the Missouri River and costs 
$10 per ton here for a comparatively poor quality; that weh have 
Indians to guard against, making it necessary to employ, many men to 
guard those that work on track reparis west of Kearney, and that ov^ng 
to the probability of danger we have to pay more for laborers tha'-Ai IS 
paid bv'anv other" road; that wages for mechanics and laborers of every, 
description are higher here than else where, and supplies of all kinds 
cost more, Washburn is an old scold on railroads and in his previous 
attacks has been whipped and 1 think he will be Vis time. 

"Ve are getting freight from St. Louis now lor about all 
competing points in Colorado and New Lexico . Our prospects for business 
this season are excellent," 

As soon as I got my data together, I answered Mr. Washburn's 
speech which was generally commented upon because I had the facts 
and Mr, Washburn talked from hear- say. 

On March 29tli?lk Reed wrote me in relation to the progress 

and conditions of the work, as follows: Cheyenne' ■ 

"I will have the station ground graded at Laramie at once, i 
r-ret exceedingly that nothing can' be done to ^^ S %^^^1 
traffic*] one the line, A few nights since two men in Carmiohael s 
SaSp "ere BhSt(Dadly wounfled). Welch, a ^ n ^"' ^^Jef ■ 
ftvioo and nearlv killed contiguous to a place on his work called, 
Sobbers RonfC One man was shot dead through, a window at Crei'hton s 

pletecl tms woe*, nave x .... ph w . qhall let more as soon as 

?/£"-£»" --:: i;.si; «* •*• - -»••■ 

On March 50th, kr. Ames wrote me as follows:- 

„t.i,- ^aiUfiitpri with vour success in the 
"We are very ^e a ^» pl ^--^ a n piesaitv of having some 
8Re^IrS S ?ha^ whole subject. 



-746- 

If the railroad committee shall now report a hill giving to 
Congress, after the road shall ho completed, power to fix our- rates 
would it be attended with much trouble? The law allows up 10 per 
cent on our stock and I think the wont, of no. will be satisfied with 
that, rind the Committee would not he allowed to cut us down below 
that. 

Your letter enclosing extract from Biiekensderfer ' s and Evar's 
is received. The recent snow has made their surveys still more 
difficult and the}- will not now get at work before the first of 
April. 

Dr. Durant end Dillon propoae to go <mt on the work next week 
and let it out as fast as possible. I think I have never seen, the 
Doctor wore pliable and anxious to please everybody than now. It way, 
however, he for the purpose of getting power in construction of road. 
I hope s however, he will he as he now pretends only anxious to push 
forward the road. 

1 have ordered tunnelling machinery (two sets) so that we can 
carrv 'along two faces at onee~ It ia same as used in our Hoosac tun- 
nel and ia ""the re answering a good purpose. We- have also ordered some 
of the some drills for thr-uigh outs. 

I dont t'mnk that Seymour wants to go out on the wort: this 
summer. He had quite enougt. of it last and with a result anything hut 
satisfactory. " 

Or, liarch POt.h, lir. Biiekensderfer wrote me from Salt Lake 
as to the heavy snows and the difficulty of parties reaching their 
destinations and their work. He says: 

"• o«ris had onlv lust passed Vfeber Station today. Roads are 
gPoalHn^up'all the way. Te made three miles yesterday and three • 

: ,^; Hr^'^ovin- slow]-, hut have passed moat everything on the road 
:• p"%"'sw;etiate;;Ye S terday the stage stuck three hours and h,d to 
S?i %vt H-v* hired 1 ?, team of 8 cattle to keep along and uoday with 
i^'^S ^, to one mf on ha* to «a t .^ « As^oou 

On April aetl.', 7" receive* the fo]]ov;in 3 letter '.'=u ;»r. 

more. Yon spoke to ^e once ol the x^portanc- ^ the ^ g 

ment of the work on the J^uei r.r^c ^ ^ J g pQ th&t we c t 

raa v be completed before the count i j is d i ^ Qf onr stafiin . 

work there 1 . Will you write me Bho, u U.o • ; g v3 , w3 before our 
F ork in this region imme d i a m; x i* t.u,.t 1 . 

trUSteeS? " . iHlr Blicken^er«r , ipU onof 

On tiarch 30th, 1 -rote lir. Jtxxaa^^o -^ 

m- iqfig west of Wasatch Range and Humboldt 
' the preliminary lines run in 186/ .Obi o. . 

We lis , as follows: 
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Washington . 




I also sonr oaff de* a S ^J t ^ n ^ £?/' *«™ - "**. 
by three engineers In the of f ic^e^c V?"V I^V^on 

J, 11 " ne sports, it would seem that the no-th i^ L f i I * 
the south, although b f examination of Lr. Heeds' prated r^St o- 
1855 yon wxll see h9 J projects a line across the desert "^iSS thr^-b 
the Goshnte Passge which he thought would he feasible vhll ^7^ Bat'S^ 
in his report, of 1866 seems to consider projected lines unprac i ] . 
Prom tne map which is very accurate so far as it noes an* psn^iJ J 
on north lino as I have made it from the best and~"latest Stf-Tyc-V* ""' 
From the map and description I send you, you will get a reon'tH da of 
the country. The objectionalbe features on north i ine in w cro<*--i'v 
of Promontory Point. I therefor" f el-graphed you to try a line nv*»r "" 
and around that point and I think youy:hnnM deters ine" 

1st. The best and in opt feasible line from ™eber Canon to north. 
point of nreat Salt Lake so as to locate it as soon as anv parties 
get at liberty. ' 

2nd. The beat line from North point of Great Salt Lake to Reeds 
Pass or Humboldt Fells as it is pretty well settled that in passing 
the Humboldt Range of mountains , we will have to used Reeds Pass. 

3rd, As soon as me can get other parties at liberty" later in 
the season, we will examine the souther**- line crossing Reeds Pass 
through the Cedar Mountains, the Goshute Pass, &c . But every tiling 
indicates that for grades,, distances, water, work and to avoir 1 the ■ 
desert on Mud Flats, the north_ line is best. It has timber, water, &c . 
but is said to be objectionable on account of snow. How this 2a, 1 
am unable to say but you can ascertain, Ives seems, to think it is 
no worse than South Line, He also asserts that in spring of year a 
railroad cannot be held up or* kept up over the mud Flats or Desert, 
and that, it must be put on piles. 

. In crossin-T the era. of tin-' Lak^ , I hoggs' asserted we could pile 
a mile and ' . •'' balHufe of distance"* 1 !*]! with earth from Promontory 
Point and hod' Island, or if necessary , we could Pile clear across 
and hereafter fill it; this part of lake will need thorough sounding. 

I do not want this work to interfere with, or in any way delay 
the location Fast of Salt Lake and suppose it will not from your 
letters^ aan, el telegrams, I shall push v:;ore parties over to you as 
they get free East, but I want to push this work if it can be done with 
out detriment to the parties east of Said.- Lake as 1 have no doubt 
our folks will open work all along to Reeds pass by fall. Let me 
hear from you on this." 

I rent west the first of April to go over- the line,, to 
look at the work and to make whatever arrangements I could to- push 
it during the summer. I found the Indians very aggressive and our 
escorts and military not yet fully furnished us, hut I arranged for 
this with Genera] Gibbon at Ft. Sanders, so as to give more confi- 
dence to the men whom we had to work -on- the Laramie Plains.. 
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On April 24th s I received the following letter from Mr» 
Oliver Ames: North Easton. 

"Your letter from North Platte is received 'this morning. 
1 have fearer! this trouble with the Indians and see _ no way to 
avoid it unless the Government will feed them or give them such 
severe punishment that they will not feel that they can rob with 
impunity, I see nothing but extermination to the Indians as the : 
suit of their thieving disposition, and we shall probably have to 
come to this before we can run the roar! safely. 

Your letter on the water and depot question I presented 
to our committee and urged its importance. I have sent a copy of it 
to Durant and Dillon since Miey went out, and a letter to them 
urginging their acting on your suggestions,, 

Tour remarks about the condition of road are very satis- 
factory. T think we should have "the tunnel v ork got tan at as early 
as possible and whatever hard places there may be should be put 
under contract as soon as possible. 

If you can do anything to make Geuls. Grant or Sherman 
fee] that it is of areat importance to Government to have our line 
completed, and that°proteotion by larger bodies of troops is abso- 
lutely necessary you will do a gran* work. 

On April 23rd i f the Indians attacked Boyle's construction 

party working on Dale Creek, wounding four men and killing two. 

They carried off twelve head' of stock. There were about 200 Indians 

in the party. The track at that time was three miles this side of 

Bale Creek Bridge. 

1 met i,r. Dillon, Seymour and Durant at Cheyenne and had 

a V ery plain talk with both of them. mr. Durant assured me that 
he had no desire to interfere with the work or delay it, but he 
on i y wa nted to help, I told him we were well organized; that the 
lines had been well thought out; that all the engineers were very 
able iue n and that nobody could go over their work superficial? 
and change it, and Lir. Dillon agreed with me. Mr. Dillon returned 
East right after my interview and I moved on West, believing that 
Mr. Durant would live up to what he promised. 

After leaving, I received the following letter fro,;mr. 

James A. Ivans: 

dieted was full of notions out d id not ,e t ^^ ^ 

way. I convinced him tha t so a < *; f ^and me n as ..soon as 
doncerned, he could br xn b on ^s e i .on insuring 

he pleased. I am quite sa^i x, tha. t he 3 e mount of 
comfort in baling *iLti hxm ifa ^o^u- ^ te the 

assurance. 1 gave him to ™a®; fa ™\™ a tv, ansr ortation over the 



On Hay 4th, I received the following letter from Mr. 
Oliver Ames, whom I had written giving full conditions of everything 
on the line, as far as I had examined. -The location, of ' the road 
was progressing far beyond any of our expectations. Contractors 
were slow In getting on it hut the workmen then on it were making 

good he ad -fay. The following is Lr. Ames' letter: 

North Easton, 
"Tour favors of 28th April are received, I am exceedingly 

gratified with the success you have in getting so good a line, and 
the rapidity with which you have laid it is astonishing. I' suppose 
you last year looked over all of that line an^ now in fixing it 
have all the explorations of last season to aid you. 

T have the very highest opinion of Blaakensferfer's judg- 
ment and ability as an engineer, and think when he has* made a care.. - 
ful survey of the route his decision cay he relied upon as about aa 
rood "a line as we can make by re-examination. 

° " ! have no *oubt there will be cases on a line run with 

such n-reat expedition as this has where in grading it, it may be 

| changed at great saving. of cost and not injure the Uneessen 
ti^m while it will greatly hasten construction . In laying base, 
"Inei'we frequently run Into hard places that are not shown at 

Xt SS/not jSjS^thTSne^lch ,111 hasten ««t™t:» and 
reduce °° a ^ indebtedness has been paid aa fast as ho has asked 

expenses and run behind on this. 

On Kay itH received the following letter from tr. E. *. 
Kelly, who had been with me in railroading before 1861. It is 
interesting as E ivin B the vie. of matters In th^south: ^ 

■» is so -n S sine, ,e have^et^hat y,as -arfnl^ou^ad 

hear from me. Pebruarv 1861. 1 have been engaged on 

Since I came South In leu ;"-■*-£,• urohas ing agent or 
the sane road. The first two years a, ene g ju ion ^ ^ ^ 

commissary, and also general imanag i or . ■ < l . ^ h fe here aS R 
under Mr. Boyle, brother of John .o,le ^^ ihat in 

R.R.Contraotors as John »;J°- \ A t . Supt . an< placed in c 
the fall of 1883, I wab piomou« , running 

of the whole work, but my P ra ; n ^ P r^ a ; y cohnec tlns road _„ ... - 

°er 20 miles of ne road and 80 ver a oonr 5 ^^ _ n 

™! and iron; as a very large propo rt xonof all ^ ^ ^ u , 

?e"aouth the last two yearn ol the wai £■ ment di , no t 

often a matter of "tonishnieno ^^f^ hiB raia . to d estory that 
"SKiS of ^ Kale^f °ILS; , a5 I believe that alone would have 
? roken ^t^^nrede^^ e^pted^e f^const ription^ao 

j s^r^ of everythins comiected 
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as all the members of the company were so broken up by' the 
that their had neither the means nor spirit to assist me in c 
thing, and I reparied all the damage done me by the aiad in 
building the bridges and shops and everything else without & 
dollar to begin on 'and kept the road up ever since, but owinr to 
the scarcity of money it has barely paid expenses. 

Last December -we elected a new President and Board of 
Directors and they are making a great effort to put the roar] in 
a shape to go ahead and I hope will succeed both for the sake of 
the country generally, as it will open the richest mineral region 
in the world both in coal, iron, marble and limestone, and there 
are some very extensive iron works in course of construction, but 
Northern capital is a little "Scary" of investing in the South 
yet, and also on my own account, a? I am tired of working for a 
Company without money, thou h I hvve done pretty well for this 
country as it. was very difficult for me to save anything out of 
the wreck, but I have' got everything the Company owed me but had 
to take it in property that is not now available . 

As you are no doubt tire-' of reading this long letter, I 
will close by saying 1 should be pleased to hear from you, and would 
also like to hear a little of your operations on the Union pacific 
R, R. " 

Mr. Kelly was a Union man but seems to have remained 

in charge of the railroad shops all during the war. 

When Mr. Durant was at Cheyenne ncB Sanders, when he 
found T had made a '•inal location of our shops at the East base . 
of the mountain* ^contended that they needed a shop at the Test 
base at Laramie, which there was actually no need of. His sugges- 
tion was simply to undo the work which had been done at Cheyenne 
where we were building up a large town. Any road going to Denver 
would go from Cheyenne which also made it a noted point and then 
any road going" north.^n the future *or.lr! have to leave Cheyenne 

or near there, ' May people had bought lots on the promise of 
shops and J^ n J^^^ nt at cayenne wrote me the following 

letter In relation to this matter: . ■ cheyenne# 

"Since you have come and gone there- appears to be a 
-antral spirit of dissatisfaction gaining ground. Rumors are afloat 
f r the cimnany will not build round houses, &c . here hut at 
Liauie Citfi and there is a general stampede for the new town 
mucf to the dissatisfaction of the extensive property owners in 
nievenne The pceole claim the R. - , Company held out the induce- 
S^nt Sr'th'm to settle here by saying it would be one of the most 
Important towns on the line of the road; that extensive machine 
, round houses, &e, would be located there. It would be the 
!;' /intersection of Denver branch, &c . and on these represeu- 
point of intoisect no uenv e ipended their money liberaj ly 

SinTw Stm *c! and nowlhat spring has com ; instead of 

U r i l ouf the promises, they lay out new towns and of ^r ■ 
caii„iii ul i coiiwfuit hnve not sold one-tenth of Lneii 

pr®perty for sale ™ ^ ^ ± that ' we C an-ot be able to 

JSKK^ouSr ue^ofiSnd-'.ayment if the Company does not 
take SeasSre to push forward the improve ents contemplated. 
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It la currently reported -a 11 over the city that Dr. 
Dura nt stated that the Denver branch should not Intersect the roaS 
at thin place if it coat hira five hundred thousand dollars indivi- 
dually. That Lr. Reed stated that all the expenditures would be 
made at Laraivde City' and It would be the place; that Cheyenne 
would be depopulated within 60 days ,^c .' Of course yon know how 
people in a town like this run with .any thing of that kind, and what 
I want Is for y,"u to "'rite rae a letter givinr me the necessary 
information to' quiet such reports, and i villi have the:.! published 
In all the papers here. 

People are talking loud, saying Pen. Dodges promises so 
and so. I think It would be we] 1 to stop It as Boon as you can 
conveniently. Let use hear frora you soon as you take any steps 
' submit the new town on the Platte or farther TC est . I want to sell 
thp oronertv for vou.I an today settling ray Veils, Fargo business 
and intend going up in to the Sweetwater country, and will be back 
about time you get out. ^rite we. at Cheyenne." ^ . 

The principal shops on the line west of Omaha today are 

the Cheyenne shops. The Laramie shops are kept up simply forroa-i 

repairs, but the 'action of Mr. Durant was a great detriment to 

, Ghe ye^ie and a great loss to the Company in stopping the sale if 

lots, for a time and helped build up Laramie. Cheyenne is now 

the capital of the State, and Lsrasie C it y Is suite growing ■ town 

on the West nWeof the mountains, but if the company had devoted 

their time and energy from the beginning to Cheyenne, in my opinion, 

it world have been n nmch larger place than It is. It -as a long 

time u^ore they put In shops there to the full capacity which was 

required. 

0n Anri l Sra'csunr track reached Ft. *mflers and they opens ^ 

for 'usiness on Hay "rd . 

As s oon as I reached Winston I received a Ions diepe: oi, free. 

, r „„„.„,. afoot survey* west of Salt L*>», Mb P-P»- to put forces 
to ^ t,ero, *>• I — the di.pate.es .ere a „!»«; -t h , co,» 
.not ^ torcesko Or ^ - M- ^ "° £%%£ " ^ 
"is it policy '^-^^tTfSSer^AV" 

directed. ' . 

,• , +r , V--. pi i .-scan sd erf ' r 'oo piw... 
T sent the following dispatch to m, ..U- 

, cartoon 1 me west of S-lt ^ ^ M%lj «t " ^ 

^k;,*w f V^;-ftwvi *•+ ■<■*. «"=" s: "r f - -»h K.W/. --r 
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On 1.1 ay 4th, lip . Snyder --g red me that- the Indian affairs ~rew 
r,o -better; Men driven in "by the:;, daily at different points on the 
l.me; that the goitalion of Pawaees, one hundred strongs will 
he on the line tomorrow-Kearney to "North Plette which would help 
then 

On Hay Oth, I received a lst'er fro;;: 1.1 r . F. S. Hodges giving 
his noveraents/He'got into the field on Mar-h 11th. He first tried 
a line lip p i0K Elder Creel: over the divide to the waters draining the 
cnch9 vallny, abandoned ae inpraeticable . Line was then eBtabli^e- 

nesn , Fe? ,r River. Station, and run via low pass anio_ Cache vm ley, 
tlmn avoiding th, canyon which t e line ^own Bear River of laat year 
traversed. A fine line and cheap con be obtained, with a smxvait cut 
of G0 ft . Erade3 easterly 50 ft per ,ile: westerly 9« ft. P er w;ile. 
THe lin« ,as continued around near the southern end of Ooohe valley 
to RlaobsoitHSs Fork otrih leg aaid atreow; soue ■ 15 nileo afova its 

So g n %,, .here he van to run southward following the boor River. 
to ^. The weather had beer generally fine. The Uomoru, ezpecte* 
nn t^ration of 19,000 souls that .ear to arrive in >u S ust. «*>**' 

prance in vast numbers. Flour ha. g-ae 



hoppers ban aireod- vn^o apen 

up fro;n fn.SO to $7.50 per 100 lbs. 



.-. gait Lal:e Oify. 



Ive- of the O.P.lin- Bfarted. cut 

to finally locate tho O^irnl raoif- L-"' ■■■■ — -- - ithet^ck 

""■ , _, ,-^m 5 . Our pad, uulaa hnoched eft down 

ar „ -n_ t i-io PlocbBwifh'e i'On, „.ere--^- • 

eovr.e 80w iae ^ ■> 

. , ..pr. „^.. 1C . : 7 . p ot. into river • 
p 5 «. Sc Ml e horses luw ten ,. . , , V 

. fc , fiml lote M , by caving eway of .ugway ;u, .oya. ^g_ P 

. ., _, v , Jr . - e T.«ooi;ed teamster, we-on, l^--., , 
r( nigv over twice in*,o tne r-,x. - « ■• 
. lt "' J ^"' ...,., ,, llle , ^epf off an- drowns. 

,,..,.. r « ,. « n d 2 vnv.1 e s . ivi t lb., e - T - ! ^ • 

Bought ^ more mules, naA -^ - - -P 
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frou: Ft. Oandero 



' ' $# ,,' _, 1e .c...p(i the following general or^er 
gav 6th, ilr. Ouran, « — ( ' 
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^r-recSi I!-." the early Ig'ggggJ 'hglbn-Y I.= *:*<* g« gg* 
"f i -W--hb 1 bSri-^«nnU« 'VhU — =°vin- ™ S t,-, .■!, 
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upon the ;i,oot difficult points without unnecessary delay. It ie 
her'>eb~ r or*."] 6 reel j 

1st. Tlie eoneultlng engineer, Gol. 3, Seyncar and the chief 
constructing engineer, 3a,;ruel B. Peed, will pass through tho 
1 ire p t 'oncB and oxen-inn the eggg, i le of the location, ph p 1 i difficult 
and expensive points , 

6th. In order to prevent unnecessary delay in the work diiring • 
the -absence of the Chelf Engineer from the tins of the road, 
the C''>nspJ tj.n ,;i ; engineer is hereby en-vested with full pov;e.r to per- 
forin ati Llie duties pertainino; to the office of acting Chief sm:2:ineen 
ami hs orders will be obeyed accordingly <by every one eonrieofei n'.th 
the engineer department. Any orders heretofore given by the chief 
engineer conf 1 let ing' wl th orders that may be given by the consulting 
engineer during bis absence, are hereby rescinded." 

This order reached ne through fr. Evans , after I reti.irr.erl to 
Washington. It waa not sent me officially. I knew it meant 
orteehref, but as T ^k ! < not intend to be absent from the line during 
the runnier, I saw that fkryriour could not accomplish much with it, 
and I knev/ that Ur. keed rould pay no attention whatever to hi-. I 
iutaediately sent tin. order to fr. Ames, telling him that if kr. 
Seyuiour undertook ta da this, or to change any of my liner, which 
lied been approved 



by the Government, there would be trouble,. as I would not stand for 
it; that I would resign first. 1 told him I knew what the order 
meant and that I was prepared to meet it. This order was a direct 
contradiction of the assruance Mr. "Durant had given me and I had no 
doubt was instigated by Seymour, thinking 1 would, submit to it, but as 
the future will show, it was really the final undoing of Durant. 
On May 11th, Mr. Evans, who had received a copy of this 



order, wrote me as follows: 



Ft, Sanders, 



"l enclose circular which was handed use on the evening of the 
9th inst. As it seemed, to involve a proba ility of my receiving 
orders from a multiplicity of sources none of which commanded my respect 
1 resigned. At the urgent request of Mr. Durant an^ with the under- 
standing that, so far as T am concerned no orders from S. Seymour can 
reach me, T have consented to remain long enough to finish up office 
work of line already located, and it may be incidentally do other things 
which are necessary. 'I dont, of course, object to making myself use- 
ful, but nothing can ever induce me to do business with the man Sey- 
mou"', of any kind. My course with reference to the order brought on 
quite a discussion with regard to its merits, and notwithstanding the 
orderly S. S, had an envelope quite full when he handed me mine, I do 
f ir.it lv" believe it is theonly signed copy in existence at present, 

' In regard to yours of the 5th received yesterday making inquiry 
as to line- we located on the projected line from the Bitter Creek 
summit thereby saving largely both in elevation and distance. 

1 have been asked to take chrge of the construction west of 
here, but have declined and for the following reasons: 1st. Every- 
thing connected with it is chaos and they are building so fast and 
the v/ork is so light ihat there is no time to organize it properly, 
during the tree it would necessarily take to bring order out of the 
confusion .r.oat of the work would be done. Don't you think was 
right? If the work west of Green River was given me, at present being 
dome -distance in advance, perhaps T -sight do it. 

You cant hardl.v imagine how much 1 hove desired to have you 
nn tho .-round rturinr the 'past 'two weeks. ^eed is the weakest backed 
manY'think I ever saw. Durant hr s gone East to be absent nearly a 
month . " 

On receipt of this letter from kr, Evans, I immediately 

wrote him to accept the charge of the construction from Sanders % 
West to Green River, as an Assistant to Mr, Reed. I fit that being 
right on the ground, he could be of great aid and I knew it was 
impossible for ik. Heed to be on the work "BasW Green River, 
and I expected him to act fully under iir. Reed's orders. 

On iviay 14th I received the following letter from kr. 
Oliver Ames, in relation to the Durant Circular:- 
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Mew York. 

"my brother enclosed me today, a circular issued by D up ant 
making it the duty of certain engineers to report to Seym cur" and 'Read, 
or rather place their mops and profiles at their disposal that they 
may aid them in location of line. -The whole circular is one of those 
.peculiar exhibitions of hharacter which Durant everywhere exhibits 
and which shows the impolicy of giving him power which he is sure to 
abuse always. 1 think at our next nesting, we should definitely fix 
up the powers we intended to give him or repeal altogether trie reso- 
lution ma. king him agent for this work, I understand from my brother's 
letter that Evans has resigned, and that Blickensderfer wants to. I 
hope you will be able to induce them both to continue. Durant has 
no powor Swerthe location. The power granted him was simply intended 
to authorize him in the construction of trie road, to change grades 
and locations were the work developed unexpected obstacle-'* and to- 
expedite construct "on grades and location 'not be changed, 

1 hope you Mil not feel that any mien power as Durant 
claims was expected to be exercised by bin , and will not be sustained 
by the Board of Directors. T "hen ; t ou return from Chicago, come this 
way, we would like to talk these road matters over and fist the power 
that Durant shall have, if any suck thing can 
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The Central Pacific Railroad Company were trying to take 
advantage of a clause in the charter fwhieh author! zed each party 
to file a line 100 miles in advance or their work and they were 
endeavoring to file a line a good deal more than 100 miles ahead of 
the work, reaching nearly to Echo Cnon, nearly 100 miles e&st of Ogden. 
1 had had intimations of this frtva my friends in the Interior Depart- 
ment and had consulted Mr. Oakes Ames upon it and on Hay 15th I 

received the following letter from kr. Oliver Ames: ^ 

New ^ork. 

"1 have a letter from my brother yesterday saying that the 
Central Pacific R. 1 *. Company were pressing their map and location upon 
the Secretary of Interior, to allow them to ' lap over to the east 
side of Salt Lake. This should not be granted, and I think that my 
brother feels that vou will be able to check its adoption. I 
think it is our duty to put out parties of surveyors west of . Salt - 
Lake so far as we shall be able to complete it. 

I -world recommend as fast as your parties complete tneir 
survevs east of Salt Lake to put them west, and have the line surveyed 
fully" up to the point where the Oregon Road will join ours. The 
occupation of this territory is important to us and will give us 
control of this traffic to our road. The surveys east ox a?. It Lake l 
understand are in an advanced state, and you will have a force soon 
that -a- be released from the location to be pushed fartner we & t. II 
vow have not force enough to do this work and secure this woric in 
season, I would advise its employment at an early day, 

I knew that the. Central Pacific Railroad bmcl neve* made 
any detailed survey East of Silt Lake. They had m ade reconnoissances 
in taking barometrical elevations and they cliimed to have set their 

stake 500 feet apart. 

- On May iYth^l received a letter from ir. Blicksnederfer In 

which he said that he had returned from Oreen River in company iw/th 

Mr. Reed and Col. Seymour, where he was telegraphed to meet the 
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Reed and Seymour were evidently making an examination of the line ■ 
as being located fro. Green River to Salt Lake, and i„r. Blickensderfer 
went over the line with them. 

1 had returned to Washington to look after matters in the 
Departments > the" Central Pacific people seemed determined to fasten 
their line et the head of Echo Canon, no matter where we buSlt. 

•On Ntoy 18th I received the following letter from Oliver 
Ames in answer to mine, and after receiving Durant 's order to kr. 

Evans ; ' : 

„ North Eastern. 

. _ M Your favor of May 14th is received. I had previously re- 
ceived the letter of my brother enclosing circular from Durant T 
; rot ® ?f u £ rom Kew York on the subject. "This. General" Order^o! 1 
rll® Z«* b S 11(1e I S 1 f With0Ut si Snature though it purports to" come 
iroifl Vice Presdient and General Agent of tj.P.R.K. " 

At the last meeting of Board of Directors, Durant was 
anxious chat a resolution should be passed giving hij, with construc- 
tion engineer authority to alter the line where In the construction 
it became evident that the change would expedite the progress of the 

work, and this only under the A.nes contract. This order of Durant as 
far as it confines itself to construction and a change of location 
to facilitate construction may be within the scope of that Resolution. 
But when he Interferes with your authority as Chief Engineer and the 
control of jour parties he- is entirely beyond his limits, and should 
not be recognized. I will write him at once. 1 enclose 'the Resolution" 

. ■ ' \tfj 
On May 20th,, 1 went to Chicago to attend the convention 

at large 
which nominated President Grant as delegate from the State of Iowa 
and at request of Gen. Grant to look after his interests* 

and there received a letter from kr. Evans dated 'May 21st, as follows: 

Ft, Sanders 

"Your note from Chicago reached here today. Thinking 
that as you are on the move and that some of ay last letters may 
not have reached you (although 1 am sure that I- have wMtten you 
quite fully about everything) I will report some things. With 
reference to my resignation, it was brought about by my receiving 
a circular which placed me in a position to subject to Seymour, wh 
which 1 couldn't fdo for a minute therefore 1 could see no other 
opening but to resign at once, "There was no time for a consult a*, 
tlon with you or with any one, for had 1 waited to communicate 
1 was liable to receive an order at any time, which would have 
only been disobeyed and then a dismissal, and I preferred keeping 
what little advantage 1 may have had to trusting to him. 

At the request of T. 0. Durant 1 afterwards agreed to 
stay until the notes of the location 'were put in shape, with the 
understanding, however, that while doing it the "circular" so 
far as 1 am concerned was inoperative^ You have seen the circular 
by this time, and as I wrote you, it 'is supposed to be the only 
one with any signature. Mine was handed to me by Seymour, who 
seemed to have an envelope quite full of them, but my action was i 
rather prompt. I had received some notice of? what was coming, In j 
fact, had seen the document in blank a few hours before, so that ; 
a very little time elapsed between the delivery of one and the : 
sending of the other. If I am not Mistaken it was a plan of 
Seymour from the beginning, and if not further mistaken he was 
much more chagrined at its failure. 
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ss/^f t,;; 1 ^ Jo fee* >m £ x u .m ^m;- i- ? * - 

possible to P» e ° h ° a ;' r ; rert s S9as»n. Everything, of course, 
^rS^ilo, 8n i n ^nSt r a?aglit^anue r . Tomorrow the tracK will l,e 

at thS 6 £„- »™pst": Sfother day, even If chan 3 ea ha, act t*;an 

xour icuuoob u u. iv. ... , +1 \ . Koin-T q prinnle for how much 

S?f ^t^HresS c^eTnoSn*. to I?.. .There ^ a little Improve- 
ment I Sit it takes days an* weeks to make .it perceptible. 

1 immediately communicated to Kew York in relation to the 

Durant orders and movements and stated to the. that the Government ' wo, J d 

not stand for any of hi- actions and that the Company was liable to 

get into trouble: that I would not pay any attention to his or Seymour's 

orders and had so instructed all of my employees. The lew York people 

were greatly disturbed over Durant ' s actions and orders and the reports 

they were getting from iir. Reed, fis e precaution, on may 24th, I wrote 

the following letter to iir. Blickensderfer from Washington: 

"I have learned through private tsour-cea that Col. Seymour has 
gone to Utah with authority to order parties, change lines, 3rp.de s, &c . 
I have had no notice of it and it ami-.t be a mistake. However, kr . Ames 
the .president of the road, desired me to write you and say that, no one h 
has authority or rower to give you orders, or the parties under you, but 
myself, and you will carry "out my instructions. 

You will, of course, do £.11 in yo^r power to '^idUu.r* Reed and 
the contractors in the construction of road and asf'sst aa our parties 
get through, they can go on to construction, when .they do, turn them 
over entirely. ' The contractors hare power to change lines and ;-rades 
temporarily to expedite the work, but tind.elr the contract must finally 
build, the line we turn over to thera . You will therefore turn over to 
them the permanent location as fast as possible and endeavor to turn it 
over so fast that they shall make no complaint for want of line. If we 
have parties or time to spare, .we coul^* make any temporary change they 
might -'esire, but that would be for them, not for the company. 

I telegraphed you to put Hodges on location '"est of Weber Canon, 
but get no answer. I want the line located from Weber- Canon to Reed's 
Pass as soon as possible. I, as yet, get no profiles or maps of location 
made west of Green River: suppose it takes all your time to furnish copy t 
contracotrs. Am looking an\ iously for the profile and maps of your line". 
-Let me hear from yon . " 

■■On May 29th, 1 received the following telegram from^r. Oliver- 
Ames from New York: 

"Injunction dissolved. Durant gone, supposed to Omaha. 
Advertise Dillon's election and that Committee, nam in p the v. , alone have " 
power^to contract for u nion Pacific R. R. Notify personally banks and 
aJl officers of both companies that Durant has no authority*! 

When the company took all authority fr.o... Durant over mo and over 
contractors, he served an injunction against the Company virtually- 
preventing the carrying 'out of their orders. 

On the same date I received a note from -James A. Evans acknowledg- 
ing receipt of my instructio.ns, and he s.ays; 

Ft. Sanders. 
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"There will be a great pressure brought to bear to kee p 
me on' construction. What the result will be, 1 ^on't know, neither 
do I care. Rest woul<" suit me better than anything else. The last 
year has been particularly hard. 1 feel it most sensibly the york 
could have been easily gotten along with, but there are other tilings 
constantly with me', and 1 am quite sure that it will lead to a break- { 
down very soon. As long as 1 can, will try and do whatever there is j 
to be clone. This 1 suppose is the duty of all of us, if not to ourselves, | 
to those who come after us," : 

On June 1st, 1 received a letter from kr. "lickensderfer from ; 

the head of Echo oanon saying that the weather both here and on the j 

rim of the basin had been very bad; that they had had a snow storm wh&hh i 

i 

lasted three days and he considered the line at the head of Echo down the ! 
most difficult of any that they had yet 'tackeld, sore difficult even • : 
than the Black Hittls. He wrote "There seems to b.e but three practicable . 
lines over this summit .a*S> f* Wows: , ■ ] 

' firsi h&ri of Hi'S leffe-r VHi'SSf'wj; afker pAvt «>%» Jiexf Mjei 



d^eds by the main valley, followed by Reed. The second is that, sur~ 
. veyea by Hodges; and the third is obtained by a deflection to the 
wast and a descent by the valley followed by the stage Dead'. The 
first has no objection to it except that it requires ? to secure 
a good grade of 90 ft. per mile, a tunnel of 2000 to 2400 ft, in 1 
length and considerable heavy embankment. In one case 78 ft. high 
if or about 200 ft. The second occupies very bad ground from the 
sumo.it down to the tunnel, exceedingly broken and rough and liable 
to heavy land slides. Part of Hodge's line has broken from hill 
side and slid clown some distance since he was on ground, .The 
tunnel on the third line will not exceed 600 to 800 ft. in length 
and the line below the tunnel is good except on heavy embankment* 
This line has its greatest objection in the bad alignment and bad 
ground necessary above tunnel, and that it is in the very worst 
position in regard to snow all the way, much more liable to ob- 
structions from that source than either of the others. The third 
line is not yet fully developed. It will require no tunnel, or 
at most one of 300 or 400 ft. in length, occupies good ground and 
is less likely to be obstructed b" snow than either of the others, 
being in that respect on the most favorable ground which can be 
ob ained, even better, I think, than that in the main valley. I 
fear it will require heavy embankments, but I incline to think 
the total v-ork required to secure a gr- ade of 90 ft. will not 'be 
more than on either of the others, and that it will be capable bofth 
of more rapid construction, and of being :.iore easily andcertainly 
operated when done, ky parties are now busily engaged in develop- 
ing the full capabilities of each route, ao far as least as to 
enaile me to make a good comparison between them < 11 . 

I find Col. Seymour now a strong advocate of the use of 
hiph«r P-rades, and the cheapening of the cost of construction by 
that means. This strikes me as singular, being the very reverse 
of bis views strenusouly urged "dast season in reference to the 
Black Hi! 3b location. Ur. Reed seems to favor low grades, none 
exceeding 90 ft. per mile, but he does not press his views so 
stronFlY^as the Colonel does. At the request of col. seymour 
I a to ascertain the comparative merits of the three lines above 
mentioned over this summit, compare them with the cost of each 
on a grade of 90 ft. per ,sile, and the dimunitions in cost which 
could be affected on each by the- adoption of a grade of 100 ft. 
per mile, and submit my recommendations. This 1 will do, but at 
least' a week must elapse before these facts can be ascertained 
„' fl ^resented, and should bad weather intervene more time will 
bf required! ih^n this is done, however, this whole location here 
will be determined and the balance will be easy. 
Wlii Le SinC e my return from the rim of the basin a week ago 
todav I- have been advised by Seymour and Reed, that during my 
nwije thev sent a me-senger after kaxwell , recalling him, and 
f to work locating from mouth of Echo down Weber. They 
otoo Bates away from the narrows and sent him down to tne 
Devil's Gate 'to lay out work for Brtgham Young; and only on 
„ Y; ,„„+ a pi pr o-ettin- a 1 tter from Bates in Much lie 
^orl *e SX U » i„ » farther that the, ha, elevated 
U 8 rade of «, location ^^^^XoaJeVSSe B rade . 



mo to me he will *et there today. He, has thus lost, a »«* 
S^an^^Jositlon, 2nd Bates by same reason and charts in 
location at least an equal oime 
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and 



npon receipt of this letter from o Ir . BitcIaensderfaT % 
1 "^^^^ly ^ hi, that Oeymcuo h^ no control f J, .err 
n ° rl " ht tp c ^"Se the,. These orders f mine reached Durant ■, 
He ncme^fely mined to ,ol. Seymour countermanded Seymour's 
° r " der ^ re ^"-in,,-Llaxwell and others an. said he should net 
interfere mlfh my order, regar^inr surveys and locations. If 
he wrorted ,oro men or construction, he would have to send to Evens 
or Omaha, 

On .Tuny 2nd, T oent an order controlling the grades at Echo, 
as follows: 

* 

"From head of ^asalcu west what about your lino? 1 want ^rade 
_ not to exceed ninety feet. You are to decide this natter. Fe^e'you 
roeoxved my orders? . I yield you responsible. Answer to Fashlngtonl " 

All this conflict of order's was demoralizing to parties, 
made deleys In the work and was being felt along the entire llpy] 
and it was vith the greatest difficulty that 1 kept up the disci- 
pline stmi everything moving. 

IVtf 

On June :mrr, r wrote Lir. Oliver Ames re fo"l1~ws: 

„ Washington jD-C, 

ilessrs. Dillon and Durant desired no to j.nform the compare as 
to timber fit for ties ,$sin8 .fuel. 

The first net here will he alone the Raft River Mountains near 
Red Bone Pass 80 miles west of Feher Canon. It i,s possible a little' 
may bo found on Promontory Point s but I judge not; next Is the Ooose 
Oreek Mountain timber which will be 10 to 50 miles from the line on 
the north s^ope, then is 160 miles west of v'eber canon: "and also In 
the ' . fange say 130 raises west of ^eber ceiic-ii, and then at the 
summit 200 miles west of here, the mountains ire well timbered, ten 
miles south and north- and Is beat body of timber on route from Weber 
tint-il Truekeo is reached. The -timber Is .. pine, cedar end mountain 
nine and makes road ties and excellent fuel. Saw t.n.ber la scarce. 

"I fit 

On June Sri, I sent a general order to ilr. J, "» Heu.se 

to be sent to all departments on the work as fo lions: 

"The orde s relating to Seymour were countermanded lens 
ago. He has no authority to Interfer with the line or orders ,. 
arid lies nothino to do with ran parties." 

On June let I received the follow -no letter from Lr , Webster 

Snyder : 

Omaha . 

"Yours 29 th came tonight. I no lit know of but one copy of the 
order on Seymour that was signed, the one given Evans, and that 
was disposed- of quickly as Evans at one ' cteneiered his resignation. 
All at Laramie urged the Doctor not to Issue the order but Seymour 
iv a s at his elbow all the w'oile and got him to do it. I dent think 
S. took' any of the orders with him. If the contracting firm. west of 
Green River is not Young,, Reed & Company, then I clont know the men 
or.Briliam knows them too well. 
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Evans on construction is doing well. He is honest, capable, 
and thorough; has a head, and will have men about hi im that understand 
their- business . If they, will give him power he crn put the trade 
fifty miles west 'of Green River this fall. I make everything on the 
road subordinate to construction and am pushing material out faster 
than it can be used. 

Reduced tariff will give letter net earnings than old rates. 
Indians quiet. Augur thinks wo will have no more trouble. An running: 
night trains on entire ro'*ad» 

tlr. Ames writes that he with Duff,, Rnsnell and MoCcnib will be 
here next week. Think we can bhow them something of a road." 

On June ith ? 1 wrote llr . • BlieVensderfer on lines ever ^asatoh 



an 



d on rav visit to Ne-w York, as follows: 



"I hove been to Mew York twice in last week. Col. Seymour has 
sent several telegrams objecting to your lines. I judge he wants a 
100 ft. grade. The Company decided that they rather poy eOO to 500/300 
dollars for a ninety ft. maximum grade. . ., , 

rol s sbvf that the adoption of your line is suicidal policy, 

Its Xenl cost," deep 'cuts, hi gh T-mks, walls, &c . with liability from 
snow'anr? snow-slides, nak^ a --locatiflin the present and prospective, „hul 
the do. will not sustain. . , , , . 

I teWaphed vou abort grades and leaving the matter en ,ire.,y 
with vou no" imowino- but what you considered yourself confined to P 
ft € ar "'ai'"' desirous of getting as low as that as it ia the 
ruling gr.de east, but we ,o not intend to InsiBt on j againj jour 
.u )r -t ( ,irant Inmv original instructions, I leit tne mattei fulij 
jl dgiueat. in ^ J - o hpPVV we will have to put m a tern- 

with you. If the work i-» voi .. awc..\„, o-rade and 

norw ; treck and go around it, say with 140 ofc ,.,00 ft. gi -de au 

"o"n ankavold tfe- very heavy work «uoh it is feareo ™ cannot 

take, out hei'ore track ^'rtves tliero, Britain Youth's 

g h ygg s , n , E :?» ?^T r Bt ok lo^t".^-^-^ bm;« »., 

men to work, ."Um cj. ...o i ,,i ^ track win be at 

over rim. They seem to think that I* -apt . J-^ ^f cm ^I tc he 
n r0S n River if so, every foot of Una to t,.o v-.i. . .. 

covered with men now • dai] y r . Williams is here. 

I expect t-o geb le i.x,er ji«j „ certain he would. 

YoK ^n-^rUer "n»"«n%' »n on "ho ™ fl that,,,* 

\™% ""tS "nolk;: Hoe,, *inke of line I have not near,,. 

0, M, etgmL House wrote n . that the track wouia reach 
M5ie ,» y the next .onning; that the, ha, had cons io-enahke ^ian 
ai^cnltiea on the noa, .«e„iin E *~n *l»a Creek „ost. *o^ 
action ,« kille, near rl» .reek Station; one ,tan Kill-* at 
8^'. - colore — ,,, one aeak P e,; hoth cases connect 

* ', -g.-^.o ..orb and S to*.rti£ cap ture^ . 

vmrp vrpu killed on L-.-.le - J -'- ul L 
vei" dangerous, torn aion ..a. 

i „„.* f-bnt Mr. 0. ii. T> avis , Jr. 
4 or Omen killed on fill's work an 1 U^t.i. 
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was W u 9rt at ^ le of the SM mUls day bafor(> y8au 

On June Gth, T B?r* a ■»« • r T 

' - l W1 0o8 a'ii'. House that T sbn-ni-? i „ 

-iu. i. j. onouio leave ^na^n 

for t,e *, Bt a bol ,t the 20th Rm ^ ^ ^.^ ^^ ^ '^ 
sufficient to M c», flll , , bout , ourteen ^^ 

On June 8th I wrnt<& th.. f.n . , 

° U th ° folloW1 ^ lett ^" to Mr. Oliver A,e SJ 

"As Mr. Durant, Vice Prp^^nt - . Washington'. 

York that I hed not aenfa?! "hv Str^f1 J "" in3:1 ; l ° ^ Kl ™« ^ Now 
fllft.c - ma ^ ,.„ ., . J , Uu .. a ~ 1 M ? msa-uctions and preliminary pro- 

"" ~~ s © to state 

( o it. r was 

connected Une of the one adopted for location but ev ? n L , of 
this i had to copy here. No time could be tal^n on del j, wi , „ 
\° nov X h ^ 8 not ^ceived Mr. Bates' report as v U a 1\ ow the P 
5 P T 6 /; "^ waa / er *y ^eat, especially- for location to Seen 
^If *?? L7" " 0t « ^ tif ^ that the grading wouL* be pushed so 
ia "r.I Je: - L oi Green Rver '^til March, vising me no time even t oom- 
profiles of that part of the wintry, 'or even maps /l hid to senT 
uhe or W nal8 uo^r. Blicfcensderfer. Inhere so many thousand u,?i PS 
of line are run in one season, it is an immense job to <r e t u D the 
maps arid profiles and while ay office at Omaha has heen^n^Ll 'at 
xt, 3Y,ni they are often called off for more pressing wn-nk" Is 
yet i.:r„ Evans, nor Kr. ^liekensderfer, Jr. bono been^able'to san' 
me maps or prc^J!^ of their locations, ple^in^ as an excuse "ny ' 
orders to thereover first to the contractors on the ^voiran . their 
profiles and maps cf location \n order that no delay " -inv' be had- 
also the fact that they hsveP'^ftshed be ond all precedent. Mr/Evn^ 
writer, me today , in which he says: "The last twelve months hove 
been particularly hard on me . I Feel it most sensibly, and I am quite 
sure it will lead. <io a breok down ¥ery soon. As long* as I can, I \vill 
try and do whatever there is to be done* This I suopose is the rfutv 
of us all." 

Now, on behalf of my parties and my chiefs, I challenge the 
world to show an amount of work doae by any one before that has 'been 
clone by them, Sumner and winter they have feice^ all the dangers, 
steadfastly, two have been killed by Indians , downed in crossing 
streams; frozen to death and suffered everything that man is heir 
to in that wild country; and while I have had to neglect seme of 
the details s I have endeavored to so shape their course and work that 
they woulv 1 meet most effectually the wants of the company. 

I have also labored under a very great, disadvantage in not 
being appriased in time of what, the Co, really desired done. 1 have 
had to act almost exclusively on my ovm knowledge of matters without 
orders and thereby endeavor to anticipate the demands of the 
company. 

I shall now soon be a 1 le to send in copies of all profiles 
and maps with the reports for the surveys of 1867. Last year 1 
sent in my report with a box of profiles and maps and as they were 
never opened for six monies and you then sai ' if was not necessary 
for me to submit all the .natters to the Hew York office s but that 
they could, be kept, at Omaha. This-' year as there was no doubt as 
to the line we should adopt I did not suppose yon cared for the 
maor, and profiles of lines' abandoned . The lines Mr. Bfiekensderfer 
is locating, the prel minarys maps and profiles are all. on file in 
the New York office. 
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At the beginning of each season, I sent a letter of instructions 
to each chief in which the years work was indicated, but as every day or 
a r eek develops the movements of the company and the necessities of the 
field work, I, of course, change my orders to meet it, and being in 
■weekly consultation by mail and telegraph with my parties, it is impossi- 
ble for me to submit them; whenever I have any doubt on any point, I 
immediately consult the company .' At other times I supposed there was no 
necessity and afi you are writing m 4 weekly, I supposed if there was any 
complaint on tlvte'liead, 1 would have heard it. I»±r>. Durant wrote me for 
copies of all my instructions, maps, profiles, reports of parties, &c . 
and as any one must know, it is a very large job to get them up. I sent 
him copy of the general instructions and wrote him th- balance would be 
forwarded as soon as pssible. kr. House is at work on them and telegraphs 
me that he thinks they. will be all finished in two weeks, when I will 
forward them . 

I expect to leave for the west about the. 15th. I make this explan 
ation as Mr. Durant seemed to think I had some objection to furnishing 
the data he called for but the fact is we have been to work on it every 
day since 1 got his letter, which I immediately answered. Allow me fur- 
ther to say that as a soldier, I had to obey orders uxll^, faithfully 
and in the spirit given, and to the be;: 1 of my ability and I believe T 
had not varied from that, course since I have been in the eraplo of the" 
company an'' if ilr. nairant reflects one moment, he will be convinced I 
have done all in the power of man," 

Mr. Oliver Ames wrote me from Hew York on June 11th as follows: 

"Your favor enclosing report of Eliekensderf er is received, and 
am very much obliged to you for it. It shows the importance of \ more ' 
tnorough investigation of the original line, and if he sha 1 1 exceed in 
finding a line throwing out the tunnels, it 'will be a vast se he 

company and country. coi, ^m^^ t,o i.ne 

I ar,i quite satisfied v-e shaU be njeaspd ^-+h ti,. 
taken, in having the parties renort to you I h ye "n~J *°°- r n y S u have 
courteous and eonfidin- as h e has been lirL t hi , Qe '"*• so 

days and I should think froaR letter t, , r ,5 , M - P " hSre theS8 U "° 
actually interfered will 11 I kens"? for ' \ ' \T - VT^ ^ not 
fro,, his parties in preparmghne^or contractors '^ ^^ f0i ' "^ 

Oovt. Direct*" filliSe ^l^T^rll^- ROllln ,' ; ' Treas - of C °- ™ 
a bly leave here neit ^1^«hVana S^fo^a^rdaf oTtt . ,. 

I had urged the Fres. Oliver («,, and inker mei ,bers of the Board 

"'■ '■ L - W1UamS ' Ule S ° Vt - """tor, to go out with t ,„ over the road 
and get a thorough k no K ied Ge „r the location and . tat wa8 being , me> tel] . 
xn g the, there ,as no other possible .ay for the. to ,„eet the continual in- 
terferences. X B as amicus th,t they should co»e in contact with the , 
the ground, the heads of the different parties, bo th the operating and 
construction department. 

respectfully rfln, 1B «+ ^" ? " 0lUl Point of Great Salt. T.»i^ o,V_ * '_ lloa bhe 



and 



men 0M 



ec 
d 



no. Jo, ^'l^i^^^^^^^n^^^f^S ■ 
V of^nreat salt Lake ; Vln ° 44 ° ill « to. .inish to reach'tnV Berth " 

»™ the 'tai.ing m/o^^C^^*™/.*,™, he had in 

.. ^± mi . o, b. Reed for fho 

reason that he fmmri ^ • 

found u lmpossible t0 turn Reer] , s viewa ^ ^^^ 
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Seymour,,^, -M 1 e J ;,^Hee,_, qilietfflans ^ saidve ^ 
ixttle, he „as very mUch oppoBerf to ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ 

137 m3ZteVS} ™ "- 81S - «" - was in the habit ofwrSting me 

confidential letters. My theory was that Evans BhouW , ^ ^ 

take charge of the work fro, Pt . Laramie to ,reen R^ so thnt " 

Reed conn go Seat to Utah an. handle that work, as he .as on 

intimate relations with Bright Youn S and the- ,ere great friends. 

1 knew the importance of uphold n* that friendship, especially as " 

the Central Pacific were catering to it and trying to influence it. 

I did not understand thoroughly, the movement against Reed 
until June 15th I received a letter from lira . Reed, who was o dear 
friend of mine, giving me her views of Uv intrigues nhieh were 
going on for the purpose, as she thought, of forcing mr» Reed to 
resign, Lir. It. T. Seymour, a relativ- of Col. Seymour vho hnd heen 
in charge of matters at Laramie, under Mr, Reed, when the order 
came from. Tmrant placing Evans in charge of the work west of Pt . 
Larar.i.ipj construed the order as relieving I/lr. Rood of an:/ authority 
oyer him and charged it up as coding from id?. Snyder of the o pe rat I no- 
de par tine nt . 

Mr. "Durant's order to Lr, ^vans was; 

"You rill procure and furnish all supplies , teams and 
men and have them forwarded, as the Construction engineer has so 
much to -rto that he cannot attend to the detail, and organise your 
forces to suit yourself." 

Another order sent to Lr. Evans by Dtirant was: 

"At present you have charge of the work and Marl-; Seymour is 
to receive Instructions from you. He was to look after the tank 
houses and wooden buildings* Would like to have him see that these 
are being built according to contract for the present , if you can 
a a agreed. T.Q. Durant , Vice President. 

Upon receiving notes from fhe.o.e friends of his, Mr. Rood 

unmed lately sent In his resignation. I immedln tely communicated 

with him end told him that he wan mistaken aa to the orders, fehat I 

was In communication with the President of the Company an^ had no 
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doxibt the natter would be settled satisfactorily. After my inter- 
view with Mr. Ames, T sent Mrs. Reed the folio win a letter: 
"I ha^e only time to nay thet I aoi your letter here 




"vans would not do r- thing to liana hir.i, Ur. Reed is mlutaken abort 
the reason that Evans took charge to Green River. About- his resig- 
nation being accepted, Evans resigned and instead of accepting it, 
they withdrew the order that was so obnosious; that is their explana 
tion to me and l am certain ur. ilmes so imderetanda the entire matter 
and was surprised when I told him of Kr, Reed's resignation, 
I also read him copy of Ur. Reed's letter and he immed lately 
telegraphed as 1 stated above, 

1 go west to the Humboldt and shall see mr„ Reed. LLrs. T) . 
is south. Will be home in a day or two. 

You will of course count this private_ as I write it to 
relieve your anxiety." 

1 arranged to meet LIr. Reed at the end of the track when 
we -Giit west to yo over , the conditions of matters very full-, and 
when km". Reed omme to compare notes, 1 found that Kr. fmraiht was re- 
presenting one thing; about his notees to Ur. Evans and an entire!" 
different one to II-. Evans, but the matter was fully settled, 
by givin-Ikm Reed by order of the Construction Co;nan:', full author- 
ity no Superintendent and Engineer of the Construction won/. While 
this put him in charge, it did not relieve him of the continual 
interference of Tmrcmt and Seymour, lir. . Evans' letter shows 
with what reluctance h- took hold Af the . construction department 
and that he thoroughly understood- hia position, and a S oo* deal 
of 'the trouble came from the mischievous interfering of men who 
, w te^ to he friends of kr. ReeAs, but wished to make trouble. 
As T ha, had to intercede for Kr. Heed several times before an, X 
bnew the importance of keeping him on the work a, in charge of xt, 

fforte that he remained on the 



he 



afterward said' it was through my e: 



wcr h until Ife was completed. 

On June 91^? wrote Kr. diverges on tho I-e^r «, 

Chevemie shops, etc., ae follows: 






Washington. 
"dov. Evans called today in relation to the Denver branch 
also Mr. ^olf, the Delegate from Wyoming. It seems thpf there : 
a.o so:ae 'oriht aboif, the point of junction with our rood. The 
:.rp.5^-> and .work be Ins lighter to Pine Bluffs than to Cheyenne 
' and the ^rp.ies at one point heavy,' 80 ft. for- a mile. 
■k>v. TCvans thinks we hafl better §b to Cheyenne; it equalizes 
the trade east and west and la ten miles shorter for the branch. 
Thi* would cut off any other roar! .an* no *out>t we would get the 
bene T it of the land grant to the U.P.J 7 !.^. whereas if v;e go to 
Fire B]rffo they can come in and build to Cheyenne on their land 
{Trout and get a western connection. Again ip the read ir, extended 
north, it must go down the Ohugwater and Cheyenne is the direct route 
to strike this strea.r. 

Pah; 1 ,, In advertising for pale of lota in Cheyenne the Denver 
branch was advertised' to go in there, we also promise i the military 
authoritios if we bin It if we wo^ld bring it in there as they desired 
to rot thai!' distvi.l;oMnj; depot on tbo north and ooufh roe- 1 . Ch-v™ 
enno p.-oplo rill nrfoe o row with us if we wo^e to ^r-eah frith with" 
them, end in my opinion, il iurl row In very 1 in nor f -"if tii-f wo 
rUT,-M]ir ,- u yi brioo drv-n ....-> --<" runy ouch feelirio'. 

3rd. The Bill has ;bn/f posse:* the Seante r-r-nni:; 5 rj the terri- 
tory of ^'y cm in o;, withcheyenne as the copitol, A bill ho s nfissed 
one house eoiaol ashing an IT. o„grseoe"> at Cheyenne. As that is 
the 'je^t. depot, vac 1 if has the endorsement cf off the u\>vt. officerc 
Cheyenne rill always be the distributing point north and south for 
Ckoverrar.ent being on the most direct end best fhoroiiohf ores . 

it!-. The Co. are to bmiV their shops, fe , ot Cheyenne and 
these will ol too 1 ,uiy outl"y for additions] shops ot the junction of 
the D'-wiveo hronch. If it coMirwl? el Piro Bluffs, shops or rcun-i 
houses, will hnv^ to be built there. The lins will, if It runs to 
•"hoy o mis run throwrh too greet iron hogs 4. Lone Tree ai' aire through 
tlie coal bod a of Loire Tree. ITow good this eosl is 1 cannot under- 
take to say , tho iron io first rate It 'is also on the direct route 
to the iron mountain;-! near heas of Chugwa t or , 

There appeors to be ore a.ns only one disadvantage to the 
^keyoituo termirue, it has a higher gv-^lo^ the difference cent Oi 
vm ?••!,- cannot be mueh . Tt takes the Denver trade over 4C miles 
more oT our rood than if if connected of Pino- fluffs and in fhet 
mu.di advantage to fk- F.P.f.f. it virtue. "H y cuts off the V, ?. 
g» T) t f» g„ if it ever builds to 'Ho live r end will brio/- -'eeir trade 
over this branch, but if we turn east iron 'fervor or.ri ;nako the 
connecfi n at Fine Bluffs, they have an open field for a connection 
with no at Cheyenne, -with a goo* land grw.ri along the baoo of the 
mountn ins to bach them. TIibsot end otheos ore the commercial reasons 
lh** edionL-i, in my opinion, enrtvol the lecoiion. Tt >uooll n° better 
to onf tb- .°-0 nZ-rade down to 60 of the extra coot thfwn to loae 
•yV'advaofeges or a purely local lino and be far bott-u- to do it 
than to 'break the rlightel faith of a grant oempsny. T on con Tr, dent 
thsi the line to Cheyou.no will cent very little more per on-le than to 
Pino flnffr. " 

\m 

On. June l>' ! -ch, I received the following letter frooi lir, Dillon 
who was Chairman of the foar-i of Cone true 1 3 on. end wan graa'ly 

m 

disappointed that he eouli not go ever the linp with me; 

New York, 
"Since I last saw you some of aw* private ; eo i -v.o d:\s aotten 
into "uoh shape that it is impossible for me to leave how>e without 
auffereing a very severe loss; therefore, 1 cent e:c to Omaha with you. 
I reyjret it exceedingly. 1 will go out next month to etay for* noweuf ;o 
1 wieh then. fo~y;o over all of the wort: to Salt Lake. I hope to 
me e f y on • a i . t he t t im e . 

v/her. you wo ood.. to your review, I hope 3 r ou will eee thrt 
the grade--., ?w all right; at the same time if -"or con suggest any 
way to go roun^ f eiiiporariiy the heavy poinf.> I hope you wiiv do 
so. When yon get- to that heavy wort' where ^eed and Seymour ere be 
sure you are right,, to have your location made before you leave it 



-766- 



so that they wont make any ..ore trouble about it. 1 suppose yon know. 
that we have two tunnelling machines ready to go out on- that work, I 
hear- that you may change the line so that weshant use the.ii, if so let 
■us know as soon as possible. 

Some parties in New York and on the lin- wi. 11 try to make out 
that the work has been 'retarded by not having the line located, but we 
all know better. I wish you to keep me poster! a -o^t the surveys an-i how 
things look on the line and what is going on, TThen I was in Omaha, I 
told t.r. ^nyder that the best thing that we could do with the bridges 
on the old road Fas to put in stone arch culverts where the spans were . 
not over 10 ft; fr 'ui that to 100 .ft. stone abutments with iron bridge. 
Have him shove -it ahead as fast as possibje if they are not, I leap"" our 
folks will divide so close that we will not have :,<oney enough left to 
do the iii . I hope you will have a good time this season. 

Private: 1 think that Seymour and Reed have an interest with all 
these parties that have taken work at Salt Lake, When you see a y of thera 
if _ you work it right, you can find out all about it. Lake then* all be- 
lieve that we are all glad, I woul^ give most anything to know if it is 
so. 1 would be a '™ood point. Be sure you speak of it," 

The statements in these letters of s nyder, ^illon ami others that 
Mr, Reed had any interest in the contracts with Brighara Young were not 
true. He had no interest whatever. He was very careful in that way, though 
. Seymour, _D U rant, Davis & Co. and others had. -Mr. Reed knew of the differ- 
ent interests that Durant, Seymour and others had with the contractors but 
did not think it was part .of his duty to make a fight on it. He hated a 
row and was to easy in such matters.- I told him of the statements made and 
believed l.y many in the company that he had an interest also; and j was 
certain he ha* not, j defended him from such charges but Durant an* 
others woul. not belies me. ' There naturally was great friction between 
the construction force and operating department if ..they lacked material 
or anything else, they i al * lt to Snycer; when Woame out of tiu*, , it 
was the fault of subordinates not giving „ue notice and often from ' 
inability of Snyder, on account of enow, wash outs, lack of equipment *o 
to fill ail -the orders. This .friction worked lnto perMt emUy ^ 

-eh attention to it, as it m of ffiinor ^^^ &t ^ " 

we see it in the re *-->-■' - nnto 4 + -, n , , , 

-~ ■• -u now it looks bad. 

The interest Durant had with navit- r^ 

W -' avi ' s Go - ^6 with others was 

:: ,,e ™ ai to Reed as he coum not '«• - - ciPline or mish 

o e W , our . s inl6resta , i[e harf nQ rospeot fop ^ ^ ^ 
to t,ea t hlm reSpootfuaiy on aCMmt of the positiM h heM ^ th ' 

'7"' " """ a " erMM3 8l ™' «"« ^^ "Pon^ a spy anfl on the 
woHc for t^.purpooe of fl „«„ s fault . wltho ther. a„ d eSpec , a , ly to 
d. f «t ,e an, ririve „, e out or th Company> , mt Eeed aas au ms 
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were such failures that- he soon dropped him. 

On June 12th, I filed our "ocation west of Weber Canon to Pro- 
montory showing the conflict with the C.f. R. R. 

On June 10th,' I sent the following dispatch to Lir . Ames on location 

head of Echo; 

Washington. 



*o 



% "Following received from Blickensderfer. "Can overcome Wasatch 
v/ith 90 feet without unusually heavy work. Margin named abundant. Will 
not only secure it but go far towards covering total cost of entire, line 
with 90 ft. grade. Will keep out of contractor's way with location and 
get- over all pressure in a few days," The margin he speaks of is three 
to five hundred thousand! -dollars » the amount Messrs, Durant and Dillon 
said the company wouW pa" extra to obtain 90 : ft . instead of 100 . " 

mi 

On June 14th, I wrote kr. Blicksenderfer from Washington as 
follows on my struggle to maintain our location: 

"I am in receipt of yours of June 1st. The letter you speak 
of sending from Bear River, I have not received. I also got your 
telegfam of the 9th from Echo. 

I am sorry your parties .were discouraged and time lost as every 
moment is now precious, t hope you will be able to get location in east 
of Salt Lake by the 20th so as to commence in earnest west. You have 
no idea how they are pressing me for line and with plenty to make trouble, 
we must strain a point. 

I do not know y^ow many parties kr. Reed will want but I hope 
you will be able to take four west of Salt Lake. Two will probablv do 
his work; perhaps one. The first thing is to get a location to North 
point of lake and then from there to Reed's Pass. The distance is 
about 200 miles. Ives with Central Pacific party is now on the ground ■ 
making locations for Central Pacific" Co, but far beyond this is the 
importance of location East of Salt Lake. 

1 was in New York when effort was made to change your lanes, 
and protested and it was not done You have no idea of the strup-Fle I 
have hacl A there, 

I am glad iir. Reed agrees with you. I hone vou will ri all in 
your power consistent with your duties on location to aid him in 
pushing the construction. In your letter you ^o not sav whether- 
Maxwell sounded the Lake or have you solved that problem*? Send 
lest after finishing your location east, your best men, most energetic 
and able, as we will have to crowd theai v-est of Salt Lake to keen out 
oi tiie way, 

n ■ I shall leave here about June 15th and proceed west reaching 
oalt Lake as soon as possible, l shall have with me one or too Government 
Directors and probably one or two of the company and shall want ov ' 1 - mcnD 



~767- 



^J'° m f et me . at / Treen : - iver with your profiles and , ap5 T ,...*,, 
telegraph you in time to let you arrange.' " P "" ' J " 

n '. - T aB well pleased with the line over rim of Basin -nd 
should judge you should take the river Into Echo south of "Re^'s 
Ixnr on the stage road route. Snow i s a great question in location 
You have never written whether the line was located from mouth 
of %'eber to Head of 'Narrows on only at Weber and Narrows leaving a 
(Tpp between, 

I cannot imagine what would influce them to raise vour <*rade\at 
Weber cangtsn feel unless you were "below high water, or do ^mi rnlan 
they raised it from 90 to 100 per mile? It Is certainly surprising 
when we have got over the continent with 90 ft. that we should 'for 
a few a ilea adopt K'O when it can he avoided. Vj'rite me n I Om a ho " 

On Juno 15t.h, I sent ilr . Ames maps and profiles of line" adopted 

fro?.i Ft, Sanders to Salt Lake as described In my. let ten to him: 

"I transmit to-lay to New York the map and profiles of all 
lines run west of Ft. Sanders to Salt Lake. The line adopter! 
for location or practically located when the map was made is the 
hiavy red line from Ft, Sanders to point r "0 " in. Mary's Creek; then 
the preliminary west marked "Browns' s Hi to" running to the summit 
of the continent via Bawljngs Spring; then Appletcn's extension 
Branch to Bitter Creek;,, then Evans line of 1804 to mouth of Bitter 
Creek; then Reed's 18|}n line and Bates 136? line up Black's Fork 
to and up liuddy. to an over rim of Basin, then into Bear River and 
over Wasatch into Echo Canon, down it to Weber and down Weber to 
Salt Lake Valley, or in other words, the moot direct line fro- North 
Fork of platte to Salt Lake Valley. The profiles are marked he 
correspond with lines as numbered on the nap," 

On June 17th, Mr; ^iickensderfer , wrote me as follows: 

iim • i j.x , Salt Lake °ity. 

My previous letters have advised you of the position 

of things up to the time your message of the 28th of uay, formally 

notifying me that myself and parties were subject to your orders 

only, was received. This message after an unusual delay reached 

me in the evening of the 2nd of June at head of "oho, whore 1 was 

at work with the parties of Morris and Lawrence, trying to 

discover the best route for the final location of that part of the 

line. Seymour and Reed were at Weber with liaxwell, directing him 

in the location thence down the valley. The message, I saw at a 

glance had been written by you on receipt of my letter enclosing 

copy of Durant's order, and at once advised me of the true position 

of things. This was enough, and my position was not only clear but 

suited me exactly. The substance of the message with a suitable 

explanation of the position was communicated to Messrs* Morris and 

Lawrence with the statement that 1 hoped Seymour would on being 

shown your telegram at once accept the position without forcing 

me to a decision as between masters; but that if he did force me to 

such a fecision as between masters , my course was clear, and if they 

(Morris and Lawrence) had any hesitation in regard to their proper 

course in such an event 1 wanted them to decide the matter then and 

there without delay. They both professed that their only source 

of authority was myself and that they should look to me alone. 

1 then directed them what to do. until I should return saying 1 might 

be absent some days and gave them to un erst and I should allow no 

faltering and next morning rode down to Weber. On- arriving at 

Weber, 1 found Seymour and Reed an- 1 Maxwell all gone down to the 

line; Maxwell's party having just fairly commenced on the location. 

After answering your"message of 28th of May, I followed down and met 

Maxwell at mouth of Lost Creek returning, the others having gone on. 

On the way down a messenger overtook me with your message 

from New York of June 1st, to -which 1 immediately returned an 

answer by the same messenger. To Maxwell 1 showed your telegram, 

and spoke in the same manner I did ftfe Morris and Lawrence, and he 

'|t^.onse+prp|^sfed{,e.pt:lre satisfaction and allegiance. I further 
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stated to him I should order him back to his survey west of Mud ' 
Greek and suggested, as I expected to overtake Seymour and Reed in 
a few miles, he had better go along, which he did. 

On reaching the stage station in the narrows, I found 
Seymour and Reed there, and showed Seymour jour messages. He 
promptly stated your messages made no difference to .him j Durant's 
authority waiS paramount, and his course wouia not he altered. I 
then remarked I had hoped he would not put me under the unpleasant 
necessity of compelling me to decide which was the rank ing officer 
in this totisinessj that I was willing to afford him and Kr. Reed all 
the aid in my power to facilitate their getting contractors to 
work, and meet their suggestions whenever 1 could do so without 
conflicting with your instructions. But this would not do, 
I must take my ' position, which I then did without hesitation. 
The result was a conYersation of some length in the course of 
which it was more than intimated 1 might expect an order sending me 
home: Seymour stating that if 1 ordered 'Maxwell back, he would order 
him to remain, and on his intimating a desire to know what I would 
do in that event, I promptly informed him 1 should immediately 



i 

J 



dismiss every man who refused to obev w orders qtnr, th a •, 

Do , , Finally I gave Maxwell his orders in the hearing Q r both 

??°m f /t ym ? Ur ' afrl te went back While I ™de down the vaUe* with 
them to Bates' camp at mouth of Canon, where he had b e*n at work 
rearranging the location of the Canon and Devil's ft R t.eYcoor*inr 

to Seymour's ideas. Here for once Bates' extreme inertne iJ^e 
a great favor. He had been Erected by Seymour to raise my ^ade 

at the Devil's gate 10 ft. and relocate the entire line and oJJ 

out the work for Brigham Young's men who were there 'ready to c^ence 

hy idea is the grade was raised not because the cut wos 
too deep at the Gate, but because a high elevation once fixed at 
that point would afford a good plea for a steep grade in the canon, 
in order to get low enough at lower end. Bates constitutional 
indolence allowed hi;;; to dally with the matter and kdqp the contrac- 
tors making roads, ."-c. until the evening I arrived, when I ripped 
the whole tbing up again and ordered such a location as 1 could sanct- 
ion and in accordance with your views. Had ' Bates' been quicker 1 
should have had trouble; as it was., 1 got along well, but have since 
learned Seymour and Reed vers terribly dissatisfied with him. Bates 
was set right and . the same night I proceeded to the City. 

Hodges had received my order of recall and had arrived at 
mouth 'We ber- Canon on Sunday, May 31st, He had gone to city to refit 
his shattered teams and get supplies. There he had received Seymour's 
order to go to head of Echo for the purpose of making examination 
of route by Yellow Creek Stage Station and Needle -Rocks, as I wrote 
you some time since. He had telegraphed me this and said he would 
not be ready to move bafore Llonday the 8th June. It was now the 
evening of the 3rd of June. On arriving in the city in the morning 
of the 4th 5 I received your letter of 24th and 26th kay which fully 
explained all. On seeing Hodges and after a Ions; talk with him, I 
found on urging him that he said he thought he could move on Friday 
the 5th and believing him willing and more energetic and self reliant 
than Maxwell I decided to send him at once to promontory Point to 
take up kaxwell's preliminary line from there, and take the advance 
in the movement westward, letting kaxwell follow with the corrected, 
location. He left on the 5th under urgent orders to make every 
exertion, and I think with his ambition well stirred up. His 
orders contemplate' the extension of his line to Humboldt 'Wells and he 
will go there in the shortest possible time, unless otherwise instruc- 
ted or recalled. I have had no advice from him since he left, but 
expect to hear every' day. He probably reached Promontory Point on the 
9th and is now no doubt well on his way to orth end of Lake. His 
orders are. to send rue map and profiles of each weeks work without fail, 
even should it in order to do so, be necessary to send special 
messengers to nearest points of communication. 

Maxwell was stopped at mouth of ^eber Canon and directed to 
commence permanent location from there West. When I last saw him 
on the 11th he was well on his way an- 1 by this time should be near 
Kud Island with his line. 

From the city I returned to Weber Canon on the evening of 
the 4th and determined to remain trie re until that line was finally 
and fully located. But although I knew C#J)t . Bates was inefficient 
before the hundredth part wasunknown ' to me. v, 'hen 1 g&t into the. 
fl@leV «i5h hiB p«l#6y h§ p&otf5d Co be so 'entirely without discipline 
force or efficiency that I soon lost all patience, took matters in 
hand personal lv; drilled, discharged and woke up the men for several 
days in a way which I apprehend was new tc them. I found neither 
Bates nor Sink'- had Judgment for such work as that in the Canon 
and was forced to work the party myself even in detail. The fact 
is ' I have rarely in a 11 my experience found a man so totally 
inefficient as is B«fes. S.dth is a better worker, but with all 
his knowledge of theory, a mere child in practical judgment; a mere 
man of formula or routine. 
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Thus I worked on this difficult line, where It is a 
good day's work to make half a mile, until Wednesday the 10th inst. 
when to my great regret, I ' r as taken down with an attack of inflamma- 
tory rheumatism which on Thursday drove me out of the field, and 
compelled me to make for the city where I have been under the doctor's 
hands ever since, I am now convalescent and hope in a few days to 
be out again. The attack was no doubt induced by a genera] derange- 
ment of the • ystej; , which corrected, will, I think, soon course oil 
other irregularities to disappear. Before I 'left the Canon nost of 
the line through it .was finished, -mid the contractors were fully 
at work on my line. 

The disarrangement of my parties by Seymour, the correction 
of this irregularity/; the close personal attention required by the 
location in the Canon, and my illness , constitute the only apology 
1 have to offer for failing to write you as stated in aiy telegr^ , 
or to keep up that regular and frequent correspond ence which you have 
a right to expect, and which it is always a pleasure for me to extend 

to you. 

In regard to progress of location; three lines have been 
run at head of ^cho , neither of which pleases me. Since these have 
been completed, their general features an^ probable cost made known , <*• 
I have not been able to be on the ground and must see before I cm 
decide'"', as I am sat isf iedthat improvements can be made. We have 
done much work at this point; running not less than 60 or 70 miles 

of line carefully. 

Let me here remark thot, notwithstanding Col. oeymour s 
charge, that the r dent ion of my line would be suicidal policy to 
the Company, 1 am -iiliny he should locate any other line he pleases 
over" this around, offer all the arguments in its favor, and make 
al]" the objections against the line which he can bring f orwe.ro , and 
I~wil] ».ngepe to meet every one of them in a manner satisfactory 
to vnur-sel f "or vour Board of Directors, or to any other bo*y of 
reasornnle men. Ask him to take any part of my lino and speciiy 
bis oh lections and T will undertake to answer them. I want no 
SneTJ *«^ Sl they *»st be specific an* tangible • " o^ectjo,* 



Si t to iay Sorl he' can be eakil, pointed out specifically. Let 
hin clo it. »c rt let bir„ at the saae ttae see that he is prepared «:-■ 
better location in each case for he .ill surely be called on re 



offer it. 



One remark T wish to make in regard to 90 ft. grades 



at 



i „*• v.wo This rortion of your road heina; atone exposed to t>now 

■? r t :1HH^ 

SlS ^SoTSn^ t'tiS heaa | Echo -,« by no ^^J 
means therefore should f be exceed ^-'t^'" -U^ae *e„ 

he tele S rahed' 'about S rades, aa you ^^^0^0^^. 
it he stated that nothlaa lees M I w k.4a^ ' ie own, for 

tbae, !r must have referred to deci, » /^ " rt?~ 8 rade andkeed 

h8 . ! ™" * !*?;; 'k' l\Ma k no°s£at l «ffic,It S ,ill be experienced 

coincided *ith me. l uiu.m Ilu £ become necessary. 

in buil'iins temporary tracks, should ^- L J R have not hereto- 

I May be allowed ,j ^ ^ ^* ■ J telegraphed 

fore had profile and map o - ^uUxessly assumed that a delivery 

mQ to deliver copy uo di % Re -d » * ™'™S 1 have - copy imae d i a te ly . 
to him was a delivery to yuu.Juc.- ^ locat ,ion3 

I hope also in a few days -> en Y out again I hope soon • 

and of Uaxweil's exploration ..l^iu f work brouahf up 
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Ihere had been a good deal of talk about Railroads in, China 

and lew fork parties had teen urging me to take hold of them. 

The Hon. A. Burlingame was in this country as a Representative 

of China trying to interest parties in a railroad in China and on 

June 15th » I wrote him the following letter: 

"I have for several years "been anxious' to visit China with a 
view to endeavor to introduce and build railroads, believing it 
would "be one of the best and quickest agents to build up and 

bring into communication that empire. As to my integrity, ability 
ant standing in the United States as a projector, civil engineer 
and builder of Railroads, you can easily learn* As the Chief 
Engineer of the Union pacific R. R. » I was one of its original 
projectors fourteen years ago, -and hope to complete it within 
a year. I can command any amount of capital, if it was required, 
upon any feasible enterprise of that kind, believe 1 could so 
develops the facilities of rail transportation in China as to 
make it there, as it is here, a national blessing." 
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On June isist; Mr. Blickensderf er wrc^ 

Government Director, his views of the 
of matters on the road In answer to letters from Lr 
to hiias, as follows: 

, Hr „ n A ' Echo Canon, Utah. 

xours of l3u Lay was duly received tat n^ it rl ..- ., . . 
seem to require an Mediate answer! I have^ifSieS^U?^ until 

M , 4 . I be Sin to see plainly the reasons of your uro-encv for 

the location of this work, as expressed in your previous letter 

ikx. Reed and oeymour are here; arrived- in this country two weeks 

ago and although I think they have seen enough to satisfy them-' 



early in the season, 
and to adopt temporary 
of high -grades and 
of 100 ft. or even 



selves of the difficulty of locating line here 

th^y are now less urgent to hurry up the work, 

expedients. 1 found Seymour a strong advocate 

cheap alignment, urging the adopt ion^of grades 

118 ft. per mile to cheapen the work/ just the reverse of what he 

was last season in the Black Hills, when he strenuously argued that 

even if an 80 ft. grade was attainable, the extra expenditure of 

$100,000 to obtain a grade of 86 ft. per mile rather" than one of 

90 was no object. Reed seems less disposed to adopt grades over 

90 ft. per mile, 

, They have handed me an order of Durant, clothing them 
with full power both to direct, control and even to rescind former 
orders of Chief Engineer in regard to everything, and appointing 
Seymour acting Chief Engineer in Dodge's absence. What this will 
all result in I do not know,, but 1 entertain great fears. I find 
Dodge's views as expressed in his notes on old profiles and Laps, 
and as given .in our personal interviews exceedingly correct and 
pertinent. He seems to grasp the general position of things well, 
and my estimate of his engineering capacities has been $»y no means 
diminished by my observations since I am here. 

1 an so much hurried, and have been so luuch delayed by 
climatic difficulties that 1 shall not be able to do for this loc- 
ation what I could wish.; yet I think I shall nevertheless be able to 
get a pretty good knowledge of the country and of its engineering 
capabilities , such as villi protect me from making any great mis- 
takes. At Green River 1 succeeded pretty well, getting a line over 

RSver and Blacks Pork with 60 ft. per 
Basin 1 shall g et a line with 75 to 70 ft. 
Whether these will be permitted to stand, 
On the east side of the Wahsatoh arid on 
that is 'no whether in Bear River Vallejr, 
and will there be any grade exceeding 60 ft, per mile, and thus a 
train once on the summit of the Black Hills can reach rim of basin 
with no ascending grade exceeding 60 ft. to overcome and vice 
versa. A train once on the summit of the Wahsatch can reach 
Sanders without encountering any ascending grade over 60 ft. per 
mile. This result 1 have labored to obtain, and have succeeded 
without heavy work. 

My opinion is that a grade of 1 1-100 or 52,8' per mile 
would have been obtainable without great expense between Sanders 
and the rim and I incline strongly to the opinion that 1 car over- 
come the rim of the basin without exceeding 60 ft. on either side; 
thus sending a train from Black Hills to Salt Lake Valley with no 
ascending grade exceeding 60 ft. in the way. Hudnutt tried this 
and failed, and T told him to go on, but I- am very loth to give it 
up and think I shall request Gen. Dodge to allow me to re-examine 
that location (on eastern side of rim of Basin) after our hurry 

is over a little. ,-,-,, M + . n - „ 

1 think with good weather 1 shall have uhe entire line 

of Salt Lake Valley located by 20th June, or very nearly so, and 

we can set contractors to work any time after the present week,' 



the summit between Green 
mile. On the rim of the 
and here one with 90 fvt 
1 o an not sa y , of c our s e , 
the west side of the rim 
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sending S!KtS\?j££ Z 'TJM**" l ° to - ^ «* 
much confidence in your disc^fi^ n f .expect it, but ! have so 
that r will not object [<> a^use So^m J^ 8 " 61 ^ lh SUCh ^ters! 
of my communications," J JOU may deem " proper to make 

Mr. T. c. Durant who was still i n the West watching 
matters, but without authority, wired Mr. AmeS as follows: 

at Weber and improvflW' * l head ° f Echo and *150,000 

"There was not a word of truth in this dispatch and it was only 
intended to demoralize the Company. 

On June 27th /'i' started west with Mr. Ames, Mr. Alley, Lathrop, 
Mr. Ulliams and others. " We reached Cheyenne by Sunday morning. At 

Cheyenne we met the citizens of Denver in relation to the branch 

ing 
which they, wterte 'puife^and arranged with them for pushing their work 

and completing it, 

Onv.Jtin® 28th I wrote Kr. Ames on location of shops on line as 
follows: _■ _ Omaha, Neb. 

"To avoid any delay in the building of permenanet structures 
east of Cheyenne this fall, and also to avoid any delay i n the 
completion of the shops at Cheyenne, Laramie, at or near North Fork 
of Platte, at Bitter Creek and at Green River or Black's Fork, I 
would order the Superintendent of the road to push forward all these 
works where the contractors, for want of time, fail to commence 
or complete them . 

I also consider that eating houses should be immediately built 
at Shell Greek, Cheyenne and such points west as the Superintendent 
may deem proper. 

The location of the shops at North Pork of Platte, at the town 
of Benton, will be a difficult matter on account of distance from 
water, and upon an examination it may be found "beat to build them 
at Rawlings Spring, 12 miles west. At this point, a shop, 100 by 75 
would be sufficient for a machine shop, Blacksmith shop &c» under 
one roof for the present, and a 20 stall round house would he all 
that is necessary; by then building a 10 or 20 stall round house 
where we strike Bitter Greek, we woxild have an 80 mile run from 
Rawlings Spring and 96 ftom North Fork of Platte and then by 
placing the next and larger shops in Blacks Fork, about 21 miles 
west of Green River, would give another 30 mile run from Bitter 
Creek and be in a good position for the next shops, to be put at 
some point in Echo C^on, If it is decided to build on Green River 
instead of Black's Poll, then it would be only 57 to 60 miles run. 
Whether located at Rawlings Springs and Blacks Fork, at Worth 
Pork of Platte and Green River, it is all important that these 
shops should be put in process of construction as soon as track 
reaches these points and the stone should be quarried before 
that time, so as to have them completed and the machinery in 
them and in operation before cold weather comes . 
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I alas consider it all important that the permanent structures 
■ be immediately commenced and pushed to completion east of the Black 
Hills this stammer and fall and 4n order to the Superintendent will, 
'no doubt, accomplish iYerything that is required to get the road in 
goqd, running, condition for the winter and assure the gOYermaent 
that the temporal work being replaced by permanent structures ' 
and. the road being brought fully up to the standard required to 
make it a first-class American ■ road, M 

I arrived at 'Ft. Sanders on- the 29th and met there Mr. 
Evans who seemed to be getting 'along -pretty well with his work. He. 
complained of some of Mr. Reed's engineers; that they did not 
aid him with the alacrity and spirit which he desired. 

On Htftte- 30th i went- to the -end of the track near Hock 

Creek. 1 visited the coal mines which 1 had opened at Carbon and 

; : * ' wagons 

found aq -eight foot vein. We took fir-cLs and went west to tunnel} 

a bad job; should be faced up on ; south f ront - to solid face and flush 

with- first shoulder. Line west ;of tunnel should. have cut point near 

Bowling's camp. Arrived at North Fork, at night and stopped with 

GoWoSie who was In command of Ft. Steel.' (Co i Dodge was no 

line 
direct- relative -Gf mine.- Me came from Try stum Dodge', who settled 

Block Island, and had been . in the army all his life.) 

1 found that the timber and ties were, being floated 
down the Platte,, coming from Encampment Creek,- 'about fotty miles 
south. ' The bridge' across the North Fork was well under way. 1 
turned to "the end of the track from here, then .to iaramie City 



re 



for the purpose of meeting Mr. toes, Mr. Reed and »r. Evans 
for the purpose- of adjusting the trebles existing hetween the.. 
G en. WiUla-son Joined us here. Mr. Ames showed me a letter «*» 
Mr Seymour in which he said he had found nothing satisfactory 
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or favorable out west as yet. Location should, have been made last 
year. This made no impression upon Me. Ames because he knew that 
that was impossible. Every tiling was adjusted s? tisfaetorlally by 
kr« Ames with Mr, Reed and Mr, Evans, Mr. Reed informed Mr. Ames 
that the location in Salt Lake was completed, except at the 
Narrows and the head of Echo and the only delays there were caused 
by the lack of tools for the contractors. This statement did away 
with a] 1 the complaints of Mr. Durant and others that they were 
waiting for location. 

Mr. Reed also • approved the line which had been run by 
lir. Blickensderfer and adopted by me and was utterly opposed to 
the changes which Seymour had recommended and talked very plainly 
. to iir. Ames as to his opinion in regard to the way matters were 
being handled. He told theu that the location West of the Missouri 
River was an able one and If they would only 1H them alone and 
let them work out the plaAs which had been laid down by me in the 
begining that there would be no trouble In carrying the,, out, but 
they -ere continually changing and interfering and it was almost 
impossible to meet the views of the Company. He told them that 

everv change and every order issued by them interfered ,1th the 
was costly to the company and 
,. „ , n ftl ^ound- " - detrimental to the surveys and only 
o p « r a 1 1 or. s on tn c & * o m xu ., 

kept the engineers and contactors undecided as to what they should 
ao; also that we had tho active support off t he,militar y authorities 

and' the Mormon church. 

,,_ Rppri +o be no positive and decided 
I have never known Er. Ke&a to u« ^u * 

ttDOU t these .attars. He told Ur. i». that it ™ ™ry e n barrasin B 

t„ hi, to have ,.en froSi Mew York » 6 h* with hi. resounding thxngs 

„» asainat his Ju^ent. He S aid that the only object of Col. 
Savour was to 8 et rid or. the Chief TOer, if he could. 

! returned W*« end of the trad, a S aln, looking over tne 
location. There had been .— ted to the co.pan, fro* the Laramie 

-, t -nn^ One by the way of Cooper Baked, through 
River west, two locations. One IJ 

,, oor , + - n i ] nwin" the waters ox the 
to the Kattlesnake Pass and the otaer toilowxn 

■ ^ ' mu a Air'fct line was with 
Book Creek around by the Medicine Bo-. The ai.eot 1 
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60 f oot Sr aaes a,, eon^erahXe -«* ^ «* « »'" " ^ 

in stance. Tht„ i* the Una ^ch - .nton Paomc ra.lroa, u,.I. 

li£l ,t „ rk , *ut h .«, curvature an, about the sa.e ^aae an. t.e»t, 
is lon g er, - the contract., oX.*- «-* -* oonl* — U*. 
lin e in one half the tine, ^ their statement in.nce, the co.pan, 

, -n™ flM inqt mv recommendation. At a great 
to ado-nt the Rock Greek line, agamot m 3 

+ n-i. Up I saw that the work should he Increased to 
many points on tdus li e, i odv. 

better the alignment. 

On July 4th l *i camped at Percy Str.tion, at the East haee 
of the Rattlesnake Hills. It was twenty^nine miles by line and 30 

* 4 r. in the tunnel; ttary's Creek ms filled up in three places 
by odometer to the tunn-J., ^ h ^®il h- ii ■. .>k • 

by stone; also two points at the canyon two miles below. Troops , 
arrived in Camp at S P, ,1 . I received a telegraph here fro::, LLr . 
' Bliokensrterfev that he woul* turn over ti e located lino to the 
contractors at Echo on Monday or Tuesday. I wrote iAr. House fro* 
here that our agent, „r. Ransom, had sold about $10,000 worth of lots 
at Fenton, 10 miles west of Ft. Steel, hut I was in dahbt whether this 
wouM he made the division point. 

1 wrote Mr. Ames' the following letter from Benton, the then 

terminal rUvision: 

"I arrived hers Saturday night, passing a second time over 

the graded roan. . , ,, , , 

I have great doubts about the policy filling up -hie banks 

• solid -over .Lary's Creek, and depending upn the filtering of water 

r>f a .cst.r.finiii twp.n tv-one miles lonp: through .'-tone bankr:. They have 1 



the stone culverts before next spring floods. It seems to mo that ; 
strong masonry force should be organized to go to work at all these 
points for such rains and snows as we had two years ago on this Creek 
R'oul'i tear out any bank that we have got. 

When Mr. Of Moil locr+ed this line in March, the entire 
valley was overf io "■'.'"; d from Brown's Pass, to North Pork of Platte, 
and he estimates to pass the water of liary's Greek, that it will take 



bridges of 20, 30 and 4 ft, span, I suppose that it is the inten- 
tion of the contractors to out in the bridges and culverts for the 
side drainage after roar] io built, which is all right, only they m 
be.. sure and get then in before next inarch. 

Again there is time to- put in all structures west from 
liter Creek, , v . Permanent culverts, bridges and all,' The stono is 
andy and plei.-.y- of time providing you go right at it. 



B 
ha 
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The Bridge over North Pork Plaits River could have been 
built of masonry and truss put on, by time track reaches here-, and 

you must, get it in as quick as possible, ^ji the 'Shod Piles only 
drive 5 to 8 ft. in the hard bottom, wh i feT Mlir ""of water i..'.u 25 to 35 
ft. in height of pile and trestle to Grade "line , not a very safe or 
reliable structure. 

■ 1 hope at any- rate, west of Green River the culverts and 
Bridges will all be built of stone now, as the work progresses, as 
it will save the cost of the temporary work, a^d there is now' 
plenty of time to do it. The bridge men here will soon move to 
Green River to put in Bridge there. 

They have got the Boom in here and will commence running 
ties down soon. Mr. Lockwood 'Who is in charge, says they have 300 
men cutting, ar/i he will bring here within 60 days 400»000fre$;rhey 
come in not" with rafts of logs, and a good lumber business will be 
done here. 

I think the tie men are fully out of the way. They run 
the river from 40 to 125 miles. 

Twenty four miles west of here, 1/2 mile south of track, 
thev have opened one of the vein/* of coal I discovered last year. It 
proves to be a 12 ft. vein, nncl fully as good or better coal than 
the Creighten Vein. 1 shall also show them the vein on Separation 
Creek so the t they can open that, also one or two on Bitter Creek. 
All the coal is turning out' better even than I hoped so that the fuel 
question is solved, __^ 

Some of the wells so far do not promise much. :---> it. 
down thev strike heavy fains of water, but it is brackish- -alkali , 
salt and" soda, but I believe if we should go 80 or 100 ft . 
through the slate and coS , we should get goo* pure water, and this, 
brings up the question of the shops. Already |10 s 000 worth of_xouS 
have°been sold on the supposition thp i this wouoirt be the turning 
poiat' 'if we should go to Rawlins Spring, we would have to give 
the" persons who bought here, Lots then in exchange for those here, 
I am inclined now to believe thrtwe better build shops here, put 
a round house on Bitter Creek, and make our next shops on nlaccs 
Pork 20 miles west of Ore ? n River. This will give us nearly equal 
ru£s en, hi',; us to lr y out a good town on Bitter Creek and another 

f;, , For v ann repp the benefit of our short stop at eacn. ,_ 
at Blacks roi ^ jJ^^W 8lreg me to say t0 you that he has examined 

^ ^f ^ ' T T*T T ^S^aS r i h ll P a^ ^ne P c5ird %xsh! £ " says'' 1 
^^^^^%i^^^^^inl, to make it complete and 

+ v,n+ hp is vpfv iiuch pleased with it so tar, 

that he iS '• t ; ot ;. f o y re _ exa , llnatlon of line, that in laying track 

tl ,e S do not 'curve the rail on the sharp curves sufficiently 
On a four to six ^ee curve the curve £ laid Iooks^ & ^^ 
a succession r tangen ts ai rt aiinoi ^^ ^ 

it is net mere than «"™f ^ J f , ' i the future in running 

SriSn 'as It "a not D e relied' Jithcut a full -laying of iron 
the ro,.d, -3 i 0OTva ture flees not exceed 2 degrees 

f^Toes nit show iuch.lut ever that i>, ehe,s plainly and is a 
bad failure. - _ . „ T out 7) to 3 l/2 miles per day 

1116 ■ k?J delnv 1, you sa" , 1? iVhard to'avera E e over . 

t^T%£ rAo^JTO'* «o^, ™i<* He see,s to think 
Ulfll he ^Lrre"" ^uW^veTtientto, paid to traehen all 



curves 
curvatur 



ire? Skse give instructions in this matter. 



1 receiver! a letter here dated Omaha the Stli from Kr. 

Snyder In whic'- he sair? thai he had a long private talk -with ilr„ 

Amee anr> i.'Lr. Reed on the trip from Laramie to Cheyenne, He said: 

"Jiy. Reed opened up all his -troubles antf gave me an opportunity of 
having some plain talk with him . After the conversation, Mr-. Ames 
told me and told others that- he was more than ever convinced that" 
Reed was not completeni to run a vppy large machine , kr. Evans 
has not repudiated any of Reed's contracts, but, he found the accounts 
in the office, in bad shape, in many cases "there were no written 
contracts or memorandum and Fvans wae obliged to wait for instruc- 
tions from Reed before he could settle. Lir. Ames expressed himaelf 
mpcli pleased with matters on the road . Shops at Cheyenne started. 
Men getting out stone for the bridges, rill put up eating houses, 
at Cheyenne and Shell Creels;." 

On JuW Oth I also received a letter from J. L. Williams, 

the Government Director who had accompanied as to the end of the 

Omaha. 

track. He says: "Have sent by telegraph to President an--' Vice 
President earnest remonstrances against any grade over ninety feet. 
Will send copy to Secretary Interior and each Government Director. 

I also received a letter here from Lir. F. S. Hodges in which 

valley 
he said that lines had been run through Ogden river, Voji Elder 

Creek-, Cache Valley and tributaries; that it had developed the fact 

that from Soda Springe southward no route exists at all comparable 

with Echo, except it be by right hand fork of Blecksialth • s Fork 

which to hie greet regret he was unable ^ii^:^ r ^^ ^^ 

He says; "Upon the line with which I am now engaged 128 
miles have been run from Promontory Point, 65 miles to Humbcm dt Fells 
remain. In relation to the Mud Flats or Great Desert, you are aware 
that opinions Conflict. From my own experience I would judge that 
thev world prove very slow material to ,.ove, and when cast up would 
have to be protected* from both wet and dry weather. 

X cantered my noi-se over an apparently dry and hard desert; 
itiv lichtly loaded wa-on followed; but the wheels cut dew n to the 
axis while between the spokes the soft ft ft ay filled in until each 
wheel appeared as though a mason ha* filled them in with mortar and 
smoothed them over with 'his trowel." 

On Ji% 7th 1 1 marched 27 miles and camped at Twin Lake 
Station. At Rawlin's Springs Station is a well down 45 feet with 
little water, Will have to take water from Rawlins Springs by pipe 
to tank. Arrived at Twin Lakes at 2 p. ii. Indiana killed two men 
at Rawlins Springs two weeks ago. Attacked camp one mile west 
.Sunday night. Attacked Reed at Twin Lakes liohday night but did not 

succeed in getting any stock, 

I arranged with Gen. Williamson to take charge of the 
townsites at Green River and he returned from here to Omeha to get 
the papers, maps, etc, in relation to that place. 



On July 8th we marched 31 miles and camped at Whitman's 
Wells, ten miles west of the Continental Divide.' Goal bank in bluff 
south shows 8 ft. vein. 

On July 9 tli 1 made Bitter Greek near Chr-isman's ■ Camp. March, 
ed 24 miles and established the Red Desert Station; also Clay Butte a 
station just south and on west rim of Red Desert. Water can b a had 
at west end of Chrisman's re.amp.,. Grossed Bitter Greek summit which 
is 111 ft. lower than main divide. The line today is remarkably 
direct and well built; banks high above snow and very few cuts. 

Goal shows itself in the bluffs,: and looks like good coal. 

/fit 
On Friday the 10th of July, I camped, at Steamboat Buttes; 

met there Mr. Hurd, engineer on Construction. Line down into Bitter 

Creek is excellent, direct, good; grade and avoids snow.- Established 

Bitter Creek station. Rock in bluffs sand stone, very soft and that 

exposed not good for round house or structures. We marched 18 

miles by line and camped, in sight of stage road at 11- k. H. 

, .. . , jfr/ &* .. . . ' 

On Tu/iulim we camped : at Rock Springs. There were several 
coal veins here; one of 8 ft., 3 about 4 ft., 3 about 3 ft. and one 
of 6 ft. the upper and middle veins develop the 'best. Hall has about , 
6 miles graded on his £0^' Sent has gotten well started on his 2CMil Q ls 
and Carmichael has most of his 6 miles done and Casement is, just 
starting on his ten miles-. Bridges will be troublesome. It 'will 
be necessary to cross Bitter Greek 'with Truss bridges and. it -will ■ . 
require -pile foundations. Piles will have to be hauled fifty miles. , 
Camped '12 miles" from Hd| Springs, Quaking-asp telegraph poles can 
be obtained and about 25 miles south on breaks of Current River 
pine can be had, but hard to get at. - . , 

On J&& 13th %" marched 9 miles- to Green -River. A good- - 
force is at work but we have had two strikes. They arrived on the 

F round May 15th and opened work: May .16th.' -llatoy has been here,... two 
'■ & ■ ' construction- 

' weeks on hie work west of rim, and has rested' five days, ^trains , 

have passed and ten more **ii are between here and Laramie. The ' , \ 

trains have been about thirty days on the road from Laramie to ' 

Green River. From here 1 wrote jir. ^, Billon, Evans, Snyder and 

mt T;or fl to o'Nel] to nwdior-i to Green -'River, 
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On My l 3th)/ . from Gresn Riyer> r wrote Mp _ QiiTCr ^^ ^ 
loiter glvlng a general r „. eB of my eXKii . nat . ona> as mioM _ 

in charge of construct^ and we"ivs aS 1« ' the e «e™r 
outivel^ ISf .epSStS™ y ° U a be " er «« of >y taking it eonse- 

A little heavy work at Ra»??n' ? OUt ° f Way h ^ Au S» 1st. 

if, will not retLdYracL PrXngS needed P ushi «S» I think 

% Bitter Creek Valley, Hall waq fi »«+ ■ on ™-i „ ■ , 

is heaviest wor k ana wii^e Sl^oS^iTwSi.^^SaVSB 

next six miles and is mostly rtone . Casement next ten S Jnd hi, • 
subs are getting stretched out on their work. The heavy wort 2a ' 

ToTZZ Sti11 SinC6 JUly 55 men ° n & ^/SS go to 

Bridges Crossing from North Fork to Bitter Greek, you will 
have no trouble, and will have to put in pile or tres?lesfhad you 
commenced soon enough, you could have put in a good many stone drains 

The quarries at Rawlins Springs are good and west of that ^f 
one or. two points good stone is to he had. ' 

On Bitter Creek is the rub; the wash there is very bad 
some twelve Truss Bridges, 80', 100 and 150 feet each will have 
to be built. The trestle Bridges for side drainage, will be si-ff- 
oult on account of foundation. The- small culverts and water ways, 
should be made of stone, plenty exists : i. all along the 'line, 

fit for this purpose . 

1 wrote Mr. Evans fully about it. 

The trestles I should put down about four feet below bed and 
fill up with loose roek s and put on mudsills. 

To make them safe, they ought to he on piles, and in some 
places will have to he the streams are so deep that piles cannot he 
had long enough to carry them to grade. 

For the Truss Bridges, 1 would put in the plile foundation 
right off. Put Trestle' on' that and put trsuss -right on, putting 
in Masonry between trestles as soon as convenient. ■ 

To put in temporary Pile bridges will cost largely. Piles are 
no" nearer than Laclede, an average haul of 50 miles and it would 
take a large nciwk. Se ems to me 'that 100 ft. truss bridges could be 
gotten in as quickly 'as the pile and thus save us the cost of the 
pile which will come to from 76^ to 1.00 per -running foot. X- 
recotomended to Evans to send out a good Supt. of Masonry to select 
rock and see to the putting, in of stone drains . This will save 
one half of the, trestle bridges, single and double, boxcudvers, 
dry masonry laid up will do if well put in, and save us future 
cost. It is even cheaper than putting in wooden culverts, the materia 
being so handy, and there is plenty of time; most of contractors 
can put them in if a person is here to see that it is well done* 

3rd, Water i Nothing has been done except at Benton and Rawlins - 
Springs, over dry divide for water p but I had men go to work at 
each station to sink wells, immediately and Hurd telegraphed for 
boring apparatus, I know we will- get wa,ter, but we ought .to have 
been at it long ago, it may lay deep and through the rock* Several ' , 
of the wells show water but it is bad and we. must get below 
the surface water, and we cannot give too much or too careful • . I 

attention to this* After reaching - Bitter Creek, ther ; e will be no '< 

trouble for water. . : 

Stations. We established all along though havng reference to : 

most favorable place for wfeter, distance, -proper grade, coal &c j 

1 concluded we better put our shops at Benton, the town is a 
'fair location Is near North Platte River, down which we can get > 

plenty of timber, ties, &c. and the sale of lots was large; the -only 
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draw-back is water; 



town iB^oS^rlS^e^JJ.*!*: °»toir Platte is desirable The 

Pn.t! 7 t0 + ffiake a road brl ^e of , which w?i? ei !?,° rary bPidge for the 
route from town to the Itmbe^ anfl tie yards S US qUite an e& ^ 



At lawlins SprlngsTe can tairi'tr dS ; 

it better be done! 8 ' " take the Water ih ^ tanks by p i P e f 



an 




it will no doubt be a town as soon as we reach It- it ?„ ♦ 

very inviting spot, but the best to be a will « it £ 0t \ 
build a round house here. Black ButteV Pni!t «J r } ° « ave to 
Rod Springs an, Green R Iver?it£e & Ro°un" m^^^J^ 1 ^ 
Creek 1 think we can get about 5 miles west of station 2 ^v 
sandstone is out there and if in sufficient quantities *wit] ^o*** 
the top layer on most of Bluffs looks durable enough! ° ** 

are oSetJ" 8 fTlV?/ 1 ^ f "• ,? e - eins at Separation Creek 
are clear, 3 to 12 ft. thick, one 12 ft. vein 3 l/g niileq awnv ?=. 

^Z%TT A hJ J Mr " M6tCalf frora Cheyenne. I ordered two veins ' 
n-ar track opeend enough to 'develops width of vein and quality the 
in in Red Desert 1 also partially opened veins about L J 



mined., and by shoots run down from mines into 'cars, coal does not 
yet look as good as Separation Creek Goal but 1 will make a good 

Twelve miles east of Green River near line and at Green River 
are, good veins being opened by graders for blacksmithing purposes/ 

Location, The located line is an excellent one. Mr. -Williams 
is very much pleased -with it all along from North Platte to Green 
River, it is a bold, judicious, the ground evidently studied and 
good advantage taken m it; the grade is kept out of cutting and 
laid, high to avoid snow, while the alignment is good. Line down 
Bitter Creek, necessarily crosses the Creek often. Valley is crooked 
and torturous but we 'get good, line by taking advantage of "its bends, 
as we get towards Green River avoid the Greek more than we do above . 
In many places we change the channel. 

1 am much pleased with this location; it meets more fully my 
views and wishes in the matter and looks like a railroad* 

Mr„ wiinams says n i S VQ ry fine, and he is a' pretty severe 
critic; he is also well pleased with way most of work is done; says 
he sees the difficulty of at once putt in in stone structures, that 
track must be down first over great portion of country , and his 
judgment on best way to meet many of these bad foundations on silty 
bottoms, is often good. 

General. The heavy work six miles east of here that Oaraichael is on 
the Co. Work is well under way, and considerable had been done up 
to July 4 th, when all hands struck, and nothing was done from that 
time till today, when 500 men went to work* He has one heavy cut which 
is being forced. 1 think he will get out of way before track 
reaches here. The eight miles of work west of Green River, two heavy 
cuts and two large banks, that Maloy is doing for the Go. has not 
had much done on it. ; 

Maloy has been here two weeks,-' worked four days, his men went ; 
to work today but he has only a few. ' ?he cut is side hill and can sooi 
be worked out, but the banks, he thinks, will take 90 days to 
finish, says he needs 500 men. The great trouble with hiun ia 
want of tools, cars, scrapers and corn. This is also the 
trouble with Brigham. He has no tools, some six trains, :•- • ■;- 
.:.: • have passed here, were thirty days enroute from j 

Laramie City and were mostly loaded with provisions. The 
Mormons came here and met them and took off the scrapers . 

They have now 11 trains between here and Laramie loaded, 
bujr it is slow work and it will be sometime yet, necesarily ' : 
before fall farmers can.be put on the work, here or at head of 
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Echo, op in Weber.. The light, work can be easily gotten along 
with, and as soon as tools arrive large force can be put on 
heavy work. 

1 guess they are pushing matters all they can; but 300 miles 
teaming of everything is tedious. 

Prom head of Green River, they are getting out considerable' 
number of ties, they are putting in Boom here and propose to 
raft down 60000 this month. 

The line here gives no good opportunity for town here, shops 
or anything else and we "best go to Blacks Fork for our Base. 

They have JLaJLd off a town here similar to the North Fork of 
Platte r ftom& y"';theP2^. have a private organization and sell lots &c. 
They really have no right, but I see no way to help it. Their 
site is on the low bottom and Green River sometimes covers it four, 
ft. It is now within a foot of . going over it. That is the trouble , 
of our doing anything here* more than a simple station. The ground 
overflows and- west of River we are climbing with a 60 ft. grade . 

I will lay out a small town here but reserve the big one for 
•shops on Blacks Forfe, 14 miles'' west. Mr,, Reed thinks that is best 
place and -It mates our runs more euqal. Location from here to the 
valley, is about comple-ted. I shall push parties west as fast as I- 
can. Maxwell who is west r of Lake has located so«©0 or 40 miles 
of line west of Weber Canon, and Hodges is well on his way to 
Humboldt Wells, with his Preliminary. It will, however, be some 
time yet be-fore they oan open much of heavy mark in Echo and Weber 
for want of tools." 

. /?U 

On I*W 14th 1 moved to camp #10 on Black Fork near the South 
Pass roaclgtttd examined the line closely coming out of Green River, 

made' suggestions for change of line". Received a- telegram- here from 

Mr. Blickensderfer on the sounding of Salt Late. Maxwell reports 
22 feet 'of water for more than one mile to Hud Island. It shows 
that the crossing here is impracticable . 

On July 13th, I crossed the Buddy on the Ft. Bridger and 
South Pass road. Location is good to Ham's Fork. It will require 
four bridges, 350 feet each over Black's Fork; from the top of 
■ the Butte today I could see Pilot Buttes, Uintah Range, rim of 
Basin, Medicine Buttes, Aspen Hill and Bridger Buttes. No rock 
on Black's Fork or on Muddy. 

On 3*1* ISth'f received a letter from Schuyler Colfax, 
Speaker of the House, stating that if Congress adjourned by the27th 
of July, he and his party would leave Chicago October 3rd for the 
end of the track and asked cars and" accomodations foe quite a large 
party including, A. S. Richardon of the He, York Tribune; also 
requested stages to be furnished the party from Cheyenne to Denver. 

OnJW, isth'fiUped at old Ft. Bridger. Examire d the line 
from South Pass to the road going to Ft. BannacS. I received a large 
mail here, from Mr. toes, S n yder, Duff and others, which I answered. 
At snagBP there is good stone for Suilding purposes. 
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On My 18th, i wrote Mr, Ames as follows: 

T „ Wl ff r *f7 ed here, today .lay. over one day to refit, then po West 

I came all the way over line. The location from Green River Vst to 
Blacks Pork 1 wrote you about, work, &c. Location ?rom Macks fork 
runs up tnat valley to month of Muddy, and tap Muddy to Rim of Basta 
all plain light work. The line Is a good one, the most expensive fu- 
ture is four bridges over Blacks Fork, say 300 ft, each and Sp to nere 

II bridges over Muddy, about 60 ft. each. 

. After examining the line closely, 1 made but one or two slight 
changes; the engineers have studied this ground closely; - there il no 
doubt of that. I think. we will be obliged to put in wood bridges, 
first, the stone that we find near -the line is too perishable for 
piers and abutments 'to bridges , but one layer of it will do for 
drains, and it is a question for you to consider. Now the bri -dges 
shall be constructed, piles are comparatively handy , and I believe I 
should put in the pile foundation for piers and abutments and put 
trestles on them to support the truss bridges, until such time as the 
road is built and we can obtain stone- from, here or west and put in the 
piers and abutments, if -you think you have not time to do this, then 
a temporary pile bridge to one side of main line will be best. It 
would be cheaper in the end to put it in as 1 suggested first but you 
may fear the want of time and delay in getting forward the trusses 
in time. I notice that -ice break ups in Blacks Pork are bad. There is 
no one at work on line as 1 can learn from Maloys, west of Green 
■River, to near Bear River, 100 miles location was turned over to con- 
tractors the last of June or 1st July. 

11 is mostly light work, and I guess Mr. Reed intends to put 
the force east of Green River on it as they finish up there. They 
are now opening up the heavy work at head of Echo, that we have had 
so much trouble with.- We turned the line over- several days ago and' 
as fast as tools come up they will cover it with men. 

In sounding Great Salt Lake, when I commenced it, I found 22 ft. 
of water for one mile. This is louble the depth that Stansbury got, 
and Mr. Reed says the Lake has raised seven feet since he was here in 
1364. le get a fine line around Promontory Point, but I am afriad I 
shall have to abandon it on account of deep water in Lake and go 
over the Point, am now locating over it, so as to have a line both 
around and over. Mr. Hodges party reached Humboldt fells yesterdqy 
so that we have now got one line into the Humboldt, He will work 
East from that point and we will soon have that location made from 
North Point of Lake to Humdoldt Wells. 

I desire you to telegraph me at Salt Lake if you want me to 
locate the branch to Salt Lake City as I shall push right west from 
there so as to look over the Humboldt line, going both sides of the 
lake. However, 1 suppose it is very little use for us talk about south 
side as the G.P.R.R. are determined to go north.- Have filed their 
maps Sri that line and got them accepted, so that is a virtual settle™ 
merit of the question under the law, even if we should raise it, the 
President by Ms action has virtually decided the question in advance. 

I see' by the papers that a Mr. Pisk has come ere ed a suit against 
the G M what effect will that have' on work 9 bonds, stock &o. 1 
enclose letter received from Gov. Ivans of Golroadao, , 

Will write next from Salt Lake, I- desire to hear from you 
there? 5 Sis so near closed up east of Salt Lake that 1 must 
TYiiqh -west of it as fast as possible, - ..,.+„ 

P Sickensderf er is spending his ..time now reviewing line to 
see in be helped on parts they do ^not want to work on. 
Thinks we will yet get 80 ft. over the rim instead of 70. 1 shall 
look into that tcxaorow." •. 
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On JJmj 17th 1 received a -dispatch from Mr. Snyder that .the 
track was at Benton, 660 miles, Also a dispatch from Mr. Ohas. 
futile. Secretary of the "Union Pacific Company, stating that Mr. 
Durant, Vice President, 'is authorized to ^supervise the affairs of 
the company along the line of the road "including surveys now made. 
Officers and employees are subject to his direction. He leaves 
tonight for the west. This dispatch shows, that the company had 
again turned the direction of matters .in the west over to Mr. 
Durant and that I might look for trouble from now on. ' /l^!* 

"i met here Washakie of the Snake Indians. The entire v - 
Snake village is camped here, -facing received their annuity. 1 
entered into a treaty with Washilie for the protection of the 
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railroad through their country, agreeing with them that if they would 
protect the line from Indian depredations and prevent his own men from 
committing any depredations upon it, that he and his tribe should be 
carried over our line free, whenever they desired to go. That agreement 
was carried out, literally, as made by me, by the running Department. 
' "When the roa~- first began running trains, the Indians flocked down to 
it and rode on the freight trains. It was not an unusual thing to see 
on the top of the freight cars forty or fifty Indians with their blankets, 
children and squaws. They did not try to ride on the passenger trains, 
and so far- as I know the company carried out this agreement until the 
Shoshoni tribe, of \vhieh Washekie was chief, moved to the Win- J River 
country. Waushekie was very friendly with me, although the troops under 
General Connor had destroyed, in the middle of the winter of 1863, one 
of his villages on the -ear River, Utah, and In the fight killed every 
•jfrnrUan opposed to him. This had given the Indians an object lesson as 
to our power and ability to do whatever we agreed to. The bones of these 
Indians are .-.till to be seen In the ravine in which the battle was fought. 
Connor marched from Camp Douglas with feiiermoraoter below zero, surprised the 
camp ann gained a great victory. Several of his men 'were found frozen. 
Col. Knight who was in command at Ft. Bridger, called at our camp and I 
had a fun understanding as to the military protection, if any was needed." 

On July 18th; we "marched 20 miles an* c-mped with Col. Hu^nutt on 
the rim of tbw basin, One line is very heavy- tl* other. very light, I was 
on the work all day with the "party. Mr. Blickensderfer joined us, having 
closed up all his work to Salt Lake. The only point then giving us trouble 
-as the crossing of the rim or the basin. We were endeavoring to go over it 
on a 60 foot grade. 

Ho flees reported that, he han reached the JtaaboMt and im8]1 „as 
at the Wo rth ,oint or San I* 1( e , just over Promontory Point, I ape ,t ,he 
19th in g o ine over the line fro „ the Kuddy to , smamlt at ^^ ^ ^ 
Biickensderfer, finally adopting the 60 ft. grade line. 
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On July 19th, 1 received a letter from Mrs. Dodge which 

was as follows: 

Council Bluffs, ■ . 

"Hoxia was over' this morning. He told me the company 
'had telegraphed you to return with profiles, &c» Something is to 
pay with the -Central Pacific. 1 think -it will be too-' bad for you t 
return over the hot plains and then go "back, and I hope yon will. 
not do 'it. 1 hope to hear from you what is the matter; as to being 
ordered about everywhere by Durant, l would not do it, and 1 have 
thought lately you could do "better off of the road than on. How 
can you. like being gone so much and having so many times to fight 
men like Durant? Still 1 dislike saying anything for fear you wil 
think it Is from selfish motives. It seems to me you have harder 
work than any man who ever built railroads before. They are trying 
the same gam© 'with you that' they have with Reed, and 1 think there 
is more in Seymour's "being out there now than you think. 1 dont 
believe any small business would keep him out there so long. He is 
cunning and crafty, and you had best look out iov him.. 1 dont think 
much or the men that keep him, and it would be just if you left the 
road to him and them, and take care of your own busineas interests 
or build other railroads." 

* On Tuesday, the 2lst|/l/ camped at Yellow Greek after 

marching 26 miles, 1 received a dispatch from Mr. T. C. Duarnt 

to .meet him at .the end of the track by Wednesday or Thursday, which 

it was Impossible for me to do. 

1 meet Mr. Reed gairoute to the end of the track to 'meet Mr. 
' Durant. Kir. Reed informed me ; that he had let all the work from 
Green Elver to the mouth of Weber Canon. 

GnJ% 2 2nd 1 *! marched 32. miles and camped on the Weber, exanain 
ed the location over Echo summit and considered it good. 

On July 22nd ?&e Governor of Montana wrote me in relation 
to plans cxr a 'l^ a ?oaa\o Montana giving account of the large meeting 
and the resolutions p*B»d, ' ' ' Wrglnla City, Utah. ' - 

"Tn behalf of the 'committee appointed to correspond with, you 
regaM^lbfeo nstruction of^^^^-^f, *»£ *, 
through Montana, we >™ «£m«^ L the toreL Court Room in this 
a large public meeting a* 8 ^!* 1 ?*™ J^£ published in the 
oity on the llth ultimo, P^maant ^ ^ J^iose a printed', copy 
Montana Democrat of i tet .J ft *;; t1 ?* ^S JellSSiaiona were attend- 
of the proceedings of said meeting, ™°.aeli D ^\e. sita tion in 

ed with --Jf ^^ entertained by 

le see that resolutins ;°* ^ %J* SSnty, a printed copy 
been adopted by the .cities of Deer ^g^*^ me a ^l*enB ■ ■ 
of which we also enclose We J e £"£ rlt --- of the territory -, are 
S LlS?| S li n de°^oSl .5? Sn°deSn e g ySu a«lVe company 'Which you . , 
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answered the Hon.. James Tufts, Governor of 

"l am in receipt- of your communication of July 22nd in "behalf 
of a committe-e appointed by the citizens of Montana to correspond 
with me in relation to Branch road to Montana. I ha¥e no doubt but 
what your most speedy and feasible connection with the east and the 
west is by a branch road, leaving the U»P.R.' ! . some point west of 

mouth of Hams Fork. ' ,...».*.- 

A partial examination of the' country has determined its feas- 
ib'lity. To' build it mill require Government aid* 

The. present, business of 'the country, Your territory, f/ould 
not lustify its being built by private capital alone. 

Should Government aid be obtained, the branch could be com- 
pleted in- eighteen months, perhaps, less, from time work was com- 

menCS Yoi°r proper course, it seems to me, to secure the bulldin S of 
the branch, is to appeal to Government for the neceasajy aid, no 
doubt tat you would have the suppott of the Union Pacific R R Go 
' 7° :: v nr nct* cable measures that would assure success to die project. 

This\?anct'Sas later built by the- Mormons to Ft. Hall and then extern 
The authority given to *r. Durant over the company engi^ 
p,-i to Uutte by the Union iaci"ic. ^4T,-„ mr , 

neers in the field had reached Washington and Mr, Jesse L. *illiama, 

Government Director had entered a strong protest, and on July 
23rd, i received a dispet ch from Mr. Dillon and Durant to return ' 
' ■ to the East en<* of the track for the purpose of meeting them, 
Gen* Grant, Sherman and others. In their dispatch they' also 
assured me that the appointment of Durant would not mean any change 
in my lines, but the engineers were continually receiving orders 
from either Seymour or Durant in relation to the lines. 

fin% 25 th'.Vr..-Ames wired me that the Executive Committee 

+*nr.itv to Durant for surveys lest of Salt 
in. his .absence gave authority to uurmi 

* *«„•« r^arips and to confer with 
Lake, after road East is ready for grades and 

o « « track 1 immediately took stage and on 
Durant at the end of the track., 

♦ u^ nn where 1 met General Sherman, l*rant, ■ 
the 25th arrived at Benton where 

■ Sheridan, Augur and others and returned to^***^* 

Sheriaan, Seymour. They 

On Sunday I%26thfl met Durant, Reed and ym 

« iRROO for laborers waiting for the 
claimed that they had to pay *6500 

llne . they considered the change of location at the head of E ho 
Z to — of Weber Canon bad ones and also that the location 
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was not yet completed t m«+ *k 

_ ^«wu. i met them and refute *,,,„*, 

„+ + • • ' : • • minted every one of their 

-• »« , «u. lnfo _ Dlllon looatlM _ gMd oM • 

e 5h W flght for ±t before the Gova _ nt _ ^ ms 

Burant a» a D1 ZXo n that etatements made fey ^^ ^ ^ ^ 

base them upon, , ' 

X G6neral ^^ ^ °™~ l S1 ™ too* *r, strong grmmd Mth 

B-ant and Dillon, telling them frankly ^ . ^ ^^ ^ 

not stand for any change i„ my llae8 and that they ^^ ^.^ 
npin my remaining upon the road. 1 ba.d st atad frankly to General 
Grant and General Sherman, to -Billon and Durant, that 1 woiHd not 
submit to such interference as had been made, thaWt was not for 
the benefit of the road, but was simply for the purpose of driving 
me off' of the road.' They knew they, oould not have their way while 

I was on the road and watched ay every movement, it resulted finally 
. x , : ' of locations , 
■in- Durant-'s-- and 'Dillon 1 s withdrawing all orders "for ' change^a'nd ' " 

General Grant and Shenaa-i exacted an agreement from me that I would * 

not resign but would stay with- the road until it was finished. 

This meeting of the largest number of distinguished officers 

that had .met since the Civil War was a very noted event,, The 

U'.s. 

officers present were: General, Grant » Lt. Gen. W. t. Sherman, 

Maj. Gen, Phillip Sheridan, Maj. Gen.. 1 , 0. Harney, Maj. Gen. John 

0. Gibbon, Maj. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, Chief 'Enginner, U.P.R.R*, 

-Brig. Gen. P. Dent,' Brig. Gen. ; Adam a. Slemmer, Brig. Gen. Joseph 0, 

Potter, Brig, Gen. -Louis C. Hunt, Brig. Gen. August Kautz,. A 

local -photographer took a picture of the groups which included 

f. C. Durant, ¥. P. U.P.R.R? Sidney Dillon, Managing Director .'j 

U.P.R.R. on Construction, Mrs. ;Gibbon and Mrs. Potter, their 

children and three local officers of the Post* also U.S.Grant ,' Jr. 
..ison of General Grant. 

1 forgcrt. all about this pioutre until, in 1892, when -on, a • 

. % . . 

trip to Oregon looking over the Union Pacific interests, 1 Yiilttiil. 
Gen. Gibbon at Ft. Yaneouver and he showed me a small copy of the' . '■ 
picture. This I obtained from, .him and had it enlarged, and It 
has been sought for by a great ; many persons. It was utilized by 
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the Union Pacific Railway, who had an immense number of copies made for 
an advertisement. There is a copy of it in my hook,' "How We Built the 
Union racific Railway.' 1 In later years the photogrph has been sought 
Wy many libraries, museums and by many officers of the army. 
f General Sherman, General Harney and others came to see me as 
they '"-ere either going to or from a peace Commission with the Sioux 
Gen, Sherman wanted to know my 'reasons for not making an agreement with 
the Sioux in 1866, allowing them to 'come down !\o the North Fork of the 
Platte. 1 told him that my troops, in the expedition to Powder River 
in 1865, had discovered gold through the Black Hills, through the hunting 
grounds of the Ogallalla and Brule Sioux and that I knew as soon as I made 
a treaty with the Indians that Chaffee, in ColorA and Pair and others In 
California were preparing to send men in there. I had with me in that 
campaign, part of a Colorado regiment and part of the California regiment, 
many of them expert aiiners and they panned every stream we crossed and had 
discovered this gold. They were afraid to go in there because my agreement 
with the Indians In 1866 was that It would be impossible for me to keep the 
whites out of there, and therefore I would- not sign any treaty of peao- 
which would bring them down to the North Platte. My idea was to hold then, 

north of the Belle Eourche Frn-v of* +v, Q m 

. urohe xox. of the Cheyenne and if the y behaved theme™ 

selves, 1 would' endeavor to keen the miners from „ inir into thnt . < ' 

w o Uill e J-nio that country: 
« t.»y „«.. ln„-,UW. y or.ers, I S a ve the IlrUans ^^ ^ 

z\ zr re : ot " iiiins to sive this srouna *> — - — oes 

I, r ' " SSt hUmJnE »""-• G ™ 8-~» an, M . COMlasl 

under the orriprn «-p i.^ ■>■> ■ ibbX 

e orcfeis of tue President made the 
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agreement with them to oorae to the oorth Pork of the Platte, taking 

in all the Black Hills north of -It'; Laramie. This treaty had hard 'y 

been ratified when the Colorado and California miners poured in 

there and discovered the Home steo-K mine, which has been a great 

producer. The Government made no effort to keep the Indiana out of 

this county and carry-'" out the terns of their treaty. Sit tine 

tribe of .. 

Bull, who was the chief of the ■. Indians who occupied these hills, 

demanding thsi they should 

made protest to the Government ' '. have t hi if treaty carried .out but 

the Government . paid no attention to it; then Sitting Bulll took the 

matter in his own hands, which brought on the war between the Indians 

and the Governement in 1376 in which occurred the Custer Massacre. 

no t ' 
The Indians are to blame for this for they were only maantainin-^ 

their rights and it was the fault of the Government in agreeing to 

the treaty and then not living up to it. There is no J escaping 

this fact and Custer and his regiment were sacrificed because the 

Government of the United .States did not live up to its agreement 

) 

and to it? duty towards these Indians./; 

OnJUly '37th I returned to Council Bluffs with the whole party. 
I telegraphed imtnediately^to >ir. Bit ckensderfer to put^ line in at 
the mouth- of Weber, with il-^t^de and send ucCabe to the head of 
.Echo to run the Lawrence line with 110 ft. 3 rade for the purpose of 
testing the statements, of Seymour and showing them to be absolutely 

false. 

I ? ■■.■'!' 
On !V|v26th and 27th, Mr. Oliver Ames wrote me as follows; 
J • ■ ' North EastQ,n h _. 

"Your letter of 13th from Green River a».id telegram of odd 
from "-eber received Saturd-y the 25th. 'While we were out on the road 
some in junctions were served on the Company for black mail purposes, 
an* the ox-committee were called together and some very strong actions 
taken to head off injunctions. In order to push the road resolution 
was passed that the Vice President in addition to ordinary powers 
have "the supervision of the affairs of the Company on the line of 
road, inolu'dinff euoh mirveys preliminary or fi.-nl as are being mede, 
and all officers and employees are subject to his instructions. It 
bein- the intention to have full powers in accordance with the by- 
' InWW ? and 4, he being accountable only to the Committee and 

re Lf 'hi acts under' this authority, .'i think that these full 
cowers were -iven to Tyrant under the impression that he could do a 
Eood dear L'lush the road, and that it might be necessary to head - 
off some .of tie suites . I think' the Doctor coincides with you in 
regard to what should be done to locate and construct road. 
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.The final location of the line between Green River an>i Salt 
Lake is an important event, and I hope we have got it where we shall 
be fully satisfied that in our hurry we have not sacrificed antyhing to 
speed.. The layinfg of such immense stretches of line over a difficult 
country in so short a time is annnheard of -event in engineering. 

In regard to stone_ structure for water way, I am urging up Sny- 
der to put on all the men possible, and hope you will see that whwnever 
it can be done without material delay, it should be done in construc- 
tion" of the road. As _ you suggest in your letter, it may be better in 
many places where stone is abundant, to have the culverts and piers put 
in before track reaches them, and cheaper than it can be done with 
hauling timber a long distance. 

I hope to hear from you on your way out to en^ of Central track, 
and what you learn from there. Carter has gone out to explore their 
country and report. I hppe your interview with Dr. Durant was all 
harmonious. He is so pugnacious sour times that he is difficult to please." 

Your favor of July 1'f'th is received this momirr% I wrote you 
yesterday and directed my letter to Weber River, from which I received 
your telegram of 23d. I wrote you in that letter fully in regard, to 
action of Ex-committee . ■ As our great object is to complete the road, 
we must as far as possible set aside all these annoyanxes and let no 
ordinary thing turn us from this object. I am glad that our line is so 
well located and ie resdy before the graders are really ready with their 
tools to take hold of it . You do not say whether you have taken the long 
or short tunnels. 

I hoped we would have stone all along on line of road fit for 
culvert, and we would not have to first put in tfiestle work; but we 
must not let our bridges delay us if we can do the work bv niiinp* without 
delay. . " * ° 

*" : Duff Ireen got out an injunction on Credit hobilier an* we sup- 
posed it was of no account and was put off till the 8th of August. Dili on 
and Durant went out on the road with that understand in-. Dillon and Durant 
have been subpoenead as witnesses to appear on the 21st inst. and the cas° 
was supposed to feg put over till the 9th. By some hocus-pocus thev pW it 
on one 21s* andfpil ion. . aid Durant away, it vas represented in the Herald 
that they had run bawMlo avoid testifying, and quite a dama*inr articTe 
was gotten uponU. J%mes Pisk . the fellow who figured in the Rock 
Island and Erie ". R. $ ont rove rsy v and made a good deal of monev out of 

2,000,000 of our stock last fall, a^ got out injunction then for Durant 

in his fight against, the road. £e now claims that Durant and PoStwol? Lreed 

to pay him expenses and dorM comW up, and he will get what h* can He 
has served an injunction on Cisco, and will serve Sue o me if Sts a 
chance to tie. up the road, and do every possible thin* he can to annov 

M ^i^^^^^tri^^ * itM ™ Ms 3uit;^s n :n oy 

the water 2s Sf r^%^' ^l^^^^ %* '%£ -It bake if 

grided and. track laid within So ni S ®r A8 1 f° T °, a8 We have our lla e 

over and put our men'orio^uSoldilel , a^l^JnT SMS £K 
information I can pot rr r -m^^ ■?+ »^ -, „ f , r llUnK > with the best 

If BHekenadeiftr ff^S £ uVco ft tn^T^T™ ^ £et there ' 



Ycra dont say anything about Sejmoixr . I hope you found him enjoy 
ing himself, as that is the great object of his life, and he ought not 
to be disappointed. You' say Hodges has reached Hum ho Id t I7ells and is 
surveying or working east froci there. Carter went out to Salt Lake ., 
with the intention of looking over the line of Central Road and see 
what they have got to do 5 and how rapidly they can get along with 
their work. He will probably report to you on his return. 

I hope you will he able to get along without Indian troubles, and 
•that you will see that the water question is settled, as this i 
as important as you supposed last year, and Ftrong parties shou 
at work , " ■ 



.s qui te 

hould he 
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On Jykh £'?'th my brother telegraphed me that Council Bluffs carried 

the Bridge Loan by eleven hundred and four teen votes; twelve votes 
against. This war in favor of the Li. ?r M. line. 

The approximate longitude of the Ft. Sanders flagstaff is 105 38* 
24" as fixed by Mr. Blickensderfer . 

On July 29th ' T arrived at Omaha and took General, Grant, Sherman 
and Sheridan to aiy residentein Council Bluffs. As General Grant had 
been nominated for the Presidency, and no doubt would be elected, 'I 
took' great pains on this trip to post him thorough - y about everything 
?l_ connected with the Union Pacific Railway and especially as to the 
■•*., \% /^interference that there h ad been Fast of the Missouri sines we com- 

menced building it. General Sherman who had been watching this +." - , . 
also took an active part in the conversation. They were greail y inter- 
ested in having the road completed and my assurances that if we were 

let alone that there would be no question of our completing the road 

April 1st 
within' a year from the time we commenced, which would probably take 

us into May, seemed to greatly impress them. General Sheramn said 
it was too big a job he thought for us to complete in the time I said 
but as I had met. every;!!' statement 1 had made so far, he would give up 
his judgment for mine. While General Grant, seemed to have full faith 
that we would be able to do it, he^ assured me that as far as he was 
concerned, we would have his supprot and 'on his return to Washington 
he should make known to the Government' the conditions as he foun* them. 
■-'I opened up with him the question that was then being started about 
the Central Pacific overlapping the lines they claimed to build U 
Echo and. .we to Humboldt "-veils so that he was fully ponte-* in this 
matter. 1 showed him that the Central pacific was trying to enforce 
the location of their line over a roa^t which we had grade J and which 
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would have p track upon It. long before thev Could reach O^deru/ 

-\m- ' . w ^ 

On July oOthj I received a letter from i^r. ■ Blickensdercler ataiinp;. 
tho.t Dr. Durant telegrapher! him for estimate \ quantities on the line 
at trie head of Echo and that he sends tae copy of his message to him 
in answer to his request. He also informed itie that he had "heard from 
sources entitled to credit that the- water acrtfss the hay *J© hud. 
Island and promontory Point wfo-S uuich shallower than v:e found if- on a 
line hearing more to the northward than Maxwell did. He -says: ''The 
line directly towards Proiaontory_ Point, , which Maxwell took, has 
water from IF- to- 18 feet as he says, We found it 22 ft, while on a 
line more to the north it no where exceeds S ft. I had this examined 
immediately and found that the information was not correct. We named 
the stations from the North Platte River as follows: Benton, Raslins, 
Separation, Creston, Washakie, Hed Desert, Tahle Rock, Bitter Oreok, 
TUack Buttes, Point of Rock, Salt Tells, Rook .Springs, 3rd Green 
River. The names were local to- the places-which I preferred -to 

br i n r '' in a t n on t s id e • nam ea . 

On July 31st, Lir. Blickensderfer wired ae that he found the 
change, of line which I suggested in the Weber Wiley by changing 
Weber channel made a five mile tangent, saved 6&" curvature and 650 
feet distance ; threw. -butt a long 5° curve, the only one In the Tally and 
requires no bridge and little more rip rap than the other line. 

^ 0n Jime 27 th!^ received the following letter from Lr. Oakea A,mes: 
.. T pr ,Mo-p von two letters left with me by you. 1 rlo not hear 

We ere working alon? Herein ^^5° ^^e-pv ' j *1 sh T were out 

On A UC ubI "rd/'iket Mr. m,r„vt *r,J nm** a.vl inside, upon 

written orders, which 1 obtained. 

„ , .- o t „ F 'f, r „; e fulT' to i«r. Oliver Aines as fiollow,: 

OP. AUgUSb 8 til, i. «i O bt, -U „ 
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"" t .i^i...a^ tuiiu'ui ere Finn no in New Ynrlr T-" +!-,„ x , 

today r e than one Injunction tori J°Se 'acr^on ^VlZ^l 
oeing dona on repairs an* the orders of the vm* P^"in« n ? i" to --in ■ 
and .,kip everything f or the purpose of ge tM n- traU dnS v + '- in 

porary bribes will no. hordfy kand io^VfeaJ 1 ° oveTthe./ nd wl?-' 
ten wil close m on you with nothing done. Your Immense subs"dv win 
be spent in dividends and wh.t few uen you have amonr v u who h-ve a 
name or reputation will he, in the eyes of the country disgraced' ' 

1 aiu sent out here under orders to look after 2oh miles of lin° 
Seymour is Bent h-re with orders to break up the finest location ~thet 
was ever ;fr made ' T pu' tins in 116 ft. grades 'and 8° curvature and I arc 
not even wider the order, allowed to say a worn or ixive an opinion- 
hovr-ver, the company may go on and" *o all thus, but'l doubt whether 
a mile of road will be accepted, with such a location, as the first 
principles of a first class railroad Is a firlpit class location and von 
may rest assured the -ountry will know it- -such things cannot he hid. 
I say to you that this location that they are endeavoring to charge,* 
to save a few thousand dollars, is the best location for^the monev'' 
to be had, and the work can all be done before the track reaches here. 
I made Reed admit that yesterday. 

Second. They aee using more materia] in many of the cuts than ia 
necessary. The tunnel Is only 700 feet Ions an" "the contractors told 
me they would take it out by hand by Sept. 1st. I know that the reason 
set up to save time is because they could find no vulnerable point to 
attack the lines-- we recommciT 1 ^ the long tunnel or short tunnel lines. 
If the tunnel is in the way 5 then a temporary track can be easily 
thrown around it. I further say thst no one of the lines that they have 
now run, with heavy Tad.es and sharp curves can be changed to and the 
work taken out any quicker if- an the line they ar-e now at work on. I 
do not expect to have wy viewsandorsed by the Coin pan' . I see that 
the''' prefer the Kievsof Col. Seymour, or at least they adopt them. 
Last Spring, when I commenced ay surveys, yourself, m r, Dillon, LIr. 
Duff, your brother and others, said to me "hire the ablest engineers 
in the country." Secure the services of Mr, Blickensderfer , Jr. and 
put in the best location that the country affords and we will see 
that your lines are not molested, end that your engineers are not 
Interfered with" stating positively that you wanted no ..ore Black 
Hills operations. Now, I acted en this, I employed the ablest 
engineers on the continent: they have located a line far superior 
to any other on the continent of the same length and put In in the same 
time and I assure you it Is a line that we can all of us defend against 
all corners. Ask LIr. Williams or Mr. Carter who have examined it, or 
send on to It the best engineer In the countrj- and take his judgment. 
What, is the result? Col, Seymour under order Ho. 7 has Instructions 
to change, alter &c. it whenever he deems best . He knows it is a fine 
location and will resound to the credit of all of us who were engaged 
on it. No grade to exceed 65 feet going west. None, going east, to 
excel 90 ft. and no curvature to exceed six degrees, anfl very few, if 
any, undulations and this In a country where It was thought 116 ft. 
grades would have to be oten used. ? r hlle this line was being located, 
we were abused, lied about and unmercifully attacked because we were 
slow, men were waiting for work, &e . all 'of which were unmitigated 
lies, and. men waited here for tools not for 1,1 nes and in six weeks 
we located 340 miles of difficult line, inclurling such points as Green 
River, Rim of Basin, Head of Echo, Narrows and Weber Canon, all of 
which were as difficult to locate as spy line in the United States; 
but how changed tMngs- v ar&.-aowThere is plenty of time to make changes, 
plenty of time, for Col." S. to make all the surveys he wants and they 
irtoVe here as though they had all summer to do If in. I came here to 
see the lines they had run. I have seen them and if any of the high 
grade lines are accepted, somebody will have to answer for 'the 
swindle. Their pet line, the south line that Seymour said at Laramie 
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they would save $300,000 and avoid the tunnel, with. 110 ft. graces 
and. 8° curves. They run one, It cost more than the 90 ft. grade line 
and increased length of tunnel. They then tried the snow side? of 
same' ravine,- but 'here they get 110 ft, grade, 8° curves and 500 ft. 
tunnel and will not save |l50,000 and it will take all that or more to 
keep it clear of snow, as two miles of it will he blocked half the time 
with snow and it Is two iailes longer. They are now trying to get down 
the Reed Long Tunnel Ravine, with 116 ft. grade and 8° curve. Even 
here they will not save 1200,000 over Bliokensderfer ' s line now being 
built and on which |;100,000 has been already spent, so that In the end 
you would not save $150,000. Give me the privilege of using 116 ft. 
grades and 8 curves and 1 could give a -line that will cost much less 
than any they have run, but I. would not -be guilty of turning over to 
the company such a line when I know that 00 ft, grades and. 5° curves are 
practicable, and when I know that youfro^ad from Laramie City to Salt 
Lake can be built, if properly managed, for less than the subsidy you 
received,, 

I do not know what representations Seymour may make, but I state 
without fear of successful contradiction, that by changing now to any 
line, they will present, in the end you cannot save $150,000. 

2nd. 1 can build the adopted line vy "Oec. 1st and for |;600,000 
with 90 ft, grade and 5° curves, ' . 

3rd. The quantities submitted by BUckensderfer are full includi 
ing slopes. The quantities submitted in th-£t'r estimate if made as iir. 
Lawrence stated to me, he was ordered to make them, that is, taking the 
centre line, they will not give over two-thirds the quantities that will 
have to be moved. I have now stated to you briefly sone reasons why the 
change should not be nade. 

As state...; to you in my letter, and as stated in Mr, Bliokensder- 
fer s letter, which 1 forward to you, 1 consider the Ion? tunnel line 
3600 feet long with 90 ft. grade, as the best line for future operations 
and would have o objection to its adoption even now. Next to that the 
line now being built is the best. That line will cost about $>600,6oo' 
and 1100,000 have beeen spent on it. Mr. Reed stated t.orfav t.hJ *■?+>;,* 




change ordered at Devil's Gate has been run and th P n« ft 
grade, with the additional bridge, costs more thaTthe 9 S ?t "raS * 

I win bf afn^oi'r^n/i-ff* T k locations west of Salt Z ^ *** 

x v>j.xx do cil ■ aiin do i- < t, «»eiis with entire lopatinn nv c- ov ,+ i «j T -, 

to make ey Oregon reconnoisance but my orders c ^ LSf^as n^Jt ^f^" 

?rs b coi?5 "; T ° btainert ^ outfit fro, ooveL,:sf v i h a t \L s ii r ly 

W^Sti^ - I S S- -t fa^r-able 

for that Bl^rtiS^TwJu^t^'in? 7 l lnQa , are looaiefl ' and T ^ st 

fifter that I shall "be a tllbertv ^n ^ rfere V Vith or further hampered. 
I consider ffi was boSd In a c^LS de™^ 1 "T^ here ^ wham 
and I shall feel then at Ubertv t it 5 h ™ protect - " 3l11 *» through 
dictate." Hboitj take such course as circumstances may 

This letter created a great many comments in Boston. 
Directors entered a strong protest ^i*$e Executive Committee causal 



The govt . 
causerLir 



^urant „ ho „as nepaesen tln s the Company as Vi ee Pros, an, evident] „ hafl 
behind hl,a the Executive Co.naittee, and .n, D111 on, ,ho ,a s still charl _ 

"° f th9 C0MC!iUee * 10 ha " <*«*» or th3- construction, to desi, t ih 

any further attempt to chan B e By UneB . In their talk Bith me , they 
a.«, 84 to he an* * cue to have harmonious relations bet.een the construe- 

tion department and the Co ^nri f n „ „,„ 4 

I had already covers S that co n4? -?th ^ rush . the *<«* to Humboldt Wels. 
any orders in relation to i S^ I, f f n ^ nee ^ before receiving 
Mr. Ben. Holliday who was very &t * y au Sgestion wired to 



anxious about the Oregon lins: 

"I have everything ready to grade one hundred miles this F"]l 
on line north to Snake R iver, then to Columbia. Am only dela^ino-" th« 
work on account of your suggestion. We can send a partv to survey 
from Paradise Valley to the heart of Middle Pork of Will iauette "" • 
River, in case we have controlling interest in the entire line through 
and in existing contract, should we decide to take that route. I rec-'ret 
you did not come here." ° e ' ' 

mi 

On August 3rd I received a dispatch froa Mr. Hodges that he 
had furnished Mr. Bliokensderfer with full notes, maps, profiles and ' 

■ ■ reports from Promontory Point to Humboldt TTells; that the line 

followed the California line all the way, lines being in many 
; places identical, 

.: iW 

'■; On August 3rd I started for Salt Lake, Mrs. Dodge ,, Pi lion vith 

ine , 7 r e left Omaha in the Director's car vith Dr. T "hite ,f Oenl Blair, 

■ Ool. Gnult of Si, .Loula arid others. White anfl Blair were on the 

complete^ 
Government commission for examining the, road. 

I^ty Govt. "Director 

i ' On August 4th I met i«r. "Villiams vsho hari been out to the head 

of Echo and w eber and he Informed all the parties that the location 
% at Echo ?tt' welrer was right and that he should oppose any changes; 

•r that the heavy grade proposed at Echo is far more objectionable than 

{• i n a lower altitude and that the 90 foot grade which we had adopted 

wr-p, [,1- .- i'-o-rL .-n account of snow and ice and to add to it twenty 
■ i ■fee?Yo m i 1 #e°^x.:Aff t l%i]ld be a great detriment to the line and the 

:'" ' open;, Lion of the road ; "nc\ the contractor informed him they could 

take out all the wort: before the track could reach them. 

On August 5th; I received a dispatch from T. J. Garter from 
Sacremento thrt "C. F. track was laid 240 miles and would probably 
comnlete 200 miles .nore the coming year. 

On August 6th 1 we arrived at Green River. 1 instructed ^ilUam- 
son to do the best he could with the Green River people, to move 
' the houses so as to clear our depot grounds. I rode all night in 
the stage and arrived at Bridge r In the morning. 

On August eth'/^chuyler Colfax wrote me^as fgllgws! • 
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"T received your letter at Omaha, an* w&o worry that I did not 

twe vou personal!- and have you go out with us. Fe had need of just 
such" a' conductor; luckily Gen. Buford was with us and telegraphed 

ahead for meals and except at one place where the telegraph failed, 
we did quite well. Fe found the prices quite reasonable %1.00 
apiece, except here where I learned that the Railroad company nad 
paid it. 



I tried to find Mr. Snyder at Omaha but he was not with the 
reception committee, not at the depot- when we started. As we were 
there fifteen or twenty minutes I looked around for him but he 
was very "busy they siicj's 1 and not there. Mr. Frost met us at the 
landing and accompanied us around town, but his business prevented 
his going out with us . Mr Snyder wrote me at South Bend in reply 
to iii y letter and said he would safe? the arrangements for a 'stage' 
for us from Cheyenne to Denver and return, and not seeing him st 
Omaha, I asked Mr, Frost to arrange it. Luckily, I got out of the 
crowd at Cheyenne and went to Tells, Fargo and found there they 
had heard nothing of r ur wanting a stage, hut i,,r .Oottrell promised 
to have it fixed . 

Dont regard this as a fault-finding letter for it is riot. I 
only thought I -would' give you a faithful report. Pullman furnished 
us the car which was" attacked to the train at Omaha and we have had 
a fine time.. 

'I know how bu°y you officers are and. we only regretted that 
we- had not been with the Editorial Excursion where the arrangement 
were better systemantized . 

All looks well politically." 

This letter only shows what every official who travelled over 
the road expected of us and how impossible it was for us to comply 

with the request of ell. 

On August 6th ^ I received the following telegram from Mr. 

Jesse L, Williams ; Government Director: omaha. ■ ' 

"The uridersJmed, one of the Government directors and members 
of locaSn^coLittee respectfully but earnestly remonstrate against 
any'cSan^of final location on 'f^^^^U] * * 
ensaerfer, locating Engineer and ^^/ 3 H ^ e^lned'the gronnd 
shall increase grades over 90 ft per mile . tt^ - an(1 that it 

I know this maximum to be foible ,a ^^oVmaxkum grade being 
need not delay your rapid trackla.irio. Mine ^ 

adapted to the general slope o ^^^ l ^ dnl ^ exceed it here . 
grade from the Missouri J^er to the Sici^a To, g d ^^ ^^ .^^ 

would materially impair the eff ooncj o interestS5 an d. increase the 
both itBt stockholders and the commoicia ini ^ advantage to . 

ha.ard of travel over the ^^^^^V^pose for increasing 
the Contracting Company ; « «Xndonea.« ■' 
this grade, I trust, iu xj-j- 

On An^n, 9t.#? arrived at the head of Echo; in evenly *et 
.Se^our, ™ce and Biic^de^n . F ound ^ »™ - — ^ 

1'eber at 9 P. H» ,, . ■ . ,. . 

0n .„™t -e Bthff ^ned to the head of Kcho and torn* that 

tllr ee 11ne ; had >e.„ run do,n South Ravine; tea i^acticahie - 

, ., 10 if ,rade, 3° curve and 400 ft. tunnel: cost about 

WCUSiViW tl - E'™' and -MS _ ^ Hr , Rs „ d 

■' $150,000 less than Bliolcen-aerfer line, |o^?;^g^e,^; 
■ alqo atate* he could get out all the wor, o.lu oeio. . . 

thero ' except tunnel, which could be taken out by December 1st 

11161 "' ' ■ ' a 5000 ft. .. ,. q0 n# rra( , e , 4° curve, liakes 

M r. Reed run ". '"tunnel line ■ ■ . ■ ' • ~ { " 

•^-o if best. The other line no ad- 
it cost about $700,000 and considers it beot. 1. 
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~** ~* tta adopted nne . RQok ^ tunneij ^ 

work and will stand, » . • 

^t lt .. aa iraposslble for us to get any une Moeptea ^ ^ ^ 

until that was finiRhpr? ^v,^*, T •» 

tinithed, nhioh I kn ew would oarry us lnto ^ ^ 

year, but even after it was built it w * 

nas bunt, it was not any better line than the 

*lioke„ederfer 90 ft. line. The on*y ad.antage we could have ln a 

tunnel U„e would he to get a grade of about 60 ft. which could be " 

. accomplished with a much longer tunnel. I wrote Mr. i^es and Mr. 

Dillon. After examining all the lines, the ItoCabe 116 ft. line, 

included, Mr. Reed and myself agreed that it was doubtful whether 

anything was to he gained in the change as over #100,000 worth of 

wom had been done on the adopted line. After all the criticisms, 

changes and lines run, the final decision was that the line run by 

Blicksnderfer and adopted by me was superior to them all, and 1 wroto 

Mr. T. C. Durant as follows: 

Head «f Ech4 

"You will gain nothing in time or final cost in changing line 
here. The line being built will cost $600,000} $100,000 has already 
been spent onit. There is no difficulty in completing it before 
track gets here. Tunnel is seven hundred feet long,- approaches &$>$ 
Sand rock and 'easy to work, and will stands if it should not get out 
in time, temporary track around it only one and half mile long. Your 
true policy is to order this work pushed » 

Two thousand men can ??ork on it and complete it in sixty days* 

One hundred and sixteen foot grade line costs more than ninety 
foot, at Weber Canon, Estimate sent by' mail. 

C.P.R.R. have two hundred and forty miles of track laid and expect 
to complete.. th&..$.. yearTwo hundred more, which will take them to within 
fifty miles of Humboldt Wells. 1 go to Salt Lake today." 

On August 10th , I camped at the mouth of Lost Creek. Examined 
on© line down Weber to narrows} grade looks low, on low bottom, other 
wise line all-right. 

On August 12th, ! appealed to General Augur to Instruct the 
commanding' of ficer at Green River to protect our property, our 
rights and reservation of the town at that place from depredation, 
squatters, &c„ 1 also requested on behalf pf the Union Pacific 
Railway that until civil law is firmly established at that place, 
\ v*... that the commanding officer assume full control so as to preserve 
CH"' ,•■ ^he peace and give security of life and property. A bad lot had 
settled at Green River and this was the only way to handle them. 
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On August 11th, I moved to the Bellmont stage station and 
examined the line through the Weber Harrows very carefully; also 
around the -folnt going to Ogden* The table is 30 ft. higher than 
Devil's Gate, Met Morris and advised him' to run on sand bar in 
river. Rip rap of boulders and brush will protect bank until 
oars can run, an^ take rip rap from the canon . 
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Wednesday Sug 12th I arrived at Salt, Lake City and stopped 
at' the Townsend House, Found letters froir. lur. Ames and others. 
Went up 1o the fort ?[, 'Mrht to a dr>e. c: s parade 

\y.<t ' ■ ' • 

On August 13th, I received a letter from Mr. N. P. Dodge ' 
stating that through trains rare running over the St. Joseph 
railroad, the grafting in the North-west and valley ah out 
half completed. 

On August lotn, Llr. Ames telegrapher] me from New YorS that 
Seymour and Reed telegraphed "Your line costs about f GOO, 000 
more than Reeds, besides cost of temporary track." 

T answered this as follows: • mw y orl 

" T have not seen their profiles or estimates or had accXpss 
to them, but I spent three days on the ground examining the lines. 
The adopted line, bliekensderfer estimated as coating $715, f '00 for 
grading, bridging,, *o . 90 ft. grades , 5° curves. He estimated two 
thirds'" of his work at fifty cents per yard; its coat will be less • 
than hie estimate. Reel's long tunnel line Fill cost :imch mere. 
The 116 'ft. grade and 8'"' curves line 'ill cost considerable less 
but difference «rlll not be half the sum you mention. On adopter? 
l.iur f.l00 s 000 have been spent, and entire line can he completed 
]w Dee. 1st, if properlv worked... Trad; p round funnel, can be laid if 
required, ia cheap and onlr^'u — half mile long. If you build the 
11 5 ft. grade line you will always regret it." 

This was virtually a repetition of statements ?diiah had been 
made before and which had been answered. 

On /ffr« 14th I answered Mr. Ames relative to the coat of 

lines, giving the estimates of Mr. Blickensderfer in relation to 

them and also had bin. Reed wire him giving his views of the 

matter, that it wae best to build the line which had been adopted; 

that the difference of cost was made mostly in the difference of 

o-nadea and it was absolutely no truth in the assertion that the 
gi^ut-o .it. cost any more than 

lin© Uliokenederfer had adopted v/ould -. j rv -■• r the other 

Unea whan they took into consideration the cost of tunnels, 

IfCf 
On im . 14th I wired ilr. Ames as follows,: Sklt :L ake . 

-tgr. Reed handed me his estimates today and they do not mate 
difference in cost in favor of -^ ^^e^^T^OO ^0 } 
Reed estimates work done up o to * ^ni v IioS^OoS . *ill see today 

in S lt f C °f L v l*-fi}'rt o-rade'line, 3° curves, ie equal to 126 
time, bj/ change, lib It.- grauo uno, -> 

ft; gra ! ;'j per mile." 

On f»> t .14th/¥LtMr. Clemens , one of the principle engineere 
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of the Central Pacific Railroad. He informed %ve- that he should 
not build any lines so 11th of the Lake. This Fas the first inform- 
'ati-n I hprt had as to what the Central pacific should finally / 
conclude. The question that, was disturbing the Mormons was my ^ 
decision to build north of the Lake, ''.'hen I made this decision, 
I immediately notified Brigham Young, He was greatly disappointed 
and uracil dissatisfied at it and appealed to our directors. 
They could not change it because they knew the Cfovermnent would 
not sustain us in making that great detour and adding distance 
" to ; ' ]3 -© main line. Any road coming in from the south of the 
Lake vould. naturally build . to Humboldt ^'ollc ..around the" south 
end of the Lake. The Union Pacific's decision was that when they 
built' to the no^th end of the Lake, they would build a branch to 

o o o rnrau. n :I o '-i t i on 

e south side of lake 
get them to come /| 

k into Salt LakeV'^ut I knew from my own surveys that the 

I Central Pacific could not afford to build to the south of the 

,j ' Lafe and thi3 decision of l;,r." Clemens was what I expected. ^/ 

Ob August lotli^irigham Young let- it be kno,n that he was going 

"1 to preach 2TsUH.afternr.on at the tadernacle and. of course we all 

I attended the mealing to hear the sermon. Iras present .ith Mr. 

t Reed, Seymour, my telly and -lire. Sa PP h-ho was with us from 

I Council Bluffs. His part of the talk *as devoted entirely to 

railroads and especially to the location of the line notth of the 
Lake. He criticized the en E ineers very severely statins that 
while they could lay the lines and builn it, still the people 
i thresh the country *ich they went must he depended upon for the 

\ business and safety of the railroad, virtually assume that if a 

, line was built north of the la.ee, it would not he safe. He had a 

\ Pood command of the En S lish lan^, although he did not use very 
\ cure English and his banners .era very a B res 3 ive and I could 
t see that it was for the benefit of his people, especially as he 
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"han always told them, up to this time, that the railroad would go through 
Salt Lake City an«1 on the south en* of the lake. It was even reported - th* t 
he bad had a revelation an the matter and this sermonof his was le-Bing 
} himself, and his people, down easily and charging it u P to the engineers. 
1 At any rate he alarmed my people very audi end they were very anxious for 
-; me to get out of Salt Lake, hut it di- not alarm me any. I was satisfied 
'■• that as soon as he heard the decision of the Central Pacific people, his 
;. views would change. 
dV^- it was always iay custom when \fc* dalt Lake to call on President 
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Young at his office snd he would have :1s apostles ,, there to meet m-~- as 
I bade them adieu. I hesitated, after his severe denunciation of me 
before his people, about going up to bid him good-bye as usual, but con- 
.5 eluded I would do so and notified him. when I would be at the office. 
] Then I arrived, he greeted '"me as cordially as ever; the apostles were 
'': with him and all seemed to exert themselves to be attentive to me, so 
I 1 left knowing that my conclusions on h.i .•■ sermon were correct. My oldest 

": l 

»! . daughter Lettie was with her mother and he took her up to the Lion house 

\ ] 

\ for s visit with his children and his attention to hex: -. ; >.,e v;as noted 

^-- ■ ■ and much greater than to ony of our people v/ho me L him. 

On August 17th, I sent kr.'Ames the following letter from Salt. 
Lake City: 

"As requested, I send you statement of cost of different lines at 

head of Echo. 

1st, Blickensderfer' s lines, 90 ft. grade line in main ravine „ 
From station to 390 - 10. Length 39,910 ft. 671° curvature. Total 
cost, estimating all rock solid , '$1,009,142. Length of tunnel, £600 ft. 

90 ft. grade line - Hodges Ravine - Stations to 594 - 10. 
Length 39,410 ft. 806 l/2° curvature, 4 00 ft, longer than main ravine 
line. Length of tunnel,. 3-K- ft. total cost f 715, .887. 50 . South Ravine £ 



road* line ^ 90 ft. grade, length 54,603 ft. "h}/ 15,625 ft. io 
main ravine line, 1165 5/4° ft. maximum curvature 5 . Total 
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Hodges Ravine line - adopted line, now being built, 39,410 ft. long, 
806 l/2° curvature, max. grade, 90 ft. Max , ..curves 5° grades equated to 
tangent, length of funnel, 700 ft. total cost ,^662,000. 

This line is estimated all rock Ex. solid rock, .all banks above 12 
ft. high at 5u cts„.per yard, and has over 3000 yards of masonry in culverts. 
To reduce masonry lo deed •..a 1 Seymour's lines went Id' take off 2000 yar-h::; 
Op this line over §100,000 of work has been done. 

Reed and Seymour 9 ;; lines as estimated by them, main deed Ravine 
line, 90 ft. grade, 40 Max. curve, same ravine that Biickensderfer 90 ft. 
grade line is on. Length , Curvature, length of tunnel, 3500 ft. total 
cost $4,024,601. 

Laine Reed Ravine, 110 ft. grades, ilax. Curvature 8° No equation for 
grades, Length. Total cost $495,549. 
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■ South or .Seymour's Stage road Ravine line.. Length 50*258.5 ft, 
Curvature f? r '0° 110 ft. kax. Grade 8° 15' maximum curve). Grade- -equated , 105 
stat;f©*nS' '. '"„on/.?e ■ than adopted line. Lengt' of tunnel 330 ft. total cost, 
$504,90- . 

In their estimates, no estimate is made for superstructure. All 
excavation in estimated at l/s gravel, l/3 loose reock mid one- third solid 
roc'-, Fhioh reduces cost material^ as compared with way Jr. B. est".,;. ated 
iris line. Loose rock costs $1.75 per yard; solid rock ^3 .00 per, yard. You 
therefore see that count i rr the work done, an.'- 1 accept! 1117 their estimates, 
as they return the/n to me, you cannot save $50,000 by any change. You enuate 
grades on the curves, on 110 ft. grade line, same ns equaled on adopted line, 
it would add $50,000 at least, to its cost. 

The alignment length and curvature of 116 ft. grade lines and 3600 
ft. tunnel lijv>, I have not gotten, but it does not ^ary 500 ft. from length 
of adopted, line. Estimate all lines on same basis and the high gEEtde lines 
will not save $100,000 on first cost, on the 2000 ft. tunnel line, 90 ft. 
grade wilJ cost loss than 5600 ft. tunne ■ 'line in same ravine . ,; 

WittA*, f3j~%^Lu>us iLtA^tp. AtL\,uj4. &Ll m-tAMuU (/%4i£cc y £to4j!t, 4uJL Je^J^itC 
^ f> kmd r lbkx J AsLc i'/i-^e^ta ^W^ ^y^^fe/^/^ iU. ' 

^ti fv€$ Jih.<LjLv Zb aaZ/p >x,£,<i? i r^T~" i a/.-^kv.A* a,ie~aJr .^a^^pta 
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On August 17th, I met Mr. uontegue, the chief engineer of the 

Central Pacific, who hart come to Salt Lake for the purpose of .making 

a final decision himself as' to the lines. I.ir. Montague informed ine 

"h f/tfi. S7<erra /VWre mow^jTis 

that tne grades on the Central Pacific fro;, 1 , the surxiit 15 miles west 

A 

was 85 feet j, then for £5 miles 116 feet to the mile and from there 

to Sacreaento 25 feet. On the West, slope the thermometer never got 

'moTC- six below zero, while in the Valley on the Eastern slope, it 

fell some time to 15 below, lien could work bare -handed, in the 

heavy snow. The distance from the summit west doubles for 19 miles 

over 116 foot grades, an* their 48 ton engines would draw 12 loaded 

cars 

cars: over 90 foot grades from five to seven^more. Their snows sheds 
work well and were made of round timber. 1 learned from dispatches 
from Council Bluffs that the engineers of the Counc 1 Bluffs and ' 
Ohillicothe railroad were in town and the prospect was good for an 
early completion of the railroad; that the citizens of St. Louis had 
subscribed oae million dollars towards it.. The near completion of 
the Union Pacific was drawing all roads to Council Bluffs; 'also that 
the contract for the completions of the H. &ii. was let to *olf and 
Carpenter to be finished by the first of November:;-.:..' " - •■• ^ ■■ 
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! also received a letter from Col. E. S. Rice In Washington in 
which he said that «en . Ro.ecran. was anxious to Ml » arran^ents 
Htn the Union Pacifi o in relation to a line thresh Southern 
C^ifornia; that ho controls the roadch.rt.rea *, California 
fro. San Me B o to rort Yu»a and want, to Join with us. X wired hh, 
to write flw.Ros.oran. to tunicate with Mr. «» *»**. 

On AuGUBt 18thl%i gh 3. ^n S , ^ *°" «* *** *' ^ 

„ t ,., , PB rri^e to Bee the country east of -Salt Lake. I 

took me out in ^ car i _,. .,, 

aln ed with Brlrhaa Young and SBelia Fol.o» that e,enin 6 . 

" 0P to, Wl'.tarte* north on o, trip to; a o over the line to 

■> ' tVlo c PPrP tarv of the Interior 

Hu n holdt wells. I reoieved notice fro, the -rot, 

th at t,e «i..™ - - — ° f the ^ h ; :: 

the 25th .action of ,0 .ilea co^encin, at the .even hundred and 

had accepted it. 
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On Aug. SOtlt 1 cam net 1 at Ogd.en and dined at bishop home 

v 'ith Brigham Young en' : ' hin sixteen wives, quite an interesting dinner. 

Mr. 'Ames wrote me the following letter- in answer. to letters which I had 

written him from Salt Lake: 

North East on. 

Your letter of 4-th inst , is receiver], ?;'e had known by telegraph 
that trm> I., ore ons ha~ n taken a contract west of Salt Lake., and that the 
Centra.! Roar! was doing everything possible to secure the lino to Salt Lake 
Reed, I understand, has sent a heavy force of men west of Salt Lake 
and 1 have no doubt but we shall be able to lay the track from one to two 
hundred uiles west of the lake. It is clearly our ri ?T ht to lay the rails 
till the two. roads meet, and their giving out contract to grade beyond 
their ability to lay their rails should not stop us nor the road from 
completion. 

Garter vent over their road and I understand wrote you fully on 
it. He says they have not the iron to lay, and if they had' it their 
rolling stock is entirely insufficient to supply !he;; with material to 
lay the track more than two miles per day un^pp most favorable circum- 
stances, '.Looking at the matter in the most favorable view for the 
Central Road, 1 see no real chance for them to prevent cur occupation and. 
construction of the line 150 to 200 niles west of Salt L ako , vnless the 
severity of the winter in Wasatch range shall prevent the delivery of our 
material while at the came time it will favor them. t?e , however know 
that last winter their line was closed by snows much more than ours You 
will kneu better- than we do here the real prospect of completion of our 
grading to Salt bake this fall; but our information in that by the fir-st 
of December we shall be entirely completed to Salt Lake excepting th«* 
tunnelling which can have the track laid round, an^ with a fapov-aW 
winter the track will be laid to the Lake, D 

1 hope you will be able to get a good line West, and if our wad- 
ers have gone to Humboldt *ells that arrangements may b e made for thf 
two road ,c to work in harmony on the grading, and as soon as that Js 

S^athJr^v*^ f^Vl J C \ and J!" Par?y that Sets "the «oSf down 
ui tai.-iei l^js the track will have the road. There qpein<. ; n 7^ ^ r . U 

way unless * e penult the road to be stopped." b6 no other 

(Pet 

On AU". 20th, I rode to Halad and found maxwell's case and gave hi !a 
instructions ahout location. 

On Angus '3th, ,hen I arrived at Salt Lake, I had sent Messrs 
Hudson and Egan -est into ta Part ElTer uounl . a , nE lo ^^ ^^ ^ 
see what prosreets there „ero for S etti„,. out hrid ee t , n „ er and ties 

\/ °" Aue ' 20th " iy broth « »«*<> '- that the Rock Island rail,, 

I peopl.-. had heen f; :, :1 „, up their depot -rounds and exwtM ( . Q 

-pot on the e ro„nd S WPy som „ fl _ ^ ^ ^^ ^j^ ' 

r h ;:;: iz r s ^ sm *-* — - <- - ** — -*. 

r 1 ~ 116S0tlatine f - "» — «a, K hich „. bein S run fro, 

- ' ^ "° COmail B1 — ™ • «« - — n S the 0. p. . „ „,; , t 

at racific Junction. : * luh 1T ' 
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On MU6. 22nd , I examined the Promontory Point line. We have 
a 90 foot grade over Promontory,, Mr. Stevenson, the engineer of 
the Central Pacific had a very bad line on the south slope and 
was then running a 90 ft. line on our slope. 

On August 23rd j 1 received, the following letter from kr. 
Oliver Ames, showing the reasons for passing a resolution which 

I had objected to: North Easton. 

Your favor 6f August 0th from head of Echo Canon, is received 
1 sent you a copy of the resolution introduced by kr. Cuff and 
Passei in Executive Committee, giving to Durant, Vice President, 
in addition to ordinary power, the supervision of affairs of company 
on line of road, including such surveys preliminary or final as are 
beinc riade Qn the roart, and all officers and employees are subject 
to his instructions. It bein^ the intention to delegate to him full 
-oower in accordance with By Laws 3 and 4. He being accountable only 
+o this Committee and Directors for his acts under this authority 
The t\v Lrtt 'which justifies the above action is No, ?, where in a 
clause, in section 4 it says: "The Board may at their discretion 
assign to' the Vice President by resolution a portion of the powers 
? d duties of the President." 'I think under the stimulation o., the 
flJJt section the Executive Committee got together an^ passed a 
-i- o°f -solrt ions desi S ned to heed of f Fl* and t e Dnj^use* 

«£ ;: s:rr^. :L ?n p ?r; ? no ii i% ;. U B ^ <* r er and fl0 ^^ 

" ^^ ^r^T^T a C ^?of S^rJSS^ end ^our 

Btatempnts as to tue difference in co tunnel 

* RklnS f e t d tlf r^f^SenSrSr's estLate" was made on a differ 
line and states that Dickons. i t.i iei __ figure theirs 

ent and less expensive line and if J^- P '~; e \ lie - r i ons 
y our o* opted line roul J cost ™ r ^^ R ^\:^l n this statement 
line would oont about $.400 000. I te --^ i ich geem so 

and have your correction of thexi teleG ^J, \ that j tMn r there 
dearly to fix the -f ™ ° h , ro e line nor beiny -orbed. 

iK ^ ^V^S)??!^ ea fl ^account of the Fisk suit. It is 

Purant and Dillo.x i -. c „ 11e ri a meeting of the Board of 

*™ flxe * a ° ^f* S ^lentemberCne^^eeb) and we will hnve the 
Pirectors for the 2nd of beptemnei ^ coram itteo on 

final acceptance of located l^ s ^ t ^ ^ apr1 , illiK a §J and we 
location, which 1b Ames, J^ 1 ^' ^^J^^ts of the road require, - 
will have the line whore ..he ^f. ^'^ ° cl11 alon ,, the route where 
Tlienyh the line of the rood will be fixed -**' £ tc have to 

your ^ineors have la^d it, tV^ nrrn^ :, £ eaM^yiuj dr. 
flrcht for it all the vay ^ ^J, ^'^ | u i tei i"oii ell matters. My 
Durant that ho is a po*er an to lx c-u« ^ pn of ^ 

opinion i* the Dr .wants the ; be- 1. ;; ... ^ ^^ thQ ±rl f 

and vrhen falUny about uahin, t ho lo ; ^ ^^ out +Jie 

its bein : cheaper to yet tne lia • J^ a - " estimate thr.t be had 

long tunn-1 after the road *a s run ,u , and ^ ^.^ 

fUn Bead and Seymour showed ^ h > a hnthe roa , wa« c^- 

ahouf as cheap a. your ^^]^^f^ Xr) ^y at about $10 
plete*, we could vrork out tho tun el ^ ^ there 0OT 

*.<?w><ffoi Tour telec^ms of c0&1j uo ' . II 
be' but "one opinionas to line to be Ju;lt; ^ stoue o 

in regard to replacing all ™° rt ^- lrefl% Snyfle r nrites me it 
the line of roafl just es ^pidly -J J^^ n Pn , is pre^ins them 
Luein- done; that he has a xarao ioi ;; ; ortleriri o- some 20 more 
■whenever needed and it can be ^fl np 5 ^4t ion m ate?ial ahead end 
addifioncl locomotives to get ^^ 0l -;; roa „ on t0 gait Lake this 
are doin 3 everythmy poa; ^nlo ^;;^~ \ JeBJ , if p0SsiD ie. I bed 
year, and 200 miles west of thci*.. >^^ -- 
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a letter from Carter who has been through, and he thinks re may ,cr 
from 100 to 300 miles beyond Salt Lake, He. says the;*- are short/ of 
material anr! of rolling stock to deliger their .material for laying 
2 miles 'per. day which he .thinks they are tryirrr to accomplish. 

1 also received your letter dated Salt. Lake Aug. 14th enclos- 
ing letter of Genl. Shaman ct the same time yesterday that I got 
your letter of Aug. 9th at Echo. You will proceed I hope to survey 
the line west of Salt Lake and get as good a location as possible 
this year. T understand you have 60 miles located and a one heavy 
grades and work, ?/e are now within 300 miles of Salt Lake,, and we 
we have the right to work 300 miles ahead of our track, we can 
now put our men on the heavy work west of Salt Lake at once." 

As eve yy thing in relation to the above matter had already 

been settled, I give it' here simply to show the fight that was 

going on in the New York office. 

On Jfu'© 23th, m* rode over the country, to tlv? north of our 
J . over* promontory 

line Endeavoring to' obtain i&i* slope v-ith lighter work and' grades, 

but the country rises too fast to obtain any grade less than 

90 feet and any to rk lighter than on. the present line. Hodges 

says that Ives of the Central pacific made 1300 ft. fall from the 

Don Don Pass East.^ 

On Jk/* 04th l5 I%rant out to examine the Hogges line and ordered 
some changes. Rode to Hodges' camp an* hack to Col. Budnutts, who 
had. arrived at -west side of Promontory Point. One mile of his 
work was very heavy and will cost f 150, 000. 

On j^.CSth^fr. ^xyder wrote me that he had returned from a 
'two .reeks trip over the road. Found matters in good shape; that km 
was cleaning out the thieves as fast as he could, reach them and tha 
lir. Evans had the Construction Department in better shape than ever 
before. Business waa good; trains moving; was sending more iron. 

West than is being laid. 

Or>Jh» 25tn*lkpent the clay with Col . Huflmitt and hi, party. 

* +no hnnrv no'-'it. to avoid 'that one mile of 
putting ir a line around the heavy po-i- 

heavy gw©5*> which we succeeded in doing. 
'"' 7 8 pent the 26th on Promontory Point, refitting the line 
and looking at the country generally. 

0n^ t 28th^r. Snyder wrote me as follows in relation to 

the complaints of Schuyler Colfax: 



jt* ' fegeha . 

/ "We gave Colfax and party our officers car, sent him to end 

/of track and return to Cheyenne, and told him that on his return 
*' from Cheyenne we would send^speclal car- for him. He was well treat- 
ed at all points and^frain delayed here for him so that he could 
., come up town and make a speech. I didnt see him, but Hoxie and 
/ Frost did and started him off a.' Iright.^, Supposed all was satis- 
| factory until I heard Indirectly from the west that he thought we 
•f ought to have sent a representative of the road and the cooking oar 

j with hiiD » The N. Y. office gave me' no Int itaation|; of his coining 

;• or instructions of any kind ,. and I violated special orders in send- 

ing C, and party with special train from Benton to end of track 
: " and return . 

] The exCFi~-<sions this season have Interefered with our work very 

1 much and have worn me out. 1 saw that*WfTiad special attention be- 

» cause he teas candidate for V. P. and because he dont agree -ith me In 

; s poli tiles. 1 let Prank Blair ride behind a freight train because 1 

\ happened to belong to his party. 1 know that you wont believe that I 
\ let' politics interfere at all with business," 

\ On Jf«a, 27th 1 was still working on Promontory Point. Maxwell 

8iid Morris arrived; gave then; their instructions and pushed them 
7'est to Red Doiae anri beyond. Ordered Hodges to close his line on 

Red Doiae Pass. 

On Mw Byth^rote to Ilr. Durant on the lines over Promontory 

as follows: 

«T enclose separative estimates of 90 and 116 ft. B rade lines 
-t .o„n f'-tar *I telegraphedfro^ statement of engineer that. 116 
f . S Zsi bui 1,/ estimate" when considered with line pins north, 
it will eont about the sa me . In some "°rth of Lake 90 ft. giade 
1 L "voids two crossings of Weber River- and mil ^ */•' to n "/ 4 
mile in distance, and difference in cost is not sufficient to 

^fJ^^^^S Hilton*™™* ^ ^k^erial 
d,n S e-r fro. it, hut what can be easi ,| -™^ e '"l^ ^ tf"' 
„1U ocme *<""*»" """J^f „,! curve! and the Same rock on this 

„ Sr &".£%£ cohort have W-fi- S» the 

work not ^cr.Sscft^git as they might have done. 

I hava oot Question but what we have adopted the cheapest ^ 
lines in a commerical point of view, to he had in that country. 

1 also wrote to Mr. Reed in regard to the line to Humboldt 

Wells, as follows; 

"T send you by W.F. &. Co. Ex. , map and profile from East 
base of ?oB 10 Sor/to ne-ar Red Doae Pass, 100 miles west of 

>• ^^i also enclose notes of water on line .all the way through 
to Humboldt Weils also alignment and Bench notes. ^ ^ 

I do not believe I w f x ± £r*" rl T Wpl 1a . therfore if you desire 
profile he fore I arrive at » ^tave'noSeTof , 1 will deliver 
note's oHine" Z^illUn enters on ghfc ground .and Bend you 
Sapsand prSfiles as soon as I arrive at Humboldt Wells. 
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The work, west of Promontory summit is light, probably 
.e rough work in Red Dome fm$ , but very little rock workm 
~...tly gravel or sand . This is about last of rock work on the 
line. They may be ■ a little near Pequop Pass but not much. After 
raising to the summit of the Toano Mts. say 185 miles west of 
Weber, there are several heavy cuts and fills, crossing the 
drainage to Cedar Pass which is 218 miles west of Weber Canon. This 
work is gravel, and its a good country. 

From Cedar Pass to Humboldt Wells, .232 miles from fleber Canon, 
work is light Your heavy work is on last base of Promontory, for f 
four mules, cuts are lime rock, but nearly all of the excavation 
will go into banks.- 1 estimated 88,000 yrds of rock and 83000 of 
earth in .cuts on six miles; this is from foot of grade to summit. 

So far as 1 have repofets from persons examining country for 
timber, they find one grove at head of Blue Spring Creek, about 
18 miles above stage stat/on, on Malade sXope of Mts. and 26 miles 
from line. Good road to .'f-lair, 2nd,. On Clear Greek, south of 
Stage Sta.y this timber will .be. brought out by way of Clear Or, 
Stage Sta. there to pilot Spring. Then' south to line near East of 
Red Dome, on north point of Lake. 

3rd. Several small groves on heads of Raft River, about 20 to 
40 miles due -north, of line, but I think it is impracticable to get 
this over .the mountains, and the haul" around will be very long. 
Tfest. of- this 1 have not yet received- reliable reports but expect 
them daily. 

There are several groves oc cedar on Promontory Point that wil 
afford plenty of wood and good many ties can be gotten out of them* 

Yotir projected line from Goshoot or Don Don Pass towards 
Humboldt Wells will not 'work. The Pequop Mts. Join the antelope 
Buttes making a solid wall against us, and we cannot get over it, t 
the only way for us to do is to keep due north and intersect north 
line or get into Clover Valley due west of the pass. The Pass 
falls 1500 ft. in 8 miles- with very heavy work. 

You can send teams forward as -fast as you like. Line will bs^ 
ready for them and your engineers' can get notes on their arrival. 

•„ „ (w r 

On Moil. 28th 1 received a report from Mr. Edward P. North who 
was making additional soundings in the north end of Salt Lake; he 
said he could not find a sounding of over 12 ft. of water but on 
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line starting about two and a half miles north of Hodges Initial 
point on survey around Promontory Point, he found fourteen feet 
of water. Both lines .ended at the north side, of Mud Island. This 
line would only be of use to ; us in shortening the line from Ogden 
to Prftaontory Point -and of no use in crossing the lake." 

Mr. Rickseoker sent in a. paper giving notice of the letting ' 
of the work by Governor Stanford. 

On 4h£ 28th and. 29th was still at work on Promontory. Col. 
Hudnutt got a line around to the bottom lands. The Rock Springs 
was in latitude 41° 20 « » the variation of ' the needle 17° 38 \ 

On her return East, Mrs.: Dodge wrote me on the SOth as . ■ '• . 

follows? ■ . /> l _-, 

L ^ne ( '| Bluffs, 1 . 

"The trip home was quite . tiresome and terribly dusty as "you 
know. As we came past Rqwlins Springs Station, the construction 
cars passed going to Benton~wj.tl%the Seymours on board, and when we 
went in to the U.S» restaurant for breakfast they were there and came 
in with us. At Benton when I 'tool my sleeping section 1 drew the 
curtains down and laid down; pretty soon I heard Seymour and -J, 13. 
Casement in conversation, Seymour scolding and C. swearing. The 

■principal subject mas the water ■ tanks" and" 'the management 'of 'water 

west of Cheyenne giving Ivans fits, Seymour asked Casement if he 
would take charge-whieh was accented and S. said 'he would see the 
Doctor, &o. You can well imagine it was rich. Seymour hinted that' 
his object in going East was 'to .get the Doctitf out here in September ■ 
•and I thought from what he sai d that the Doctor needed some represen 
'•tat ions to come out. I fancy there will be lively times this fall," 

-fe.eou-Kesl Bluffs 

■ The St. Joseph road which was finished-had a very 'heavy traffic. 

tnr • A ■ 

On jfcber 50th I was still at Promontory v Col* Hudnutt came over- 

with Bent and Collins to dine 'with me. 1 gave Col. Hudnutt instruc- 
tions, maps and profiles of Toans pass.-- 1 made estimate on the . 
East slope of promontory Point 'and sent it to Few York, Rook \j 
excavation, 68523 eubie yards; earth excavation 63,613 cubic yards; ? 
the south embankment 550,000 cubic yards. ) 
On 4W 31st, closed- up the line over Promontory and made the ■ ; 
ap and profiles. Wrote Reed-giving him -notes of grades . on line, &c. \ 
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also profile, maps and -notes on timber on Red Dome Pass. 

On August 31st Mr. Jesse. L. Williams, the Government Dire.cotor 
wrote me as follows: 



J 
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"Have yours of' 16th- as of i^ , ' ^ '^ W Y*^ ^ » ^ 

grades, etc. • ft ' aS of l3th i also one from Mr. E\i%|th • 

pany will probablv buil* Tf 2 \ ° P rofile or as far as Li S« ' 
'water) please gi^ n i aL^V^ the level of Sa It Lake ffh^^ 
an near as we fin get to ° P h f ! ? rigiml datUffi "™ " ilZt 
est ever found, 965 ft. above s1$* *M*S- * ater ° f ° Ctober 1863° low- 
the grade line, but fi^° that It £^ SUpp ° Sed th ^ his zero was 
Offers but a few feet from j™ Talced 4 ? ^ l0WeSt Water > " 

S ttef to^Tp^^^^is?^ S e 2°L:Ttt: ee f ag v-~ 

the question what control the Presiooht h» = T ., y< r ' 9 n sra -l. 

.ftor 0o-^Us Sl onerB havr r epo r Lrfa:or a ^.°Iir o ^L?L b f f a i eS 

Government can with hold a ««*.+ a-p +w t V f ° whether the 

temporary work anA^n^ \£ ^rtsX^ts^f °S ^ 

present- better issue the bonds as hereSL^HLt Sere L 
tame enough and he will examine more carefullvTpVes^e he will 
report that there is no power in the President. The Sw ?® l!}} 
m behalf of the company. I think the only power is in Lie° 
appointment of Commissioners and he will make r. change 

I think all will go on as. heretofore, the danger may be in 
effecting unfavorably the sale of first mortgage tends d| the 
talk. Little has oeen said, however, A week ago Mr. Ames tele- • 
graphed me to see Mr. Browning which I did . I ctrne from there 
here. None of our friends here until tomorrow so I know nothing 
Board meets on 2d September, - 

Cisco says I'm entreiy right in urging a reserve fund of 2 or 3 
millions, that he told Oliver Ames so, and that he and Macey wil] 
vote for it, but 1 presume it will not carry. 

1 am entirely ignorant what line or what grade is adopted 
at head of Echo or at Devil's Gate j perhaps I may find out 'at 
meeting of Board, Grant is here, but he' has said nothing. 
From your last letter, -I concluded that the Blickendderfer 
line was the proper one about f 150,000 more costly in grading with 
a 90 ft. instead of 116. This high grade 116 should by no means b 
adopted any way for so small a saving as that. How much do you 
suppose the B, & 0, K, R. would expend to reduce their 116 ft. 
to '90' ft. Probably a million or two of how much did the Pa, Central 
expend at Altoona to get. down as low as 96? at 116 they could have 
reduced their tunnel half or two thirds. 

Both my son and myself have pleasant recollections of our 
delightful horseback mountain trip, and of the kindness and respect 
of all the party including Hapt. Wells and his Lieutenants, to 
?#hom with others give my kind regards. But especially to yourself 
we are under great obligations . . ' 

This Pacific Road responsibility and constant thought and work 
this hot weather, is to me as it. is to you very wearing, and I ought 
to be out of it. I may have done some good in sustaining the engi- 
neers in getting a good location, instead of the hop, step and jump 
plan of Durant up to 116 ft, at every point, but beyond this 1 am 
probably doing as much harm as good; but how an'" when to get out 
is the question,, I cant sneak out. I may know more in a week or 
two, Mr. Brewning seems to feel all right and to appreciate my 
services and yours; but then he will riever grow grey under his 
part of the load. He is off now to the White Sulphurs, 

1 had better be in Indiana hilping to ! organize- for November 
election. Depew's letter which I will enclose in next mail' is 
a little rose colored; though if pur people everywhere get thor- 
oughly scared it will go right. 

Wrote you yesterday. The part of that letter about issue of ! 

bonds by President, Evert 's opinion &c. is, of course, confidential. 



U* 
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I doubt if Atty. Genl. can find any power 'in the la?/ in the "least to 
withhold part of the bonds. His only control is in appointing the 
Commissioners, and as to that,- of course, I have not a word to s-ay. 
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road, and that ...uch less into profits. 

Col. Seymour arrived this morning. Only saw him a moment. I 
asked what line was adopted at head of Echo, Devil's Gate. He 
says no change was made. The long agony is now over as to location* 
Judging from your letter of 16th ult. giving comparative statement 
of cost, length, &c, I doubt not the right location has been made." 

This was raising a very important .question that was to come 
up later on and would be very troublesome to the Union Pacific. 
AAs under a final decision of Everts, the Central Pacific was able 
to draw bonds over a line we had already constructed and would have 
drawn them all, but that I was able to stop them through General 
Grant when he became President. 

On September IstJ^I uiarched and camped at the Seaton Springs; 
they lay on the edge of the Hud Flats, a very singular formation, 
deep and circular; water. looks pure but is mostly brackish. The 
mud flats appear soft but have a hard stratum under them- sometimes 
almost as solid as rock. The line may have to be ballasted, with 
gravel to keep itee^'from getting wet and muddy. 

Onfe^W^marched and camped at Willow Springs. Passed 
Monument Point, The Central Pacific Road closed their locations 
farther west on Wednesday, one week ago. Learn that their 
track ia one hundred miles West of this. They ordered all their 
engineers on location and construction west of lionument Point, Our 
line runs south of locomotive Springs, a fine body of water, and 
takes the Mud Flats again for ^ number of miles. 

On the 3rd of Septe.be/freceived_a dispatch from *r. Reed 
that *r. Durarit ^ telegraphed hi, to cover the line fro, Humboldt 
Wells East with *•*/ When can you give me profiles and ,a P of 
lines? 1 shall make arrangements to send men out as soon as 



• u 
possible • 



On Septet «h/T wrote to W. BM « - *»"<>« 
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new.Jp an^ofuf fr™ tlU" D o?n°t "J" S*f ° f « 00 ™ a "nfl you 
».V tench.' .-.otes. ?f to« 1,^™. ? 8d I>0,:,e • Wlth alignment 

Pronontor, Point, JoiT45?:'". n Si„PJ .™ r f . on ea! \ l «°Pe of 

iduoing the 

>on as I 
hope to 

xou are no doubt aware of the cor\ir>^ot u^^ n -p inr 
Promontorv Point \>v t.hp n * n n 2? .^i 1 }^ of 10 2 miles wes t of 
RI 

has 

be 

a 

The entire 100 miles is very light work and if our ootid an v do 
any work west of Monument I should not go west of auonit of^Ls Pass 

up to that point which is 200 .miles west of Weber, work is all 

Tf r Llifin,Tj°u 6 thRt J here iS S ° me r0Ugh work in crossing drainage 
nL - , r??" Heavy - Cilts ana fills in g ra ^l with chopped up gradls 
and crooked lines, * ^ 

The C.p.E.R. can without doubt iBeet us there or even at konumph 
Point, if they show proper energy- -Monument Point is just half 
way between the ends of the Two tracks. I know nothing of the ' company »s 
intention and under. this new phase of the matter, but if you^had the 
teams, you could sover the 100 miles with graders, even before they 
could. They have now only about 25 miles located, and that risht 
over the easiest portion. They commenced staking out at Monument 
Point yesterday,, 

! have instructed all the chiefs of parties west to deliver notes 
and profiles to your Div. Engrs, should any of them go onto the ground, 
and to keep a copy of all notes for fear some may be lost going to 
you. As soon as I get through with my examination -of the country 
in this vicinity, I will push west, get maps and profiles of the 
parties s and endeavor to send thenf to you via fiuby Valley, We go 
over Red Dome Pass with 65 ft, ascending and 40 ft, descending and 
very light wort, hardly a cut or bank 10 ft. high. 

The work on east slope of Promotnory will be good winter work, 
an- 1 1 suppose there is no hurry about 'it as the C,P S P.*R. abandon every- 
thing east of Monument Point and when they commence to grade will 
cover' our stakes though sometimes T^e .are a mile apart, at other, right 
on the same ground. The y commence at St a 00 at Monument Point and 
number their stakes from east to west, marking their line "l".- 

On $&kh 3rd" I went out to Red Dome Pass and met a Mormon party 

who were one-half way down the slope' who were .getting along well. 

Met Maxwell and party in camp --on Duck Creek waiting for water, I 

gave him a strong hint that it was the last time he should stop 

when he was *ith me. I ordered him forward with Hudnutt. Tn4 

C. P.R.R. and our line which diverged at laonument came together 

again. 

?f-4f 
On September 4tli, I camped all day at Wilton Springs and 

■wrote Kr. Oliver Ames giving the whole • situation and movements 
of the Central pacific people as follows: • 



»ew phSe^ irs?^ r r^e rS oSt ere iS a , Ve / 8M8d an ««"«ly 

for 100 miles weat of Monument Point n! ' f en3en a « d Richards 

abandoned all survevs ea.it r£\ut* He also » at same time' 

that he would not conte^\or thai ^ ™ tua ^ aLnSSe'dging 

ground still west. Monument Point 1^^^ makln * the debit ^M 
Canon and at the north point of ?L i* le ? we8t of Web ^ 
of point where Branch line to Legon\4 l "i t t S 1 a f P&rt 0r in vicinity 
line located over the contracted part °Si >T V \ U3 \ - They fed "o 
almost the whole of it I see rnn^flZ ,, my location- covered 

ing of this point bvSanfoJdand Lf r" 16 Sa S aclt y in the select- ' 

old. By time they open work on it, sav 10 th of <?««+ i + 
S^Silf SftL 00 ^ 168 ° f "- ^ ° f ^ ^ a°n f /:^ within 

miles. I could have made an arrangement with Go, Lnford ?or our 
company to grade to a certain point and his to do the same and ?he 
one who got their first with red was to go right on and use ?he 

oieHhff 5i?f a f ^' 8t iF \ thS sens «^ A to°do it; the fines 
over this flat, broad ■country are a mile apart, and an equally 
good ground. Again, I can see no good ground why the n,p R,r? Co 
cannot reach Monument Point by the time we do; the-- have iess'Wk 
less snow to contend with and should -we fail to ge'over Wahsatch * 
with work before winter, they certainly can reach there as soon * 
as we do. 

Tf you conclude to grade west of that point, then limit it to 
thde summit of Toans Pass, 200 miles west of the Tfeber Canon, To 
that point it is 120 miles from Monument Point and the .work is verv 
very light, mostlv like Platte Valley work, Beyond Toans Pass for" 20 
miles, or more, you get rought work, heavy fills and cuts In gravel 
crossing the tables over the Mountain summit and it cannot he 
avoided. By this plan the only heavy work you would have, -would he 
iii the six miles on East slope of Promontory Point, leaving 214 miles 
of cheap work; and, if, by any mishap, you should reach further than 
Monument Point, then the work you would lose would be 100 miles of 
very light grading costing f,rom |2500 to $5000 per mile. But, as 1 
said before, I would make an agreement to grade on line from east 
to a certain point, say Red Dome Pass,. 112 miles west of Ogden and 
let C, .R.R. grade from West to same point, and thus avoid the 
possibility of any loss by either party* You do not want to be 
grading 100 miles of road on an uncertainty and ay p4,an would make 
a certainty of it. Another thing, you must remember is that th' 
C.P.R.R are laying as much track per day as we are, and in their 
letting of work were not grasping, Commencing only at a point 
half way between the two roads, with the lgght ened of the work • ; 
with them* 

1 am in hopes to get two weeks time to spend on rromontory 
Point on that six miles of hSavy work. 1 know I can save |50,000 
perhaps more if 'I can only have time and not be driven to death. 
The C.P. Co* 'spent, on that slope, two months, and when ordered a 
away from there had not gotten three miles located, whereas, in 
two weeks, 1 had to locate eighteen miles of very difficult 
■line, and six miles of it the most stubborn refractory country, 
on our e. tire line. If you do not open w.drk on it before 1 
finish location to Humboldt Wells, 1 shall go back there with a 
party and give it a careful resivion. 
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take it, an* recommended * S p^V "' persons to 

If 6? 
On Septmeber 5th, I received the opinion of the Hon. Wm. 

Everts, Atty. Gen., upon the- duties of the' Executive 'relative 

to the Pacific R.H., the acc^f^e of the same, and the issues 
of the United States subsidies thereon, .also the agreement between 
the Government and the -Union Pacific Railroad pursuant to the 
opinion of the Atty.. 'Gen. 

On September 6th,. Mr. j. L . Williams wrote me in relation 

to his action before the Board of Directors as follows: 

i» T . New York. • 

I wrote you a few 'days ago from this, city. 1 now add that 
after reading to the Board a copy of my report of inspection and 
reconnoissance, I of fered' a resolution similar to the one I 
showed you at Ft. Sanders,, 25 per cent of Bovernment bonds out of 
each dO miles till it reached. 3,000,000 to be held in trust for 
permanent masonry structures, earth embankments , equipment, water 
supply in Dry Desert, etc, 

Mr, Brooks offered a substitute which I enclose as adopted. 
It may be of some service as it recognizes the principle. Mr. B. 
told the Board that Attorney General would find power in the 
President to go back of the Commissioners, and re¥iew and bring 
up to the standard the sections * hich they had accepted, Mr. 
'Cisco says resolution will help him in selling first mortgage 
bonds. Some assurance to 'the public of the kind is neeessary. 
Mr. Brooks sent a copy to Everts, who has not yet made final 
report, but who had advised President to issue bonds as hereto- 
fore for the present. By this time the Commissioners have probably 
accepted the dry Desert without any water stations or promise of 
any- the track being laid by water tank trains from Rawlins Springs. 
1 dont see hot? they could do it. 

My duty lias been an exceedingly unpleasant one the last 
three months. The Doctor calls me a "watch-dog" for the Government- 
that 1 care nothing for, but most, of the parties I i espect and 
probably they respect me, but, of course, ' cannot feel kind, I have 
done them no harm in the end. The road will go rapidly on. 

As soon as possible I want you to give me the outline of 
the location west, and how far you think this Company will build, 
and where in Salt Lake Valley will probably be the main point for 
shops, rolling mills, &c. Give me level of Salt Lake above the' 
sea. What maximum do you use on Promontory Point and what thence t< 
Sierra ievada? My profile was well received, but I have not the 
exact distance by final location from Missouri Rivor Bridge to 
mouth of V'eoer Canon, 1 call it f©20 miles. Wrffite to Ft. Wayne. 
1 find that I was put off the Bridge Committee on July 3d 
and Brooks put on, I am' quite satisfied, controlled as the Bridge 
will be. The Committee is iicComb, Bushnell, Duff, Dillon and 
.Durant, of course. Bushnell proposed to Board a resolution allowing 
a tariff to bring 20 per cent on capital, begMg* repairs, &c. 
To this I objected an-i it was put at tenr-the same as. at Qumcy, 
but, of course, the Executive Coaimit tee will change it. Thiere is 
a big speculation in it in some shape. Of course I knew before ^ 
that Boomer would get the ..Bridge nominally, though I think it is 
all one interest. It is between him and the Keystone Company. As 
shown to the Board, Boomer is $100,000 less, but 1 presume Keystone 
bid was seen before Boomer's' was finally fixed* 1 have seen 
enough to convince me that the Bridge letting was a mere farce. 
The bids were referred to Col, Trimble of Lee's Staff, and 
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Col. Merrill, now on Sherman's staff Thpv ».pt,ot.+ n ^ 

of the Keystone and the.' Post Bridge I Merrill ?enort h f h Str8n8 i h 
Trimble gives a decided preference to KeJsLne v n^!'" 1 ' 
ground of the „arae though and test and long S!U.» * 

On September 5th » Mr, Egan, whom I had sent to look after 
timber in the mountains, arrived at my camp -with two Indians, haveing 
lost one man on the trip. Found lumber but in limited Quantities 
on Raft River Mountains and on head of Surprise Creek 

On *- Gth, 1 received letters from fcr. Hoxie informing me that ' 
Mr. Snyder had been called to New York. He says: "They are deter- ' 
mined to drive me out, but time will tell." 

1 also received the following from Mrs, Dodge; 

"There are many strangers .coning in this fall. The papers and 
telegrams this morning say that the bridge contract is let to 
Boomer of Chicago, one of your friends, 1 believe, and so if you 
want to get in it you better hurry home. Cant you take part in 
that bridge next year and make enough at home to pay for leaving 
the road? And then we could build our house, too, or get ready 
for it. I wish you would. Th bridge is going to make this place, ■ 
and next spring property will be high and sell well, and I think 
right here in the course of next year you can make a fortune if jrou 
are ' onT y free from the R.R. and can give your attention to your 
own interest instead of the Company's. 

Hoxie is crossing his material on his own boats-now uses the 
Montana for a ferry. We have beautiful,, weather now, cool and pleas- 
ant and 1 would like to take some ridef^so hurry home. 1 hope you 
will not be careless in coming through the Indian country. The 
papers now are full of stories about them and 1 guess there is some 
trouble. Have your pistols with you and be careful." 

On -t"r'\ 7th, I received' a iispatch from Mr. Reed at Echo City 
that Bent's outfit wished -to commence operation at Humboldt Iffells 
and work East and if )\£s engineers, did not get on the ground as 
soon as required he wanted me to detail one of my parties to take 
out work with them. 

On t-ht; • 7 th I moved camp to the Rese Road, Capt, wells of 
the escort with company and train started East, leaving It. Adams 
ten men and six wagons to go on with me, 

On -fee- 8th s Mr* R. G. Haaard wrote me the following letter 
in relation to the orders entered by hlsnrotest : .^x^ Np_ r | 

"You have no doubt often heard of' the charges made of the J 

Company against Durant* My brother (with others) has instituted j 

oeedings against him in this state, and'. I take the liberty ; 
oj. asking you to obtain some&nforaation at Omaha in such way as 

vou deem. t>est. I think it desirable to ascertain as soon as : 

possible what account Er. Hoxie will give.of his contract with ^ j 

the U.p.R.R. Company. ,..,,.„ * * +J 'I 

Kr. Oskes Ames has already made affidavit that Durant stated ; 

that the whole profits of that contract were to go to the CTr^dif ; 

Mobelier, and others will do the same 9 but it is claimed that : 

Durant took over $400,000 of it himself, and 1 believe the account ; 

f ' I 
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will show that the amount of profits was paid a\?ay from the Co. I 
suppose Hoxie will say that he had no real interest in the contra 
and ffi-1 not get much if any of the profits, but only a si " 
/(if anything) for his trouble. That he never did any thin; 
^ the contract In the way of constructing the road* 

1 think it probable that fir*. Ham will be willing to 
obtaining the information. I am the more careful to not i 
the officers and members of the corporation, because mos 
think it expedient to keenmatters smooth with Durant, bu 
of no one to apply to outside at Omaha, I think it best ~~ .. ^-^ ,,-- 
confidentially on the subject and let you adopt such course as you 
aee'ui best. The truth should not be concelaed, though tor. %rant 
does not seem so grateful for the opportunity of exculpating himself 
from suspicion as might be expected. 

Our State waits on above suspicion and if he removes the case . 
to the TT.S.CouiIj he will probably fare no better, though he may make 
the nroceedinps more tedious and expensive. 

Hopin? that you will see in the facts a sufficient apology ior 
my thus troubling you, and will favor me with an answer at as early a 
day as you conveniently- can » &c . 

0n < tfc^8th / *i y movecl'and camped near Maxwell Springs. There was 

plenty of water all the way. 

On^tmff stayed in camp looking over the line west with 
Maxwell to Surprise Creek; also concluded to take table at foot of 
Qmbee range an* reach approach to Toans Jits, by a tangent. Went 
as far as Hudnutt'a camp-rode 'so .miles and back in a day. 

On U^lOth Amoved camp to the foot of Toans' range of 
mountains; 1 received a dispatch' from Reed- acknowledging reodipt 
of maps and profiles and stating - ,Vjor Bent's outfit £0 *s 
„ e ,t to cornice work at Humboldt Wells by order from lew York. 
Casement will follow in a few days wi'-h" teams enough to make 500 in 

W as progressing well, man were uneasy and would not stay long in 

•one place. . ' . 

St4A- m-f ■ . nQm _ nll flav . Effan and an Indian got 
On 'ttre 11th I was in camp all ciay. *& 

* TJaianm fir and pine on west slope 
in from Pilot peak. Found good Balsam, fxr and p 

and plenty of shrubby cedar for wood. 

On^l^L Blickensderfer took latitude of the camp 
which is where Pa^a .Creek comes out of the mountain.. Latitude 
21 o 40 , 8 we measured Pilot Peak and found it 10800 ft, hi*. 6700 

■Ft above the desert. . ' 

Ontr 1 3t' ? f m ovea t h e ca m p X5 ^ to Moore's ore.* on the 

oM t»il. «-.«—.-**«-«-"• I ,— - » «™ «" 
3umoi t a. *,- .ate, . W .«■■ -.<■ <* --P- *»* °™ ^ . d „ 

^ 0X^1-- «» — Xn .til X -X* see T oans Pas,, 
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P." a M t h e HumboMt Eanee; alBo rhompson , 3 sprin ^ feiiay ^ Mrth 

west co, Jn t ry opens into an immens ; park ar , has .^.^ ^^ 

ranges covered with nine anfl cedar. 

On «% istli 1 wrote to Mr T r n«ro + 

bo mr. x. c. Durant on the work West of 

Promontory, the country, etc., as follows: " • . 

»* re****. wor£? g ^ Up send estim ate, but this 

of IS^fee^wnh^I'fr SSdf'f Toan * MtB - taking an ascent " 

ft. bank near sta 1 . T S S^?i ? d n ° W ° rk to 3 P eak of « "The 20 
xu. uum ntfcir sia.v*^- t shall decrease as T r»hpr»v n^ + k„ t- 
on my return. cnecA tip the lme 

grade?? TrLf e^Z^To fejVt' ^"SeJ 5 ^T ?»* ^ 

we ought to grade immediately If we. do anyt> ?ng «et o? MoLSeM 
point as possession of ground is of great 'advantage to us Both 
lines occupy nearly same ground, in fact at all central points on 
.entire line, they locate very nearly on our line. P 01 nts on 

Two corps of their engineers passed east today P-oinr on location 
on the 100 miles ^eg, of Monument Point. ° S location 

On Pilot Peak on Ombee Range of Mts., there is considerable 
timber, pine and cedar, out of which ties can he obtained with sav 
15 miles haul, ■ J 

On Toanfr Range there are large bodies of cedar and pinion pine, 
.in fact the range of mountains is covered with it, hut very little 
of it is fit for- now and then a tree that will cut one or two ties, 
all the timber in this country is short and scrubby. ■ 

At foot of mountains and on a)l the streams is fine land that 
can be used by proper irrigation and it is a very fine 'country for 
stock, plenty of hay and grass. I have no doubt stock will winter 

all through this' country on the grass and rushes; land is- evidently 
not bad at any point after even reaching the summit 8600 ft. above 
sea, there are no such barrenness as seen on Black Hills and at 
Wahstch, and I see no trouble from that account* Wells, Fargo & Co. 
ought to put their stage line on here, running' from end of each 
road, it is a fine stage route without one .drive, without 'water and 
grass, and would save passengers 200 miles stage travel. If they do 
not do it some one ought to; it w uld increase through travel* 

Bridging on this line will be very light. Ogden and Bear 
River being the. only streams of any importance. The drains and 
culverts can all be built of stone on line as graded, as rock suit- 
able for masonry exists all along the line. It will be cheaper than 
to transport timber from the East. I find, very little timber in this 
country fit for . sawing or squaring purposes, " 

.On wrHo 14th I went to Hudnutt's camp. He had finished the 

line down the East slope of ToarA Pass to t/U" ■'■■ .-. „.;o;v ; . ■..,,. Hodges' 

connection. Returned to camp by way, of the old trail. Pass is very 

I 
rough"\ and mountainous. From the top of it I could see the Thousand 

Springs Valley between Pea.»pp and Toan at mountains . 1 learned that 

Ives of the Central Pacific went east to Surprise Greek to commence 

the location; also learned that Ives i found the general route of 

the line from the top of Pilot -Peak];,. Prom that point one can see 
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all .« le passes thro» B h Toans, Be^ p and taboWt; alao cm SBe the 

Serra Nevada and '"/a'satcli Peak. ' 

On tfe 18th I had a .discussion with tr. Blickensderfer on the 
difference between a nienty 'and forty foot grade .on overcoming the 
same elevation. In theory it coats 'just as much to rise 2000 -ft, 
elevation with «0 foot, very light ? rade,' as it does with a 90 ft. 
but in practice it is not true, as M TQ&ds aVQ ouUlng ^ 
. grades. The' only way to obtain the real difference is to ascertain 
the cost of running a certain 'distance with a high grade and then 
running the same distance with a low grade, both overcoming the 
same .altitude, including cost per mile and per cent over and above 
■ cost, of repairs, track laying, wear and. tear of machinery. This 
sran only be done in going into the matter methodic all:' and practi- 
cally, 

.On the 16th I was still in camp on Moore's Creek. Hodges passed 
west and camped at the summit Jl«ayC any on Springs,, Maxwell was in camp 
with us. The slope of the Taon 'mountains is covered! with fine 
groves of cedar "dwarfed, good for fuel, but few ties, Moore's Creek 
fine stream of mountain water, plenty of wood and grass. The varia- 
tion of the needled 1$ i?^- 35*. 

On -th-e 17th 1 moved camp to Pe;quop Pass Creek. Hodges pushed 
on to Pass Creek; concluded to try line .from both summits running 
down valley leading to Thompson 8 s Springs to ascertain distance, 
elevation and grade. 

On t-be 18 bh 1 went west to the summit of Cedar Pass with Maxwell 
and Blickensderfer and put Hodges to work on the East slope and 
examined both of Ives* Central Pacific lines. I learned that licCabe 
had gotten half way down the slope towards Humboldt Wells, 

On -the 18th 1 went East and examined the country for a change ' 
between Toans and Pequop Pass and concluded tow^-ke it. Maxwell and 
Hudnutt connected their trial lines. Morris arrived with his party 
and went into camp with us.. In examination of Morris and Maxwell's 
location, I IbdVahfat should be changed so as to bring Maxwell's line 
around the point of Surprise Creek and also that an entirely new. 
line should be run from Red Dome to Surprise Creek, following very 
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nearly Hodges preliminary. 

1 was in camp, an day on the 2Qt 

n + » Sept ' 1^- - 

■ On the fiiat X received the following let-, t^ur. Roe,: 

. *ar*^* £* ^™^I Te^lX ^ »™ not 
Welle and work east ^ orfert^TTo fZ ^^ mil&S eas " of 

z& 2Ln::t^ e f- -- r. Ir SSL! /- v 
STo%-^rss ot s5Si frL:f of E ^ ^:is s ? \?lw 

Rock eoft, make 6 feet per day at heading; obliged L'tLbe/it! M * 

I sent letter by Bent asking you to detail partv to stakp nnf" 
work until my engineers get on the ground. Two engiLering p«rUes 
have gone forward, one wH h Bent and one with Casement's outfit?? 
you have any parties to spare they may commence stakln* out at once 
Please let them do enough to keep all men at work that'Wy reach the 

On September 21st 'T received the following letter from Mr, XL. 
Williams: . 

"Yours of 1st of September at Red Dome Pass received. Prom 
this I gather 1st that you expect the two lines to meet at Monu- 
ment Point 90 miles west of mouth of ?feber Canto. If the meeting' 
point is likely to be any. -here wise, please advise me. If mouth° 
of Weber is 1020 miles,, then our Company wiDl build mo miles. 
Please give me the correct distance to mouth of Weber Canon, 2d- 
I gather from your letter that there is but 6 miles of very heavy 
work, and this is in the eastern slope of Promontory range with 90 
ft. maximum grade. About' what will the grading of this 6 miles 
cost per mile? 

They assured me it the office' that no change was made on the 
Wasatch and that the grade remains at 90 ft. ,maximup\and I have ' ■ 
so reported to the Department, Inquire into this upon your return 
and inform me if there is any increase of grade. Also advise me 
whether there is much temporary track laid at heavy points west 
of Ft. Bridger, and where and abotot how much it will cost to grade 
and open the proper, line where there are deep cuts or tunnels. 
Also whether they are building masonry abutme-nts on the Weber and 
Echo, or are crossing the streams wit'.'t 1.6 ft. span trestles. Also 
whether you understand that masonry piers.-" are built on the 
Wasatch and down Bitter Creek to much extent. 

1 reported fSOOGOOO In Government bonds as required to be 
applied wholly oh the sections which the Commissioners had 
accepted and will accept to bring the road up to a proper standard 
including more rolling stock, shops, water supply, etc* and I am 
in good earnest and so they are- at Washingto have this sum 
applied. 1 think the Atty. -Genl. will report power in the 
President to go back of the Commissioners and review on sections 
they have accepted. The resolution of the .board differs from . 
the one 1 offered in setting apart 1st mortgage bonds and these 
on the last 100 miles. It is not entirely satisfactory but 
embraces the principle. As soon as you can learn which- part of th 
line will be their last 100 miles, let me know. 
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I presume you are not going through to Oregon, and so shall 
expect you back to Salt Lake and further east- p?ettv sooS ?h? 
Doctor and Col. Seymour have gone out, arM Mr. P £rane is goinp 

You inquire about political prospects. 1 saw at Waliinff on 
two days ago Colfax and Morton, Depuej and otters! Ill £S 
gentlemen are very confident that Indiana will TO right in 
October from 5 to 15000. Pennsylvania, is generally coLiSe red • 
as sure. Ben fade says that Ohio will givl the old-fashiom 1 
majority-near 40,000* With these results possibly New York mav 
go ?#ith us. It may be we shall lose half or more of the Southern 
States, yet I see no one on our side who doubt's Grants election 
and on the 'other side 1 think they are not sanguine of beating * 
him. The current sets that way and 1 think will gain strength, 
I go over to Jersey tonight to meet John 1. Blair, where he is to 
dedicate a wigwam. 

Before you leave that country I think it would pay to get the 
exact level of Salt Lake. If you lay your line near its level you 
had better keep unpretty well, for 1 have a theory that when the 
country gets settled and ditched out and tramped, by stock up the 
Monerous valleys, a far greater proportion of the rain and melted 
snow will run into the Lake than heretofore, and its surface may 
gradually rise for fifty years. 

1 obtained at Pt , B r ia ger the monthly fall of rain for one 
year, only 4 1-4 inches, but this did not include the snow. The 
Government at all its military posts should require a rain guage 
to be so kept as to include the water contained in every fall of 
snow, so as to give the annual depth of falling water." 

On September 2Srd Mr, Snyder wrote me that 820 miles of 
track were ready today and that Mr. Durant' was sick in Chicago, 
ft Seymour and family and Gen* D. C. McCullum reached Omaha yester- 
day. Seymour has bwen pushing McCullum for General Superintendent 
for some time; thinks from lew York correspondent they may accom- 
plish it. He says; "Don't care a damn as I am sick of the constant 
fight and would rather work elsewhere, Hoxie named the town at 
Blacks Fork Bryan, after his boy. 1 had been endeavoring to 
get a true sea level from- the Atlantic to the Pacific and on 
September 23rd Mr. Blair wrote me from Burlington, Iowa in answer 
to my request as to the difference in elevation between Lake 
Michigan at Chicago and some point in Council Bluffs". He gave the 
switch near the water tank on the C. B. & St, J, railroad at 
Council Bluffs as 383',5 feet above Lake Michigan at Chicago. 

Morris closed his line with Hud nut t about noon on September 
25rd» 1 sent a telegram to Mr. Reed that I had placed Maxwell 
on construction and on Mm* 23rd I wrote Mr. T. 0. Durant giving 
him the progress of affairs West of Ogden, as follows: 
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t ««„+ 1 ? Sraciers arrived on the ground " Sunday the 21st, 

Lilt -!i? y / ¥e f ] ^ nday and started out a few mi ^s at h«: 

boldt *ells and. set them to work Monday. The controlling points o 
this line are Promontory, Red Dome, Toans Pass, Pequop SLS and 

° n ! d ^ P ? SS \°f Red Dorae and Toans P«b we should occupy the g?onhd " 
as the first to occupy it will have great advantage, it bein? 
necessary for light work and light grades to build our line on samfe. 
ground located. I wrote iir. Reed this sometime aco. The C p R ^ ' 
have not located over Toans yet and I suppose have -just ai'out * " 
got located over Red Dome. Red Dome is most important to us They 
have no location at Humboldt Wells. After giving the country for 
40 miles east of Humboldt Wells, i.e. from Toans Pass west, where 
the 20 miles of rough work occurred, that 1 wrote you about before 
1 concluded to change the line increase the distance and throw out 
entirely, all the heavy work which has been done, and now you have 
light work as comparatively light work all way from Weber to 
Humboldt Wells, except the six miles over Promontory, The align- 
ment is good, grades easy, and grading over the change I made, 
will cost two-thirds less than on ol-'' line. It is a very cheap 
line for its length, as you will see by profile heretofore sent* 
1 have also been running lines over the South route over the 
controlling points, via Toans and Pequop Mountains and the result 
is that, the line is impracticable when compared with Worth Route. 
Taking line at Granite Rock, which is at south point of desert, 
it covers 26 miles of mud flats to Sage Plain, then 13 miles over 
Sage Plain to Toans Range of Mountains, it ascends these mountains 
to Don Don or Goshoot Pass, 1568 ft. in 13 miles. Ten miles 
of it very heavy rock work, far heavier than any on the road; it 
then descends four miles to Goshoot Desert, 363 feet. Then follows 
Goshoot Desert to Hastings Pass, through Pequop Mountains, ascends 
306 feet In 2 l/i miles. This Pass is- impracticable; work too, 
heavy and grades too high. The^only way to get a line to south 
is to start from Granite Rock, cross desert to Toans mountains, 
work along the. East base of the mountains to the Pass near Pilot 
Peak, thence north to the Pass we go through and then take our 
line to Humboldt Wells. This would increase the distance largely, 
give us 60 miles or aiore of Desert, but would give us a practicabl 
line over Jits, but work getting up to Toans Pass would be heaveyj 
also, work at Pilot Peak Pass woul--i be heavy, I consider the 
South route as compared with North route far inferior in fact, 
impracticable. 1 am running another line over it and will have a 
connected line there 1 can give full comparison on as my work is 
completed here I shall work east, by south side of Lake, and 
shall put one party to work on Promontory Point to endeavor to 
lighten work there; also a party to determine the location of 
our" line foom Weber north and connect it with government surveys. 
To '"io this will have to run up one of gove*nment base lines and 
p-et the odd and even sections on our line, so that what towns 
and points we locate in Yalley we can get on our own Properly. 

' The C p R P have opened work between Monument Point and Red 
Borne some* 25 miles which is about the extent of their located 
lint' thowh now thev have four or five parties west of that point 
on ?ocafioX ?heir track is 140 miles west of Humboldt Wells and 
the waders 40 miles west. I have sent you a profile of entire 
line Is now located, and shall remain here staking out work &o. 
for a shSrl time so'as to be sure that the graders on arrival can 
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I also set the contractors to work at Humboldt Wells. The 

° entral *° lti0 '%F* TOS thSn 140 ailes ^t of Humboldt Wells. 

On, &ffc35th I moved my camp to Independent Springs. The 
latitude of that point, three miles east of the upper Humboldt 
Wells, is 41° &\ Mr. Snyder wrote me that on the 26th Mr. 
Durant left Chicago enroute to the end of the track. 

Gn&^f i;7th, my sister Julia wrote me from Council Bluffs 
as follows:- _ _ ~ 

"Annie is upstairs reading, and 1 have come down in the 
parlor to write you, I have thought I would several times but 
have really not found time, but now that I have finished every- 
thing and have a little leisure before I leave the state of 
single blessedness will write you before signing my death 
warrant. 

I feel very badly to think you will be absent next Tuesday 
and had 1 not been confident that you would be here 1 should 
have changed the day till later; for with both you and mother 
away it seems as though I was being sent out of the family in 
disgrace; the more I think of it the worse 1 feel about it. Sue 
is going to give aie a large wedding, over 140 invited. We are 
to be married Tuesday morning, Sept. 29th at 8,50 o'clock by lli&J, 
Little an .then leave on the 11 o'clock train, gr to Conn, and 
Mass, You will probably be here when we return. 1 have hoped 
to the last miraie that you would get Annie's letter and come 
home. 

Little Annie is 6oo smart; she grows brighter every day she 
liveSj if you coul' 1 hear her talk you would be 'astonished. 1 am 
loth to give up my charge of her; feel as, though she more than 
half belonged to me. 

Mother 1 hear from every week; she is quite gay down East, 
everything and everybody is beautiful, and she feels 20 years 
younger. Everybody meets her co cordially, that she feels doubly 
repaid' for her long and tedious 'journey., 

"'There is little news here. Tie have managed to get a firs 
engine) and that has raised such a commotion in town, 1 dont 
know as .it would do to stir them up suddenly again. 

Mr. Hoxie has b-'-en very sick indeed with typhoid fever; is s 
slowly recovering. Lettie and Ella attend the seminary constantly. 

Mr. Rice surprised us a week or two ago by dropping in one 
evening. Said he "would call again, but did not, so supposed he 
went right to Osttaloosa. . 

Him has come to take me riding so will close. This is probaol 
the last you will hear from me singly; hope you -ill be here 
when 1 return. . All send love." 

•OnSefcfr 27th ur. Jesse L. Williams wrote me that the Company 
had let the Missouri 'iver Bridge an-' 1 had laid aside $3,000,000 
to build culverts, &c . The bridge letting, I knew, was a blind, 
i also received a letter from iAr. Hazard about kr. Durant and 
his operations; also from James F. Wilson, Government Director 
who says Mr. i'es must be able to show a clear hand or it will 
be hard with him. 
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. Mr, Bliokensderfer starred east on the line to dress it up 

where needed. The construction department was badly behind 

out there. 

On >.CkT29th/, I moved my camp to Humboldt Wells and rode down 

to the end of the line. Met for. Thompson who lived ten miles 'iown 

the Humboldt, who says all the Central Pacific graders are within 

Jrwelve miles of. the canon. I rode over to the North Fork of the 

Humboldt and then up Pryamid Peak, A fine sulphur spring flows 

out of mountain at foot of Peak. ■ • • - , . .. 

m$ SWW 4* *x*w-i*«. r*v\* by «*u4k*<wL*+**tt- «-*&*• 

On October Ist.ioovsd camp' 35 relies -,Lo '«arn Spring Creek; 

marched the full length of the Clover Valley, a beautiful valley 

fast Settling up. .On new ground they aaised 30 bushels of . 

' per lb, 

barley and 40 of wheat, selling from 5 to 8 cts. in coin. The 

Shoshone Indians do a good deal of the labor on the ranches; mow, 

harvest, dig potatoes, &c . Their baskets are very fine— made 

like a reverted cone and hold tw. bushels, and the squaws pack 

them with potatoes. Ruby Valley, which- joins Clover on south, is 

filled with good farms. The pine mountain silver district about 

140 miles south of Glover is attracting great attention from the 

great mine of silver; the wall rock is limestone, 

I gave instructions 'on October 1st to Mr. McCabe on his 'line 
south of the lake, as follows; 

» Y ou .ill continue your line on the south s^™^ 

G °tat °UZ un"ii a you E ^e "es= e n°t to" the aesetts then to 

a 90 ft. grade urn,ix *"" '* redar mountains and from there to 
granite Rock on south po ^practicable route which will prohahly 
he up Lone RoS VaUey to th^lake, and thence along border of 

Lake to the city. fnllv taker also the topo- 

I desire the topography of ^™ J^^J^^ the line with 
graphy of the country by trxangulat jona ^onneotrng tn ^ ^ 

111 the peaks and prominent point s to be seen , ^ ^^ 

can make an accurate general map of the ooim y ^ a al 

is finished jou will ms *e a prof i ^?;^|Jf te estima te of the lines, 
map of the country f nd « ll ^^ c ^^rfer, who will also give you 
making your report to jr. ^^f^ff s completed. yS e 

further instructions when hi ^f'^d exceeds 65 ft t&e grade 
as isTeft ^uSTo^Uo^- lescent bu, endeavor^ not to 
exceed 90 ft* to the mile. _ _ _ 
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On October 1st I also gave instructions to Mr, Huclnutt to run 
the line to Portland, Oregon, as follows: 

"As soon as your work is completed at Promontory, you will 
run a preliminary line from our located line through Raft River ' 
Mountains and down Snake River, having as the objective point TW-fl&m2 
on:, the Columbia River, commencing so that a connection can be 
made with our line at any point between Monument Point and Sour 
water springs. 

I desire to push the line as fast as possible, and as soon 
as you get into the Snake River Valley, where the running is plain, 
and your party 3 an run without your presence, I desire you to if:©',:, 
to the grand RlrMfuU Valley and there make a personal -reconnoisanoe ' 
of the Blue Mountains Ran^e so as to select the most feasible 
line over that ■rar. ,, ;e» 

We desire to decide the practicability of the route this fall 
and ascertain what grades we will have to A'rftffcfr- in building the 

road. 

Tn crossing the Raft River Range or any range where the grade 

ixceeds 65 ft, to the mile, run an angular grade line to such a 

grade as is best fitted' to the ascent and descent of the ranges. 

On October 2nd we marched 25 1/2 miles; camped, in a dry 

valley without water, 1 sode' forward ten miles to water and found 

it in the Step toe Valley. The ascent from Warn Springs to summit 

south of Antelope Butte and Pequop Range is by barometfer 556 'ft, _ 

and descent to SteptoeValley Spring is 823 ft. The ascent to 

Pass is apparently good hut descent if made with 90 ft. will add 

greatly to distance forcing line far up the Steptoe Valley, ^ 

On October 3rd !**$.- Snyder wrote me that V. Durant" had gone 

to Salt ^ake and had aoCullw with him; The Seymour outfit have 

spread the news that .cOullum is to become Superintendent and the ■ 

whole system is demoralized again.' 1 went out with kr. Durftnt as 

.- far as Wood river. He was -sick, and did. not talk much. 1 think 

he is beginning to appreciate part of the Seymour outfit and will 

oust them . * 

On Octoher srd'l arched 10 miles and c»ped at Twin Springs; 
m et an Indian scout guiding some movers to Hurtoldt Wells with 
thirty cattle. They were camped at Twin Springs on the West side 
of the Stepto Valley: also »et Poganewl and his sons enroute to 
„ u hy to trade. F r om ,ar. Spring to -first water is 30 .iles; water 
ia at north point of mountain at head of Spring Valey. Pony 

» ™n w it I camped all day to give stock rest 
Express once run hy it. v 

and feed. 
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On October 4th, I marched 25 -l/2 miles and camped at 
Antelope Springs. Small pitch- of potatoes and small patch 
of barley here belonging to Indians, -passed through steptoe 
Valley and over Goshoot Msart, a plain of sage and greasewooi. 
The Pass at Antelope Butte is practicable but grade maybe heavy 
and more of work, I judge pass to be 6300 feet above the sea; 
could see Hosty*s pass and Toans Pass. 

On 0&i. 5th 1 marched 30 miles; made a dry camp on:, the edge 
of the desert. I had in view today from a peak near edge of 
Desert Granite Rock, point Lookout, Cedar Range, Desert Mts. 
Pilot Peak and entire Toans Range, The approach to Goshoot 
Pass from east will be difficult and alignment bad and heavy 
work, A tangent from foot of grade to south point of Cedar Moun- 
tains can be obtained* I find on map here that there is 13 miles 
too short distance between Deep Greek Mts. and Goshoot Pass; 
Deep Creek v-ants moving east 8 miles to make map correct. 

On fi%i. 6th 1 moved to Deep Creek, 28 miles from Antelope 
Springs. Camped at the Stage Station at noon. Stage leaves in 
the morning. Deep Greek has fine water and fine body of groves 
with very good farms. The Goshoot Indians camped all along it. 
On Wednesday mml 7th, 1 took stage for Salt Lake, crossing 
the desert all day. The country $as very dry and desolate and on 
the 8th I arrived., in Salt Lake early in the morning® Met Mr. 
Dtirant 'at the Town send House. I received notice here from the 
Interior Department that Mr. BlickenMerfer had been appointed one 
of the commissioners to examine the Union. Pacific Railway and • 
notified him by telegraph. The continual differences in the New 
York.-; office and the Union Pacific finally alarmed the Government 

and they appointed a commission consisting of Jacob Blickensderfer 

&en« G. K.'' V-'arren an* James Barnes. 

ffl<f 
On 4^9th I received a telegram from Mr. Ames to meet the 

commissioners on the .17th at the end of the track. I also 
received' a letter from Mr. Snyder stating that he hoped to open • . 
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the track to Bryan (Blacks For,) on the 19th inBt . , He also wrote 
that to. Durant went through the Col. and Kara. Sey^ur, Heed ' 

and. Co. outfit ae soon as he got a good look at their work, at 
and west of Green River. UeCullu, spent two days here taking 
notes, l gave him every facility to look thr ugh all departments 
and dont think he wants to try his hand on the u.P. If he tells 
the Directors what he promised to, they will not print his report. 
For two months past 1 have heen able to keep more material at the 
end of the track than could he disposed of. 

1 also received a telegram from Mr. T. E . Sickles announcing 

Ms appointment by' the Bridge Committee of the U.P.R. R. C ., 
"engineer to superintend the construction of the bridge over the 

Missouri River under the direction of the chief engineer." 

I learned that the Commission of which Mr. Biickensderfer 

was a member was appointed to examine only the U.P.R. R.» which 

1 had considered a great injustice, and on October 10th I sent 

the following telegrams: 

"Oliver Anies: 

The ■ Commissioners should be instructed by the government 
to examine all Pacific Railroads receiving a subsidy from Govern- 
ment. It is unfair and unjust to select our road in order that 
other roads can make capital out of it, with hope of delaying 
our .progress. I will meet the Commission." 

Gen. J. M. Schof ields . Sec . of War, \ 

The Commissionews appointed to re-examine the Union 
Pacific Railroad' should, in justice to the government, be ordered 
to re-examine all the Pacific Railroads receiving a. subsidy in 
bonds. The Union Pacific R aiiroad is better constructed than 
any other and should not be placed in an unfair position by se- 
lecting it and learning all others out." 

Hon, Hugh McCul loch; Sec. of the Treasury, 

In justice to Government, the Cotimis si oners appointed 
to re-examine the Union Pacific Railroad should be instructed 
to re-examine all Pacific Railroads and branches, receiving a 
subsidy in bonds. This is right and just* "-"electing the Union 
Pacific Railroad alone, is a reflection that it is not so well 
built as the other roads. When the fact is, it is better built. 
1 have no objection to the examination, but let it apply to 
all the Pacific Roads and branches." 

(SI- 1 - /f^t 
9n U#e '10th I received the following fetter from Mr. House 

showing the work of Mr. Lane and Mr. LeRowe , two construction . 

engineers interfering with the work of the company: 



"We have been pretty lucky all summer. When we left loca- 
tion we beat the company out of $600 worth of grub, and one 
board bill from May 1st to October 1st was less than $50, We 
have our teams at work on the grade, two span of mules, at $8 
a day each, so you see we manage to keep even. Not satisfied 
with' that we turned contractors and set our teams at work hauling 
stone, and we built a culvert,, We worked very hard for four days 
and. a half and finisher! it netting each man- $71. We have gone 
into the real estate biS» also, Mr. Reed located a station hear 
here on land occupied ami owned by a Mr, Granger, He got us to 
lay out a town and we did so, Beceiving for our share one half. 
You can see he clidnt want to be at all hoggish. Now this site is 
considered by everybody to be the best this side of Laramie and 
quite a central point -being at the junction <fff Ham's and Black's 
Forks, and at the crossing of the road to the Sweet Water, In a 
few days the question will be decided whether the machine shops 
and round house will be located here or not. 2 

I send you this that you may see the rascality that ife being 
perpetrated on the road by the employees on construction." 

In my interview with Mr, Durant in Salt Lake, I tried to 

impress upon him the folly of our spending any money West of 

Promontory Point. 1 was satisfied that it would be impossible 

for us to reach beyond that point with the track, but he stormed 

a good deal about it, but finally sent the following dispatch 

to .r. H. C. Gray who was a representative^ g^^«J^ 

"Understanding that the Central Pacific and the Union 
Pacific RR Companies are both at work grading a section of road 
P iine fone hundred miles or more parallelt to each 

' oSEeS, make \2e blowing proposition to Prj^^J^ 8 ^ 

uuuoAf j. * m u ft-, p a-weraae cost oi tne line pei 

at Echo City." r 

on Atua parted Bast to the end of the track t* the line 

a „ d with Be were Messrs, Burant , Keen, ^aour , Root and a^renoh 
V #\ m nte SS an, Use « I was tittns K.bb *»«* aXon 8 for the 
%> purp „, lng of visits one of the hishops, her people asking » 
t0 do so. ,hen we reached the B«, i .-PP-- «» — 
„ oul d stop there. X «. - «- « **» '» "' «* ^ p 

„» ia not do for ma to aid her in es=a pl n g an, told her that 
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she would have to netnrn to the Bishop',- house. She protested ■ 
very strongly and I greatly Empathised with her.' I learned that 
they were trying to induce her to be sealed to one of the bishops 
as a plural wife, but I told her frankly that 1 could not help 
her escape from the territory hut that 1 would .trite to Brigham 
Young about the matter, which 1 did. I wrote him a very strong 
letter giving him all the facts in the matter. He stopped the 
marriage, I think, more from the fact that 1 did not propose to 
mfcke any publicity of the matter unless the girl was forced to 
accept this bishop, but if she did, the story had become so well 
known among my whole party that it would be impossible to keep it 
a secret. 

/Pi //// 
On tffcjTliithjkr. Biickensderfer wrote aie stating that he had 

received the appointment from JudfceOtte as Assistant Secretary 
of the Interior; that Budnutt had finished his work and the 
Union. -Pacific graders were at work from Surprise creek eastward; 
doing;' good work. The Construction engineers had full notes; that 
the Central Pacific graders were just commencing at Surprise 
Creek and from Terrace Pass Eastward were working in full force. 
Much of the line from Terrace Pass to Red Dome is graded and east 
of this still more is done. The Central Pacific have followed 
our line closSly for much of the way.; on both slopes of the Red 
Dome had destroyed our location, he decided not to replace our 
stakes as they would have to be placed on their work and undoubtedly 
would be taken away again. He notified Judge Otto of his acceptance 
of the commission and stated to me in his letter that he was 
not especially desirous to accept this commission , but had great 
confidence in my judgment of the propriety of the course. 

On furt 12. th 1 received an- answer from Secretary of the 



Treasury t McCullough to my dispatch as follows i 

"1 understand that all the Pacific Railroads are to be examined 
again. The Union 'pacific first because the advances to it are 
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On the 12th of October*- j^r, Blickensderfer wrote ma as 

"Since writing my pre Yi eras note-, I have been thinking more 
about your account of Durant, Seymour & Co., and their statement 
in regard to location, etc. You will remember that 1 telegraphed 
you at an early flay that contractors were making no preparations 
to begin work in Weber narrows and at the tunnels, and it is true 
that the location at both those places was ready before contrac- 
tors were on ground or had shanties or tools. Weber Canon was 
ready on 10th of June as I have heretofore advised you, and-,1 say 
head of Echo, rim of Basin and all important points were ready 
"before contractors were ready or had men and tools on geound, 
unless we make an exception of Miller and Patterson and John V, r . 
Young, who might possibly have worked a few men 24 oe 48 hours 
before they did, but not more. Seymour's and Reed's interference 
with my parties kept Weber narrows , tunnels and 7 <eber Canon back 
at least a week or ten days; but the fact is, they would not 
work in Weber Canon when it was ready, simply because they had 
determined not to construct my location if they could avoid it fi 
and held off in hopes of compelling or accomplishing a change. 

On fete 12th I rode to Ogden with iir. Durant. He instructed 
mo to locate the road- from Ogden to Salt Lake;- one on the table 
land and another ne.?:t to the lake. 

On -trhe^lSth 1 examined the line to the head of Echo and drove 

to Bear River. 

On «t© M tn I rode over to Reynolds and Darling's workj^their 

sunroiitccut. -■ ' Bent needs his force. Drove to Chrismon's camp and 
saw Evans, McGregor and Carmichael. Am confident grading will be 

out of way. 

On ttie 15th I rode to Whitman's camp and stopped all night. 
Bridges at Black's Pork, Ham's Fork, &c. slow. Need more men and a 

better organization. 

• On 2^1 6th 1 rode to the end of the track at Bryan. Seymour 
saw that he had no doubt that Congress would rip up the Commission- 
ers report, whatever it might be. 

On tteTr/Ui I went by rail, to Benton. 
On Snt"l9th Mr. Ames wrote me s \^^ %o^Jter~ ■ 
-Gen. Barnes starts today fro. Haw York to^oln. Ma^ 
mission to examine the road . I ^ ^f e ^ witn him . The Dr. 
road. He takes out Dr, Chaff ei °*£ l \£ 'their Secretary, as they 
thinks that the Commission wil ™ke 'ion V£ appointed ' . 
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f I understand their instructions embrace not only the examina- 
tion of the road, but they also have authorized them to decide the 
location west of Salt Lake » and fix the line on which the two 
roads shall run, so that no grading may be lost. Blickensderfer 

knows these lines and is just the man to decide this question 
properly. /I hope you will be able to make such an impression 
upon them as to the road and the location where they have to decide 
it as will induce a favorable report. 

1 received your favor of Sept. 25th, from Humboldt Wells. The 
ndw location you have made I understand is entirely superior to C.p. 
R.R. location', and there can be no doubt of its adoption on a candid 
examination of its merits. It is fortunate, that we have the line so 
recently surveyed, and that we have the privilege while the survey 
is 'so fresh in 'vour mind to present it to the Commissioners." 

0n fcftg isth I met. General Warren and Ju*ge * to of the Interior 
Department at Sidney, enroute West; also Snyder and Webster, and on 
&tk 19th arrived at the Bluffs. 

On Tuesday the 20 tW, kr. John B, Alley, one of the Directors 
of the road arrived. ' He informed me that in July, contract with 
C. il. was breken and trustees are building riad and dividing profits 
pro-rata among the C.k. stockholders; that the Union Pacific stock 
holders had not consented to the contract and it is therefore 
void; that Hazard has commenced suit against Durant for amount of 
his subscription, Ur. Alley says Durant never spent the money he 
alleges he *1« ^ that what he did spend in Washington was paid 
to him t/iaaterh Division. Hazard has put an injunction on the 
stock mdon trusttes; that 50.0J* In profits has been paid on the 
Credit Mobilier stock so far and that they are entitled to two 
arenas of |10,000 each in secruties and, one of *15.000 up to 
August let. Mr. Snyder toldme he would leave as soon as he 
Jenad the road to Bryan, that he would not stand the fight and 
be crippled any lon g er; that he owed over 11,000,000; that the 
road was not paying its way and. the contractors not paying for 
hauling; that he did not think the road would pay when finished; 
that he is spewing large b.b for new machinery, shops, etc and 
that coal could be' laid on the cars for *8.60 per ton. 

0n October 20, Mr. Oliver A^es wrotejfj- £££^ d 

i +n SlWhave been received, 
"your several letters i^^erlorlt® of your line. I hear 
and we think they fully s f ^^nfsince he^.last^went out and suppose 
nothing from »r. ; Durant about line s^nce ^ 

that everything is ^fJttltJe the line, but I think the Dr. will 
ir; n ?t^t^r;:Lr g e d ri:ss al fhere is a clear case or e«or. 
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A „, J^° pe '^ m Wi 1 11 be able to so Present the line to commission- 
ers that you have located west of Salt Lake as to insure its 
adoption. It is very important to us to have this line far enough 
west to take in the Oregon branch. Y, r ith Biickensderfer on the ^ 
Commission, w ho has a thorough knowledge of the lines run there 
w 11 he but little doubt of the adotdon of your lino. Barnes 
seems quite favorable to our roat, and Dr. Chaffee 1 think 1b to 
be Secretary of the Commission and will do what he can to make a 
satisfactory report. We cannot over-estimate the value of a rio-ht 
decision on the road west of Salt Lake. You will have the' 1 with ° 
you a number of days and can shos theu your superior line and they 
must come to the conclusion that our line is the best and adopt it. 
It is important also that the Commission make an early report. 

Our bonds are bein§ withheld for tlv- report of this commission 
and we need them for Mxi work on the road and are now raising al 1- 
the money being used from private sources which cant hold out 
long." 

On the same date, 1 received the following letter from Mr. 



Jesse L . \"! i 1 1 i am s 
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In passing over the U.P.F.R. as 1 presume you will with the 
Commissioners, I respectfully ask you to note carefully any changes 
in location or grade from your final location, s-mfl inform me rwhat 
and where these changes are. I am apprehensive that without any 
formal and reported changes the constructing engineers in the hard 
cuts '•■ill quietly change the grade so as 'to increase it above the 
maximum on that particular division of road. In returning from 
Salt Lake, I found that the grade on the su;anit west of Twin Lakes 
had been increased ., to 82 feet with some changes at other points. 
So at Rattlesnake Summit the grade had been made 66 instead of 65 ft. 

The Secretary has given me an unpleasant duty here in reporting 
on cost of Daadj its indebtedness, li^t.of stockholders, dividend 
&c. 1 Shall not have much hearty ai^ from Brooks, and I have no other 
calling that amounts to a row of pins. 

I hope you and the Commissioners will lv-ve a pleasant trip. 1 
shall be home in ten days. 1 wrote by Mr, Barnes and also sent to 
Omaha a copy of report of my trip." 

On October 23rd , I went to Omaha and met Geo. Barnes and 
received his instructions. They are pretty strong, but do not 
think we will have any difficulty in complying with them. 1 had a 
long talk with Hoxie who said he would leave the line if Snyder did; 
that McOuIIura reported against the management of the road, condition 
of cars, lack of fuel, etc. They were greatly troubled in lew York 
because the Government was holding up the bonds on' the accepted 
road until th new commission reported and on 0<4 '24th iir.-Ames 

wrote me as follows: YVr^u^L %>o^J^y^ ■ 

"Your favor of 19th inst. is received. I am glad that you 
are on hand to escort Barnes out. We did what we could here to . 
f! e ,lH ff favorably in regard to the road, and I feel sure that 
vofoan satisfy that everything on the' road, has been *one^fully 
™tfa .the Generality of new roads. Barnes says. he does not expect 
7r Itslrt that we should take out the trestle work we have until 
H becomes unsafe, but it may be proper to lay aside a bim aufii- 
Piant to make the culverts and piers of bridges of stone, and 
generally to make it a first class road as 'rapidly as the decay of 
our wood work requires. 
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We are really now needing our bonds, and as we have now 80 
miles of road done on which we have received no bonds, nor can' we 
issue our xst mortgage bonds until we received the Gout., 'it virtually 
Meps #5,000,000 out of us which we have to raise in the marked to 
keep the road moving along. We ought to get the report of this 
commission at a very early day, and 1 think thev will have ' no dis- 
position to keep back their report. Dr. Chaffee, who goes out with 
Gen. Barnes, said to me that he supposed they would want a Secretary 
to make uptheir reports, that he would be with them -and would offer" 
to fill the position, and his compensation will be the sane as the 
Commissioners, He will make the report as favorable as the CoEunisa lon- 
ers allow, and will have it promptly executed, 1 hope we shall be able 
to get it in before Govt Commissioners get in theirs. 

TJhite is removed and Ytendell is appointed in his place and left 
for New York today, I understand he is on to squeeze us and will 
do everything in his power to force us to pay him smart money. Brooks 
and Rollins say he is an accomplished scamp, and we cant be too cau- 
tious in our dealings with him, 1 understand he proposes to examine 
as much of the road as possible and then delay the report on various 
pretests bo bring us feo short of money that we will come down in a 
very liberal sum. to have the report put in so we can get our bonds. 
100 miles of road which we shall probably have done before their renort 
is in would give us f 3,200,000 in each class of bonds, $6 ,400 ,000 
altogether. Thi interest on the Government will be |500 per day, 
which will be quite an inducement ,, if money should be tight (which it 
now looks like) for us to compromise for the report* He thinks that 
1 don't know that this is so; but we have heard that he proposes 
this s and his reputation is not above a resort to the basest prac- 
tices for money. 

The Commissioners sent out to examine the road are gentlemen 
of high character and we may expect justice at their hands. If we get 



see what excuse 
we can call for 



Blair ' s Oommis sion 



a prompt return of 



can 
their 



in their report early 1 dent 
have for delaying theirs and 
report. 

You say that the Doctor made a proposition to 0„P„R.R» to agree 
upon line of grading from Feber to Humboldt, and they agreed to meet 
Doctor if he desired. If this Commission have this power it will be 
better to have them exercise it and decide soon which line shall 
be adopted, Bliokensderfer must know exactly the best line and has 
al3 the information necessary, and his opinion will, I have no 
doubt, be entirely concurred in by the other commissioners, if the 
Dr. has met the C.P. .R and fixed I suppose they will concur, 
unless Bliokensderfer shall feel that the best line is not ag;:eed on. 

?Ie have had a meeting of Bridge Committee and they are now ne- 
gotiating with the other companies on the proportion they will take 
in the bridge. We have not yet agreed on the pt&ce to be paid or ap- 
proaches toVidge. Expect to be out after election to decide on 
approaches. " 

This change which Mr, Ames speaks of in the Commission for the 
examination of the completed road, of Mwde.10/: in place of Dr. 
White was made, as Mr. Ames suggested, to squeeze the company, 
as will be shown hereafter. 

if if 

On §<i 25th I started lest to .examine the road with the 

Commission. 

On'^f 26th, a passenger train west o'f North Platte was 
thrown off of the taack by a cow, which delayed us four hours. 

Onihh 27th we" reached Granger and lay there all day the 



28th, 



On $s£ 



39th the commissionerswere considering the question of 
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location *eat and decided the line was on the E oat practical 

route. 

On the 29th I received the following from Mr. Tapley, who 

was my local agent at Cheyenn- in .charge of the town lots. This 
letter shows the difficulty of satisfying everyone- In relation, to 
the sale. It was the policy of .the "company to give lots to any 
person whom they thought would he influential in their interest. 
There was no title to these lots, except the contract which we gave 
as the land was. claimed by the^ company. When-*fr.$r laid out towns' 
We?/ hoped they would -fall on the odd sections and belong to the 
Company, but laws were afterwards passed which validated these 
claims and made the title to the people good; The letter is as 
follows: • Q)^^-^^. 

"Your letter 23rd inst. this day received. 1 am pleased to 
hear you ha¥e contracted the building of a good hotel at this point, 
for it is one of the institutions we "are sadly in need of, and it 
will pay largely for the amount invested. 

Tour friends you speak of did not get up this far, they only 
came as far as the end ■ of the track, as the weat er was very bad,, 
I would have been glad to sho?/ them Cheyenne' and give them any 
information for you, and am satisfied I could have wade everything 
satisfactory. 

Seymour has been down, directly after your leaving, and was 
very reserved . He appeared a little independent and asked no ■ 
questions at first, and as a matter of course I volunteered him no 
service; however, he finally came around and made inquiries as to e 
the disposition of his lots, and I explained ks you directed £1,1 
not taken on your order" were thrown in market and exposed for 
sale . He was a little huffy, as he said he took only enuugh to make 
him whole on the. original reserve for. him. 1 counted him 97 lots 
that he had placed to his name. He was a little abusive, said he had 
a crow to pick ^ith you &c. but said he would not say to me his 
annoyances with you. Your opinion of him when here you need not 
change 1 think. He sold the lots you reserved for him in 590 for 
$1000 bonus and before he had recounted the money the purchaser 
realized $1,400 over the amount paid Seymour, and he did not rest 
•well that night I know. He complained very bitterly of me for not 
even advising him, as he was not aware of the value of property 
in that vicinity. 

Any friends -ou have who desire to dispose of any of their 
lots purchased at Omaha, if you send me a list and the price, 
terns, &c. complete I wil be pleased to serve them, and any 
further business you desire attention turn into my hands anri 
1 will promptly attend to it. Lots in 394 are good and perhaps if 
offered for' sale would go readily. In 358 they are not so. 
suitable for business locations. Sales' ar ■ very slow and will be 
T think until the road reaches here, when people will come in 
rapidly. 'Lots in 394 ought to bnng $500 to' $800 bonus, the buyer 
assuming the remaining payments. In 358, no Particular sale 
only for residences. We have been troubled within the last few 
tms with iumpers led by one Haskell formerly justice of peace at 
Omaha They held several meetings and adppted resolutions embrac : 
inp the R.Sfco. have no authority to sell and transfer any proper,* 
Irf Cayenne. The reasons are, the road has not reached and been 
received as far as Cheyene , that it is, not on a se otion of la n^ 
that will fall to them by survey as submitted, &c. I took no ■ 
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action until they had gone their full length and arrived on our 
lots in large numbers, then I made application to Stevenson as the 
Agent of the Company, requesting his assistance in protecting the 
property for the Company. 300 troops were sent and I pointed out 
the houses, &o . on our lots and they were all removed without any 
resistance. The parties causing trouble are from Julesburg and thp 
troops had orders to use them roughly if any resistance was 
offered, and they came prepared to do it. They held a meeting 
and abused Stevenson terribly, and they. will receive no mercy" 
at his hands if he starts for them. They threatened the destruction 
r, f his property here in the town, but he had a good plan laid for 
them. He has left 100 well armed men here and on notice can send 
500 more for the security of his property. I sent you a message which 
he desared to be forwarded'. I think Stevenson has his Irish up and ' 
if anything farther is attempted he will make a short work of 
them. He has' been here today and desires me to be sure and say to 
you th at he has some bad enemies here and they are men Bent here 
by the Government, and that they are men who work against the 
interests of the town and make dissatisfaction, and that they are 
disposed to his course and send all kinds of reports to Washington 
against him, as for instance the U.S. Commissioner; he is getting up 
a report saying Stevenson uses 'Government transporta ion for use 
of his officers and- men &c. Of course he does not fear the result, 
tjut wants you to write to Washington setting forth the facts as they 
really exist. 

We are all satisfied here in the office tli&t the very men who 
claim to be the favored men of the R.R. Company (Brown and O'Brien) 
are actually encouraging and aiding parties to squat on our property. 
Brown returned here so4®time ago ? and he was notified to come forward 
and pay for his lots, if not they would be sol*. He lied to me and 
1 was satisfied of it. He said he had a big coal constract with the 
Company and that Mr. House had written and telegraphe me to give him 
all the time he wanted on his lots, I asked House by telegraph if 
it was so. He -said he had made no such arrangements and that he 
had no contract to his kno?/ledge. He talked of me and the; -way I run 
Cheyenne when in Omaha and 1 told him today his case would be an 
example for his own information whether affairs were conducted 
as they had directed and furnished him copy of lir. House's telegram 
and stated 1 could not in any case vary in the least ■from the estab- 
lished rules. ' n . 

TI Je had near §100,000 worthof goods on the cars sniped from 
St Louis as far as Julesburg, and Snyder for some reason not known 
to'us turned them off the cars into the Nye Forwarding Co. to be _ 
hauled by teums to Che yew* when they were daily sending goods witnin 
20 miles of here, thereby involving an unnecessary expense of some 
15000 freight bills. Mr. Redd was vexed and did everything he could 
to send them by rail, but Snyder would not listen to it and turned 
them off I' 1 wa's obliged to pay so 1 coflld receive the goods, but did 
it under protest that J can recover damages. ■ 

Mr! Sfaotwell was here few days ago and presented sight draft . 
on me f rem Mr .House for some $1300 of the company funds, ,hioh 1 
■mid and will forward the check. 

P 1 will hear from you at an early date or at your ■ 
convenience". and hope you will favorably consider my last letter. 

The commissioners lay at Granger on «*& 30th and on « 51st 
started to examine the completed road, «fcrlword. On November 1st . 
they lay at the Point of, .Rocks. • -. 

On November 2nd, we' rem to 'Laramie, 'commissioners examining 
the line carefully. Location west of Fed Desert going M Bitter 
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Creek summit bad location. Changed curvature on O'Nell's linej change 
ought to be lightened In several places. Location just west of 
Rawlins opvin; 1 ;:" h? •.:, been changed and bad. The location frmo kiedicine 
Bow to-Lookoi.'.!. Station - 'by O'Neil, was bad, It, was ordered byw Seymour. 
Twenty miles of distance was .added to my original line "P/^Oooper 
Lakeland a good deal of curvature which O'Neil* put in could have 
been thrown out and lightened and more work taken, Mr. Bliokensderfer 
presented to the Commission the original located line. The Commission 
were disposed to blame me for this, change or criticise my action 
in relation to it. I presented to them my report on the two lines 
showing that I recommends Yery strongly the Brown line as against 
the O'Neil line, but th&t the contractors took the matter before the 
Board of Directors air" claimed that it would delay the track laying 
three months to put in the Brown line where the work was heavy and 
the grades were 80 feet. On the O'Neil line the grades were lower 
and the work lighter and it was under these statements that the 
Board of Directors finally adopted the O'Neil line. I was away and 
did not know of it until the line was nearly graded, but 1 showed 
the Commission -that in time, if it was thought necessary, that the 
original line could be built, which in fact, it has been since by 
the company and that 1 thought the decision was based on the question 
of time. The Commission, though, seeaied to think that the company 
couin have built the. original line as they were getting $48,000 a 
mile for. It and did not seem to be satisfied. What report that would 

make on it, 1 have no idea. 

On Nov, 4^ ran to I,ri,:e »oi* by noon. The Indians burned 
the bridge 90 miles ttSt of Lod S e Pole and tried to burn the 
trains. It is evidently bands going north with the intention of 
getting away from troops in the south. The 'location at. Julesburg 
looked bad to me. It seemed to me a tang,ent could.be run from the 
cut bluff to the curve west of Julesburg, but the commission made 

no criticism of it, ' • . 

On "BS^th/IL Commission examined all the new stone cul- 
verts which -ere considered very good for the Kind of stone used. 
I noticed the iron hridge over the river had no provision for 
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The U&a-fio. on east SWe of 3W^'f{|Us was tr,'f,-c,'*e(/ 

expansion ^-a arrived in Omaha at 9 T. M. and 1 spent the night"- ^ 
with Mr. Hoxie. ?~^~ 

Up- co Nov. 10th, -I was with the Commissioners answering- t*eir * ^ 

"3:1 j 



questions and gave them estimates on the cost of bridges and shops' ' ?4> 
west.' Mr. Barnes went home sick without signing the report. ^ 
General Warren and Blickensderfer were giving location their atten- ^ 
tion; also ballast, equiraent and snow fences. Mf. J. F. McOab©, vho<^ ■ 
I had set to work before I left Salt Lake connecting our located -lim* 5* 
with the section corners, wrote me from Salt ' Lake that he was having* * 
a great deal of trouble in running up the section lines and' informed j? ? 
me that the present U.S. Surveyor General of the territory told' him a 

from what he could learn the surveys were originally made very * » 

* 7 

roughly and that he had been told that a good deal of the land was &. 

never surveyed except in the office. ■ • ;V 

On' Nov. 11 th 1 received a. letter from Li. r. AiB.es sayin^ that they ^ 

? ? 

were anxious to get over the coad and to see the location of the p » 

ew. e 

c^ Missouri River Bridge and work commenced. He said; "You will ? ^ 

decide the Question of locations, as chief engineer of the company, a;>d ^ 

that Mr, Dillon, Duff and himself hoped to leave the first of next • s- P 

/ week for Omaha and examine fully the bridge matter on the ground ^ l 

• ft t 
and urged me to -get a report as soon as {jpssible from the Commission" rsl 

I received a letter from G&n, J. A. Williamson who had charge ^ 
of the towns west of the Green Biver that he had just returned from *- 
the Bear River to Evanston by way of Garter, the town which Mr. 
Durant had ordered Mb, O'Neil to lay out north of Bridger. He Aid 
not think there would be any demand for' .i*»4S-- at Carter, but that 
there would, be at Evanston, 

1 had determined to make Evanston a division point. Evanston 
was 10 miles fom the stage road and there was no road nearer than 
that distance. The crowd that was at Green River City had moved to 
Evanston and bringing the same influence to hear at Evanston that they 
did at that place . 

On Nov. 20th, 1 called Blickensderfer and showed him korris ' ■ ■ 
estimate on Promontory and he thought the 90 ft. grade should be 
adopted. 1 was anxious to get the opinion of the commissioners on 
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this grade. " because it was parallel to that of the -Central Pacific 

On ttte HOtli I received the following letter from Mr. McQabte ; 

"I have bre'n running from a point said to be a Section corner. 
The difficulty is that I can find no other corners which 'is necessary 
in retracing U.S. surveys. Could do no better if I started in Salt 
Lake City ; territorial surveyor never paid any attention to U.S. 
survey and territorial surveyor General acknowledges to us surveyors 
that if called on to locate- a piece of ground in- reference to section 
and township could not 4d? it. Party is idle. It is- useless for me to 
try longer to retrace U.S. Lines." 

On the 20th I also received a letter from Mr. Oliver Ames stating 
they wanted a map of the eleventh one hundred miles filed as the 
Commission declined to examine the 48th section to 920 miles because 
the tenth one hundred miles was not in. I had already filed a map -of 
the tenth one hundred miles but I iaiaediately filed another. 

On Nfctf- 25th I wired VI. ?. kcOabe who was still working on the 
section lines to start from the Temple block Salt Lake. If you can- 
do no better, rather have it certain than any doubts. You can run 
a line rapidly north until you reach Ui$y line. Try to get same 
variation of needle as on our section lines. 

On Mw. 27th i*lr."Duff and Dillon and I went to Omaha to meet 
the citizens and agree upon the right of way from the River west, 

for the bridge 

On N^- 28th still in consultation with the citizens. Mr. Edward 
Creighton told Duff and Dillon that the two months Durant was in the 
mountains he cost the company #250,000, and Mr. Evans, who came in, 
said there was no telling how much he had cost them. While Mr. 
Durant, was in the West, he lei^ to Mr. James A. Evans, who had 
finished his -work as Superintendent of Construction to Green River, 
the contract to build all the HowfcTruss Bridges west of Green 
River. This interfered with the Boomer contract and was very liable 
to give the company trouble," but it was^ let at a much less price - 
because Evans could get out all the short timbers for the trusses in 
-the West and save the cost of transportation, but I ha4, no doubt-' 

they wdull have to pay Boomer as much as the difference for his' claim, 
'When Evans took the contract, he did not know Boomer had a contract 

which he could construe as covering that territory. 

On December Isf ^received a letter' from Mr. Bliokensderfer who 

was then examining the .Kanaaa Pacific Branch of the Union Pacific, 
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as follows:- ' Q i i , 

"According to your request 1 write you, but 1 have not been 
able to learn anything definite on the subject yon desired me to write 
about, vizj the Indians.lt is said Sheridan is after them with a 
large force concentrating upon them from four or five different 
directions, They are south on the head of Arkansas or Canadian 
Miitber his forces are moving with the intention of striking their 
lodges.* 

No difficulty has been experienced on this road recently, 
although they will not run trains in the night west of Ellsworth. 
When we were out west on Friday ani Saturday last it was said a small 
party of some 20 Indians had been seen crossing the track day before 
going north. The fear is expressed that the Indians will scatter 
in small parties and thus evade Sheridan, but if seems to me 
scarcely possible that the women and children of the lodges will 
entirely escape him, and the warriors will hardly abandon their 
families altogether. It is said troops have moved from the end of 
the track, from Topeka, from Santa Fe and from Texas, as well as 
perhaps from some other points,* but of this you can ascertain as 
well ' in Washington as . from here , 

We have been over this road and are now preparing our report. 
1 can only say now that -this line is not either so well located or 
so well built except in its truss bridges which are. stronger than 
yours. Confidentially, 1 will say it is a shame that such very 
poor work as this is was ever accepted by Govt. Commissioners, 
and you need have no fears of ray or any full comparison between 
this" line' and- yours which will or- may ever be liiade . More hereafter. 

When at Wyandotte, Gen. %rren and I paid a visit to the Kansas 
City bridge. They are working vigorously at the foundations and I 
assure you have no small job before them. Their works are interesting 
and Mr, Ohanute seems a very energetic thorough man. Three piers 
are up and the foundations of the remaining three in full progress. 

We hop to get away from here this week yet," 

On 'December IsVT 'started for Washington with Messrs. Duff, 
Dillon, Boomer and William Sooy anith,«5upt. of the Missouri River 
Bridge building, on the -cars. 

On December 2nd, Mr, Reed wired Mr. Snyder that they would 
need' 100 jOOG ties West of Bear River crossing. He said, "it is 
rather rich after the assurance that we would have surplus ties 
West of Bear River. His order will reqire haul of ties average 
distance of four hundred miles. The track had been delayed the 
last four days from the non completion of grading and bridging* 
Fifteen miles of iron at end of track ready for Casement." . 

Onlfe^Bth M.r. House submitted _ the maps and profiles to the 
940 miles post and also those to the 960 miles post for the 

commissioners to examine. '■ 

0n ST 4 th Mr. Evans wired that they had 80 miles graded 
ahead of the track; cost of shops at Rawlins was #100,000 and the 
telegraph was completed 50 miles ahead of the track. 



On 



£r 4 th Mr. Evans wired that the track was at the 955 mile 
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post and weather good; every Indication that they would be a'ble to 
getover the head of Echo before snow. • ■ . 

On Saturday the 5th of HJetfeiiiber, 1868, I reached New York 
and had a meeting with, .the Board of .Directors. Messrs. Durant and - 
Seymour were in the lest, Ames, Duff andtiie balance .in New York. 

The commissioners made and filed their, report with the 
Secretary of the Interior and it will be found in the .'40th Congress 
4th Session House of Representatives, and in my reports. 

It was very favorable to ; the Union Pacific. In making 
comparison of the Union Pacific and. Central Pacific Locations it was. 
in favor of the Union Pacific in every point > lines and work ? and 
the report was a- great compliment to the Union Pacific Engineers. 
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In 1865, the Congress of the United States, passed, an act 

o 

amending the Union Pacific at, a section of which is as follows: 

(\ • 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled, that section ten 
of said aet of July second, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, be so 
modified and amended as to allow tho Central _ Pacific railroad company 
and the Western Pacific Railroad company, of California, the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, the Union Pacific railroad company,, eastern 
division, and all other companies provided for in the said act of the 
sec.ond of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, to issue their six 
per centum thirty years' bonds, interest payable in any lawful money 
of the United States, upon their separate roads. And the said com- 
panies are hereby authorized to issue^ respectively, their 'bonds to 
the extent of one hundred miles in advance of a continuous completed 
line of construction." 

Taking advantage of this section.; the Central Pacific railwaV. 

;' company formed a very ingenuous plan of filing their line as far East 

'"'\ as possible and getting it approved by the Interior Department, They 

claimed to have made their first reconnoissance in 1067 for the 

line they filed October 14, 1883, from the following letter of Kr. 



C. P. Huntington: 



lew York , Office of C.P.R.P., 
October 14, 18GB. 



Hon* 0. H. Browning, 

. See* of Interior, Washington, D,C. 

"1 have the honor to hand you herewith map and two profiles 
of the line of the Central Pacific railroad of California between 
Monument Point (north end of Salt Lake) and Echo summit (head of Echo 
canon), a copy of the report of chief engineer S s s, Montague, dated 
July 17, 1868, on the same; a copy of tho minutes of the Board of 
Directors of the company adopting the report; and the reports of the 
consulting engineer, Geo, S. Gray, June 20 and July 17, 1868, confirming 
the above. 

From these thorough and minute surveys we are convinced that 
the above -mentioned line is the very best possible one that can be ob- 
tained between the points mentioned and we respectfully submit the same 
to you and ask your approval of it. 

The railroad track is now laid to Reese River only one hun- 
dred and twenty -nine miles from Humboldt Wells, which is but one hundred 
and forty-two miles from Monument Point, at the north end of Salt Lake; 
and as the company have one hundred miles of road graded and ready 
for the rails, which, they are laying at the rate of *" three miles per day, 
and men at work grading on all the heavy work between the end of 
completed road and the north end of Salt Lake, 1 think it quite snf e to 
say that the Central Pacific Railroad will be in operation from the tide 
vrater of the Pacific to Salt Lake within eight v days from this date; and 
if the Hon. Secretary will approve the location as** per maps here 
presented, so that the company can get men and material on the heavy 
work before winter sets in (which, if clone this season, must be done 
soon) the road will be completed to Echo summit by the first of next 
June and the whole line between San Francisco and Omaha by the first 
of September, 186W; but this would require working three- sets of - 
hands in the tunnel, working day and night;" ' .• l 
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On octber 20th, ie88 s this map was accepted, by 0. H. Browning, 

'the Secretary of the Interior, and he wrote the following letter: 

0. P. Hungtindon, ■ Department of the Interior, 

ff.P.' r .F. p .R. of Cal., , Washington, D.C. October 20, 1868. 
New York. 

I have received your letter of the 14th instant and- accompany- 
ing map and profiles of the line of the Central Pacific Railroad of. 
California, from Monumental Point (north end of Salt Lake) to Echo 
Summit (head of Echo canon;); also, reports of ehief engineer and 
consulting engineer on same, with a copy of the minutes of the Board 
of Directors of the company adopting and approving of the location of 
the line of road between those points. 

tn view of the 2nd section of the act of Congress , approved July 
3, 1866, I hereby give my consent and approval to the location of said 
road according to the map and profiles mentioned. 

Very respectfully, your obt. servant." 

The Central Pacific Company had never run anything but a 
preliminary line to the hea<^ of Echo, This was run by Mr, Tves in 
1868, stakes were stuck 500 feet apart and Ives on reporting shows 
it was only a preliminary line. It had at the head of Echo' a tunnel 

of 2500 feet, 

When the Central Pacific people discovered that we were lifeble 

to reach Ogclen long before they did, in the fall of 1868, they took 
this preliminary line of Ives and, in the office, put in the curves 
and topography so as to make it a located line, and this was the line 
they filed. It was impossible to locate the line upon the ground 
as located in the map and the whole thing was a violation of the 
law in relation to the filing of lines, ■ It was a combination of 
the Central Pacific with the Administration for the purpose, as will 
appear further on, for obtaining bonds on the above section of 
country. As soon as the Union racific heard of this, they entered 
a protest. The Central Pacific charg's were that we were builindg 
a road very fast with temporary work, with the intention of covering 
ground ahead of our completed line. To meet this question of whether 
our line was temporary or permanent, on October 9th, a special 
commission was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior to exaimine 
'the road from Omaha to the end. of the track to*«ake a full report on 
lt , location, equipment, etc. and the amount of expenditure rehired 
to »ake it equal to a completed fir.t-ola« road. On the interval 
between the -end of tbe track »«Ueber canon they were to report the 
t direct, central and practical location; the interval between the 
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On November 23rd , the Commission made their report. It U 
long report and 1 only quo te from it sections -which are "applicabl 

to the case, they dividing their report; 

First, a general review of the natural feature's of the line 
from Omaha to the head of the great Salt Lake with regard to the most ' 
direct, central and practical location. 

Second, a review of the road and telegraph line, on struct ion 
between Omaha and the fest end of the track, with estimate sof the 
additional out-lay reqtiire4 to complete its construction and full 
equipment. 

Third, an estimate of the cost of construction and full equip- 
ment of the road from ?feber Canon to the head of great Salt Lake. 

Their report upon the first of these divisions was as follows: 

"The foregoing shows that the location of the Daato Pacific 
Railroad is in accordance with the law as a whole and. in its different 
partK s the most direct, central and practicable that could be found 
between Omaha and the head of r;, reat Salt Lake. 

On the second ? details of location: 

In considering more minutely the points to which by your 
instructions our attention has been directed, and in regard to which 
we are specially required to report, the location In its details 
naturally presents itself first. Although generally the line is well- 
adapted to the ground, there are points where the full capabilities 
of the country have not been developed, and others where, in its details 
the location is radically wrong. Gases of thi" kind occur on the slopes 
of the Black Hills, in the vicinity of Hazard, Granite canon, Dale 
Creek Bridge and Red Butte station, also on Rock Creek and near Red 
Desert station, and on Black's Fork, j/ 

In a majority of these cases the prevailing idea seesmt^o have 
been to diminish the cost of the work by the introduction of a greater 
number and sharper curves than the circumstances required, the saving 
in cost having been very sma?l in comparison with the permanent injury J 
to the road. In some other instances no 'very clear motive for the 
course taken presents itself. We are advised that among these cases are 
somewhere, in the construction of the road, the location as made by 
the chief engineer was disregarded .In view of the rapid prosecution j 
of the work this may have been admissibl ,e but cannot justify a 
permanent adoption of the line as built. True economy and the best 
interests of the road require alterations and improvements to be made 
in the line in all these cases , and the probable cost thereof has theref : 
fore been estimated," ' j 
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On the 3rd point they made the following report:- 

"In estimating the expenditure which will be required In order 
that the road, so far as "built, may be rendered equal to a fullv com- 
pleted first class railroad, we have considered each class of work 
required In as much detail as circumstances and the desire expressed 
in our instructions that our report he made with the least practicable 
delay, would aloow, and in deciding on the pobable amounts required, we 
have been governed by the results of our own observations, taken in 
connection with data obtained from the profiles, maps and other sources, 
of infromation derived from the company. -The estimate is as follows: 
Chaning locations to improve line and diminish 
curvation at Black's Fork, Red Desert, Rawlins, Rock 
Creek, Red Buttes, Dale creek, Granite canon and 
Hazard, not including cutting off large bends on Rock 
Creek ------------------_-..--.. $200,000 

Completing embankments to full width , filling trestle- 
works (8 l/2 miles) and ripraping- ---------- 240,000 

Completing excavation of cuts to grade out Black's 

Fork, Bitter Creek, &c . , &c . , - - - - -- -- -- - - '20,000 

Reducing grades between Omaha and Elkhorn, to conform 

with condition on which change of line was approved 245,000 

585,000 cross- ties, to replace those of cottonwood timber, 

including transportation, removal of old ties and placing - 

new In track, at |l - - - - -----------1 525,000 

Ballasting, including transportation, lifting track, 

placing material, surfacing and readjusting track, 

and curving rails, 890 miles ------------- 910,000. 

70 abutment and 26 pier foundations, including exca- 

teating, piles, grillage, and securing with riprap s at 

$1 , 500 ---:------ _--,------- ( -- 144,000, 

50,480 yards masonry in abutments and piers, at |l5 . 457,200 

§,450 lineal feet Howe truss, viz., 49 spans of 150 

feet, and 11 spans of 100 feet, at $45 --______ 380,250, 

Supplying 121 openings of trestle-work of 50 feet length 
and tinder, between Omaha and North KLatte , with permanet 
'works of masonry and girders, at $500 -------- 60,500,. 

Supplying 254 openings of trestle-work of 50 feet length 

and under, between North Platte and end of track, with 

permanent works of masonry and girders, at $900 - - - 228,600. 

Supplying 184 openings of trestle-work averaging 105 feet 

each, "with permanent stru.otu.reB of masonry and girders 

or short trusses, including foundations at $1,500 - - - 276,000 

Renewing Dale Creek bridge or replacing same by embank 

ment and arched' water-way -----------_- ~-~ 100,000. 

probable expenditure for additional water-ways in Mary s 
Creek, Bitter creek an- 1 other paints not provided for, and 
renewing and enlarging stone culverts - - - ----- -100,000 

60 new passenger locomotives for through travel on openigg 

of road, at $14,000 ------------------- 840,000. 

Thorough repair, say of one-third of locomotives, used 
in construction and on hand when road is opened, say 50 

at $3,000 each ----- ------"-":"% ibU * uuu ' 

44 new passenger cars, for through travel on opening of ^ ^ 

S^aggage^reas and ,a il^/ai i^BOoV-W- j^OOo' 

MtioSaf L^Stfve^Salis; ^$4,000 " ;" ; = -" *oV,000 

Oonieting shops at Cheyenne, additional shops at Bryan, 

Sf enSging P shops at Omaha, with tool* for Cheyenne ^ ^ 

fddmonaf wateTstaMon; ana" probable additional ex- 
penflUu?e to secure full supply of water between Raw- ^ 

lins and Bitter Creek- --------- .„„ 75*000 

Additional station buildings ------- ^ Bq'oOO 

Additional snow fences --------- _ _ 50*000 

Additional fencing against stock ------ ___ -^IWVSO™ 

3 Total- - - - — - i* ..■'..■•; ,.^- , 
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The foregoing estimate is confined to the 890 miles of roar! from 

Omaha to 'the end of the track, and is a statement of the expenditure 

deemed necessary' to complete the construction and equipment of that part 

of the road ready for the traffic to be thrown upon it when the line in 

opened to California, It is based on the road and equiment as we found 

them, gnd no allowance is made for works in progress, or for materials 

and equiipents ordered or reported in transitu for delivery or already 

delivered , except so far as already placed in position in the s true Wires 

themselves » ' 

The estimate being made with reference to the 89 : .. miles only, it 

does not, of* course, afford any criterion of what may or may .not be 

required on that part of the line extending from the end of the track to 

Taber Canon, on which v r e understand our (instructions as not requiring an ■ 

estimate of any kind, 

III. An estimate of cost of construction and fully equipping the 

road from Weber Canon to the head of Great Salt Lake. 

The estimated amount require-" 1 for the construction an- 1 full oqul.,.™ ' 

ment of the road from the mouth of "eber canon to the head of Pre at "alt 

Lake, is as follows: 

For grading an^ bridging, including masonry and' 

foundations complete, 96.3 miles, at $ll,5GJ2fo per nile $1,107,450, 

Superstructure, including rails, fastenings, spikes, 

ties, track- laying and ballasting, with six per cent 

of sidings, 102 miles, at, $17,000 per mile -----.. 1,734,000, 

Equipment, including motive power, rolling stock, 

engine houses, turn-tables, shops, tools,' water stations 

and station buildings, 96.5 a lies at $7,000 per mile 674,100 

To t a 1 --—^—g.^^ 

Taken as a whole the Union pa-ific Railroad has been well con- 
structed. The general route for the line is exceedingly well selected 
crossing the Rocky mountain ranges at see of the most favorable nasses 
on the continent add possession capabilities for each grade rnd favorable 
alignments unsurpassed by any other railway 'line on similarly elevated 
grounds. The energy and perseverance with which the work has" been urred 
for-ard and the rapidity with which it has been executed, are without" 
parallel in history. In the grandeur and magnitude of the undertaking 
it hns never been equalled, and no other line comores with this in the arid 
an* barren character of the country, it traverses, rfvinn- rise to un „ 






asms &r&™ ! H e r ? f ¥ i r - r --" -- 1 ---^. 

it would be had eerioSs deficiencies Sen^f 30 f6W / lefects exist, than " 
and the country has reason tS cS^?ati^M?e H^?? f re J ue ^ occurrence; 
national importance is so rapi"^ & anp Joachln- eoml^?^ ^ great Work of 
able auspices, ■ l " d ^.ioacning comletion under such favor- 

G. K. Warren, Bvt . Maj» Oen . u. ' a 
J. Blickenscterfer Jr., Civil En^r "' 
^o ^mes Barnes, Civil Engineer," ° ' 

011 0Ct ° ber 2Cth V- ' °. D -t, the Vice President of the lTnion 

PaC t ifiC RailPOad C °™ "^ "» 'ollow^ protest against the ^^ 
ment pf kr, Blickensrlerfer: 
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End of U.F.R.R. Track, Oct. 29, 1868. 
To the President, : " 

Washington. 
One of the commissioners appointed to re-examine the Union Pacific 
Railroad, no?/ completed, and also ;to examine! the location of the line 
west thereof, has "been for some time in the employ of this company as 
Civil Engineer, and located that portion of the line above referred' to. 
I- would, therefore, most respectfully suggest, that the Commission be 
composed entirely of disinterested persons, believing their decision 
will be more satisfactory to the Government, the stock-holders and the 
public, and relieve all parties from unfriendly criticism.' 1 

The raising of our grades and the comments he had made, had 
given the ammunition to the Central Pacific for its attacks upon our 
location, and Mr. Durant began to -see the fruits of his efforts. 

On. January 25th, 1869, the Secretary of the Interior appointed 

a Commission to examine the Central Pacific railroad. This commission, 

composed of Sherman Day, R. S. Williamson, and Lloyd Tevis, found 

that it was necessary to have f310 f 000 to complete the Central Pacific. 

It was a white-washing report. As soon as 1 found they were to make 

a comparison of the two roads, I immediately appealed to the Secretary 

of the Interior by the following letter. 

: January 'll, 1889, 

Hon. 0. H. Browning, 

Secretary of the Interior: 
My dear Sir: 

If there is to be a comparison -of the two roads made, 1 suggest 
that the same commission examine both roads --not have two separate 
commissions, as then no accurate 'comparison would be made* It is 
simply justice to both companies that this be done* 

;Hesp@ctfully» 
G. M. Dodge, 

Chief Engineer. 

In response to that appeal, Mr. Browning on January 14th 
Sfjpointed* Major General C. K, Warren and J. Blickensderfer' of the 
Commission, which examined the "Union Pacific and added Lt, Col. B. S. 
Williamson, U.S.A. who was on the 'Central Pacific commission and L.M. 
Clements, a civil engineer in the employ of the Central Pacific. 

They made their report on May 14, 1869 to J. B. Cox, the then 
Secretary of the Interior. 

The instructions of this ; committee were as follows ; 

Washington, D. C. Jan. 14, 1869* 

"The acts of Congress providing for the construction of the 

railroad between Omaha and Sacramento require i^s location upon the 

most direct, central and practcable route. 

The approaching completion of this national thoroughfare and the 

disagreement of the companies engaged in its construction touching the 

best route between the completed portions of their respective roads, 

require, in the opinion of the President, the authoritative adoption of a 

route located as directed by law, and to vhich botn companies should 

conform. For the purpose of examining and reporting upon this and other 
matters, you have, by this order, been appointed special commissioners 

to' act under the instructions of the Secretary of the Interior, 
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"Yo'U will, therefore, meet on the 25th instant, at Great Salt Lake 
City, After repairing to the western, terminus of the completed track 
. of the Union pacific Railroad Company, you will proceed to make a 

careful and thorough examination of the ground situated between it' and 
the couple ted track of the road of the Central Pacific Railroad Company 
of California, If either of the existing routes between thos<- termini is 
in all respects unobjectionable, you are at liberty to adopt it. If not 
you will make a new location. In either case in order that the depart- 
ment may act advisedly in the premises, you will report to as, specifi- 
cally, as well the facts elicited by your examinations as the reasons 
which have governed your conclusions, . and transmit an accurate map and 
profile of the route which you determine to be the most advantageous. 

You will also designate a point at which the two roads will 
probably meet in the construction of a completed line. 

The companies will furnish 3?ou with the maps and. profiles, 
prepared by their surveying parties and engineers. It may not be 
indispensable for you to extend 3"our surveys over the e\ tire ground 
above referred to. You should at all events, thoroughly test the 
accuracy of the companies maps and profiles, and be In possession of 
all the facts which will enable you to determine the question touching 
Mie said- route. 

After completing your investigations, and reporting to this 
department thereon, you will forthwith repair to Sacramento, California, 
and proceed to make an examination of said roads. In performing this 
duty, and submitting a. report, touching their location, construction 
and equiment, and the expenditure necessary to brinrr them up to the ' 
required standard of a fully completed first-class road, you will, as 
far as they are applicable, be governed by the instructions of this" 
department bearing date respectively ^he 9th and 15th davs of October 
last past, a copy of which is herewith transmitted. 

Your per diem and mileage will be it the rates mentioned in +hose 
instructions to be paid by the companies in such pronortion as thi* 
department shall deSermine. ' * 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. D « Cox, Sec. of Interior'.' 

Their first examination was on the disputed territory between 
Ogden and loans rass, over which both lines v 6 re building and after 
a detailed comparison of the two lines they make the following report: 

,. t , "Comparing these quantities, it. will be seer: «... t th» lino 

is a :fS^ C Sf i'lonaer *» 7865 feet. The total ofl'teaLe^ 

s VoTiL r legits i l r sr; s°n at e heVit,"; ? he 

tune is shorter by 9S4 fee An* iL JaSLj „ a s b^i " t 1° L?™' 
and East, are in access of those on the line Sf fffi**" "'-' ---' ^ S 8Sl - 
therefore, submit to the Department th-t the ! ,„1 V T" Co ''* a »5' '"" . 
Union Pacific Company between 0% ^n ToS, C^" '^ 5 P" • 

tSISfSiSI a^Sin^c^i^ f?i \Q? T ^-3^^ lB ■ 

between those points." & 1S eniltled to the preference 

On the 2nd question, the examination of the Central r acifi c 
Railroad on their criticism of its locAtion was as follows: 

possibly, t\e fX Sl^^i^t t i^%\%SV rt S b aorSS %**• ^T^ ' V" h 

it is not fortunate in +hp ap+mIo ^ part, across tne oierra Nevada) ■ 

afforded by the ro^ha"™ not aSays been realize ? & ¥f the advant 4es 
is excessive ann needless! v ,w« JL ff realized. The curvature 
ascents and ^escen m&LUn?? art Svp^ «°S gh ° Ut a large P orti °^ the 

an, 0f probable ascenft U^^Tl^"^^ S^eT ' 



-846- 

made- to secure low ruling grades, and thereby at once diminish the 
demand for motive power and cheapen the coat of oneratin<- the* mad 
Grades of 70 to 80 feet per mile are often introduced, where one of 53 
feet per mile would have been ample, and grades of 53 feet per mile 
where not more than half that rate of ascent was required. The" most 
striking instance is in Mie Humboldt valley, between Humboldt Lake' 
and Humboldt Wells, the difference of elevation of which is ] 111 
feet, involving in a distance of 290 miles of road, in this most' 
practicable valley, a loss of elevations greater than that of the 
summit of the Allegheny mountains above the Atlantic seaboard and 
requiring trains to be hauled up an aggregate of ascents more than 
equal to that on the principal lines between the eastern const and the 
Ohio River Valley-, In the Sierra Nevada, likewise, the alignment 
is more serpentine, the curves are more numerous and of shorter 
radii than the nature of the country requires, although there is here 
no loss of elevation, and the gradients could probably not be mater- 
ially reduced. Between Humboldt Wells and the end of * the track, a 
better curvature location could also have been secured, reducing both 
the grades and curvature ' very materially. -This is known from an ex- 
amination of the surveys of the Union pacific Railroad Company, which 
extended westward as far as Humboldt Wells, There is no doubt that a 
careful and judicious location of the line would reduce the length from 
ten to twenty miles, diminish the sum of its deflections by a very large 
amount, very much improve the character of the craves, avoid several 
thousand feet of ascents and descents, and furnish a road which could be 
operated at a greatly diminished cost, It would materially reduce the 
time within whi h trains could pass over the road with safety, permit an 
increase of from 30 to 50 per cent in the loads which engines could haul 
over the greater part of the distance, and in every way enhance the 
dommereial value of the road. It may be supposed such a location would 
involve heavy work and excessive co t. But ,this is not the case; for an 
examination of the official profiles will show that in the Humboldt Valle 
where the greatest changes would occur, the work is exceedingly light. 
For many miles the average height of embankment does not much exceed 
twelve inches; the grading of an entirely new line,, properly located, 
without reference to the present, would cost only a very moderate sum, 
and the total abandonment of the present line wherever necessary, would 
not occasion a serious loss. Under no circumstances could the work 
between the east end of the track and Truckee station, comprising four- 
fifths of the entire line to Sacramento, be 'considered expensive; cer- 
tainly iot, in comparison with that on eastern roads, where much heavier 
work is performed to satire smaller advantages. Even in the Sierra 
Nevada where the work is expensive, many ameliorations can be secured 
with comparatively small outlays'.' 

In estimating the deficiencies on the Central Pacific Road 

between Sacramento and its 551 mile post, they reported as follows: 

Correcting errors of location, reducing curvature, 

lengthening radii of curves, reducing grades, and 

obviating loss of elevations ---'-------- $1,600,000. 

Completing excavations and embankments to full 

width and increasing height of embankments - - - - 152,000, 

Completing the grading of side tracks ------- 14,000 

17,500 additional ties for sidings, including spikes 

and laying, at |l - - - ___.---.---- 17,500. 

5,255 yards bridge masonry, including preparation of 

foundations and materials therefor, at |16 - - - - 84,080. 

1, 200 lineal feet Howe truss, Sac. &.B.C. at $35 - 42,000. 

Supplying 182 short openings of trestle* work in 

Humboldt '"valley with permanent works of masonry 

and girders, $8n0 ----------------- 44,800. 
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probable expenditure for additional water-ways at 
points not provided for, and renewing badly-built 
Culverts -------------------._- | 50,000. 

504,000 yards embankments, filling trestle works 

and approaches to bridges, at 40 cts. ------ 201,600., 

Arching, 1705 lineal feet tunnels, at $100 - - - - 170,500. 

Ballasting, including transportation, lifting 

track, placing materia' , surfacing and re-adjusting 

Track, and curving rails where necessary, 551 miles 626,800. 

Thorough repair of part of locomotivesused in 

construction, on hand when road is opened for 

through business, say 20, at 13,000 -------'- 60,000. 

48 new passenger cars for through trade, at $6,000 288,000, 
20 baggage, mail and express cars, $3,800 ----- 76,000. 

300 box cars, $900 - - - __-.-_--....___ 270,000. 

Transo faring 800 platform cars, part of stock 

on hand, into box cars, at $150 ---------- 120,000, 

Engine houses, or locomotive stalls, shops and 

tools, with tur ■ tables at Colfax, summit, Truckee 

Waciaworth, Argent I, and Humboldt I'ells, vith 

smaller intermediate engine houses and turn tables 400,000. 

Additional water stations and wood and coal houses 

and enlarging water tanks ------------ 82,600. 

Additional ststion buildings, section houses and 

other accommodations for employees --------- 137,500 

Total---------------------- 47~ : 4§37330~r" 

The foregoing estimate is confined to the 551 miles of road 
from Sacramento to the enn of the tfack, and is a statement of the 
expenditure dee.ned necessary to complete the construction an r1 equip- 
ment of that part d>f the road ready for the traffic, when the line 
is opened through to connect with the Union racific railroad. It is 
based on the road and equipments as we found them, and no allowance 
is made for works in progress or for materials and equiipents ordered 
or reported in transitu for delivery, or already delivered, except so 
far as already placed in position in the structures themselves. It is' 
believed by us that some of the deficiencies are being supplied bv the 
company as rapidly as practicable. J 

In considering the location of the Union pacific between the 

890th mile post to end of track, near Ogden, which Central racific had 

filed its line over, the commission reports as follows: 

"Between the 890th mile and the end of the track near O^en 
the road is well located. It wan observed however, thai, in severs V 
cases the Ln of the road as constructed varied considerable from" 

iw? C nJi? n . a ? madC by the chief engineer and as shown on the com- 
pany s official maps and profiles, cppies of which are filed in the 

cTel iTth, TheSe . + case ; + 0CCUr near Mansion, near the moll o? Lost 
Creek irt the vicinity of tunnels numbered 3 and 4, in Round V? h.r 
near Peterson's roint, in vicinitv of Dev-n • « r,t L t„* I Vai ley 
and Ogden. * e were not advise? whv°?he ro^ad wa" no ^f^^eret 
located line, and the onlv Pnnarent LL™ L : \ blult on the 

to have been'a desire tc effSSf Taav?" ?n he cos? of^ fr °? " 8eeas 

a result not always -ttainp-i o«? ™£ V? of construction, 

menaurate with the damag^ Lflield ^ Ke°^ 8he ? ?" "? inStance C ' m ~ 
In every case shorter radii are used ™S *£ ; ° m - a T cial value of + he road 
distance and curvature*^ ^ ^n^f^^^^ ^^ - 

On their estimate on the Union Pacific for deficiencies from 
Omaha to the 1035 miles, near Ogden they made a total of $6,771,710 
as stated , 
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in their final report dated Sov. 18, 1888, they comment on 
the Union Pacific as follows: 

"The $6,771,710 estimate is .confined to the 1,035 miles of road 
from Omaha to the end of the track and is a statement of the 'expenditure 
deemed necessary to complete the construction and equipment of that 
part of the road, ready for the traffic when the line is opened through 
to connect with the Central pacific railroad of California. It is 
based on the road and equipments as we found them, and no allowance is 
made for works in progress or for materials and equipents ordered or re- 
ported in transitu for delivery or already delivered, except so far 
as already placed in position in the structures themselves. 

It is believed by us that some of the deficiencies of the 



-848- 



road are be ins supplier] by the company as rapidly as practicable." 

These two reports settled all questions of location and 
construction of the two roads in favor of the Union Pacific but the 

question of the acceptance of the line was still undecided. 

/ Government Director, 

On August IS, 1Q||8, Mr. Jesse L. Williams reported to the 

Secretary of the Interior on the estimated cost of the Union 

Pacific Road s as follows: 

Ft. Wayne, Inrt., Nov, 14, 1868, 

The near- approach to the meeting of the two Pacific railroad 
companies, with their respective lines of track, thus opening railroad 
traffic, across the continent, gives importance to every fact bearing 
upon the success of this g reat national work. The manner of its 
construction, the degree of its completeness, and the probable cost 
as built, are believed to be points of special interest .with the 
department at the present time. • 

Hitherto, much uncertainty has existed as to the cost of a 
railroad crossing the western half of the continent. The topograph- 
ical surveys made by order of Congress in 1854, could, in one season, 
but partially develop this vast unoccupied region. Its adaptation 
for railroad constructions and the possiblity of avoiding the rugged 
mount in districts by favorable east and west valleys, could be 
determined with certainty only by the definite final location. From 
the progress made in construction, the cost can now be estimated with 
sufficient certainty for any pnnposes of the department. 

Having j as a member of the locating committee, passer! over the 
line adopted? and having taken some notes during the careful profess- 
ional examination of the entire work to Salt Lake in July last, under 
your instructions, it seems proper, under the thirteenth section of 
the amendment act, to report any facts obtained, throwing light upon 
this subject. This statement, so far as it bears upon the cost, may 
furnish the same information, but in different form, with that sought 
through the "ov eminent directors by your letter of 7th October last. 

It now seems probable that in the division of the work between 
the two-' companies, this company will build to some point near the 
northern extreme of Salt Lake. Assuming the place of meeting to 
be a little west of Monument Point, supposed to be the best point for 
the junction of the projected Oregon branch, the total length of line 
built by the Union Pacific Company will be about 1,100 miles. 

The cost of the road as shown on the books of the company, is,, 
of course, equivalent to the contract price per mile, which for the 
first 900 miles, has heretofore been reported. Whether the last 200 
miles has be.en let to the same contracting company, or is being 
built directly by the railroad company, I am not informed, but as 
heretofore built and accepted by the commissioners. But the actual 
cost to the contracting company, understood to be an a ssociation 
embracing most of the larger stockholders in the railroad company, 
is shown only by their private books, of which the government directors 
have no knowledge, In the present unfinished state of the wofek, even 
a full statement of the expenditure to date, by the contracting 
company, would throw little light upon, the cost of the entire line. 
On this pointaa more satisfactory view' can now be presented by an 
approximate estimate from the most . accrua'te data available. A 
summary of such estimate for 1,110 miles l herewith submit, it does 
not include the whole cost as the road should 'be completed: 
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ESTBiATE. 

Grading and bridging 1,110 miles, including 

trestle-bridging, also, Howe truss-bridges, and 

stone culverts so far as built or commenced - - $10 .981 ,492 . 

Iron rails for 1,110 miles, delivered on west side river 

at Omaha, including six per cent of length in 

sidings -------------------- 10,972,837. 

Spikes, chairs, fish-plates, switches &c . deli- 
vered at Omaha for the same length of road - - 1,118,923. 
Transportation of Iron rails, chairs ,- spikes , &c 
from Omaha to the track- laying party, averaging 
near 550 miles, including hauling out ties from 
Omaha, Laramie and other points of de' ; ivery, 

with other miscellaneous transportation - 2,228,069. 

Gross -ties for 1,110 miles, with sidings as above 
delivered at Omah^ , Laramie and other points of 
distribution, about 3,000,000 in all, of which 
probably 1,850,000 are mountain pine, 150,000 
cedar, 250,000 hard-wood and 800,000 cotton-wood 2,942,500. 
Track-laying 1,110 miles, as per contract, 
including sidings and probable allowance for 
delays --------------------- 1,160,000. 

Equipment on 1,110 miles, including rolling stock 

shops j stations, &c . estimates at same rate per 

mile as on first 710 miles ----------- -6,438,000. 

Add cost of preliminary surveys and final location 

from 1865 to 1868, inclusive, not Including land 

and twon site surveys, probably about ------ 750,000. 

Add also for engineering and contingencies on 
construction, general expenses, interest on capital 
advanced at commencement of the work, &c , say - - 2,000,000. 
Telegraph line 1,110 miles, as it is being built 333,000. 
Total - ---------------.... f-3878"2l^8l''r:~-^ 

Average per mile, $34,977.32. Average per .:iile for 1,110 

..^iles of track-superstructure, including sidings, and a fair propor- 
tion of the allowance for contingencies, $17,000. 

The prices fixed are considered a liberal allowance for what 
has been actually paid to the sub-c6ntractors, and for materials 
purchased, no covering the second prof it ■ which, of course, is due 
to the Intervening contracting company. 

The prices affixed are considered a liberal allowance for 
what has been .actually paid to the sub-contractors, and for materials 
purchased not covering the second profit which, of course, is due 
to the intervening contracting company. 

In this tatement of cost, the bridging, equipment and general 
finish, as I found these items up to August last on the first 710 
miles, including shops and station buildings thencommen cSd is taken 
as a basis for the whole line. All permanent bridges and stone cul- 
verts, since substituted in place of- temporary trestle-work, together 
with the truss-bridges proposed on the Weber river, are also included 

The degree of confidence to whi-h an estimate of such magnitude 
is entitled can be better determined by stating its elements. The "ma in 
items, such as Iron, ties, track-laying, * c . being matters of public 

S??J r fS S? -, PUrC ? aSe i Can vary.buttlittle. These constitute over 
half the whole estimate. The items less certain are the Prartin* ■ 
bridging, trestle work, equipment and general contingencies ' Of' the 
aufficiency of these every practical engineer acquaint^ °Uh ?he 

route a 11 form his own opinion. As respects the *ratfinp- an* trestle 
work, the engineers who made the final location could, ?rom the ? notes 

make a more accurate estimate. The difference, however, could not 
materially change the general comparison between -the actual outlay and 
means provided. •' J 

fhp r ^J n oTf s ? ttleme nt between the board and the contractors, for 
the first 246 miles, reaching to the 100th meridian, marie in r-ecember, 
1866., the cost of iron rails delivered at Omaha was found to be near 
floo per ton. This istaken as a bails for the first 440 miles most 
of which was burdened with the large cost of Missouri river navigation 
iron rails for the last 670 miles have 'been and are beinr delivered 
at Chicago, under public contract as I understand, at an average of 
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$83 to $85 per ton. They are estimated at $85. Adding railroad 
freight to the Missouri at two cents per ton per mile, with $2.50 
> per ton for transferring across the river, gives for this very large 
item a reliable standard of $97.50 per ton at Omaha. Hauling out iron 
and other materials to the end of track is placed at. 2 l/2 cents per t 
ton of 2,000 pounds per mile. 

As respects the grading, the two heaviest sections on the 
work have been carried into the statement at the estimate of the 
locating engineers, .as reported to the company. In all there are nine 
or ten short sections of heavy grading went of and including the 
expensive parts of the Blacf Hills range, amounting to 45 to 50 miles. 
In most oases this is estimate^, not from the engineer note a, but by 
comparison with other similar work. Intermediate between these points 
of heavy vorl- , whick embraces most of the rock excavations, the 
grading i* generally of the ordinary character, corresponding in . 
amount of material moved with the cheaper roads in the States further 
East. The very favorable formation in the Platte and Lodge Pole 
valleys is well known. These divisions are estimated by the mi].e in 
comparison with other similar work. The earth on the entire line is 
generally light and cheaply removed, which, in part, offsets the 
extra co t of supplies. The undersigned recognise the various ^nd 
necessarily large expenses of a general and coningent character Incurr 
ed in conducting an enterprise of such magnitude. For this the allow- 
ance of f 2, 000, 000 woul-1 seem to be adequate. 

For 1,110 miles of the roar] the cash value of the government 
bonds and the company's first mortgage bonds, for which this subsidy 
forms the basis, may be estimated as follows": 

United States bonds, from Omaha to the eastern 

base of the Rocky Mountains (Black Hills range) 

asfixed by the president, 520 miles, at $10,000 - $8,416,000. 

Ditto thence for 150 miles, at $48,000 ------ 7,200,000. 

Ditto for remainder of 1,110 miles, being 

434 miles, at $32,000 - - - - - - - - - ^ - - - - 13,888,000/ 

Total IT. 3. bonds bearing interest at Q% in,. ~ ——*-——< — 

currency - ' - \ 29,504,000. 

Average per mile, —-----,--._.. 28,530. 

The company , as the road progresses, issues its own first 
mortgage bonds too the same amount. These 6 per cent 30 v ear bonds 
principal and interest payable in coin, are a prior lien to that nf 
the government . 

Estimating the government bon-hs at par an* the f ii)pa"v , s first 
mortgage bonds at 92 per cent, over all expense of agencies and 
commissions, the total cash proceeds amount to $56,647,680, av«r?^i«iP- 
per mile $51,034, ^ 6 

The lands granted by Congress, whatever mgey be the J r va3u= 
not m my judgment very large, are a further bestowment frnm th- '* 
government . 

The gentlemen compsoing the contracting company whose enter- 
prise and experience so rapidly builds the road, me?if/ large comnen' 
fw 1011 ; f Allrl ^ 1R gratifying to fin* from the foregoing e!t3m?K 
L n ^ b ; L ; reen the necessary outlay and the means prSvi*!* hv "a' 
there is very ample .aargin for profit, after retaining m the lipids of 

the work according t ? the ^^i^o^ll^jT"^^^^^ 

The 
permanent 



?iS£ £ ^^le^ttlXr^^^^tl "PPP^ents and 
tinning the construction after openTn? for ?r\ff£ ?? , W ° rk ' bJ con " 
The first object in railroad construction % fI 1<C ' 1S by no nieans new - 
rails, even on an incomplete ro adwa f i? neoe^S P ro P ert ^ to lay the 
stone, ballact, and other mater m Si }i 2f f 8 !f /j S0 as to transport 

are enlarged and comploi^? Rai?io n J ^n^r? f 7°^" itB ^ S * &C " 
the necessity of lar^e incr-ase ;'- t'l ! S f ?f experience well know 
first few years hv ork n ^ 7 L "1 f^l™ 10n account during the 
P^ is "-thing in' the oirluisLS 
to make it an exception, but much to enforce tine glne?al rule? I?° 
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diverse views 'exist on this point the different can only relate to the 
source froa "hich the completion and equipment fun- 1 shall be drawn. Not 
. only the public interest but the value of the securities of the road 
will \e promoted by putting into the work a further portion of the 
subsidy, rather than in burdening the future income with these necessary 
expenditures . 

The delay in presenting these estimates beyond the time promised 
has occurred mainly from the necessity of awaitinrr a personal inspection 
of the profile beyond the ^Misatch range, the final location of which 
division was but recently completed." 

^There were many items in this which were incorrect j the cost 
of material Fas greater than estimated by Ivir. Williams. He -made this 
report on November 16, 1368, and did not take into consideration the 
great, expense that the company was:- to during that winter air 1 up to Liay 
1869. Then again, his estimate' om equipment and shops was very low. 
On the 1,110 miles of line, *e had to spend .something like £'8, 000, 000. 
The actual cash cost of the roan when completed, not tskinn- into consid- 
eration any interest, any discount of bonds, any commissions, etc., simply 
the actual cash ^aid out for the actual, construction of the road was 
between fifty-four and fifty-five millions of dollars. Ivhen you added 
interest, all co.iiraissions, expenses of New York and Boston offices, 
pi discount on bonds and other contingencies, it was over seventy- millions 

l of dollars. The contractors received stock and bonds for the payment of 
/ building, but in building the road they, had to pay out cash, and this 

estimate of fifty-four to fifty-five million dollars is wh pt the" con- 
tractors actually paid out. The discount of bonds was a loss to the ec 
pany while the commissions were a" account against the contractors. 
Also in the final wind up and settlement with contractors, the delays 
caused by stopping of work, attempt to change line by Seymour arid Durant 
cost a large sum; paid contractors for delay & c . 

On December 15, 1368, ur. Browning Sec. 'of Int., following un 
his determination to act In beh ,if of the Central Facij 1(j ^ ^ ^^ 

ing letter to kr . Oliver Ames, the President of t, e Union Pacific Company: 

"On the 20th Oct. last : -. vi^"^^ 0f the Int « F aahin C on Dec. 15 
tion of the act of OongrBsoTwroveT J u ?v fj?^ 1 ? 10 " ° f the *"« sec- 
approval to the location of the !I 1 7 ?'». 18t ' u » X Save my consent and 
l from Monument Point (riorth end of Sal? r,v^ f ?\ llr S ad of California " 
^ Ec'ho Canon. 0t ° alt Lal<e ' to ^cho Summit (head of 

, Pacific shan Sfsr^Stef ?s JS™^ ^ /^ ^ ^ «" Central 

-"1 You are therefore reque "to d i l %« -T" one cont ™ous road. 

r\ be located to Echo Summit, %l as to lliiTJ^f Uhlon * acifl * railroad to 
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The maps of our location of the Union Pacific railroad t" 
Monument Point are now on file in your office, as the line is finally 
located on the ground, of which some 60 miles are gaaded and partially 
•bridged, and the balance partially graded. This location is fi"5\Led in 
compliance vith the rules an-" 1 regulations established' by the department 
and' ?as the only location existing on the ground ■ (October 20) or, that 
has been filed in accordance with your instructions. 

It is the location examined by the special commissioners ap- 
pointed hy you ? and under your instructions, and they. report upon it wheY\_ 
treating of' location from the mouth of Ivlu^dy to Great Salt Lake (which . 
includes th-~t. part of the line under consideration from head of Echo to 
^reat Salt Lake, 56 miles) as follows - 

"The railway was then mostly graded from this point (mouth of 
Muddy to Great Salt Lake) and there can be no question that it is on 
the most direct and practical route," 

Again: the commissioners, .in treating of the location from 
mouth of Weber to lionument Point, which is the balance of line under - 
consideration say; 

"The most direct, central and practicable continuation of the 
line from mouth of Feber canon (the point where the line enters Great 
Salt Lake Valley) to the head of Great Salt Lake, is to turn to the 
northward, pass around Bear River bay, and turning ' we at Sard, cross Bear 
Riwer near its mouth, and Promontory range through a low pass, from 
which, by a slight detrou northward, around another arm of the Lake, 
Monument Point is reached, and thence in a few miles the head of the 
Lake, This is the route finally adopted by the Union Pacific 
Railroad company, as well as by the Central Pacific Railroad Company, 
and is the one on which the line of the former named company (Union" 
Pacific railroad) was eventually located-. It affords a line nearly leve L 
except in crossing Promontory range. This is passed with grades, 
ascending westward, of 80 feet per mile, starting at an elevation of 
about 400 feet and reaching a summit of 4,961 feet, from which descend- 
ing grades of 53 feet per mile again brin- the' location down to the 
elevation of 4,515 feet at the head of the Lake." 

To comply with your demand, and make our location correspond witV 
the alleged location of the Central Pacific railroad, would render our 
company liable to have their roa^ rejected on account of bad location, 
or to a retneion of the bonds of the comany, and to rebuild a part of 
that line, as the alleged location of the Central pacific railroad uses 
grades amd curvatures that the country through which the line runs does 
not demand » wad which eould not be sustained except on the ground of 
cheapening the work. 

The line filed by the Central Pacific Railroad Company occupies 
nearly the same ground, from head of Echo to Monument Point, as our 

final location, and- our present graded road;, the only difference being 
the t the Central pacific railroad uses heavier grades and curvatures ' 
thus lightening the work, but commercially damaging the road. And we* 
were prepared to show that no such line in fact exists, or ever did 
exist on the ground and that no continuous final location was ever made 
by tne Central Pacific Railroad company from Monument Point to heart" of 
Echo, 

nnm lr . Therefore you will see the physical impossiblity of our company's 
complying with your request, uulK " u b 

+u , The Central Pacific railroad location must have been accented hv 
the honorable Secretary through a misrepresentation of thlfact^ anrt 
as their map in no sense complies with the rules and re^latlons'of 
the department, under which rule the aaps of both companies s £ma° be 
filed, we *o no' admit that it is, in any sense, the final location of 
the road or should in any wqy control our location or affect our ?I°hts 

. And we now most respectfully submit the follow^ facts to how 
Wh 5 W °ff be the Great "J^ice of t is action 6t ?he Interior Se 
f? r perSist b e°d U ln : and "" ^ detrlment " ™" be * ou^L? 
*on n /? the spring of 1868, the Central Pacific Ralro«d company en- 
deavored to file a map from Humboldt Wells to Weber canon 00? ?oVir£nv 
considering this debatable groun", and that either company n.i?ht £5? Id 
over all or a portion of it, resisted its acceptance. The San was a V Iowp 
to be filed by the Secretary of the Interior to Monument Point- but th°t 
map does not comply with his instructions to the Union Pacific'RailroSrf" 
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Company and a final location over that country had not then been made 
by either company; but since the filing of that map the location from 
Humboldt Wells to Monument Point was made by the Central Pacific rail- 
road but not until after our final location from head of Echo canon 
to Humboldt Wells was fully completed. 

At the time our potest was entered against the acceptance of the 
map from Humboldt "Pells to Weber canon, we were assured by the Secretqry 
of the Interior that no location would be accepted, between Monument 
Point and r.iouth of Weber, until the Union Pacific Railroad. Company 
could be heard. We ascertained from our engineers that the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company had abandoned all work and engineering east of 
Monument Point, up to as late a date as November 1st, and that the}/ had 
not run any line over that country since the fall of 1867, and then only 
a preliminary line. We received no notice from the Interior Department 
of the filing of such line, and di 1 not for one moment suppose that any* 
action wouold be taken oh the question, and we were fully convinced 
of this upon seeing the instructions given the special commissioners in 
relation to the examination of the location over* that part of the road. 

At the time the map of the Central Pacific railroad was certified 
to by the engineer and president of the company (July, 1868) the end of 
thw track of the Central Pacific railroad was at Pi? Bend of Truckee, 

187 miles from Sacramento, and distant from Monument Point 470 miles, 
and the head of Echo 610 miles. The end of track of the Union Pacific 
was at St. Mary's distant from Monument Point 429.1 miles, from the 
head, of Echo 298.4 miles, thus giving us the right, under the law, 1 to 
be at work over a part of the country \ hich their map covers. On 
October 20th, the date of acceptance by the Interior Department of the 
map, the Central pacific Railroad track was' 350 miles from Sacramento, 
as per data furnished by the Secretary of the Interior, and distant from 
Monument Point 295 miles and from head of Echo 434.1 miles; and the end 
of track of Union Pacific railroad was at Granger's, 228*9 miles from" 
Monument Point and 89.2 miles from head of Echo; thus giving us under 
the law th^ right to be at work over the entire country that the man 
covers, and on which we could claim a portion of Government bonds, ' 

The Central Pacific Company, on October 20, had no right, under 
the law, to occupy any portion of the country over which the map was 
filed east of Monument Point, and they had not occupied it, either with ' 

a located line nor with workmen; and today the Central Pacific Railroad " 

track is 20 miles east of Maggie creek, 188 mile? from Monument Point ' a- n 
328 miles from the head of Echo. • * 

Under section 8f of the law, as soon as w©- were entitled to '■ 

commence work over that part of the line we did so, and long before the I 

Central Pacific railroad was within 300 miles of Monument point The j 

track of the Union Pacific railroad is now 10 miles west of Echo, "cover- ' 

ing ten miles of the ground that the alleged location assumes to cover 
and is within 129.7 miles of Monument point and nearly three-quarters 
of the grading and bridging over th entire distance is complete 

t™ni ■/? l i liS data i1 \ wi11 be seen ttet th e Union Pacific railroad 
track l* 50 miles nearer to Monument Point than that of the Central 

Pacific railroad. 

Again: our final location was made, the contract let and mr 
work opened between head of E cho snd Monument Point Ion- before t^ 
Central Pacific railroad were within 300 miles of tha SSint wSiJn the 
end of our track from July (the date of the certificates of the man- 
MiJirs? n aU the time ab ° llt 50 mil8S nearer t0 MonuLnt P^Lt thaT" ! 

-,,„„ By a comparison of alignment grades and. distances of the two 
lines, it will be seen that our -urvatures e^ e le^ n „!, " ,' V 

tZf'^T^ 8 8 5°; ter - At the he ^ of ="o the SentrafpS?^ ^lOS 

foot grades on 6 degree curves, which, equated, equal 1]4 5 fe P ? fn 'I 

the mile. Over the same ground our ,-rade is 90 f et e ■ tM t 

curyature to a tangent, with a maximum curvature oS on f d!^ ' 

?«!? P rff°5 tor y Point the grade of the Central acif?c aim ^V, ! 

feet with 6 degree curvatures, whr- h» equated eciuais on £ ?—? t t? " ' 

S ile; while ours is only SO feet to tWl § 1f teT^SaUoS en^urv^s 

cSrvatn?:! 8rj " ^^ b ° ^ Coa ^ -in^t^ ; 

Finally the great injustice of the mutter appears when, the fact ', 
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is presented that the Central Pacific Railroad Company file a locations, 
over which more than one-ha]f the distance was then fully graded, the 
■other half being graded, and, as they must have known, with no prospect 
ol their ever building the road on the line filed, or, at any rate, 
under the wont favorable circumstances over but a small portion of it. 
They file a map over a country that they had done no v work upon at the 
time the map was accepted, and th;- 1 they had made no final location 
over, except a few miles on the east slope of promontory Point, which 
they abandoned early in September. Up to date of the accpetance by 
your department of the map in "question, fh^y had run but a Dingle pre- 
liminary line iii the yeaf 1867, and yet they are allowed to file a map, 
wit'"- no topography upon it, but merely a bare red line, whose location 
no person coal'" 1 tell, through what mountains, up what streams or rivers, 
much less trace it on the ground, and that upon a certificate 'which in no 
way complies with the instructions of the Interior Department; while our 
company have been held right up to the strict letter of the instructions 
in filing our maps. It has also been decided, and we hove been instructed 
that our mane must show the topography, an-' 1 our chief engineer and president 
swear to elate of location pn^ by whom made ; and we most respectfully 
call the attention of the Honorable Secretary to thin point-, together with 
his instructions to our company, in his letters of Llaroh 50, 1867, and 
August 8, 1867 , addressed to the President an' 1 vice president of this roar. 

As the honorable Secretary,, in his conversation with me on thi s 
subject on December 19th 1 , stated that filing s map gave eo right to 
one company over another in the building of" the road; th ' at his anxiety 
was uily that when the two companies meet they should noi be building- 
upon- two separate lines, thus preventing a connection; and as we have no 
desire whatever that any such circumstance should occur; and as the 
special commissioners have reported that the two lines are nearly, identic?' 
between mouth of Weber and konument Point, both companies, in fact, 
adopting the general line from head of Echo to konuuent Point; an- 1 as 
the Union Pacific Ra ilroad- company had already their line graded to 
mouth of 7'eber and partially graded to Iwonument Point at the time this 
map was filed; and as the Central Company has not even, made the final 
location over this distance, and as our location has been examined and 
favorably reported upon by th • special commissioners appointed for that 
purpose, and as it is one of less grades an-i curvatures, it would be bin 1 
justice to us and to the country that your action in the matter should 
be reconsidered, and our location adopted to a point as far nest as we 
have a certainty of building, or, say, to a point equd -distant between 
the ends or the two roads, and the company passing that Point so to birilcb- ' 

and locate them line as to make a continuous line of both roads and 

comply with the law of July 6, 1866, This would be fair, impartial, 
■ nd ius i. to both companies. * 

-„.„ , J at tach to this, copies of your letters of March 30 and August 8 
186/; also copies of certificates required to be put on maps of located 
line, as per instructions of Interior Department and which arp placed 
on the maps of the union Pacific Railroad; also a copv of'c= ti on 

ma V^ V?% F1 l e * by Centro1 ?aclfic railroad of located 1 toe from^onS" 
£ e r n A f? int to 1 * ea * cf P F i ;ho ' Thia lette ^ was compiled and Vritter ? hv n™ and ' 
created a good deal of .favorable comment in Congress and the nres- 

On January 19, 1869, H r . Huntington wrote to the Pi-eAn^'of the 

United States a long letter in which he tries to defend the action of 

his company an* makes this attack upon the Union Pacific: . ' 

Office C.p.n.no. of California, 
a +i 4., , New York, January 19, 186^ 

and s^^ ^^^^^,!^^ SfT S°T^ V *°**™** 
elevailons which will reqnSe o' meSleS ?o oT"?t t^T^ ? rOUnrt 

by placing forces of men to work at different po^nVfrom ^^n 11 M^ 

possession of portions of the proposed road which thev wSuid „ ? L S *i£ 
to reach in advance of us if their roan „- as J£t%~ „**i -, '?/, .??** oe , aHe 
the permanent line appoved by the sioret^ of tnt li^LrT ' " ^ 
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The purposes of the Union Pacific Railroad Company in adopting 
this course are probably threefold: 

1st. To obtain the Government subsidies oW\ that portion of the 
line located by us and approver! by the Secretary of the Interior. 

2nd. To- divert the trade of Salt Lake ^Itj and vicinity to 
this road, which, otherwise, woul^ naturally come to us. 

3d, To reach ^and claim certain coal mines (necessary to us for 
fuel) lying in the Wasa'tch mountains. 

All these we can reach first, and become fairly entitled to, 
if the Union Pacific Railroad Company are required to build their 
roari in a substantial manner, as we have built ours, and keep strictly 
to the permanent line approver! by the secretary of the Interior. 

Had we chosen, by hrsty and incomplete construction to pushon 
our work in order to gain the Government subsidies and pre-occupy the 
ground., we might have gone 'aside from our location in many instances, 
built temporary tracks around mountain elevations,, and tunnelled them a 
our leisure* by so doing we might have saved a year or more in time, 
and met the Union Pacific railroad east of the Wasatch mouiitains „ But 
should we have complied with the law, or fairly, and in good faith, 
earned and used the Government subsidies? ?, ; e think not." 

A complete answer to Llr. Huntington' a letter was the ..report of 
the commissioners, but the last report of the commissioners did not 
get before the Johnson administration , as it was dated May 12 th, 
after they were out of power. 

On February 10 M.i , ■ 1869 » after we had learned that the Central 
Pacific road had applied for bonds on the located line 100 miles in 
advance of what they claimed to be the- end of their track,, kr. Ames 
filed the following protest: 

Office Pacific Railroan Company, 
20 Nassau St., Mew York, Feb. 10, 

1869. 

"I have been informed that the Central Pacific Railropd com- 
pany have applied for an advance of United States bonds under' the 8th 
section of the act of July 2, 1864, on that part of the route lv ipp . 
between Monument Point and Ogden. . As the Union Pacific Railroad "° ; 
company is constructing the road on this part of the -oute and" w< 11 
yery.B6om,apply*.for the bonds authorized by law on completed or ' ■ ' 

thmk it proper t notify you of the . fact . I will f urther add iht t tv* 

IT P r lf + 1 i C Rai + lroar1 °°*Pany befean the worft « tM t the ^ 

.road under the authority of the act of Tnlv % irpp, +£« ^ 

the time within throe hundred ^lles ?rof tVen o^thSL^IpSSl ** 
track, and. being at that time more than three hundred t]^l fit ! +1 
end of the completed track of the Centraf^ciSf % i^d ^^ the 

+ , * *, Nor are the ^Shts of these companies affected S t L K * 
that the Secretary of the Interior .ri ni t n !f ! y , fact 

by the Central Pacific Hai J road Cnp'?m iti '° tf' approved a ma P filed 
the building of the railroad in thtf fl^ ^f^ a Seneral course fo 

the Secretary of L> Interior nfftt f S V,* 5 has been Welded by 
and Cabinet, that the lo^tSS'l?n* nf 8Ulta i 1 ? n Wlth ^e President 

,. : . This contest continued within Departments «ntil March 3, 1869, 

The day before the Johnson administration went out of power, by order 
of Andrew Johnson, Hu S h McCullogh, the Secretary f the Treasury 
issued the following order: 
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Treasury Department ," March 3, -1869, 

"in pursuance of the acts of Congress in such case made and 
provider', and in consideration of the oomplet'on by the Central 
Pacific Railroad Company of California of certain work upon' the five 
sections of twenty miles each of their roa- 1 , commencing at the 560th 
and terminating at the 660th mile-post aast from the initial point at 
Sacramento California, please issue orw- nillion three hundred and thirty 
three th:usand three hundred and thirty, -three and 34/100 dollars 
($1,333, 333,34) of bonds of the TTnit/d States, to bear interest from 
the Bec'-n^ day of March 1869, and deliver to the company bonds to the 
amount of $833,335.34, retaining $500,000 until security is given by 
the company fofc ffefae completion of the road according to the requirements 
of the law'.' 

This order covered the bonds on the 100 miles extending from 

the vicinity of Ives Pass, which -is 50 miles East of Humboldt Wells 

to the vicinity of Monument Point, This did not cover the line which 

we built over but' it covered the line that we had graded over. 

' On March 2nd, 1869, Mr .. McCullogh issued the following order; 

Treasury Department,- March 2, 1869. 

"In pursuance of the acts of Congress in such case msde and 
provided, and in consideration of the completion of certain work unon 

f2™" , J!5 t i""L,?£ t :I e "' t y, i !, ileS each of their road b 3 ? the Central "pacif: 

ig 
' "or 




This order covered line at a point 8 miles East of Monument 
Point to a point six ,,iies East of B den. This was on the line which 
| ; we built over an* whlcL was at that ti 3 e mostly graded. This alone ^ 
y the lattice of the order. The Central Pacific had done so m e grading 

on this !ine but not «. rmder this order only ^66,66.6,6faas deliver 
ed to the ,o m pa„y„ the .overrent retaining $5,, 0> 000 for the completion 
of this 500 miles. 

As stated hereafter, the next day, President Grant cane into 

P °7 "*■ ^ 0rd6r '" i '— t0 — • «» — . and Xnterior Popart- 
»«t prohibiting any action of either depart on either roa . 
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On K,-: 6th 1 received a letter from Mr. Blickensderfer ' 
from 1 Omaha, as follows; >r -^ 

"Our report on Kansas line is not finished vet. Bv 
appointment we visit Sioux City Road tomorrow, although it 
snows and storms furiously today, i hope next week will finish 
our work with these roads. . • 

You nave n0 floubt seen the reports or notices in the papers 
in regard to our report on U.P.R.R. and the slurs aimed at me, 
liy Seymour no doubt as in the enclosed slip cut from Chicago 
Tribune. I felt like publishing a denial of the assertion that 
I was discharged by the Company, but thought I would write you 
first. You know that it was with reluctance that I accepted 
the appointment, and that your desire that 1 should do so had 
much weight with me. May I not therefore look to you in some 
degree at least to keep me advised of the course of Seymour 
and those who would gladly injure me, and the effect of their 
acts and assertions, and whether I ought to notice them or not. 
At this distance it is difficult for me to either find out what 
they really do or its effects, 

. That Se ymou v an'd those whose pockets' are likely to be effected 
by the report will do all they can to injure ise is not singular, 
and 1 presume it is not singular either that they should resort 
to falsehood if it tends to further their ends; in case I should 
.publish anything would you object to my saying that no one on the 
part of the Company made any objection to my acting on this 
Commission? and that I was granted .leave of absence bo enable 
me to do so?" 

On the same date . I received a letter from Mr. Jesse L, 
Williams and in speaking of Seymour's report he says that there is 
a mistake of a million of dollars in his bridge report where lie 
estimates cost of line to Omaha; also in his estimate of cost of a 
mile of road; he also says Durant always contended for 116 ft. 
grade and sharp curvature whenever it would save work and he has 
talked it time an- 1 time again to the construction engineers in 
altering grades and alignment to save work. Thinks they better- 
let Blickor-sderfer alone in his location. 

On J&&, 8th Lir. House wrote me from Omaha that they .had had 
a fearful snow storm, road was blockaded in many places West; 
that Evans had telegraphed that no track would be laid in eight 

days; grading in the way. 

To make up my report on what was needed for the purpose of 
company ' furnished 
bring the road up to <A* specifications .W. the contractors, I 

sent the following letters to ten; House arid Mr. Snyder for 

report? 



"I want a copy of -repofct up to Dec. 51st, 1868. It can be 
gotten up''now as follows; List .of buildings on road and at , 
what points; this to include machine shops, round houses, station 
houses., section houses, tanks, wind mills, coal houses, eating 
houses and everything pertaining or belong to the road. 

2nd. Length of" siding at each point or station. These want 
to be gotten up carefully and Vedder can be sent over road to get 
new 'cars, additional sidings, &c . and have made up 'from his notes. 

I. do not get my profiles from rim of • basin to mouth of 
Weber' from Ricksecker. Telegraph him about it; also see as soon 
as possifble, profile of line from mouth of Weber to Red Dome Pass 
and from there to Humboldt Wells, What that to Red Dome .first , " 
To Mr, Snyder: , • 

"I would like your opinion', for my own private benefit on 
the following points. 

. 1st. On completion of rond; what No, of passenger engines 
will be required? that is, one on how many miles of road; also 
freight engines. • 

2nd. How many 1st class passenger oars, 2nd class passenger 
cars, express and Baggage cars, box cars, flat' bars,, coal cars, 
making them so many to a mile. 

3rd, What amount of additional siding -will the company have 
to put in that the contractors have not? 

4th. Can you get at the cost, up to this time, of the sta 
tions on the road , coal houses, eating houses, wells, tanks, wind 
mills, machine shops and machinery, tools, in these round houses 
&c. that applies to the equipment clause. 

I have to retain, on the contract, enough from our contractors 
to carry our entire equipment up to $7500 per mile. 

Also send me list of engines on road and cost, list of cars, 
* cost inciting all on N.K.R.R. or at any point built. Assume 
Jan I! SS as date to bring this portion up to and we may assume 
SS'roa^ when completed to be 1100 miles long, but the length 
will make no difference, as we put so many to a mile. 

On t^StlvHr. Jesse L. Williams wrote^me^as f- * 10 ^^. 

"t shall be greatlv obliged if you will sendl^promptly all 

in H.Y. say that the ?•*•£•? -^P^ ^ Merest first 6 months 
is opened. I hope not . Bit i!? e " i n ™ ib Ho „ will they get it? If 
on 1st mortgage bond ^}* e *lf,°°'f n l\JtZort S *ge as they *ant , 

S=rSSf i^iS iV-^""' ^Company, as tn™t 
— f^rno^S^fiitXrlnt expects Z road " to default." 
„r. Jesse L. Willis in his estimate^the cost tf «je 

road . without equipment , as accepted by the coamissionere ,- 

™S' section of 20 miles as completer ^ ike specifications 

■ ■ additional work put upon it to ,hrmg it .up 

estimated that irf ,153,000 „r Si* in cash and h ma.es this 

statmenet in relation to it: 



"While the Honorable Secretary of the Interior his stated 
the aggregate amounts of ray estimates correctly, he - has miscon- 
ceived my mode of estimating. con 

1st. He says the estimate was based upon the first 710 

T^? 8 ti i r \ f" St 1&Bt ' WaS made the basis for that ^m, and also 
that the bridging .and general finish on the 710 miles was made 
the basis as to the degree of perfection in the finish of the 
whole line. But as to the grading, cost of track, &c. each 
division of the line was estimated in proportion to the exnense 
to be incurred, v 

2nd. He says the cost of locating, constructing and comae te 
ly equipping it and the telegraph line is #38,824,821" an average 
per mile of about $36,000. But in the report, referring to this 
estimate, 1 say "It does not include the whole cost as the road ' 
should be completed, but as heretofore built and accepted by the 
Commissioners." For a fully completed road there should be" 
added, according to Gen. Warren's report, about $7,000 per mile 
making $42,000 as the cost of the road completed; or if $5000 be 
added then $40,000 per nile would be the cost of the completed 
road . 

Will you have the goodness to explain to the Hon. Mr. Ames 
or others interested in the road, and also to the Pacific R ail- 
oad Committee, this correction, for which perhaps you can use 
this letter if necessary. 

1 will tomorrow mail to the Secretary of Interior a short 

report supplemented to, , mine of 14th November, embodying the above -^| 

explanation, "Bv adding these' sums to Mr. William's estimate and the \ 
cost of equipment a nd the money spent after the tracks were joined toi 

br!nir 0n nB D5?t&biaS 1MT IK^Slll^lgll-mr^llirill 8 , Ei^iPnl 6 mould * 
profile of the 12th 100 miles of located road for me to file in 
the Interior Department. Mr. Snyder reported on the 13th that 
there had been bM.lt 64 stations, 73 water tanks, 15 coal houses; 
that equiment consisted of 124 enginers, 21 first-class coaches, 
10 2nd-claxs coaches, 81 cabooses, 16 baggage and mail cars, 8 
sleeping coaches, 520 box, flat cars, 1734 fiat cars and 100 
co.al cars. This was the total equipment on the road, while 
the contractors were to furnish f? 500 P er mile of equipmen.1. and 
shops. The shops did not cost over $1000 a mile for the amount 

we had put in* 

On December 15th, Mr. Snyder wired me that he had telegraphed 

the Post-office Department at Washington that we were ready to 

carry the U.S. mails to Evans ton, 96 miles west of Bryan. • 

On Demceber 14th I went to Chicago and attended the reunion j 

of all the armies. 

On December 15th, Mr. Snyder wrote me that he had agreed ; 
wither. Blickensderfer as to the amount of equipment needed for i 
the road for the contractors to furnish to comply with the contract; 
one locomotive for every five miles of track; three flat cars; . 
one^third box, one flat for every one mile; passenger coaches, j 
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two- thirds first-olasB, one^foiirth, second class for every twelve 

miles, one mail. .and express ^car for .every 'forty-eight miles,- 

one baggage car on every forty-eight miles and 'Hide tracks of ' 

2000 feet for every six miles'. ' T h is was a much less estimate- " 

than mine, but Snyder was estimating for .the business at that 

time and I was looking to; the ■ future , 
tot*-.; i8t>& 

On tie leth^ir. Snyder -wired that no track had been laid 



for two weeks. Snow, west of 
layers. •* 



Laramie was troubling the track 



On tbe 16th ^Mr. House furnished me -with the maps and. 
profiles of located line on the 13th 100 miles. The track 
reached. Evanston on the 16th. As we were nearing the completion 
of the road, the papers in the country first commenced taking 
up the question of subsidies » In my own state, the Register 
had a line of articles' on Government subsidies to railroads, 

and against Qny subsidy -to the Puget Sound enterprise.' 

i€> a*- ' ' ■* 

On -*be 17th Mr. Snyder wired me that they had had a very, 

heavy snow storm, : ' 

0n the 18th i received the' following from J. F. EcOabe 

from Salt Lake: ^ cxJ ^ ^ -W_ , ^ '^ ' ^ 

Govt , ; section lines. 
"I want to be relieved from sui»veyfe^\ 'larked 4 days, 
"accomplished nothing. Impossible forme to trace U.S. Survey; 
all section corners and mound disappeared, useless for me to 
try longer. Instuct me by telegraph to this place what to do 
with my party and outfit." 

On the 18th Mr. Snyder wired me fromOmaha that the Oomais lon- 
ers got only ordinary allowance for last examination. He did 
not propose to bleed any more unless instructed in detail by 
lew York office. The fact of the matter was that when Mr. Wendle 
who was appointed on the Commission made the examination of his 
first twenty five miles west of Green River. When the commission- 
ers came to examine it, he told them he did not intend to 
examine it in the oars; he proposed- to' walk over it and find 
such defects as he teuld; that he was there for business. Snyder 
was present and before he could get the section accepted by 
Wendle, he had to pay him f 25 ,000. This was kept a secret for 
some time but finally came out. 



'J 



-e^-i- 




I wrote Mr. Snyder that under no circumstances should he 

pay a cent as it would ruin us and it would give the politicians 

such a hold on us that we would never recover from it. While 

It got out, it did not seem to cause any criticisms at that time. 

It looked as though as long as we kept laying feaok and pushing 

West, no matter what we did, it woul* he accented. We had a 

a Govt, Director, 
similar case of this with Snow, who was sent Gut on the road to - 

make an examination and his report was brought to me for sale. 

1 refused to pay a cent upon it. It was finally offered to me 

for $1000. He had two reports — one was a very severe criticism ' 

of the road and the other was a favorable opinion of it. Finding 

that he could not obtain anything from us for 'his report he filed. 

- it in the Interior Department. 1 immediately filed with 'the 

Interior Department, a protest, demanding that'll should not be 

used and told them it had been for sale and was a black -tae.il 

report and if the Interior Department used it, we would take 

proper action in that matter. 

In July 1868 f the Central Pacific Company filed a map with 

the Secretary of the Interior covering our line as far West as the 

head of Echo and notwithstanding our protest in November, the 

map was accepted by- the Secretary of the Interior. 

On Saturday o!W.-19th, I called upon the Secretary of the 

Interior with Ilr. Oliver Ames and had the following conversation 

with him as to this location: 

"Visited Mr, Browning with kr. Ames and had a long co-river-' 
sation with him as to line located to head, of Echo. I informed 
him tha J the 0„P,R„R„ Company had never located the line, it 
was merely on paper What curves had never been run in, &c. The 
adoption of this map filed in July by the Company and accepted 
in November by the Secretary is an outrage and cannot be 
justified by any reasoning. In reply said, 1st that line was 
never located on ground, 2nd that it is accepted when over 100 
miles of the ground it pretended to lay upon has been graded 
and properly bridged by the U. P.R.R. Company . 'That ife used 
nnecessary curvature • and steep grades, &c» 3d. When filed by 
the Company the end of track of U»P»R e R. was near^Ionument 
Point than C.P.P.R and that the 300 miles that we are allowed 
to work in advance of ■' "«ck has covered this ground. That since 
Tf 1 ? gate SfagcentancellwevnWylSth and when filed, the end of the 
u.r.K.K was only bU eaxie^ i,.^ay from the head of Echo and from 
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Monument point where the C.P. R.R, 'iracte was run. 4th. This map 
does not on its- certificate in its detail conform with ins true- • 
tions given by the Secretary of Interior on filing map which it 
sees the U. P. R. P.. Company are obliged to comply with, and the 
C.P. R.R. are not obliged to comply with, .see, letter, &o. 5th. ' 
the line as located and built upon by U.P.R.R, as the line reported 
on by special Commissioners in. which they 'say: "It is also from 
mouth of Weber to Monument Point the line declared by .them is not 
practicable and on which they estimate. !! Their line preterfs to 
lay on the same or very nearly' the same 'grade that ours is now 
building upon. The injustice of this appears when it 'is s own 
the difference "in distance from Monument Point to end of each 
Company's tradk which is as follows: "and when present for filing 
the law gives them no rights, they not being even within 300 
miles of track." Finally the C.p, Company have no probability of 
building over any portion of their line while the TT. P. Company 
are now laying track over a portion of it and early in spring 
will cover the entire distance." 

On 'the same date, knowing this matter would come up in the 

Cabinet' o* I wrote the following letter to General J. lit. Scho- 

fleld, the Secretary of War: • -~ 

"1 am told that the question of the guarantee of Union 
Pacific R.R. to complete the road in accordance with the law, 
will come up in cabinet meeting Tuesday. The Co. make liberal 
propositions. Will you, "before considering it, please read the 
answer of Mr. Ames, our President, giving estimate of what has 
been expended* You will see the .actual , amount to be retained on 
completed road, in accordance -with report of commission is about 
$2,500,000 or 13,000, 000, which I think is all right and proper 
Government should be secured in. The estimates in ivir. Ames' 
report you can rely upon; also, the work done. You will remember 
that the Commission examined ninety miles of roafd never submitted 
by the Go. to the government for acceptance., but which the commis- 
sion examined and estimated on. We had built on this 90 miles 
few permanent bridges, no stations, shops or .tanks and which made 
a vast difference in the estimate since "then we have completed the 
90 miles and more and it has been accepted by the .regular commission 
and bonds issued on it, which makes a large deduction from the esti- 
mate. The commission also made no allowance for work in progress 
or material on hand. These facts are rally set forth in the 
Commissioner's report, and Mr, Ames report gives an estimate of 
material on hand on the 890 miles examined. Again, what I look upon 
as unfair, unqust and very detrimental to us and to the government 
is that one commslon of able, critical 1 * railroad engineer* should 
examine road on this side of the continent and another commi.sion 
should examine the C.p.R.R. assuming, as they have, on an entirely 
different basis, 1 know all the roads and state, without fear of 
successful contradiction that to bring the U.P.R.R, up to any stan- 
dard government may establish, will take far less per mile^, than 
upon any other of the Pacific Railroads;, therefore, let us have all 
the roads examined -upon the same basis under the same instructions 
and by the same minds, so that we may arrive at the' true merits 
of the question, one class of commissioners seem to think that 
a first-class railroad is one thing -liiie the othe r class seems 
to differ entirely and the difficulty that we labor -under is that 
while we had the best built, equipped and appointed road in all its 
departments, we are the only road that has had any trouble in obtaini 
in? its bonds; and white I am perfectly satisfied with the action of 
thf Commission, 1 do hold that they should be immediately sent 
to the Central Pacific and examine that on the same basis. You 
will see that upon the W.P.E.D. and the S.C. and Pacific they 
retain three times as much per mile as on curs. The C.P. goes free 
and use the report of our commission to hajew us in the money ' 
Z%Tt ; while the other commission, send in a telegram that it, is 
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or will be built within the law. If they report minutely on its 
construction, its tie's, iron, stations, tanks, turn tables, shops, 
and machinery, you will find out we have far more per >fiile than" 
they; that bur. structures are full as good, and thp t ou. : location 
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with a full understanding of the question, -you will agree fully 
with me that Gen, Warren and kr. . Biickensderfer shall examine 
immediately that road, so that government may receive the completion 
of a first class road through 'to the Pacific. By reading Ur. Ames-' 
report, you will get a pretty fair idea of the condition of our 
ooad and what should be retained , and by reading the report of the 
So mmlssion on 'the U.P.R.R. E.D., and Sioux City and Pac'.fic, 
a pretty fair idea of the comparaitve merits of each* 

The action of the Secretary of the Interior took me to New 

York to consult the Board of Directors as 1 saw it was going to 

be a very long fight and. hound to get into Congress, The great ■ 

fear was that they might get bonds Issued on the line, which, 

under the law, it was possible to doas they had with them the 

Secretary Evsrtst* and. Secretary Browning. I felt that Secretary 

MoCul lough of the Treasury was opposed to them. I knew if we 

could delay %Y^^fe* n ®ntil the new administration came In, that 

we were in no dagger because General Grant _ understood the matter . 

thoroughly. . 

i?bk Snyder. • _, „ , ' , 

On &«Mb. 22nd, ac. wired that there was 815 miles of track 

laid, that thoy Had over 300 oars of ties and iron west of Benton 
and were supplying faster than they -laid tracked that he had 40 
miles unloaded at Benton. He also wired that Durant , Seymour and 
General KcCullom were at Chicago/ 1 Durant Is sick there. Expct 
all. here in a couple of days. Have my goods ready for any emergency 
and. can retire In good order. 

Br.Rlokseoker -ho had charge of my office in Salt Lake City, 
all f. our parties having been discharged except what were on 
construction, wrote *e on the ,22nd that" the Central Pacific ro, 
have located to the western slope of Promontory and. are now 
working on 'that? that' they had graded across the Mud Flats, west 
of Promontory; also that they were grading on the western slope 
of Promontory and in places- between there and Ogden City. 

On December 24th, 1 commenced writing my answer to Browning's 
letter on location. 



Mr. Ames was in Washington to settle with the Government on 
the amount of bonds that shotid be retained to comply with the 
Warren and Bliclenserfer report. We finally settled that one-half 
of our first-mortgage bonds from' the 900 mile post West, until 
the amount was f 3, 009 ,000 should be retained by the Government. • 

On the 24th , A Mr. -Rv M. Walker of San Francisco, Engineer 
of the northern Pacific sent me maps and profiles of Gowelitz 
Pass; also map of Sno-qual-mie line. 

On tfee 23rd Mr. S. B. Reed said he had paid for grading, 
machinery, ties and bridge timber from the present end of the 
track to the head of Echo to Salt Lake Valley»|2,260»000 and 
that he had paid, for grading west of Promontory Point f 95, GOO up 
to the first of December. . Wearly one month's work was to he added 
which is not yet estimated. 

On tfc© 24th kr. Ricksecke;r -wired me that the Central Pacific 

had ■■■ located .through to Ogden and. that .they were, grading on mud 

flats and. on eastern slope of 'Promontory, and in places between 

there and Ogden. 

On 4ke"25th 1 wrote to Mr.. House that* the profiles of the 
lines over promontory returned here 'were the 90 ft. grade line; 

that the line adopted is 80 foot grade. . As soon as MoOabe's party 

. Government • . 
has established the line through^ sect ions up past Ogden and the 

table land you better go to Ogden and superintend the' establishment 

of that town. Morris has instructions to ascertain, the cost to bring. 

water to it, and HoCabe also ha«§ instructions to determine definitely 

the odd and even sections. 

From the eastimantes of Mr. Reed, on. the 28th I notified Mr. 
JXUU • ■ ■ front 

Ames that the grading, masonry, ties and bridge tinibe^head of . 

Echo to Salt Lake, 65 miles, cost f 54, 000 per mile, adding fi500 
per mile for .iron makes the road cost §65000 per mile. There ie ( 
much yet to be done. Up to December 51st, '1600,000 additional was 
spent. 



Mr. „„„ wlre<1 ffi0 that th „ 0entral paoif . c raiiro ^ ^ ^ 
15th w as at the Blg BMd Qf the Truekee _ 0ctobep 22na 

River, Decoder 24th, 24 nlleB West of Ma Bgle Creek, or 40 Bll8a 
West of H» l0M t ,ells. J flnd thls note ln - my aiary orDeoentap ' 

27th: 

"On completion of the Pacific Railway, lew York win t hon i 
the water course between Japan anitoope bit ale between! Ls" "* 

l^io^coSsst: 1 - 11 then find its quLkest -ute^:? tr 

. On December 27th the track was seven miles down Echo Canon. 
On December 28th General J. A. Williamson wrote me that he could 
not seil any lots at Evans ton. Everyone wanted to go. to the town 
in the valley. Echo City at the month of the canon killed the 
Bear River town. This town is owned mostly by the railroad men 
and. they do all they can against the town laid out by the company. 
I was over in the valley a few days ago and saw McCabe who you 
know is trying to fin-' the original government surveys. He told me 
that he could not find any of the corners, I saw Gen. Clark the 
Surveyor General of Utah, and he says the Government will have to 
cause a re-survey to be made, Dr. Durant requested me to write to you 
and ask you to try and get Clark ordered, or authorized to make a 
new survey. Brigham Young wants the town at Ogden, hut 1 see no 
chance for the company to make anything there » as the Mormons have 
possession of all that country an- territory. 

On December 30th, Mr. James $ . Wilson wrote i:ue as follows: 

bU CXJiJU-O-^XwOx tcrw- , VO> - to • 

"I find that a new question has arisen in the Treasury Department 
of interest to' you and those engaged in' the IT, P. You may have heard 
of it s but I thought it worth while mentioning as' possibly it has not 
come to your knowledge. The question '"arose out of the power of the 
U.P.& C.P, to issue first mortgage bonds on these repsective roads, 
for 100 miles in advance of completed road.TJhe two roads on nearing 
each other, suppose the amount of first mortgage bonds issued by them 
r'espectf ively lap 50 or 100 miles, how Is the Government to determine 
which company will build the extent of line represented by the amount 
of Company's bonds so issued? If the .U.P, should build 50 miles of 
road west of the point covered by the C.P. Bonis, then the latter 
would not be entitled to U.S. bonds on their last 50 miles of oad 
actually constructed by it, and, of course, the- reverse of this 
statement will apply to the U.P.- -This being the base it looks as ; 
though the two companies must agree on the point.of junction, otherwise! 



thougf x^rSSc^e^t 1 ^ 1 ' ™ n ° W t0 »- Y - «»«•«««» night, 

plan is to be on hnrtd." . . "i^anaea with. Ine only, safe 

1 d.o not have u , .ypvU' : '■■■.■-., ., r«»«iv *,,,+ ■* + 

. ^. ...... ...., reply but It was virtually the 

same as I had made to !-.;>.-* >>.,». r . + n,-, v „* +>1Q T . 

"'"^y of the Interior in my statement 

of the Case to him. ' 

On December £Sth Mr, Oakes Ames wrote me: 

"I see by a California paper Miat the n P ntpii w«»-j*m, « * 

As our track had already passed this point, the prophesy did 
not seem to have much foundatin in fact. 

On January 2, 1869, Mr,, Blickensderfer^jirrote me as follows;. 

I arrived here yesterday evening* McCabe was here expecting 
me, having left his party in charge of iir. Moberly near Bri^^ 
City a few days ago. He has extended his. work from mouth Weber 
Canon to near Brigham City, showing all the sections cut by our 
located line. He did not get my letter relieving him until a short 
time ago, it having been delayed on the way. He still desires to 
go East , and I have directed him to make a short statement- or renort 
of his doings, embracing the facts communicated feo me in conversa- 
tion and which will answer your letter to him dated some time a^o which 
he has shown me. This he is now engaged in doing and when finished 
he will go. 

Morris and Ricksecker were 'absent at Ggden where they went to 
meet Mr. Durant. They have just returned. Morris expects instruc- 
tions from Durant to go with. party to Promontory to run additional 
lines in a few days. Ricksecker says there w as talk of removing the 
office to Brigham City and he thinks he may be instructed to move it 
up there. Morris' party is oampM near the Warm Springs with their 
line at the edge of the city ready to close in one' more day's time. 

My desire is to settle my accounts here in the shortest possible 
time, dismiss the men or turn them over to construction; gather up 
papers, maps, &c. anfl remove this office to Omaha and then finish up 
my report, I ought to get away from here mn a week or less, but may 
be detained. If Durant orflers the office to Brigham City, 1 shall 
consider that as a delivery of the papers to Omaha, and. pay no further . 
attention to them, except to consult them as far as necessary to make 
up my report. Is this correct? If 1 cannot take the profiles and 
maps to Omaha, I may be obliged to stay here until my report is 
finished, 

Mr. Mo.ris inform s me that several letters which he thinks you 
have written him were never received, and this explains why they were 
never answered. Two or three letters which he says were addressed 
to me at Omaha 1 never got. 

The track was at the stage station at the foot of E cho grade when 
1 passed there on the night of Dec. 31st. It ought to be at Echo 
City on the 10th inst o"> before, ilorris tells me that nearly one- ' 
third of the distance from mouth of w eber to Bear River crossing on 
U. P. Line is graded, but thinks less than 1-4 of the wordi between 
those points is done. Nothing done between Bear River crossing 
and Promontory summit, a little done on west slope of Promo tnory and 



from foot of west slope to Monument Point nearly all is ^one 

The Central Pacific Company have their grading well a ™. Pr ] 
between Monument Point and foot of west sloj o ?o" i or, L 
or nothing clone between that and Bear River crossing? 1 7co- 
erable work done between Bear River an* Ogden. This ^oSbet wee^ " 
B8=r River and Ogden is lighter than ours'and for thai reason 
■ they have a larger porti n of that line ready, for the trick than ' 
we have, but not as much labor performed a s on our line Their 
location undulates ciore, 'and has more and sharper curves* 

Our line along Clay Bi uf f S this side of Ogden is changed and 
thrown on sliding hill-side, and will be changed at other Sointf 
between Ogden and Promontory. 

Before I go East 1 desire to ride over the line from here to 
Ogden, and may extend my trip to Promontory or Monument Point to 
see how things look unless you think 1 should not d o so . 1 ought 
at all events to see Maxwell before 1 go away, and he is on Promon- 
tory 1 understand, and i should like to see the Central Company's 
line . - 

At Omaha, I received your letters of 9th, 10th and 21st » Dec. 
You think we set the coulter too deep. 1 hdfet we shall not break 
the plow; but seriously it will take more money to put? your road in 
good working coif! ition for permanent use than you think , and if we 
live ten years I think you. will admit it. Besides it would have been 
an easy job to let the plough run deeper at 111, 

I will b ' in a few days send you calculation of strain on 
bridges as requested. 1 thank yon. for your kindly feelings expressed 
in regard to newspaper, squabs, &c. The Omahapaper published 
Warren's letter and made honorable explanations, 1 am told; did not 
see the article. WiC, 

1 wrote Br ighaan before I left home as you may have ascertained 
before this time, • That the location of the Central Pacific line 
is much inferior to yours is very certain, and it seems to me Durant 
should be a little cautious how he changes it or he may not be so 
well able to resist Browning, or will meet, him less advantageoulsy . 
A.s*'"e made the location every engineer of any character will at once 
tell drowning or ^ongress that 6ur line should be taken and not 
that i.o f the Central Company. As Durant may lease the line or 
rather build the road, this may not be so clear. 

' 1 am surprised at .the action of the Government in accepting th~ 
C.P.' location to- head of Echo, but 1 fear Dv . Durant has in some way 
got the Government officials prejudiced against him, and .this 
would naturally send their sympathies to the other side. May there 
not be lack of confidence in the Doctor's statements or- want of 
trust in his word which has injured, your road? The long grasp to 
Humboldt Weils and its subsequent abandonment, the first no doubt 
made with many assurances and assertions which could not be made 
good, 1 fear has had much to do with all this, and would naturally 
tend to destroy confidence in all things from the same source, even if 

tshev "ere true. . 

Morris tells me tho line of the Central tympany up Weber and 

Echo was an angle line and no curves run in, 1 mean their line of 
1867 was the only one they had. This he is confident of. I will 
collect all the information I can in regard to their lines and work 
so that if desired I think we can show that they certified to an actual 
falsehood. If there is anything special you wish me to do, advise 
me." 

Our great difficulty in contending with the Central Pacific 
was that f e administration and the Eepartments had lost all 
confidence in Mr. Durant and many ©f the decisions against us 
erne on account of his interference and statements. The 'trouble 
wns when he was in the company he was favorable to if but when he •. 
was turned down or ignored, 'then he was opposed to it and the 
Central Pacific could use his', statements with great effect and it , 
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was very hard for us to overcome them. He made every effort to get 
. Blickensderfer put off of the commission which 'examined the roads, 
while he ; r as by far the ablest man on the commission and the fairest 
and when they cme to an examination of the Central Pacific, his 
decisions were all in favor of the Union pacific lines. 

Mr. Durant showed his animosity to Blickensderfer by sen-'ing 
h 1m the f o 1 1 o w i ng : 

U. P. Ry. Ogden, Jan, 2, 1869. 

"You will please consider your services ' for this company at 
an end from and after the time when you left your work to accefc • 
an appointment un^er the O-overnment , 

The office, instruments and papers at Salt Lake c ity, together 
with any other property in your possession- belonging to the" company 
will be turned over to Mr, T. B. Morris, acting division engineer/'. 
Ymir accounts will be settled by the Chief Engineer." 

Of course this letter was a very injudicious one and made the 

Interior Department very angry, I was in Washington at this time, 

but when I took it up with the company, the mischief had been done a-d 

no matter what we did, it coul^s not be avoided, 

I immediately sent an order to Mr. Blickensderfer countermand- 
xt . iS-Lf- 

m 5 Durant s orders an* on January Oth telegraphed him as follows- 

in . + 1 +1 "J| emai n in s alt Lake until you hear from me. cio-e "our ^oonnt^ 
with the Company. Lake your report as soon as possible?" ^countb 

It was very necessary to have Mr. Blickensderfer • s active "help 
in the contest of matters with the Central Pacific, I wrote him my 
views fully of the line that was laid by the CentralVacific up' to the 
■ head of Echo Canon; that they had taken their preliminary reconnoissances 
and worked^ in curves on the „aps which they had never run on the .round an 
this was the ime they had fll8 d and was aooaied by the Interior 
Department as the located line. 

011 Jan " 5tl >? r - Blickensderfer wrote me a letter from Salt' 
Lake as follows: 

state of'ttHoS St h hS; arV;£t 1 ™2- I t . haV : «?**«' ■•■rittea you the ■ 
.r yesterda «». S P £{a ^^.VL; ^rrS^Se." "' *"<» 
high, I do not . do.bt" and tta ™, r ,'; nSeS ° f U . le 1**1 '-onth or t»,o are 
■pterl very probable, ' T " Bri*i? U ? ^T^ i\ Min S "^ced is to my 
is tome rather strafe i,„„Sf ( , g . !nfl "' aJtes should fraternize 
by Brighan, of Bates^gk the faft i" Suf T ^''^ ^^ttlneT- 
This I know . laot i- true, however strange it M , appear 

Company %£Z -r^ado^ t^iflS^ ? ^ l8 C ° rre0t ' *>■* the 0. P 
in the curves. But it TetL to Vto iT'Srl ^ ° f 1S ^ a * «™'™ 
own stated by the » Pk8 on^^^f^^^^o^^ ■ 
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was at Humboldt <"ells to start the graders, I passed Eve's at, the- 
pass. Prom the stake .standing there, I copied the merks on It. They 
were "C. P.R.R, location 0, July 25, 1868," T"'.is show a at once the 
time they made their location there and by their own acknowledgement. 
Their parties have placed similar stakes at other points; one at . 
Ogden, another near our summit on Promontory, and another at iiontuaent 
Point, I have no doubt the dates are marked on each and it was my 
desire to visit the line T see these stakes, note the dates and look 
over the location of their line' This would enable ae to give my 
opinions from my own knowledge of e reliable character which I hoped 
might be of value to you , "'" - ^nt in the present con -'it ion of affairs, 
I do not feel so much at liberty to make this personal examination. 

I claim to 'be a friend of your road, my sympathies are all. with 
you. Tour location I know to be good and that of the C . p. Company , 
as far" as I have seen 'it, is inferior to yours. I think they have 
simply imposed an untruth on Mr .Browning, and if so I would be glad to 
possess evidence by personal knowledg , which I believe exists to 
prove this to the satisfaction of your friends or the cabinet at 
Washington If necessary. These being my feelings, I am not disposed 
to let the tiad treatment received from Durant and Seymour influence 
me, but I run inclined nevertheless to do all for you that I can, and 
go East fully armed with the best information I can collect. On the 
other hand I am . not Inclined to ~o out on the,, line, ask questions and 
drum up facts with the liability of being snubbed off by any 'subordi- 
nate hireling with the question "TShat business have you here?" For I 
know pains have been taken to 1-t it be known that 1 am stripped of " 
authority. 

I am yet undecided what I will do. My desire is to pet awav from 
here as soon as possible. In another day or two I will have°settled all my ' 
accounts to Jan. 1, 18 '9, and will be reany to move away from here on short 
no Lice. Morris has finished branch location and starts his partv for "pro- ' 
montory tomorrow He has telegraphed you his orders from Pursnt as well as 
I. flien your answer comes tomorrow, we shall probably know what is to be 
done. 1 expect track to be at mouth Echo by last of this week or early next." 

I had 'been told, confidentially, that, Mr, Blickensderfer was to be 

made one of the commissioners' to examine the Central and Union pacific and 

determine which had best loC*h**» between Echo and Humboldt Wells and amount 

each required to expettj to make it a first-olass road, but I was not at 

liberty to tell him. It was for that reason that I instructed him to close 
«P bis accounts and get in his report of the Union .Pacific hefore he entered 
upon that work, 

n t l ^f 

On Jan. 4th, ({ 1 received the following hotter from LIr , - 3 liy , er who 

was out on the line; 



end of ro 
stay for 



some time yet. ' u0 forw ard construction. Fill 

outfit jSsl^e'fn^rWiSB^S £° U T t n the T* ^ here that I carft do the 

awful. It is the last m?t of Lla\ , instruction the waste of on ° is - 
Most of it. The track S of fsp2n - ?£? ??"" ** «">y are makJn^tne ' 

trams daily. Gradin-- is done V^L Xt t0 Fwri 0¥er and we are ditching- 

supervision of Companv^s m «£ and tS ° normous expense by day work S4 ^ 

country will not begin to^Sos tt/TotT 0111 ' SUb8 ^ in this se^ of 

,, Durant and Seymour 'are it rwL Zt 

SFl^T?*?" 1 : V ? ai e™™°£\tTr. £"??£,?* C f ntr «- *"i«° there 

ior man on 0„p„ to keep you nostpd ««, l,r . ^ balt Lake, I lave arrant r? 

rpnph * ra ? k t0 «ght L/a? gZHl* rod 4 r J^f eSS + and Prospects ^ 

r ° aCh " mileS ° f "- '^«* lald.r^es^ t^T^^^^l 
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on the ground. Ties are now' being delivered 8 miles east n-r ir v « na 

has taken an interest with Ledlie & Corse in contract ?or some 
bridges here. I think T.C.D. would have extended his divLxon if 
Evans had possessed the necessary muscle, hut he has smllled thi 
crows an^ fishes and weakened. swelled the 

wAr J. eourln £ a f ood BU PPly of subsistence stores and fora F e 
m S k1 + f he contra f°rs so as to he ready for 'any storms. Am ?oin F 
my beat to supply all demands for material, and my men are \rorklni S 
• like tigers. Personally arn^ about worn out and if 1 had monev enough 
to support my family six mo>s, I would quit now. The oomoany call 
stand such drafts as I teew\he Construction Department Sust be making 
January 5. Have made some progress with track today, 1 think '' °" 
1 can close the tie gap tomorrow which will give us 12 miles clear 
sailing. Weather mild and if it continues so we ought to reach Oden ' 
by Feb. 0, K. 

Have not opettect for business regularly west of Bryan- from there 
attach coach and baggage car to construction train. Government pav S 
us for mail services to Evanston. Prom Evanston to Wahsatoh 1 
will collect for mail from Wells, Fargo & Co. at Government rate. 
The P.O.u, will not accept extension of mail services for less 
than 25 miles. Have been bringing goods for Salt Lake to Evanston 
by car load, owners risk and handling. I dont want to advertise 
as ready for business(such a road as Reed has turned -over to me 
west of Piedmont. Will put a. steam excavator on if I can get it to 
secure the banks , 

CaiH place any .reliance on what we hear from Salt Lake in re- 
gard to progress on the Central Pacific. Will have the man sent there, 
write to you daily. 

My greatest difficulty now is with the transportation, on . 
Bitter Creek; had ten dead engines there yesterday. The water has 
always beed bad and since ice formed the balance grown worse daily. 
I have asked N.Y. office to buy for us 12 regular tenders capable 
of holding 3800 gals, water each without any space left for fuel. 
These attached to ordinary tender will give water enough to run 
freight trains, Rawlins to Green River. This is the cheapes-t 
solution 1 can suggest. N.^. office roust help me more promptly with 
funds or there will be much suffering. 1 spent up to Dec. 1st 
during 1888 over $1,800,000 on construction account. Transportation 
of contractors material to same date amounts to over $1,000„,000 at 
rate allowed for freight 1 6-10ets per ion per mile, which does not 
cover actual cost. Material and fuel on hand was over $1,000,000 
which is not a large amount for road of this length. 1 am obliged 
to keep on hand supplies to meet every call of the contractors 
promptly and lay out. of the use of the money. We purchase and pay 
for all their supplies and charge up when paid. If some of the 
Directors were on the line Miey would have a better idea of the 
way things are managed and would b r soix what surprised to observe 
what the Company has to do 'after the road is nominally completed. 
I could not stan si three years more of such service as £ have had 
on the Union Pacific. Ann 1 will suggest here that my salary has 
never been established. Have drawn money, of course, from the 

CaHhier to Siipport my family; would like to know what 1 am to be 
pai- 1 . Reed and Seymour have salaries of $8,000 and' think 1 have 
worked as hard and as faithfully as either of them and have had 
heavier responsibilities, Carmichael on the grade gets $8000 
and expenses. If proper opportunity occurs I wish you would 
suggest fixing the rate, as my salary is all I have to depend on. 

Hoxie is 'writing and telegraphing me daily, but 1 fear is not 
as well as we all wish. As soon as I can return to Omaha will 
urge him to go to &araraie~ for change of air and relief for few 
weeks from active duties,, Campbell, Supt.of Laramie divisions, 
resigned. I offered the place to Dave Remick but he declined. 
He is getting $5000 a- year from Wells, Fargo & Co. as their manager 
douth of Cheyenne. Am promised a man by name J.' W. Meaks, now 
Gen. Road Master of Watertown and Oglesbury ' R.R. ; formerly Asst.. 
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a"f ca^Lle! " lBB >* "°' R ' ' R ' J <™ M* Vbe tho^ghl, honest 

I cant understand how Reed could' have =>ne-nt 'ftp f\nn nnn x ' ' 

They see, determined to kee^ him and aL S f ,' ^X" 
for the luxury If it can be called one. The SnlylSinfea^aS needs 
to obtain a position under Reed is to show "a discharge from ?£ e 
operating department." ' • ^^ndige iroid L&e 

On January 5th, I received from Mr. Webster, my engineer in 

charge of repairs on the Union Pacific, the following letter: 

Enclosed I hand you estimate for' bridging, buildings and' 
snow fencing required on U.P.R.r. from Omaha west 1056 miles The' 
bridges from Omaha to North Platte are in good condition having 
nearly all been rebuilt in the last fro years. They now have good 
pile foundations and pine timber superstructure. The bridges will 
last about eight years with only two ordinary repairs required by wood- 
en bridges. These bridges should all be rebuilt at the end of eight 
years. Bridge across North Platte should be rebuilt in 1869. 

1 have estimated for eating house at Shell Creek and ten-stall 
engineer house at Valley Station 35 miles from Omaha where engines ' 
should be changed; at present engines are changed at Grand I&land, 
154 miles from Omaha. The bridges on the 3rd and 4th hundred 'should be 
rebuilt this year. The contractors are at work quarrying and distri- 
buting the stone to complete the masonry this year. Prom the 4th 
hundred the bridging should be rebuilt as soon -as the work can be 
done, excepting the Howe-Truss "bridge. The contractors are building 
Howe-Truss bridges from Laramie west as fast as the 'work can be 
done, Bridger over the Big Laramie is completed, All of the 
bridges over Bitter Creek will be finished tbis month. Dale Greek 
Bridge would be safe six or eight years, but I would recommend 
i£s being filled up immediately. . It would require about 18 months ■ 
to build tbe culvert and fill up the bridge. 

The contractors are guild ing all of the necessary station 
buildings as fast as the work progresses. Material for fencing the 
line as far as Loup Fork has been purchased and part of the fence 
built; it will not be necessary to fence any -further. The greater 
part of the material for. completing the buildings at Omaha and 
Cheyenne has been bought and parties at work on 'them. I have estimate' 
for shops and other buildings required at Bryan or at some point near 

there , 

Enclosed I send you list of tools and machinery required for the 
same but ^annot" make an estimate of the cost, A-ll of the machinery 
has been' purchased by parties in New York and no bill sent out here; 
there is no one here that knows what the value is. 1 have not .-esti- 
mated 'for snow fences east of the 4th nun 'red miles j do not think - 
they will be required, McMamin's prices for masonry are as follows: 
For open culverts $6.50 per C. Yd»» arch #7.75 -bridge abutment and 
piers' $16. buildings flC measure-' in the walls. Abutments and 
piers on Bitter Greek 1 have told he gets $20. Other parties are 
petting $27.50 for masonry of Nofcth PlPtte Bridge, 

1 have not followed these p ri.ee s in making f-is estimate, but 
have made the urices'at what 1 think the work can be done. 

On J^n. 511' 
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, 1 received- the following letter from Mr. Thos. 

ho oiS-A- V-o_Xf5_j!_ vo jub<,,- 



"Ifcrtl *-rote you on the 2nd i-nst. giving account of my visit to 
Dr Durant.I stated he woul^d forward to me the written^irecuions . 
These directions 1 received yesterday afternoon. loopy them;, f^ 
in "J.-*^ ^ Union Pacific Railroad, Ogden,^ *6r 

T. B. Morris, Esq., 

Acting Division Engineer, • , , . '• + „« 

Sir: The fSmer Bivision Engineer having left his wofek to -accept an 
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appointment under the Government, you ore hereby appointed Acting 
Division Engineer with head quarters at Ogden or Brigham City. You 
will at -nee take charge of the office at Salt Lake City together 
with all instruments, maps, profiles, field notes anrl other property 
v/hiC'' Mr, Biickensderfer has been ordered to turn over to you, and 
remove the same or so much of it as yon may deem advisable to your 
headquarters. During the absence of the Chief Engineer fr oar the .- 
line of the road yon will be governed by the following instructions;. 

{1} Complete the survey and location you are now making of the 
branch to Salt Lake City and keep possession- of the maps, -profiles and' 
notes pertaining to the same until further orders from me. 

(2) After completing the above you will take your party to 
Promontory Point and make such further surveys upon the eastern slope 
as will enable me to decide upon the expediency of making some changes 
in the line in that vicinity. 

(5) 1 desire to know at the earliest practical day the difference 
in legnth and cost between the lines already run and the best line you 
can get crossing the summit, with such grades and curves as in your 
judgment are best adapted to the country. You will report -the results 
of these surveys to me by telegraph and await further instructions » 

(4) You will draw upon Gen. G. la. Bodge, Chief Engineer, tfc'Vough 
Mr. J. E. House, Division Engineer at Omaha, for such funds as maybe 
necessary to enable you to carry out these instructions. . . 

I enclose for your information a copy of the resolutions passed 
bv the Executive Committee on the 3d of July, 1868 . 

Tours Respectfully, 

Thos. C Durant, ¥. F. ' 

The resolution is one offered by Mr. Duff, giving Dr. Durant 
very large powers, saying, "And all officers and employees are sub- 
let to Mb instructions." It does not say he can create or promote 
officers. 1 have shown the instructions to Mr. Biickensderfer and 
have telegraphed you. Have bought supplies and refittedky stores and ■ 

some otner few things necessary and started wagons and tarty for 
Promontory Point tonight. 1 have not demanded from Mr, a. the papers 
Somes, instruments? &c. 1 have in my possession the notes ol the 
lilt Lake City Branch I have not had any topographer for the past 
month and hence 'have not kept up with my office wofck and have some 

WOr * TZnlf ilnT^SoV what you wish me to do in regard to re ; 
portinV progress and results of any surveys I may mnke irom now on, 
Slso wlat to do with maps and profiles &c. o^^ffSe'to **iaha 
Biickensderfer also tells me he ^^^^^ardf losing after 
under any circumstances. Am I ^ ?° *£(™ Q £ supervising the motions 
the interest, of this company by d ^ ecuxng « super ,. ^^ Qf? 

. of my party except the one T am am n wa „ t fop 

1 will go to Promontory probably in a a*j 

answer to telegram to you. . _ 1( _ h1 . that he will meet me at Ogden 

S. Seymour telegraphs ^tonight that he x dire ctions 

and f out jitUjW t STtoar Botthine 'from you I shall " . 

! was too busy in Washington to pay any attention to this letter, 
so sent it to the Company and let them deal with it themselves. 

'" ' *• i~ ,„fl *« T had finished all my surveys, and . 

out of the CompanSt entirely and a^ I had y 

had mad . up »» -in, tha, « -X, he i,apoee«>le for » to reach 
^ Proctor, Point, I aid not thin, « worth »hile to ,-el 
wl V?-- ^rlny cha„ B e he uight *»*,, however, the. c» P an y i-ediatel^ 
wired Mr. Morri* that he »as to make no changes of line except on 
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approval and report to me, which Mr . Morris, 1 " "to a.void trouble with 
kr» -Durant , did, at the same time making reports to' Mr. Our ant. 

At a meeting of the Board on the 8th, they passed a .resolution 
to grant' lots -for churches and parsonages in all towns to a 31- ' 
Christian 'oodles wh- - applied- for them to use for all fiWiek purposes; 
also for- school houses. 

On :Uw. fith I received the following letter froai Lr. olickensder 
fer. 1 had also instructed M. Morris to discharge all ills parties 
on our surveys whom Mr. Reed "did not require on construction, so 

as to stop expenses; ' . £3 oxA- ^»JWj>- ^U^ . 

"Your telegrams of today to Morris and myself, of course, 
determined our action's. Morris will take what notes &c. he wants 
at the west, will leave in my care all 1 need, to be toy me taken 
to Omaha and will ship all others to Omaha office at once. . ^ 

1 oiiFht to have stated that Hodges was' paid off by House ^ in 
Omaha sometime ago. MoCab- was paid off by myself h-:- re immediately 
on my arrival, and the only parties in field are Horns' and that 
part of licCabe's under iioberly tracing section lines. Aeil s 
party has within\ a day or two, 1 understand, arrived to taM 
Uob^rlv's place and the latter wil be paid off at once. I should 
have ione it! but now Morris will; at all events he so informs me 
This should be done and thus reduce the forces here to Horns' and 

^-Vg^* 5 - tr^ f S ro SS SL.^S « 

ITf arTs% %*£% £ hMn -de it will tag all winter. 1 ancles, 
you a map or the work as £ , as « ^it^the^f Uce .^ rk „ in- 

I shall, of course, awaiu a ir»ady written what I had 

dicated in your telegram of today I ^° ^-^J collec «n E infor- 

tzsx to o?oo^: is x s r c i.r«s:rs s ^s: * 

I^noS £"£ t SS r aTt. 9 r°tS; r ^ t I I c» n l ea,e here at any time on 

24 hours notice. . dlscllSS ion of location at 

I find many things wanting to a full *" £ led up by Ree d, 
head of Echo; profiles maps, &c. navxng been bo| led P^ liule 

a^aTw^r; • i n s? , Si™"«rrS; , :r , s&:Ur t0 he i P - - x — 

*» "T^f w^tslo'rris to ^additional surveys on Promontory to 
Durant wants noirii lc. . ordered to use 100 ft. 

trv to. get a oheapar line I taink he .^ tt . s ra vine , down the 

grades and run over the hi e hei. summit ™« g ^ ^ follOT 

south side of that imvine , ^^^^^^^t a higher summit and about, 
down to flats. This makes a cheap l^* olall " ths Une is so 
L^L^L^sel BO fT^de that .hen he first wrote me 
' about Tt, I told him it would not answe. ^ T wlll „„ 

♦ '^My* SeKre ** E get 1 away f rofnSe ,soo„ as possibl. , and 
?L°iS e ; h a? fayTe left a? Omaha or at home'.' 
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On January 7th, ^p. Morris wrote me as follows: ^ 

In accordance with your telegram and the orders of Dr. 
Durant, a copy of which I forwarded, . I have taken charge of such 
profiles, maps, notes and other property of the Company as was' 
under the control of the office at Salt Lake City. I divided a 
them into two parts-such as might he needed in any alteration or 
re-running of the location west of Brigham City, and all the 
preliminary or other notes which had found their way into the 
office. The first 1 take with me to Brighaa City; the others I 
packed and have made v rrangements to ship to Omaha together with 
such notes as were p kicked up by Mr, Hodges . 

Mr. Moberly, now .in charge of Mc.Cabe's party, has been 
ordered to report' to Salt Lake City where Mr, Blickensderfer will 
pay them off and return the vouchers in his account, Mr. B iiekens- 
fer has not turned over the profiles, field books or maps of the 
located line east of Weber Canon but takes them with him to Omaha. 
I understand iir. O'Neil has received special instructions from 
Dr, Durant, and 1 suppose 1 will have no charge 6ve ?my work he 

may do. 

1 have a map and profile of the Salt Lake branch to make aid 
a copy for you which as soon as I can I will have Mr. Ricksecker 
do and forward. 

There is now a telegraph office of the Western Union Company 
in Brigham City and any telegrams or letters for me had better 
be addressed there. 1 leave here tomorrow; stay one day in Brigham 
City and go to P' anontory. Col. Seymour has telegraphed me that 
he will go with me, I shall ask for more definite instructions 
as to grades, curves, &c . as I am instructed to run the line best 
adapted to the ground and 1 think the present located 80 ft. grade 
line iB the best line for the company to build and operate. A much 
cheaper line will be found to build but it will be longer, a higher 
summit and probably a steeper grade. -It will not compare oommec- 
cially but will probably be some .|200» 000 less urst cost 

As I ro West, I will carefully examine the work on both the 
U,P. and C?p» lines and write you the very latest. I will go as 
far west as Monument Point for that purpose. 

On January 1 1th L answer to Mr. Browning's letter to Jesse 
■L. Williams, 1 wrote him as follows: ^ ^^^ ^ . 

"in compliance with the order of the President (^ the U.P^R. 

^r^=* kune°«m is-^ws.' PC?- ad 

is the only line the| aver run m that country. 

On January 12th, I *Ired ,,r, Morris as follows: 

H „ to Sf was EsSES fo^y^f "^ ;: s&s 

the line. Answer," ■ 



